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Cars and czars
at the shows

The 2014 auto show season
commenced in Detroit:

the North American Interna-
tional Auto Show. Detroit’s
Cobo Hall housed an interna-
tional festival of vehicles and
carmaker executives. While
the focus was on cars,
watching car czars was
equally compelling. There’s
more about the latter later.

VWoA teased with pre-
show press releases. There’s
a Jetta TDI Value Edition for
$22,000. It includes heated
seats; no tilt/telescope steer-
ing wheel. A Passat Sport
with the new 1.8-liter 170-hp

mill and six-speed automatic
lists for $28,495. It’s the
based on last year’s Passat
Performance Concept. 

The big news, however,
was Ford’s retooled F150.
Ford’s bright idea: use an
aluminum body. Lots of dio-
ramas and access to Ford’s
engineering talent explained
how Ford will build a tough
truck. Because this is a vol-
ume seller, aluminum bodies
are no longer specialty play-
things. Ford says it went
light to meet future fuel
economy standards.

At Chrysler, the new mid-
size 200 is yet another riff
on the Fiat-developed plat-
form that underpins the

■TURN TO PAGE 27

A strong boast at the Detroit show.
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■ELECTRIC NEWS: VW is jumping into the
field of battery-powered vehicles in a big way
with its new plug-in hybrid Golf GTE model. VW
says the car can be driven up to 31 miles in all-
electric mode with combined fuel economy of 157
mpg, while offering GTI-style performance. The
GTE’s debut was being readied for the Geneva
Motor Show in March. 
■READY TO PARTY?: Volkswagen has released
a 70-second “Cars”-style commercial called “Best
performance with
Volkswagen Serv-
ice.” In the video,
seen on YouTube,
the cars get a text
message asking if
they’re “ready to
party?” They then
head to a service center to get ready for the big
event. Watch it here: bit.ly/1k78ZLE
■MONKEY BUSINESS, NO MORE: Bowing to
demands of the animal-welfare group PETA, VW
says it will stop using primates in its ads. A

three-second clip of a capuchin monkey in a pre-
Super Bowl teaser video is what, uh, broke the
camel’s back with VW executives. 

■BEST FOR THE MONEY: The GTI and Jetta
SportWagen have earned spots on U.S. News &
World Report’s “2014 Best Cars for the Money”
awards list. The title “Best Upscale Small Car for
the Money” was awarded to the 2014 GTI, and
the 2014 Jetta SportWagen has been named
“Best Wagon for the Money.”
■CAR LOVE: Strategic Vision, a consumer-
focused, research-based consultancy, has named
the Jetta, Jetta SportWagen and Passat to its
“Most Loved” list for 2014. The Jetta and Passat
were recognized in the midsize car segment,
while the SportWagen was recognized as a multi-
function vehicle.

■GOOD START TO NEW YEAR: Though Janu-
ary sales in the U.S. were down more than 13
percent, VW reported an overall 6.5 percent
increase in deliveries worldwide, including big
increases in Europe.  

■ 2014 JETTA: The Jetta has earned a 5-star
safety rating from the government’s New Car
Assessment Program, part of the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration. The Jetta
joins the Passat and the Beetle coupe as 2014
Volkswagen models that have an overall 5-Star
Rating.
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■ MARCH/APRIL 2004: In case the entry-level
Phaeton model wasn’t impressive enough, VW has
announced a base price of the new Phaeton W12.
The $94,600 ultra luxury sedan is now available for
orders in a variety of configurations at some 225
VW dealerships across the country.  
■ MARCH/APRIL 2004: The new limited edition
Satellite Blue New Beetle, introduced at the Chica-
go Auto Show, features a radio with CD/MP3 audio
capabilities, external portable audio jacks and satel-
lite radio receiver for XM Satellite Radio.  

■ MARCH/APRIL 1994: Audi is developing a
turbo diesel version of its V-6 using direct injec-
tion. Audi says the 2.5-liter four-valve engine will
produce 150 hp and come with a five-speed auto-
matic or six-speed manual. Look for the engine by
mid-1996. A four-cylinder turbo diesel, possibly for
use in the Audi 80, may be a reality by 1997.
■ MARCH/APRIL 1994: The VW Cabriolet,
Golf/GTI, Jetta, Corrado and Audi Coupe Quattro
remain popular with auto thieves. National
highway safety officials are finalizing a
rule to require parts marking by 1996 on
new vehicles considered to be high-theft
lines.   

■ MARCH/APRIL 1984: Hans Walter Kuntze, past
president of the VWCA and a driving force in the
club for many years, died Jan. 14 at age 53 after a
long illness. He had been a member for nearly 25
years, gaining a reputation as a workaholic and
master organizer who insisted things be done by the
letter—a trait attributed to his German upbringing.

■ MARCH/APRIL 1984:
Volkswagen’s new $26
million research
center opened
Feb. 3 in
Wolfsburg
and the press
was invited in
to take note of
the normally secret projects. The 123-inch Student
was among the completed projects shown for the
first time. The Student is more than 20 inches
shorter than VW’s smallest car, the Polo. The Stu-
dent weighs 1,300 pounds and will return the
equivalent of 47 miles per gallon. 

■ APRIL 1974: The venerable Karmann-Ghia,
introduced as a coupe in August 1955, with a con-
vertible added in August 1957, is being phased out
and replaced by a new water-cooled, front-wheel-

drive model called
Scirocco. A

total of
seven differ-
ent models
will be
available to
the Euro-

pean customer,
from 50 hp N model to the 85

hp TS model. 

■ MARCH 1964: Heating Pad For Your Car. Low
power consumption for 6 or 12 volts. Under-dash
disconnect. $8.95 check or money order plus
postage. Fantastic Imports, Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 

50 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

10 YEARS AGO

■FROM THE ARCHIVES
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■ Tom Janiszewski | volkstom@sbcglobal.net

DETROIT AUTO SHOW

BUGGY
WITH A

DUNE
TWIST
By TOM JANISZEWSKI

here’s a saying

that everything

old is new again,

and since the New

Beetle’s production

debut in 1998, that

has been the car’s

underlying theme.

T
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Volkswagen
continued that
theme at the
2014 North
American Inter-
national Auto
Show in Detroit
with Dune, a
sporty, off-road
take on the Bee-
tle. This is not
the first time
we’ve seen a
Dune concept:
Volkswagen
unveiled a New
Beetle-based
Dune concept at
the 2000 Los
Angeles Auto
Show. Sadly,
that Dune con-
cept never made
it to production.

Fast forward 14 years, and Volkswagen is once
again looking at Baja Beetles and dune buggies
of the ’60s and ’70s as inspiration for a potential
extension of the Beetle product line — something
Volkswagen has said it would be doing through-
out the lifecycle of the current design.

Watching the car drive onto the stage, the first
question that comes to mind is whether the
Dune is all-wheel-drive. Sadly, it is not. If Volk-
swagen is paying attention to comments on
social media platforms, the
people want AWD on a
vehicle that suggests off-
road driving.

The first thing that
catches the eye on the car
is its metallic yellow-
orange “Arizona” paint.
Love it or hate it, the color
attracts attention like
none other now available
on a production Beetle.

Exterior modifications
make the car stand out

from current production models. A new front
apron incorporates a large central air intake
grille framed with a chrome surround, which
transitions into the car’s underbody protective
plate. Innovative matte finish LED fog light
rings flank the air intake, and they contrast nice-
ly against black panels.

