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23 • Frontdriver | Richard G. Van Treuren
26 • VolksWoman | Lois Grace

■ CONVENTION:  A big car
show and a throwback rallye
highlight the annual event.       

■ GOLF SPORTWAGEN: VW
has a new Squareback, and it’s
chock full of surprises. 

■ LOSSES IN THE FAMILY:
Deaths of three VWCA mem-
bers leave a hole.   

■ SUMMER SCHOOL: We hit
the track and learn some key
lessons for older drivers. 

Audi models hit
oil guzzler list  
Consumer Reports pegs

Audi’s 2.0-liter tur-
bocharged four-cylinder
engines (TFSI gas) found in
the A3, A4, A5, A6 and Q5 as
one of the worse oil-consum-
ing offenders—late-model
engines under-warranty that
burn too much oil. Audis,
Subarus, BMWs, Porsches
and Mercedes top CR’s dirty
30 most oil thirsty list. Even
Honda and Toyota have pro-
duced oil guzzlers. Audi has
settled a class-action lawsuit
over the issue. This agree-
ment extends the power-
train warranty on some
engines, but CR claims its
data show other Audi
engines, even new ones, con-
sume higher-than-normal
amounts of oil. 
Because VW and Audi use

similar turbocharged four-
cylinder engines, VW drivers
might find themselves push-
ing for engine repairs under
their power train warranties.
Carmakers sometimes claim
it’s acceptable for a vehicle
to burn a quart every 600 to
700 miles—meaning you’ll

add several expensive quarts
of synthetic oil between rou-
tine oil changes. That’s a
potential disaster if you
aren’t diligent in checking
engine fluids.
According to VW, oil level

sensors are built into late-
model oil pans. I haven’t
confirmed their efficacy. 

■CAR WARS: For the first
six months of 2016, VW took
the top-seller crown in an
international automotive
sales race with Toyota and
GM. VW sold 5.04 million
units, Toyota 5.02 million
and GM 4.86 million. Toyota,
however, is the most prof-
itable at $6.16 billion, VW
$3.85 billion and GM $1.3
billion. 
Analysts say currency and

product development costs
might change future profits,
while softening sales in
China and other markets
might alter who’s on top.
Yet, VW has taken the sales
lead by roughly the number
of Camry models Toyota sells
in the USA during one
month. 
In the USA, Audi continues

to post year-over-year sales

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

■TURN TO PAGE 28



■TOP GRADES: The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety has awarded its highest safety
ranking on the 2016 Golf and Jetta families. For
2016, Jetta and Golf models retained 2015’s
“Good” ratings across the board, while also
receiving an “Advanced” crash prevention rating,
thanks to the new collision warning and emer-
gency braking systems. 

■TOUAREG HYBRID AXED: VW announced it
plans to discontinue production of the Touareg
Hybrid for the 2016 model year. The rest of the
model’s lineup continues essentially unchanged,
having received a facelift for the 2015 model year.
■PRICE TRIM FOR TIGUAN: In an effort to
make the Tiguan more competitive, VW trimmed
$1,400 off its sticker price for 2016, coinciding
with the Tig’s big increase in standard equipment.
Keyless entry and the latest touch-screen infotain-
ment system are among the extras being added. 

■VW AIR BAG INCIDENT: A June crash in Mis-
souri involving a 2015 VW Tiguan, in which the
side air bag inflated with too much force, has
triggered a federal investigation involving newer
air bags made by Takata Corp. The incident is
the first involving a VW, the first in a side air
bag and the first involving newer versions of
Takata units. 

■KEY FOB HACK: Security researchers from
the UK and the Netherlands say they reverse-
engineered an anti-theft component in key fobs
used in most VW, Audi, Fiat, Honda and Volvo
cars, allowing hackers to wirelessly start the
vehicles within 30 minutes. 

■DIESEL VALUE: Following up on a 2013 study,
the University of Michigan continues to find that
paying the extra money upfront for a diesel
model saves drivers cash in the long term. Over
three to five years of ownership, the diesels gen-
erally kept $2,000 to $7,000 in owners’ pockets,
the study showed. 