Dune features a new hood, which now includes
a raised center panel creating two attractive
body lines running fore and aft. Although Volk-

swagen made no mention
of it, these lines are a sub-
tle reminder of those on
the original air-cooled Bee-
tle’s boot lid. Alongside
each of these body lines is
a cooling vent located just
ahead of the base of the
windshield. The Cross
Blue “crossover” concept
unveiled in Detroit last
year featured similar
vents, so perhaps these
will start appearing on➤Vents offer a nostalgic touch. 
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DUNE
production models.
The vents have a
honeycomb appear-
ance and are accent-
ed with a central
chrome strip and
(whether functional
or not) are yet
another nostalgic
nod to the air-cooled
Beetle.

The side profile
also features several
unique modifica-
tions. All four wheel
arches feature black
extensions adding
2.2 inches to the
Beetle’s width, and
are reminiscent of
arch trim used on
Mk1 GTI models.
The arch extensions
feature contrasting
matte and gloss
black surfaces that
surround large, 19-inch wheels. Similar in style
to the production “Twister” Beetle wheels, the
Dune’s wheels feature black painted inserts con-
trasted with polished aluminum spokes. The cen-
ter caps are color-keyed to the car’s metallic
orange bodywork.

The front and rear wheel arches are tied
together with brushed aluminum sill panels. Just
above the sill panels are gloss-black strips like
those on the high-performance production Bee-
tles. A new Dune logo appears on the lower rock-
er panels just ahead of the rear fenders.

The use of chrome and contrasting matte/gloss
black continues on the rear bumper cover. The
chrome underbody panel transitions into a
chrome lower panel housing the car’s twin
tailpipes. A matte black panel fills the license
plate panel.

The rear fenders feature a new twist on the

production tail lights. They feature a built-in
black surround contrasted against a silver strip
that frames the dark red tail lights. If nothing
else, these tail lights would make welcome addi-
tions to Volkswagen’s accessories catalog.

The most prominent feature at the rear of the
car is the ski rack built into the rear spoiler.
While the rack is said to accommodate either
snow/sand skis or boards, the show car was
equipped with a pair of custom sand skis. The
outboard segments of the spoiler pivot outward
to release the skis, and hold them securely in
place when closed. Along the top edge of the rear
window, the skis slide into a receptacle in a roof-
mounted spoiler. Just ahead of the ski rack, the
car features a glass tilt-and-slide sunroof. It’s
worth noting that the trunk lid can be easily
opened while loaded with the skis.

One of the boldest elements Dune concept
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unveiled 14 years ago
was the interior,
which was radically
different from that of
the production car.
Carpeting was
replaced by moulded
plastic for ease in
cleaning, and the rear
seat area was vastly
redesigned to fold
into a storage area
with a flat cargo floor.
While the 2014
Dune’s interior is
nowhere near as radi-
cally different than a
production Beetle of
today, it does have a number of unique features.
Most noticeable is the passenger-side grab han-
dle, which has replaced the upper glove box. The
handle is wrapped in soft-touch matte black
material that  contrasts nicely with aluminum
accents and body-colored elements.

A high-resolution 7.7-inch touchscreen info-
tainment screen dominates the center of the
dashboard.
It features
an Active
Matrix
Organic
LED display,
which ren-
ders in
extremely
high detail,
and in addi-
tion to radio
station and
navigation
info, it can
displays the
car’s pitch
and roll. The
system also
runs the
Volkswagen
Sideways

app, which actively integrates points-of-interest
into the navigation system. The press release
explains that not only can the system display the
types of and locations of nearby restaurants, but
it will also show whether your friends are there –
quite handy when, depending on the friends,
looking for which destinations to take in or
avoid. It also makes one wonder how the system

determines
your friends’
location, but
I digress. In
addition, the
system
incorporates
current
weather con-
ditions,
which also
impacts sug-
gested desti-
nations (if,
for example,
it’s winter,
the system
would
exclude out-
door swim-
ming pools
in the➤Matte finish LED fog light rings flank the air intake. 
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In a move that struck many observers as con-
fusing, VW offered yet another variation of

the Bug theme. At Detroit, out trotted an “Ari-
zona” (yellow/orange metallic) Beetle concept
that is higher, longer and wider than a regular
Beetle. What, an even bigger Beetle? Yes,
blame body cladding. 

The Dune, which has a ski rack, is an ideal
transport for sandboarding, according to VW’s
NAIAS “Today” publication. But most journal-
ists covering VW’s Detroit show car consid-
ered the Dune’s rear rack an incongruity: a
dune buggy with alpine skis? Yet, VWoA’s offi-
cial news release says the Dune fits in Aspen.
Either way, the clever rear spoiler swivels,
opening ski slots. 

By the way, the world’s largest sandboard-
ing spot is Sand Master Park near U.S. High-
way 101 in Oregon. That’s far north of the
legacy Baja Bug or the previous New Beetle-
based Dune concept car. Further inspection
reveals a tricked out vehicle, a foretaste of
special-edition Beetles. I thought the passen-
ger’s dashboard grab handle and thoughtful
heritage cue. 

But whether this is a ploy to prop up slug-
gish Bug sales in the USA or play to VW’s
other markets is not clear. When I inquired
where the Dune fit into VW’s plans, especially
in light of recent smoke signals from VW that it
will promote its whole line rather than one
model, the answer I got was the Germans did
it. And the Beetle theme continued in Chicago,
where VW unveiled Beetle rally cars. 

At the moment, VW sees the not-so-small
Small Wonder as the emotional icon that says
VW in the USA. So despite the emphasis by
VWAG boss Dr. Martin Winterkorn on Golf/Das
Auto, Bugs are in. — Cliff Leppke

A dune buggy 
with alpine skis? points-of-interest list).

Other subtle differences on the Dune’s dashboard include
revised climate control knobs under the touchscreen and
color-keyed accents on the all of the car’s gauges.

Plain fabric map pocket panels have been replaced
with ones featuring the car’s name, and the seat uphol-
stery has been modified as well. The outer surfaces of
the front and rear seats are upholstered with black
leather while grey breathable “sport fabric” is utilized
for the seating surfaces.

Mechanically, Dune features the same 210-hp tur-
bocharged direct-injection TSI 2-liter engine found in
the Beetle R-Line. The gasoline engine is mated to VW’s
6-speed DSG gearbox. In lieu of AWD, the car retains
the Beetle’s front-wheel-drive layout with strut-type
front suspension and multilink rear axle. Despite the
existing driveline, designers increased the car’s ground
clearance by 2 inches, and the car is 0.8 inches taller.

Overall, the Beetle Dune is certainly production-ready,
just as Volkswagen states. Internal and external modifi-
cations are largely bolt-on items, so it wouldn’t require
the level of engineering necessary to create, say, a con-
vertible or true off-road Beetle. While the concept of off-
roading in a Beetle is old, it certainly is given a new
twist with Dune. Reactions were positive, so time will
tell whether a production model becomes a reality. VWCA

DUNE
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BY CLIFF LEPPKE

■ Cliff Leppke | cliff.leppke@fox6now.com 

CHICAGO AUTO SHOW

GOIN’ RACING

From left, Michael Andretti, Tanner
Foust, Scott Speed, representing
Andretti Autosport; and VW’s
Vinay Shahani. 

VW teams up with Andretti for rallycross series

W’s press conference at the Chicago Auto
Show began with Vinay Shahani, VW’s mar-
keting guru. He tossed to a recording of

Jost Capito, head of VW Motorsports. Capito dis-
cussed VW plans for rally car racing. 

This year, VW will team up with Andretti
Autosport to compete in the American rallycross
series called Red Bull Global Rallycross, or GRC. Ini-
tially, the team, headed by Michael Andretti, will field

V

➤
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VW’s press conference began with Vinay
Shahani, VW’s marketing guru. He tossed to a
recording of Jost Capito, head of VW Motor-
sports. Capito discussed VW plans for rally car
racing. 

This year, VW will team up with Andretti
Autosport to compete in the American rally-
cross series called Red Bull Global Rallycross,
or GRC. Initially, the team headed by Michael
Andretti will field 

modified versions of the 2013 World Rally
Championship victor: the VW Polo. Later,
they’ll drive all-wheel-drive GRC Beetles: one
by Tanner Foust (yellow) and the other by
Scott Speed (green, the one pictured above). I’d
say, keep the WRC Polo! It’s awesome car calen-
dar fodder. 

On the second press preview day, Foust
described GRC as motocross racing on four
wheels. He pointed to the Beetle’s fenders with

their cutout rear sections as a feature designed
to keep the Bug going in the dirt. He also told
the history of this motorsport, which he traced
to a FIA race slated for Kent, England, in 1967.
Foul weather didn’t prevent racers from rolling
in the muck. The idea caught on. 

Scott Foust’s black and yellow Super Beetle rally car. 

CHICAGO
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AREA HOTELS
• Sunset Acres Motel, 400
U.S. 127 S. Meridian, Hudson,
MI 49247, (517) 448-8968,
has only eight rooms ranging
from $45 to $75 per night.
• Days Inn, 3241 Carleton
Road, Hillsdale, MI 49242, (1-
800-223-3297), Approximately
$87 per night, 18 miles (23
minutes) from Hudson.
• Super 8, 1091 US Hwy. 223
@ M52, Adrian, MI 49221,
(517-265-8888), rates as low
as $73 per night, 19 miles (24
minutes) from Hudson.
• Holiday Inn Express, 1077
W. Highway 223, Adrian, MI
49221, (1-877-410-6687),
approximately $104 to $109
per night, 19 miles (24 min-
utes) from Hudson.

s this is written (early February), the Mid-
west is heavily blanketed in snow and tem-
peratures are routinely below zero. It’s hard
to think of the 59th VWCA Convention

being held in typically balmy summer weather. 
But those warm days will be here before you

know it, so now is the time to register before the
May 20 deadline passes you by. By the time you
receive your next AUTOIST, it may be too late!

Plan now to join us in Hudson, Mich., on June
6-8 as we partner with the second annual Midwest
VW Jamboree for three days of camping, car
shows, swap meet, cruises, tours and the most
important ingredient, Volkswagens of every type,
style and condition. 

We couldn’t talk the city fathers into adding an
appropriate welcome on the city limit signs, so 

2014 VWCA CONVENTION

■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com 

By SHELL TOMLIN

COOL TIME IN THE WORKS

A

➤
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CONVENTION
we added one to our photo. Located in the south-
east corner of the state, Hudson is about 100
miles southwest of Detroit, just a short trip for
most of our members in the upper Midwest and
eastern region of the country. If you love your
Volkswagen, you should bring it to the 59th con-
vention; you’ll both have a grand time!

Although this year’s event will feature a more
casual atmosphere, all the usual convention fare
will be included in the modest registration fee.
Note that registration is separate for some of the
Jamboree activities, and some of those are dis-
counted if you preregister. 

Our Saturday evening awards banquet will be
held in the Carriage House of the William G.
Thompson House Museum and Gardens (pictured
on previous page), followed by a tour of the man-

sion itself.
On Sunday, the huge VW car show and swap

meet are scheduled to start at 9 a.m. Swap
spaces are $25 if pre-registered by May 31 by
writing to Rick Cramer, 2870 Lake Ave., Osseo
MI 49266. Car show entry is $15, payable on the
day of the show.

Thompson Memorial Park IN Hudson will
accommodate Friday night and Saturday night
campers for $60 for the weekend (vehicle and
two people). 

If you are not camping, be aware that lodging
in Hudson proper is quite limited, so it is impor-
tant to reserve your accommodations early to
stay close to the center of activities. Fill out the
registration form and mail it today. Deadline is
May 20, 2014.VWCA

The time is right to register for the 59th VWCA Conven-
tion in Hudson, Mich. 



BALLOT 
FOR ELECTION OF VWCA NATIONAL
OFFICERS AND TRUSTEE-AT-LARGE

INSTRUCTIONS: After voting, members may tear out this page, fold and mail or make a photocopy. Member-
ship number can be found on the AUTOIST mailing label and must be included. 

The Volkswagen Club of America has three nation-
ally elected trustees-at-large to represent the interests
of members-at-large — those not served by an affiliat-
ed local chapter. The term for this office is three years,
and the terms are rotated so that one trustee is elect-
ed each year.

This ballot contains the candidates who have placed
their names in nomination as well as a blank space for
a write-in. Bylaws allow one vote per membership. 

Completed ballot for the 2014 election must be
returned to Barbara Boltz, VWCA Secretary, 11007 S.
Harding Ave., Chicago IL 60655 in time to be received
no later than May 26, 2014. Ballot must contain a
VWCA membership number and will be validated by a
blind list of current membership numbers. 

Ballots are counted and the winners are announced
at the annual VWCA Convention. Terms of office begin
on Sept. 1.

CANDIDATES (Vote for one)

The following office is for a term of 3 years, from
September 2014 through September 2017:

TRUSTEE AT-LARGE

Frederick Frank, Springfield, Ill. 

Write-in

The following offices are for a term of 2 years,
from September 2014 through September 2016:

PRESIDENT

Shell Tomlin, Aurora, Ill. 

Write-in

VICE PRESIDENT

Tom Janiszewski, Woodstock, Ill. 

Write-in

SECRETARY

Barbara Boltz, Chicago. 

Write-in

TREASURER

Gary Hanson, Clarendon Hills, Ill. 

Write-in

❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

❏

❏



Barbara Boltz
VWCA Secretary
11007 South Harding Avenue
Chicago IL 60655

FIRST
CLASS

POSTAGE

FOLD HERE AND SECURE

BALLOT MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 26, 2014

VWCA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER
(FOUND ON AUTOIST MAILING LABEL) 
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GR8 - PL8TS revisited
We just got our AUTOIST and were so surprised

to see our VW EuroVans, their plates and our
story in it. Please
forgive me for
never getting
back to you with
clearer photos. I
had all intentions
to do so, but we
were having trou-
ble with our cam-
era, then I got
busy with work. 

So I thought we
missed out on
your story. The
page looked
great!

I hope everyone enjoys hearing our story of
almost a lifetime (a long lifetime) of VW love.

Continued success with the club and the
AUTOIST.

Pat and Jim Keegan, Northdale, N.J.

Back in
1970 I was
a salesman
for EMPI
in River-
side, Calif.
I decided
to quit and
form my
own sales company. I decided to use the name
“MR BUG” and shortly after applied for my
license plates.

Many of my best customers were the Volkswa-
gen distributors. I’ve used these plates since
1970.

E. Emil Welden, Laguna Beach, Calif. 

The narrow rejection of the United Auto Work-
ers to unionize the Volkswagen plant in Chat-

tanooga, Tenn., apparently hasn’t ended the hope
of the parent company to establish a work coun-
cil, an arrangement it has at most of its factories
around the world. 

On Feb. 21, workers voted 712-626 against
UAW representation amid a charged political
backdrop that featured U.S. Sen. Bob Corker, R-
Tenn., announcing VW would proceed with mid-
size SUV production at the plant if workers
rejected the UAW. 

A Volkswagen official said the SUV production
would have nothing to do with the union vote.

State Sen. Bo Watson, R-Chattanooga, accused
VW of promoting “a campaign that has been
unfair, unbalanced and, quite frankly, un-Ameri-
can in the traditions of American labor cam-
paigns. ... Should the workers choose to be rep-
resented by the United Auto Workers, then I
believe additional incentives for expansion will
have a very tough time passing the Tennessee
Senate.”

VW hoped to establish a German-style manage-
ment-labor works council, which by U.S. law
requires the workers to be represented by a
union. Bernd Osterloh, a member of the compa-
ny’s supervisory board, told the Associated Press
that “Volkswagen considers its corporate culture
of works councils a competitive advantage.”