■MOVIE STAR CAR: AUTOIST correspondent
Lois Grace told the story in the July/Aug issue
about her 1969 Beetle being featured in the new
independent film “The Good Blonde.” You can get
a glimpse of Bogie the VW and his fellow actors
in the trailer, available at bit.ly/1K2HiBG.
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■FROM THE ARCHIVES

■ SEPT/OCT 2005: As if
steered by a ghost driver, a
Touareg with high-tech
sensors but no driver
on board demon-
strated what
it has
learned from
humans: go
without a
human. VW put the prototype to test on an off-road
course, and the “intelligent” four-wheel drive vehi-
cle tackled the course with ease. Later this year, VW
will take part in the U.S. “Grand Challenge 2005,” a
race for driverless autos, entering the prototype’s
sister model. (Postscript: It won the race.) 

■ SEPT/OCT 2005: At
the Geneva Auto
Show, VW chairman
Ferdinand Piech
said VW’s Chico
minicar will take
only seven hours
to assemble, a
world best,
because of
advances in productivi-
ty. The Chico will be launched next year. (Post-
script: It never did).  

■ SEPT/OCT 1985: The Rabbit apparently will live
on for the next several years in the form of VW’s
Cabriolet. Car and Driver reports that chief design-

er Herbert Schaefer had offered two different pro-
posals for a replacement: one based on the new Golf
and another on the Jetta. But VW’s product strate-
gy committee has shelved those plans until the
arrival of the third-generation Golf in 1991.
Meanwhile, the current Cabrio will live on as
long as there’s demand.   

■ SEPTEMBER 1975: For quite some time
now, European Audi dealers have been urging
the factory to give the Audi 80 (VW Fox) a dif-

ferent “face” so that Europeans may better distin-
guish it from the quite similar looking (and less
prestigious) VW Passat (VW Dasher). Sales of the
the Audi 80 are not too spectacular, and the factory
is said to plan a facelift for 1976. 

■ SEPTEMBER 1965: Letter to the editor: In your
“Blue Pencil Notes” in the July AUTOIST, you

stated your intention of publishing mem-
bers’ pictures. I think that is a great
idea. I have long felt that the lack of
pictures in the AUTOIST was one of its
greatest weaknesses. Why not offer
a free prize of a roll of film for each
picture published? 

■ OCTOBER 1955: One of the most valuable safety
features you can have in your VW is a safety belt
for each front seat. They can save your life in case
of an accident and also make it more fun to drive
on those curved roads. They’re inexpensive and
easy to install. Safety belts are available from most
aircraft supply stores. If you wish, you can usually
use a vegetable dye to match your car’s interior.

10 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO



■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com
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embers of the Northeast Illinois
Volkswagen Association host-
ed the 60th VWCA Conven-
tion in June, and they hit

the ground running. Starting off the
Friday activities was a cruise to
nearby Augustino’s Rock & Roll
restaurant, where a replica of Jake
and Elwood Blues can be found
lounging in the dining room. Augusti-
no’s is a popular site in the western

Chicago suburbs for cruise nights and
impromptu car shows.

Then it was on to the Cascade
Drive-in theater, one of only a hand-
ful of outdoor theaters still remain-
ing in the country. NIVA members
were clever enough to arrange for
all of our group to park together so
we could “party-on.” Cascade offers a
double-feature, with the first film suit-

able for general audiences and the sec-

60TH VWCA CONVENTION

BIG BITES OF FUN
NIVA puts on a well-tuned show in Chicago area

By SHELL TOMLIN

M
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ond, well, not so much. It was OK to leave early
and not feel that you’d missed a lot.
Saturday morning’s business meeting brought

out several fresh ideas for improvement of the
club and its benefits to members. This bylaws-
mandated gathering is sometimes thought to be
too dry for some, but it was quite productive this
time. If you usually skip this convention feature
(See Page 31), it’s time to get your feet wet!

After lunch, it was time for Photoscenic 2015,
back by popular demand. This rallye is fashioned
after Chicago club member Gaston Krishman’s
classic event of the 1960s and ’70s, where partic-
ipants are given a page of photographs and their
approximate locations. The goal is to drive to the
object in the photo and answer a question about
it. With almost any piece of information available
via smartphone nowadays, this type of event is

Tom Kravcar (back to camera) displays his beautifully restored camper
while chatting with Ray Banks, a Badger Beetles AutoFun Club member. 

Swappers and shoppers check out the goodies.