Now the UAW has asked the federal labor
board to set aside the election results because of
“a firestorm of interference from outside groups
and politicians.” 

In its 13-page appeal, the UAW said that
“threats” made by Tennessee lawmakers were
“clearly designed to influence the votes” of Volk-
swagen workers. VWCA

Chattanooga workers
narrowly reject UAW,
but appeal is pending



TENNESSEE
FRANKLIN: HALLMARK VW AT COOL SPRINGS, 620 BAKERS BRIDGE
ROAD, 615-236-3200, P-10 A-10 L-10
MURFREESBORO: SOUTHEAST SIGNATURE MOTOR, 2203 NW BROAD
ST., 615-898-0700, P-10 A-10 L-10

TEXAS
ARLINGTON: RANDY HILEY VW OF ARLINGTON, 1461 E. INTERSTATE 20,
817-575-6100, P-5 A-5 L-5
AUSTIN: MAUND AUTOMOTIVE GROUP, 6900 BURNET RD., 512-458-
1111, P-10
BRYAN: GARLYN SHELTON IMPORTS, 3100 BRIARCREST DRIVE, 979-
776-7600
DALLAS: VW PARK CITIES, 5555 LEMMON AVE., 214-561-8100, P-15 A-
15 L-15
HOUSTON: ARCHER VW, 10400 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY, 713-272-1700
HOUSTON: DEMONTROND VW, 14101 N. FREEWAY (I-45), 281-872-
7200
HOUSTON: MOMENTUM VW OF CLEAR LAKE, 15100 GULF FREEWAY,
281-848-5500
HOUSTON: MOMENTUM VW/AUDI, 2405 RICHMOND AVE., 713-596-
3300
HOUSTON: MOMENTUM VW JERSEY VILLAGE, 19550 NORTHWEST FREE-
WAY, 281-925-5000, P-15 A-15 L-15

HOUSTON: WEST HOUSTON VW, 17113 KATY FREEWAY, 281-675-8600,
P-15 A-15 L-15
SAN ANTONIO: ANCIRA VW, 6125 BANDERA RD., 210-681-2300, P-10
A-10 L-10 AC

UTAH
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200
ST. GEORGE: FINDLAY VW, 1333 S. SUNLAND DRIVE, 435-634-0900

VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10
NEWPORT NEWS: CASEY IMPORTS, 12943 JEFFERSON AVE., 757-988-
1200<None>
RICHMOND: BROWN'S VW, 10501 MIDLOTHIAN PIKE, 804-379-7283
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6520 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-4830
STAUNTON: VALLEY VW, 314 LEE-JACKSON HWY., 540-213-6800
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990, P-15
A-15 L-15
WOODBRIDGE: KAREN RADLEY VW, 14700 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.,
866-756-9770, P10 A-10 L-10

WASHINGTON
BELLEVUE: CHAPLIN'S BELLEVUE VW, 15000 SE EASTGATE WAY, 425-
641-2002, P-10 A-10 L-10
EDMONDS: CAMPBELL-NELSON VW, 24329 HWY. 99, 425-778-1131
SEATTLE: CARTER VW, 5202 LEARY AVE. NW, 206-782-7474

SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10

WEST VIRGINIA
CLARKSBURG: STAR MOTOR CO., US RTE. 19 S., 304-623-7827, P-10
A-10 L-10
HUNTINGTON: MOSES VW, 5210 US RTE. 60 E., 304-736-5226, A-15 L-
10
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS, 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-5451
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E, 304-242-7313

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: KEN VANCE VW-AUDI, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-830-1111
GREEN BAY: BROADWAY IMPORTS LTD., 2700 S ASHLAND AVE., 920-
498-6666
LACROSSE: BOB BURG VW, 700 MONITOR ST., 608-782-8808
MILWAUKEE: CONCOURS, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING DR., 414-290-1400,
P-10 A-10 L-10
STEVENS POINT: SCAFFIDI MOTORS, 3733 STANLET ST., 715-344-4100,
P-10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
ALBERTA: FIFTH AVENUE AUTOHAUS LTD., 1120 MERIDAN RD. NE, CAL-
GARY, 403-273-2500, P-15 A-15
NOVA SCOTIA: JIM SAMPSON MOTORS LTD., 132 TOWNSEND ST., SYD-
NEY, 902-539-1610
ONTARIO: SARNIA VW, 791 CONFEDERATION ST., SARNIA, 519-339-
0200

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them

whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy
you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership

cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it

might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB



SUPPORT THE DEALERS
WHO SUPPORT VWCA
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ARIZONA
TUCSON: AUDI OF TUCSON, 4690 E. 22ND ST., 520-748-1000

CALIFORNIA
BURLINGAME: RECTOR AUDI, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-348-0111
CARLSBAD: HOEHN AUDI, 5215 CAR COUNTRY DRIVE, 760-438-9490,
P-10 A-10 L-10
LOS ANGELES: SANTA MONICA AUDI, 1933 PONTIUS AVE., 301-393-
9922, P-15 L-15
NORWALK: McKENNA AUDI, 10850 FIRESTONE BLVD., 562-868-3233,
P-20 A-20 L-20
WEST COVENA: AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE. SOUTH, 626-
384-3400

ILLINOIS
NORMAL: SUD'S VW-AUDI, 1430 E. FORT JESSE @ TOWANDA AVE.,
309-454-1101, P-5 A-5 L-10

INDIANA
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 2912 E. MAIN ST., 765-448-4582
MERRILLVILLE: TEAM VW, 3990 E. LINCOLN HWY., 888-805-3689, P-10
A-10 AC

MASSACHUSETTS
PITTSFIELD: FLYNN VW, 600 MERRILL RD., 413-443-4702
QUINCY: MURPHY BROTHERS, 57 QUINCY SHORE DRIVE, 617-328-
1125, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

NEW JERSEY
CHERRY HILL: CHERRY HILL VW, 2261 MARLTON PIKE WEST, 856-665-
5370, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

NEW YORK
ONEONTA: VW OF ONEONTA, 7517 HWY. 23, 607-432-8100, P-15 A-15

PENNSYLVANIA
LANCASTER: AUTOHAUS LANCASTER, 1373 MANHEIM PIKE, 717-299-
2801, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

VIRGINIA
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000

WASHINGTON
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM, 905-
513-8820, P-5

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, (PARTS, SERVICE, MACHINE SHOP)

CALIFORNIA
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AV., 805-964-
6554, topshopautosb.com, P-10 L-10 AC (VW & AUDI SERVICE & REPAIR)
VENTURA: AIRHEAD PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, P-10 AC

(AIR-COOLED PARTS)
VENTURA: KARMANN GHIA PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, P-10
AC (AIR-COOLED PARTS)

CONNECTICUT
WESTBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 177 BOSTON POST
ROAD, 860-664-0727, cardoneanddaughter.com, AC (VW REPAIR)

ILLINOIS
CARY: MIDWEST AUTOSAVERS, INC., 155 F CHICAGO ST., 224-357-8021,
midwestautosavers.com, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC (VW REPAIR & RESTORATION) 
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORTS TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI RD.,
708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC (AIR & WATER-COOLED REPAIR &
RESTORATION)
EFFINGHAM: MID-AMERICA MOTORWORKS, 17082 N. US HWY. 45, 866-
867-0540, AC (AIR-COOLED PARTS)
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, AC (VW & AUDI PARTS) 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783, AC
(INDEPENDENT REPAIR FACILITY)

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, 866-DUNE BUG, AC (AIR-COOLED PARTS & LABOR)

NEW YORK
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, INC., 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD.,
315-789-9368, P-5 A-5 L-5 (INDEPENDENT VW & AUDI SPECIALISTS)

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS
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■ Richard G. VanTreuren | rgvant@juno.com

■BY RICHARD G. VAN TREUREN

Land of horned hats  
Last fall our trip across the

Atlantic started at Southamp-
ton, right where the Titanic had
sailed out from 101 years earlier.
We had better luck on the
Caribbean Princess, however a
storm system right away canceled
two ports without docks, because
it would have been too dangerous
to put a tender boat into the
water. Thusly, we had two days in
the first port, Bergen, Norway. We
had been to Oslo on our last
cruise, so we have shared some
Norwegian VWs with you before.
This bustling port town featured a
few newer ones yet.

The minivan co-developed with Ford many years ago, the Saran (below left), looks less like its
cousin nowadays, as we see in this taxi with its lighted beanie. The Tiguan (right) in hack guise,

especially with the low-profile tires, was a new one on us. All Tiguans we saw were 4-Motion models. 

As elsewhere, the Caddy, seen
here in sliding-door panel

van/billboard configuration, were
common in Bergen. The other
one is not a mirror image, but
rather the fancy-wheel RHD
Caddy we saw in England before
shipping out. These vehicles are
everywhere. Ford obviously

found that much intercity
cargo delivery involves mostly
small, lightweight packages,
which led the company to the
profitable introduction of the
Ford Transit in the U.S. Why
VWoA ignores this important
market segment begs an expla-
nation. 
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This glass repairman has chosen the
single, liftup door for his Trans-

porter, using the factory roof rack to
carry the outsized pieces of glass. Rear
wiper is also worked into some of the
barn-door- style rear door models.

It’s said a man should never
marry a woman he meets

in a Laundromat, because
she obviously would be too
poor to support him in the
lifestyle he’d like to become
accustomed to. Likewise,
finding a potential spouse
who understands VWs is
important, if difficult. These
happy Norwegians are
starting out on the right
foot by forgoing the fancy
limo in favor of the worka-
day VW Passat Estate. It
cleans up nicely, doesn’t 
it? VWCA

Surprisingly, we did
not see the usual

police VW Transporters
in Bergen, their having
adopted Mercedes vans
this time around. It
appears the local con-
stables forgave their
BMWs in favor of Pas-
sat wagons, as seen
here. 
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Holiday old cars
I mentioned in my last installment how pleased I
was with the work that good folks like Cardone

& Daughter Automotive of Westbrook, Conn.,
and Joe’s Auto Electric II of Middletown, Conn.,
did for me, toward keeping old Doug the ’60 Bug
running and driveable. 

Doug the ’60 is one of the all-time best-driving
and most fun cars I’ve ever experienced, and
having him on “ready” status always gives me a
good feeling, even when I don’t
necessarily have the time to take
him out for exercise. But a nice
opportunity for some fun local old
car driving on clear roads pre-
sented itself just a couple of weeks
before Christmas, in our town,
Branford, Conn., when the
“Christmas Caddy” announced it
would be accepting toy donations
for needy kids.

The Christmas Caddy event has
become a tradition, with the focal
point being the bright red 1965
Cadillac Convertible of the late
Bruce Pantani, a local business-
man who loved the town and
loved his fellow man. 

His family got the idea after he
died much in the prime of life. To
honor his memory they organized
the toy drive with the eye-catching Cadillac—
Bruce’s pride and joy—as the “sleigh” to trans-
port the gifts to their new owners, so to speak. I
can’t say enough about what a great idea this is,
and it is so great to see Branford get behind it

and turn out with lots of donated gifts!
So, on the appointed day, I grabbed the new,

unwrapped toys and took a nice drive to Bran-
ford Town Hall, where the Christmas Caddy and
the Pantani family and their helpers were assem-
bled. They were very gracious to allow me to
park Doug the ’60 Bug right by the Caddy for a
couple of pictures before I left, and I’m supply-
ing one with this installment. What a great way
to get into the Christmas Spirit!

■GORDI DAVIS, 1949-2013: Old Doug the ’60
Bug has been in our family since the early 1980s,
when we purchased him from the previous
owner, in December 1984. Many people have
helped me along the way, going back many years.

■BY STEVE MIERZ

■ Steve Mierz | P.O. Box 3353 | Stony Creek, CT 06405 | CommonGear@aol.com

Doug the ’60 Bug transported Steve in style to drop off his toy donations
at the “Christmas Caddy” toy collection in December in Branford, Conn.
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One in particular was a great friend from New
Hampshire, Gordi Davis, who was taken from this
world much too soon, in November 2013. 

Gordi was one of the most unique and interest-
ing people we have ever met—within the old car
world and within ANY world, for that matter—
and he was a brilliant VW mechanic and restorer
to boot! He was responsible for a great deal of
why Doug the ’60 Bug is such a good, well-sort-
ed car to this day, after an extensive get-well
visit with Gordi probably 20 or so years ago, at
Gordi’s shop, then located in Marlow, N.H., called
“4EVER4” (in recognition of Gordi’s love of flat-

four VWs). When I drive Doug, I will always
think of Gordi, and appreciate the positive mark
he left on this world.

■WHEELS ALWAYS TURNING: Not going to
get into any details right now, but I did want to
say that more antique wheel restoration projects
are percolating in various stages (both in my
mind and in my garage), and upon which I am
eager to make more progress once spring weath-
er returns. I look forward to sharing more
details! For now, all the best for 2014 and Happy
Volkswagening! VWCA

The annual Woodbury Dunn Safety Award Contest is now
underway for 2014. This is the leading single safety

endeavor promoted by the Volkswagen Club of America. 
The Woodbury Dunn Memorial trophy was established in

memory of club member Woodbury Dunn, who was killed in an
automobile accident in 1956. Woodbury, a well-known and
well-liked member at that time, was killed in his VW when a
cement truck passed going up a hill and hit him head-on. The
trophy is awarded once a year, at the annual VWCA conven-
tion, to the local club with the most effective safety
program. As the original trophy remains in
the possession of the VWCA, the winning
local club receives a beautifully engraved
plaque and cool banner to display at club
events.

The VWCA encourages each local club to
have a safety director. However, if this posi-
tion is not currently filled, each local club is
still invited to participate in this competition.
The goal is to strive for safety of all club mem-
bers and their families. By instituting this award process, we
encourage all clubs to provide some level of a safety program
for their members and VW vehicles. A letter has been sent out
to every affiliated club outlining the rules and guidelines along
with a letter of intent form. I encourage all clubs to participate
in this important and fun program.

If you have any questions, please contact Tom Kravcar,
VWCA safety director, at car57chevy@comcast.net. VWCA

ARIZONA: David Hood,Casa Grande

CALIFORNIA: Michael Kent, Rancho Santa Fe;

Willie Contreras,Santa Barbara; Kecia Millan-

ponce,Sierra Madre

FLORIDA: Tom R. Johnson, Marco Island; Thomas

E. Albert Jr., Naples; Cheryl Fralick, Tallahassee

ILLINOIS: Joe Troutman, Chicago; Jordan Platt, La

Grange; Charles Cranmer, Naperville

IOWA: Terry Hamm, Mason City

MARYLAND: Winslow Wheeler, Hager-

stown; Thomas Alexander, Huntingtown;

David Wagner, Laurel

NEW JERSEY: Susan Scheuermann, Egg

Harbor City; James F. Dix, Horseheads;

Christian Borger, Niskayuna

NORTH CAROLINA: Maddie Wike, Greenville;

Mark Willey, Wilson

PENNSYLVANIA: Rodger Leasure, Belle Vernon;

Trevor Columbo, Reading

RHODE ISLAND: Kenneth Salhany, Pawtucket

SOUTH CAROLINA: Donald O Shields, York

TENNESSEE: Xen Portwood, Knoxville

VIRGINIA: Juergen Hauber, Marshall

Woodbury Dunn contest 
promotes club safety 
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■BY JACK LYMAN

■ Jack Lyman | 611 Stone Drive | Brandon, FL 33510 | vw.sprite@verizon.net

Prepare for summer driving
Several dinner and breakfast events were held

to start off the year for the  Stateline Volks
Folks, Rockford, Ill.: statelinevolksfolks.com. April
will be the annual Fix-IT-Day to get the stored
vehicles back on the road for the warmer months
(hope the snow is gone). The Vintage Picnic is
on the schedule for July 13.