➤

One of the strange items to be identified
by Photoscenic rallyists. 
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as challenging to the rallyemaster
as it is to the participants. In the
end, everyone finished and nobody
got lost, even one who ran sans
navigator.
This year’s awards banquet

took an interesting twist. Just a
few hundred yards from the head-
quarters hotel sits one of many
Portillo’s Restaurants. Chicago-
area folks know the Portillo’s
chain for its famous hot dogs, but
the restaurant also has a full line
of pasta dishes, salads, beef entrees and the
best chocolate cake you have ever eaten. (This
writer remembers frequenting the first Por-
tillo’s, a simple hot dog trailer located in a

shopping center parking lot in
the 1960s!) We took over the
restaurant’s banquet room and
were treated like royalty by the
staff. This gave us enough priva-
cy for our awards presentations
after dinner.
Another unique twist was the

slide presentation by Ryan Schulz
during our meal. Rallye partici-
pants were encouraged to take
photos of their adventures along
the route and email them to Ryan.

Roars of laughter periodically went up as we
watched the successes and failures of our fellow
rallyists shown on a large screen TV. Now there’s
a concept that was never dreamed of back in the

CONVENTION

Recently, some rapidly deteriorating
movie footage was discovered showing
scenes from the fourth VWCA Convention in
1959 and a club rallye, gymkhana and hill
climb of about the same era. 
Although these were in poor condition

and the sound tracks obliterated, they are
still amusing to watch, whether you are a
new member or an old-timer.
In one, you’ll notice the (then typical) dis-

putes between rally driver and navigator, the skillful
maneuvering of VWs through the cones on a
gymkhana and a hill climb, once a frequent convention
event.
Scenes from the fourth VWCA Convention recall the

days when hundreds attended the business meeting in
suits and ties, and smoking was common. The featured
speaker at that convention, by the way, was legendary

CBS newsman Walter Cronkite, seen in the video at the
awards banquet.
To view these, go to yesvideo.com and click on the

“sign in” button in the upper left corner. After clicking
the sign-in box on the next page, enter the email
address vwclub@aol.com and the password vwca2015
and the two videos will appear. Click the triangle in the
center of the desired video to watch.

Vintage videos capture
early days of the VWCA

The sponsors
G & H Import Auto Parts
9734 S Cicero Ave
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Stiftung AutoMuseum Volkswagen
Dieselstrasse 35
Wolfsburg, Germany

Stoner Inc.                                                  
1070 Robert Fulton Highway
Quarryville, PA 17566 
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1960s.
On Sunday, back at the headquar-

ters hotel, the setup began for the
car show and swap meet. This is
NIVA’s regularly scheduled Bug
Fest (one of two major NIVA car
shows each year). After an all-night
drizzle, by 9 a.m. the sun was shin-
ing and usual level of attendance of

a typical
Bug Fest
was on
hand. So
many
unique and
beautiful
VWs were
on display,
it was diffi-

cult to pick a favorite. You can see
many of them in our website photo
gallery at vwclub.org.
But all conventions must come to

an end, so we bid our thanks to
NIVA for a job well done. Next up
is Kokomo, Ind., for the 61st, with
the help of the City of First VW
Club. More details later. VWCA

The winners
Eberle Newsletter Trophy:
“Badger Beetles AutoFun
News,” Laura and Lyle Kuklins-
ki, editors
Woodbury Dunn Safety
Award: Badger Beetles Auto-
Fun Club, Lyle Kuklinski, safety
director
Wolfsburg Trophy (most active
local chapter): Northeast Illi-
nois Volkswagen Association,
Kirk Schulz, president

Photoscenic 2015 Rallye
Ryan Schulz, driver; Rick1
Carlson, navigator
Kim Rodriguez, driver;2
Bev Kuntzsch, navigator
John Portzer, driver; Laura3
Portzer, navigator
Tom Janiszewski, driver;4
Joe Marrazzo, navigator
(non-member)
Don Maldonado, driver;5
David Maldonado, naviga-
tor
Kirk Schulz, driver; Pam6
Schulz, navigator
Frank Caruso, driver; no7
navigator

Old Buses put their best face forward at Bug Fest.

MORE PHOTOS, PAGES 10-11

Retro turn
signals on a
New Beetle.
Later in the
day, they
somehow
migrated to
the roof. 
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CONVENTION

Banquet scene at Portillo’s. 

Kirk Schulz, president of the Northeast Illinois Volkswa-
gen Association takes home the Wolfsburg Trophy. The
original is shown at left. 

Bev Kuntzsch (left) and Kim Rodriguez accept the Eberle
Newsletter Award for the Badger Beetles AutoFun News in
Milwaukee. 

Cascade Drive-in still has the old-fashioned
speakers, but movie-goers can get better
sound by tuning to a designated FM station. 
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Photoscenic rallye winners (driver/navigator, from left); Ryan Schulz/Rick Carlson, first; John Portzer/Laura Portzer,
third; and Bev Kuntzsch/Kim Rodriguez, second. 

The Badger Beetles AutoFun Club in Milwaukee won the Wood-
bury Dunn Safety Award. Accepting are Bev Kuntzsch (left) and
Kim Rodriguez (right) with Tom Kravcar, VWCA safety director,
presenting.

ABOVE: A bright orange early ’70s Super Beetle was
a standout at the Bug Fest car show. BELOW: A fine
1955 Beetle Convertible with semaphores. 
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or 2015, VW’s
stateside SportWa-
gen (called Variant
overseas) dons the

Golf moniker rather
than the Jetta’s. The
seemingly muddled
name game signifies
change: VW’s new
wagon embraces the
seventh-generation
Golf’s MQB toolkit. Last
year’s Jetta SportWagen,
while wearing the sixth-

generation Golf’s face,
actually rode (nicely I
might add) on the fifth-
generation’s nearly
decade-old underpin-
nings. 
From top to bottom,

VW’s new Squareback is
chock full of surprises.
It’s nicely finished, easy
at the pump, handier to
load and even nicer to
drive. Under the hood:
Your pick of two inline

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

2015 GOLF SPORTWAGEN

SQUARE
IS BACK

F
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four-cylinder, direct-
injection, tur-
bocharged engines
— either a 150-hp
2.0-liter TDI (diesel)
or a 170-hp 1.8-liter
TSI (gas). Go TSI and
then you can route
those ponies through
either a five-speed
manual transmission
or a six-speed auto-
matic. Diesel mills
attach to either a six-
speed manual or a
twin-clutch automat-
ed manual six-speed
gearbox (DSG). VW doesn’t recommend the latter
for towing — just so you know.
My Tornado Red wagon tester with clutch pedal

and a five-speed tranny represents a high-value
proposition; it lists for $22,215 (including destina-
tion). That’s an attractive price for this thought-
fully trimmed package. You can spend an extra
$10,000 if you want, but the base model offers a
lot. First, the cabin is top tier including a chilled
glove box, adjustable front center armrest and
rear face vents. Second, depending on how you
configure the rear floor (more later), you gain at
least four more inches of stacking height. The
tapered rear limits what you can fit into the 27-
inch by 40-inch aperture, but the D pillars also
house air bags, and then there’s a handy overhead
cargo light. 
Wagon lovers rejoice; it has many cubbies, a

front seat bin, an origami cargo floor, nest-below-
the-floor retractable stowage cover and a roof
rack too. The rear floor rests on a removable plas-
tic frame. You can even pull the below-the-floor
spare tire and install a cargo bin there too. The
portfolio-like floor folds in three sections from
upright producing a grocery holding box to
Nebraska flat. All three pieces nest at the bay’s
front or you can remove them to fully access the
carpeted under-floor space. With the frame in
place, that floor is roughly the same height as
rear bumper and the lowered split-type seat backs
with pass through. Without the frame, you gain

about three-to-four
inches of vertical
space. There are four
rear seat release
points: one at each
seat and another set
in the cargo bay. Use
the latter and the
corresponding seat-
back flips itself into
a supine position —
neat. 
VW claims 30.4

cubic feet of space
behind the rear seat
and 66.5 with seats
folded. Cargo height

varies from 32 inches above the rear axle to about
36 inches aft with cargo floor lowered. Length
from the front seatback is about 64 inches, rear
seat back 32. That’s roomy, if you can fit items
through the limited-height entrance. Spelunkers:
you can fit camera bags, tripods, laptop comput-
ers and more under that transformable cargo
floor. Since someone stole my two-stage snow
blower, I checked whether the SportWagen could
ingest another. It’s possible. Unfortunately for me,
I couldn’t find a suitable snow remover to use as
an example. So I packed loads of VW wheels and
tires and wheels that needed mending. Easy.
This VW delivers packages and people. While it

pampers the stuff you haul, it also has a willing
power train and decent seating. Five passengers
might fit (four certainly) because there’s adequate
headroom above the rear seat’s firm middle sec-
tion. Drivers get luxury-grade touch points such
as a leather-wrapped, flat-bottom steering wheel
with switchgear, leather shift knob and leather-
covered parking brake lever. Instrumentation:
analogue style with the speedo and tach separated
by an info screen. The canted center stack has
vents, climate controls and the color touch-control
infotainment screen. The power-adjust back rake
thrones with long bottom cushions are covered 
in V-Tex, a purposeful vinyl (cloth for 2016). 
The rear seat is supportively comfortable. This

does not impede its utility. Unlike older VW wag-
ons, you do not have to flip up the rear seat bot-

Extra storage can be found below the removable floor frame. 