Central Florida VW Club, Orlando
centralfloridavwclub.org With the annual Show-N-
Shine on hold for 2014, other activities will be
planned with the hope the show can return in
2015. A meeting at the Van Treuren dome dis-
cussed a trip to the New Smyrna street show. A
visit to a private car collection is a
possibility. The February meeting
was planned at the Yellow Dog
Eats, which features a camper bus
built into it.

Northeast Illinois Volkswagen
Association, Chicago nivaclub.org
Not much to report this time. I do
know that a trip to Mid America
Funfest and the June 22 Bug Fest
are in the works.  

Badger Beetles Auto Fun Club,
Milwaukee Winter means adapt-
ing to the weather and the Auto
Fun group had to do that this sea-
son with the cold and snow. The
safety article dealt with these
issues. The “Rear View Mirror”
covered the Christmas activities.
The group had dinner at an Italian
restaurant followed by a perform-
ance of Candy Cane Tales and

Christmas Carols. February was a Super Bowl
party without the Packers to pull for.

Volkswagen Club of Sheboygan, Wis.
shebvwc.com The club’s annual meeting and hol-
iday party was held in January. The officers
review the past years’ activities and future
events as well as election of officers. Member
rides lets members know one another by the
wheels they drive. The club has a long list of
area events for the members to attend all over
the area. On the technical side, the beloved heat
exchanger was featured. Hints on how to insu-
late the boxes and ducts sound interesting, and
the author claims his bus had heat in five miles
in 10-degree temperatures.VWCA

The old VW bus at Yellow Dog Eats. An a/c unit replaced the engine. 
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Central Florida VW Club, Orlando
centralfloridavwclub.org

Northeast Illinois Volkswagen
Association, Chicago nivaclub.org

Badger Beetles Auto Fun Club, Mil-
waukee:

Stateline Volks Folks, Rockford,
Ill.: statelinevolksfolks.com

Volkswagen Club of Sheboygan,
Wis.: shebvwc.com

Volkswagens over Georgia, Smyr-
na, Ga.:

VW Club of Chicago:

DRIVER’S SEAT ■ FROM PAGE 3

Dodge Dart. Sporting the au currant
four-door fastback shape, it also dons
Chrysler’s new catfish-like nose job. In
a switch, there isn’t a Dodge-branded
variation. Journalists concluded that
the 200 looks derivative. This Chrysler
might woo shoppers looking at the Toy-
ota Camry, Honda Accord or VW Passat.
It sports VW-style body construction
with laser-welded roof panel.

■PARTY TIME: The night before the
NAIAS’s media events (Sunday) is
almost as important as the show itself.
Carmakers invite people of influence to
various Detroit-area clambakes. Fellow
AUTOIST correspondent Tom Janiszewski
and I crashed the Mercedes C-Class
bash. How does the big-buck brand host its
guests? Very nicely, I’d say. 

Big M’s C   is its most popular sedan; it will be
built on American soil. It sports a newly minted
interior with free-standing central display and
touchpad control in the center tunnel’s arched
handrest.

In a sense, Mer-
cedes repackaged
Audi’s touchpad and
rotary control setup.
Because Mercedes
uses steering wheel
stalks for transmis-
sion operation, it
opted to turn what
once was the
shifter’s spot into a
centralized infotain-
ment control. The
layout is different if
one orders the man-
ual transmission. 

Of course, we
headed to the VW
Group’s affair at
Fishbone’s restau-

rant in Greektown, an
automotive clambake
with shellfish! Close.
They served sushi.
According the VW’s
press release, we
joined 350 Volks
folks. You could say
VWAG boss Dr. Martin
Winterkorn tooted.
He introduced VWoA’s
new CEO Michael
Horn. 

Horn says this is
his dream job. He
says he’s from Ger-
many but went to
school in the USA.

Thus, while he’s still getting acclimated to our
side of the Atlantic, he and his family feel at
home in America. He wants Americans to feel at
home with VW. 

Besides presenting Mr. Horn of plenty, Win-
terkorn assured stakeholders that a seven pas-
senger SUV is on its way. Development work has
begun on a machine that he says has emotional
appeal. Some die-hard VW fans translate emo-
tional and seating for seven as Transporter or
Microbus. Winterkorn did not elaborate,
although last year’s CrossBlue Concept is a clue. 

VW’s key point: the VW Group delivered 9.7
million vehicles worldwide in 2013, a record (up
4.8 percent since 2012). That’s just shy of VW’s
march to 2018 goal of 10 million. When VW
announced its ambitious plan, many scoffed. But
now? It’s still lofty and there are speed bumps
ahead, such as declining North American sales.
Nevertheless, VW has grown despite the Great
Recession. 

In a nod to the North American situation, Win-
terkorn emphasized VW’s qualitative growth—
items that aren’t measured in sales figures, such
as fulfilling customer dreams and wishes. I dream
Scirocco. He asserts that VW is on the offensive
when it comes to customer service and vehicle

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST

contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
cliff.leppke@fox6now.com. 

New VW CEO Michael Horn takes a
seat in the Dune concept. 

➤
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quality. And indeed, VW’s banner ad outside of
Cobo proclaimed that VW has more vehicles on
the road with more than 100,000 miles on their
odometers. This claim is part of a larger “Why
VW” marketing campaign. It’s based on registra-
tion data for 49 countries.

While VW’s folks won’t confirm this, the theme
addresses a longtime problem for VW in the USA:
a reputation for indifferent vehicle reliability.
Some VW cars fare well, others don’t. 

Winterkorn calls the Golf “Das Auto.” It’s now
produced in North America. Packed with innova-
tive features, Winterkorn says it will give VW a
boost. Built on VW’s latest MQB modular plat-
form, which required retooling of VW’s Mexican
plant, it’s part of the VW Group’s plan to invest
$7 million in North America during the next five
years. A Golf wagon will hail from Mexico, too. 

Winterkorn assured us that VWoA is a “corner-
stone,” a key to VW’s global growth. He claims a
recent Forbes cover story on VW is proof that the
VW remains relevant in the States. VW brands
such as Porsche and Audi continued to build
momentum—each broke sales records. Besides
the Porsche Macan crossover, $170 million expe-
rience centers will further enhance the sports
car brand’s appeal. 

As the night unfolded, one gained access to
VWoA’s behind-the-scenes legal and financial
experts. They say the turmoil over where to
build VW’s midsize
crossover boils down to
incentives. VW wants
every deal it can obtain.
That’s how the game is
played. 

The midsize crossover
will use VW’s MQB tool-
box. That requires fur-
ther investment in tool-
ing and training if it’s
built in Chattanooga.
VW also wants to
reduce production costs
by persuading its pro-

duction partners to build their plants alongside
VW’s. So far, the American Passat plant hasn’t
lured enough of those vendors, which increases
VW’s costs. VWoA’s top labor representative,
Bernd Osterloh, dubbed VW’s U.S. operations a
“disaster.” Now, he says he’s open to letting VW
build its midsize crossover in Chattanooga with-
out creating a works council there.

Horn has said that VWoA’s management was
asleep at the wheel. That’s one reason why
VWAG took the reins from Jonathan Browning
and his vice presidents. 