➤
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SPORTWAGEN
tom cushion or remove the headrests in order to
fold the backrests. Even when the front seats are
pushed rearward, the rear backrests tuck down
easily. It’s simple. For eons, converting a VW
wagon to max cargo room was tedious. Wolfsburg
fixed that. Wonderful. 
VW’s new 170-hp TSI engine supplies go

power. Compared with the outgoing inline five-
cylinder mill, this one
has more torque and
a wider power band.
The big news: effi-
ciency. Whereas the
old unit drank fuel
like an NFL line-
backer gulps
Gatorade, the new
one sips regular-
grade gas. How
thrifty? Well, I netted
10 more miles per
gallon overall com-
pared with the former
five-cylinder engine—
39 mpg using the A/C
and driving the
newer 70 mph Mid-
western speed limits.
My Milwaukee to South Haven, Mich., roundtrip
netted 46 mpg. These diesel-like figures top the
Toyota Prius on the highway. EPA numbers: 25
mpg city; 36 highway; 29 overall. 
VW improved fuel efficiency by utilizing sever-

al tricks. One’s obvious: the engine reaches oper-
ating temp fast. VW cast the exhaust manifold
into the cylinder heat and reconfigured coolant
flow. Internal engine friction is lower and vari-
able valve timing is employed. The mill, which is
powerful, is stifled by a long-geared transmis-
sion. That takes the sport out but puts economy
in. You get a quiet, low-rpm cruiser. VW includes
info-screen fuel economy prompts, shifting
advice and helps you perform roll-free launches
with hill-hold assist. Backup camera and driver
assist aids arrive for 2016.

Road and wind noise are nearly Bentley-like.
Quiet. Some road textures do come through;
everything else is subdued. It rides compliantly
on 15-inch alloy wheels and tallish sidewall rub-
ber. There’s more body roll than in the standard
Golf, and I felt some tail wag. Yet, the wagon
tracks well, steers precisely and feels agile. VW’s
cross-differential feature taps the appropriate

brake in order to
improve turn-in
response. 
This solidly Teuton-

ic auto neither
squeaked nor rattled.
But a bug in the info-
tainment system’s
ability for Bluetooth
to pair my basic
smartphone proved
vexing. One seat-
back’s fabric was
lumpy—a minor flaw.
I’ve asked for VW’s
comment on the bet-
ter-than-expected fuel
economy and the
phone pairing difficul-
ty. The answers were

vague. For 2016, VW offers enhanced smartphone
interface capabilities with USB ports for charging
portable electrical gadgets. The standard
AM/FM/HD/satellite radio also plays CDs.
During the early 1970s, you could pick from

scads of smallish station wagons. VW’s Type 3
Squareback was a popular choice. I still own one.
These days, that breed is nearly extinct due to
tallish crossovers. VW, in contrast, proves that
it’s still hip to be lowdown square. Its SportWa-
gen delivers driving satisfaction hinting that the
diesel version with larger wheels and tires and
the six-speed manual could be sporting. Mean-
while, the TSI’s combination of upscale interior,
tranquility, versatility and fuel economy make it
a superb space shuttle. It’s another Golf winner
from VW. VWCA

You’ll risk becoming tired out filling SportWagen’s storage space. 
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■BARBARA BOLTZ: The Volkswagen Club of
America lost its national secretary, Barbara
Boltz, who died July 24, 2015, at age 81 after a
long battle with injuries sustained in an automo-
bile accident. 
She was VWCA secretary for more 30 years and

was one of the cornerstones of the current
administration. A member since 1958, Barb was
also an active part of the Volkswagen Club of
Chicago and instrumental in the operation of six
national conventions based there. She was elect-
ed VWCA secretary in the 1980s and also served
as AUTOIST business manager. Drawing on her
uncanny organizational skills, she was often a
calming influence, able to develop rational solu-
tions to issues that would be baffling to others.
She was always the club’s “rock” and will be
sorely missed.
Barb is survived by her husband of 57 years,

Greg (VWCA activities director); six children,
James, Susan, Robert, Virginia, Mary and Joanne;
six granddaughters; and one great-grandson.