■THE CLAPPER: Dr. Martin Winterkorn started
VW’s press conference with a clap. Winterkorn
strolled into VW’s designated seating area and
with two snaps of his hands, all of VW’s execu-
tives immediately parked in their chairs. Win-
terkorn said nothing. The effect was potent, yet
silent. Winterkorn’s punctuality and percussive
effects are stunning. 

Larry Hoff (aka the “crazy” reporter for WPIX
in New York) took the stage. He hosted a press
conference that aped a magazine-style TV news-
cast. Segments included Top Management News,
Sports and Lifestyle. And Hoff tossed to Frank
Fischer “live” from Chattanooga. Because Dodge
has Ron Burgundy (aka Will Ferrell), the news-
cast unfolded without 1970s kitsch.

Hoff introduced a recorded segment with Win-
terkorn confirming that
VW will launch a mid-
size crossover by 2016.
This morphed into a talk
about VW sales by
region, highlighting
VW’s growth in China. 

Hoff invited Horn to
the stage. Horn present-
ed the 1.4-liter BlueMo-
tion Passat in Reef Blue.
Powered by VW’s EA211
turbocharged gasoline
mill, also found in the
Jetta hybrid, this ver-
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Audi’s Allroad concept. 
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sion has active cylinder management and a
start/stop system. ACM can deactivate cylinders
two and three. This Passat is rated 42 mpg high-
way.

While the press release billed it as designed for
North America, (it has the American Passat’s
body), VW did not say it will build it. Currently,
the Passat’s new engine is the latest EA888, TSI
1.8-liter.

Regardless, VW apparently wants to reclaim its
status as a vendor gas-sipping cars. The irony:
VW’s PR continues to talk diesel. 

■ELECTRIFYING: We could see the introduc-
tion of the electric e-Golf coming; its signature
C-shaped LED running lamps glowed behind the
stage-right curtain. Powered by a 115-hp electric
motor, juiced by lithium ion battery pack rated
24.2 kWh, it goes on sale late this year. VW’s
roadside assistance reduces range anxiety.

■NEXT PITCH: For sports, Hoff plugged the
potent Golf R. This became the European-built
all-wheel-drive, 290-hp Golf R’s North American
premiere. Its potent turbocharged engine has
twin-fuel injection system with both port and
direct injection for each cylinder; variable intake
and exhaust valve timing further enhance flexi-
bility. Equipped with either an automated manu-
al (DSG) or a six-speed manual the Golf R hits 60

mph in less than five seconds. 
Despite an uptick in power from the previous

Golf R, VW claims newfound fuel efficiency. 
The lifestyle segment headed west. Setting the

stage, Canadian band Walk on the Earth did the
instrumental work and the Detroit World Choir
added vocals. After some song and dance, the
Dune ambled to the center stage turntable (see
more on Page 6).

■GOLF CARTA: While the Dune took center
stage, I unearthed a club of VW Golfs: GTI, R,
TSI, TDI and e. That’s five different flavors. From
what I saw, it looks VW will market the Golf as a
premium compact in highline trim. 

The GTI’s engine specs are not completely set-
tled. It’s not certain whether we’ll get variable
valve timing and the twin injection setup (port
and direct for each cylinder) that powers the top-
tier European GTI. That’s because our GTI will
get Mexican-made engines. VW’s south-of-the-
border engine plant doesn’t produce VW’s hottest
GTI mill. That could change. Because Audi’s Q5
will soon come from a Mexican assembly plant,
and Audi uses the VVT engine, we could get a
super GTI engine. That means horsepower could
climb from 210 to 230. 

Michael Klopotowski, VW’s product planner
whose first car was a VR6 GTI, was my Golf pro.
He took me through VW’s Golf course. He cannot

confirm what’s in our Golf’s caddy. He
can say: the 1.8-liter TSI Golf (SE) on dis-
play is a four door with rear-view camera.
This generation Golf gets an adjustable
load floor. One can raise it so it’s flush
with the folded rear seatbacks or drop it
down putting the below-the-floor stowage
room atop of it. Clips hold the floor up
when accessing the spare tire. A
panoramic sunroof tilts and slides. 

The fresh touch-screen radio is easier
to use. It has automatic headlamps. The
multi-function switchgear on leather-
wrapped flat-bottom steering wheel says
GTI. You get power seat recline. Ambi-
ent interior lighting with Golf badge
illumination on the doorsills is sweet.
Climatronic automatic heating/air con-Michael Horn talks up the Golf R. ➤
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ditioning keeps kart occupants comfy. Expect
alloy wheel sizes in 16, 17 and 18 inches. 

The SEL version adds park distance assist, Bi-
Xenon headlights, piano black interior, pushbutton
start, sport comfort seating and proximity sensing
radio. Its hand sensing display can wipe too. Its
chief advantage: you can
optimize the screen for
biggest clutter-free
maps. By moving your
hand near the screen, it
will show touch points—
like hiding the Windows
toolbar. 

As shown, the GTI
gets hidden LED fog
lights recessed in the
lower bumper grilles.
As with other seventh-
gen Golfs, an accent
line runs through the
upper grille and into
the headlights. On the
GTI, a red line cuts
through the lamps and grille, a GTI homage hue.
Lighted thresholds add interest. This GTI has
handbrake rather than the electronic parking
brake used in Europe. 

A drive mode select feature offers four choices:
it can vary the engine’s sound, steering effort
and throttle response. The CD player moves to
the glove box. VW pulled the chilled glove box
control toward the compartment’s front. Previ-
ously you had to fish for it. 

Overhead switches are ramped; identifying
their purposes clearer. Like most new cars, this
one doesn’t have rear door lock pulls. It does
have aft face vents. Also handy is the side power
mirror control. It, like the dashboard itself, is
canted toward the driver. 

The manual climate controls provide a satisfy-
ing tactile sensation. Space underneath each
Golf’s dash is finished. Pillars are not cloth cov-
ered. First impression: thumbs up. 

■SCIROCCO: It’s not a secret that American
Dub Heads wish for another Scirocco. VW’s
sporty car routinely tops the list of desirable but
unobtainable vehicles. VW isn’t completely con-
vinced that it can move enough hatchback
coupes to make federalizing it worth the bother.

It’s also concerned
about price. VW has
eyed Hyundai’s Genesis
coupe’s tepid sales and
is cautious. Ford, how-
ever, trotted out a new
Mustang. 

That doesn’t stop
speculation! 

Baited by Scirocco
intrigue, I asked VW
designer Klaus Bischoff
to comment. He says VW
will facelift/refresh the
current European model.
When VW finally redoes
it utilizing the MQB
toolbox, he hints it will

become more coupe-like. That should set it apart
from the now sleek-looking seventh-generation
GTI. Some think the next Scirocco should share
the Polo’s footprint; those dimensions are closer to
VW’s trend-setting 1970s subcompact GT. 

But when asked whether it will be a wedge-
shaped missile like the first one, Bischoff walked
off. He’s not going to tell or doesn’t like Scirocco
speculation. VWAG executives get testy when
Americans mention the Scirocco. Within VWAG,
it’s known that Walter DeSilva wants to pen the
new one. He has the sharp eyes that guided the
Audi A5 into production. And if you’ve ever seen
him draw, he’s got a good hand, too. Will the
Scirocco return as an appealing, affordable,
authentic sports coupe? It’s like Tinker Bell; we
can clap like mad. 

On the sidelines: the Amarok truck. While VW
enthusiasts think this ride is awesomely cool,
VW must gauge sales of GM’s midsize
Canyon/Colorado trucks. You might say that this
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The new GTI.
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and the Scirocco were no shows in Detroit. 

■PRODUCT CYCLES: Every two years or so,
carmakers freshen their products. Both the Pas-
sat and Jetta are due. VW insiders say the money
earmarked for new duds, went into improving
both vehicles’ structures so that they fare better
in the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety’s
minimal offset impact. That crash test is
designed to simulate what happens when you
hit, say, a light pole.

Because VW put its money on crash protection,
it did not have much left for facelifts.
Thus, we can expect only minor revi-
sions. 

Because VW plans to launch the fresh-
looking 2015 Jetta perhaps as early as
mid-2014, VW hasn’t put much market-
ing emphasis on the 2014 model’s signif-
icantly improved fuel economy, turbocharged
engine, savory power steering and sporting
multi-link rear suspension. 

Well, that’s what they’re saying. For many
years, VW tested the waters with a Wolfsburg
Edition. That would predict the upgrades we’d
find on the following year’s models. Not for
2014.

You can get a 30th anniversary Jetta GLI. In
1984, VW gave the Jetta a GTI heart transplant,
sliding a 90-hp 1.8-liter engine under its hood. It
teamed that to a close-ratio five-speed manual trans-
mission. This, suspension upgrades and sports seat-
ing turned the Jetta into a nifty, yet thrifty compact
sports sedan—a cure for carsickness.

■MARK BARNES RETURNS: Former VWoA
COO Mark Barnes is back, replacing Frank Triv-
ieri as VWoA’s sales vice president. Dealers blame
Trivieri for an ill-fated stair-step incentive. Deal-
er holdbacks were linked to ambitious sales tiers.
A holdback is money a dealer receives from a
carmaker after selling a vehicle. Trivieri’s move
to push more cars by tying dealer incentives ruf-
fled feathers. 

Barnes, who returns from his GM post in
China, is known as a people person. He’s likely
to gain dealer confidence and smooth relations
between VWoA and its dealer network.

■SUPER BOWL: VW’s “Wings” ad won the auto-
motive Super Bowl ads most-watched-on-YouTube
game. The ads play with either the Post Modernist
1987 Wim Wender’s film “Wings of Desire” or
1946 Frank Capra’s “It’s a Wonderful Life.” In one
film an angel loses his wings, the other gets his. 

In the VW spot, a Passat-driving father tells his
daughter, as their odometer spins past 100,000
miles, a fanciful story. He says that each time a
VW hits 100,000 miles a VW engineer gets his
wings. This leads to a series of vignettes that are

supposedly in the daughter’s
imagination: engineers with
wings blown away in the wind
tunnel or an engineer goosing a
female co-worker. If one of those
engineers looked like Mary Barra
(GM’s CEO/engineer), that would

make me laugh. None of the VW’s actor-engi-
neers were women. 

As any wise kid, this daughter shoots back: if
the wings story were true, the VW’s engineers
would pop rainbows out of there rears when VW
hit 200,000 miles. A final shot shows a technicol-
or angelic creature. 

No harm here. “Wings” made it to 11th place
on USA Today’s postgame ad score. 

Audi’s spot is another matter. It posits that the
new A3 isn’t a compromise. I’d agree; it’s a better
driver than the Mercedes CLA. Audi’s spot uses
animation to prove the point with an odd cross-
breed Doberhauhuas. This might have made
sense as an art-class animation assignment. For
an ad, it takes far too long get to the Audi. Musi-
cian Sarah McLachlan makes a cameo. She paro-
dies her love for animals.

While I thought “Dober” was a mess, it ranked
third in Super Bowl vehicle ads viewed on
YouTube. Animation domination? 

■CHICAGO WINNERS: Chicago’s International
Auto Show began with the Midwest Automotive
Media Association’s presentation of the Family
Vehicle of the Year. The winner: Chevrolet’s
Impala; runner-up, Mazda’s 6. I’m one of the
judges. Both made my top three. If you won-
dered who votes and how, now you know. VWCA

• View 2014
Super Bowl and

other VW commercials,
tinyurl.com/l98u2nf
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Don’t move! Without telling us. Send changes to VWCA,
P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by e-mail at
vwclub@aol.com.

RATES: Free to members listing their club ID number
(includes photos). For non-members, the rate is $5 for
the first 35 words plus 15 cents for each additional
word; photos are an additional $5. Advertisers must
give their VWCA ID number or pay cash in advance. We
reserve the right to edit ads as necessary due to space
limitations. Photos to be returned must be accompa-
nied by a S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send with ad
copy to VWCA Classified Ads, 1554 Roanoke Ave.,
Aurora, IL 60506. Ads that require no payment or are
not to be accompanied by printed photos can be e-
mailed to vwclub@aol.com.

FOR SALE: 1987 VW
Cabriolet Convertible, new
paint, new top, always
garaged, 135,000 miles,
$3,800. Call 704-483-
1121 (NC) or e-mail
gaputnam@charter.net.
FOR SALE: 1952-2009

VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-$149.95. Aftermarket VW
Shop Manuals (6 different publishers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979
VW Restoration Manual $37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So.,
Seattle WA 98118, (206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.
FOR SALE: Vintage Bergfreund Lederhosen. These authentic
high quality Bergfreund Lederhosen belonged to me. They were
purchased for me while we lived in Stuttgart between 1958 and
1961. These are in nice condition — no holes, tears, rips, odors,
etc. I cannot call them new because they were probably worn
three or four times. After we moved back to the U.S. in 1961,
they have not been worn since. They are marked BERGFREUND

on the inside of the waist. All four of the original buttons for the
suspenders are present. The belt is original, but no suspenders
are offered with this set of lederhosen. The size is stamped a 42,
which is probably the European sizing, which has the following
measurements: Length from top of waist to bottom of leg in the
back: 19”; circumference of the waist: 31”; Length from top of
zip fly to crotch seam: 13”; Length of the belt when laid flat on a
table: 35”. They are from a non-smoking home. It is time that
they go to someone who would appreciate this unique type of
clothing. Please make an offer ($) and contact me by email. Dan
Spannraft, dsls@calcon.net.

FOR SALE: Two Audi TT’s; 2009 Roadster, FWD, AT, 4,186
miles, perfect, unusual extras, $34,000/best. 2002 Coupe, Quat-
tro, 5-speed, 5,933 miles, perfect, $20,000/best. Peter A. Dyke-
ma, (269) 671-4727 (MI).
FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36 horse-
power, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc dual port.
Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).
FOR SALE: Stewart-Warner South Wind gas heater for a VW
Bug. Completely rebuilt by Joe Boerio (J.B.’s Heater Service).
Installed in car but never turned on, so it's virgin! Complete
instructions included. Joe’s rebuilt price: $375. For sale at $250
plus shipping. Call Allen at (708) 373-6269 (IL).
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2,
2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by
Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruck-
mann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen and Audi parts. John’s
Car Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180 or
e-mail johnscarcorner@yahoo.com.
WANTED: Two N.O.S. front fenders for my 1954 VW Bug.
Please no aftermarket ones. Call Bob Bybee, (310) 834-4933,
Long Beach, Calif.
WANTED: VW Technicians (air-cooled preferred) and VW Parts
Associates for employment in parts, service and machine shop
facility in Kingman, AZ. Contact Julie at (928) 753-1477 or e-mail
tntautocenter@frontier.com.
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Sometimes, that old photo you know you have just
doesn’t present itself. Such was the case with Lois
Grace’s collection of early 1970s images of her
1959 Transporter and brothers and friends who
frequented the family’s out-of-the way ranch in
northern California (Jan/Feb AUTOIST). The images above show Lois’ brother, Bruce Kile, driving the home-
built dune buggy onto Vernon, the old Transporter. Mr. Veedle, Bruce’s 1958 VW panel van, is also pic-
tured. Bruce wanted a VW van to drive when he got out of the Navy, and their father bought him this one.  
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