■DALE HEIL: Dale Heil died on June 28, 2015,
in Hiawatha, Iowa, at the age of 92. Dale was an
active VWCA member and longtime officeholder

in the Illowa VW Club, the VWCA’s Cedar Rapids,
Iowa-based local chapter. He frequently attended
national events, including the long series of
Iowa-based Maifests and Oktoberfests. Dale was
our last remaining charter member from 1955,
holding membership number 00582. In addition
to VWCA membership, Dale was active in the
Sports Car Club of America, was a WWII veteran
and a participant in the 2014 Honor Flight.
Dale’s wife of 67 years, Patricia, died in 2012.
Donations in Dale’s name may be made to

Camp Courageous of Iowa, 12007 190th St.,
Monticello, IA 52310, or to the Dennis and
Donna Oldorf Hospice House of Mercy, 315 18th
Ave., Hiawatha, IA 52233.

■JEANETTE NICHOLS: Jeanette Nichols, 76,
secretary of the Stateline  Volks Folks, a VWCA
affiliate in Rockford, Ill., died June 30, 2015. She
was always a presence at local and national Volk-
swagen events and others, assisting her hus-
band, Doug Nichols, at area swap meets. She was
an excellent seamstress and was well known for
her ability to fashion VW-related items that she
sold at swap meets. She always wore a smile and
brought cheer to everyone she met. VWCA

LOSSES IN THE FAMILY
Deaths of three key VWCA contributors leave a hole

Boltz                                                 Heil                                                    Nichols
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■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

ou might say illustrator and pro-
fessional driver Robert Ashley
poured gas in my veins and put
a 707-hp V-8 crayon in

my hands. After that, he
taught me how to draw
lines on a racetrack. I met
Ashley at a driving school
hosted by the Midwest Auto-
motive Media Association,
CGI Motorsports and FCA
(Fiat Chrysler) at GingerMan
Raceway in South Haven, Mich.
The one-off event for automo-
tive journalists demonstrated
useful performance-oriented driving skills. Pairing me with Ashley,
who took to the racetrack at 60 years young, was an inspired

SUMMER SCHOOL
Robert Ashley 

High-speed 
lessons at track
event can undo
bad habits and
give an older
motorist 
a new outlook 
on safety 
and fun 

Y
BY CLIFF LEPPKE
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match. He’s proof that those born before Tanner
Foust played video games can get more out of
motoring.
I need help. So do others. I scored my driver’s

license after a 1975 road test driving a 1966 VW
Bug. My examiner, who admonished me for mak-
ing wide turns, started a bad habit — placing the
car at the corner’s inside where forward vision
and vehicle control are compromised. These days
I renew my license after passing a vision test.
The truth is that my eyes haven’t aged well—
near-field vision is poor, tracking objects is lousy,
double vision is a left eye woe and I’ve got dry
eye issues. In sum, despite glasses, life’s a blur.
On the road, I’ve
made several
snap decisions
that produced
unhappy inci-
dents because I
haven’t learned
to compensate
for slow eyes.
While my eye-

sight has pecu-
liar defects, I
represent mil-
lions of baby-
boom drivers whose vision isn’t keen. This and
other age-related woes diminish your driving
skills. Don’t give up; performance-oriented dri-
ver’s ed is helpful. Instructors carefully monitor
your eyes, for example, coaching you where to
look. They also help you undo bad driving
habits. That’s why I headed to a performance
driving school—to learn and share with you sage
advice. The other bonus: useful knowledge for
track-related motoring press events. Think about
it. You don’t get much respect if you use your
blinkers on an autocross circuit or a paddock!
I drove VW’s 2015 Golf SportWagen to track

school (though didn’t on the track). I returned
with a newfound sense of Small Wonder, wonder.
Dodge hosted lunch, a moment to tell the Hellcat
and SRT 392 stories. Although the former is in
production, Dodge halted orders due to dealer
gouging. Soon those who’ve wanted a Hellcat
can get one. And for those who don’t require the

Hellcat’s 707 ponies propelling their chariots,
the 485-hp SRT 392 offers the same track-orient-
ed suspension tuning. If you’ve watched Dodge
commercials, you know that they often poked
fun at VW’s mild-mannered Passat — going as
far as saying kids don’t put Passat posters on
their walls. Charger headlamps blink in Morse
code that those inside don’t envy the Passat.
Amusing. One imagines that Sergio Marchionne
and Dr. Martin Winterkorn are locked in a spirit-
ed skirmish. A recent TV spot shows Passat TDI
passing a gas-guzzling Charger. Was that
chance? No!
Classroom began with effective visual and

mnemonic aids:
adjust the dri-
ver’s seat such
that our wrists
could rest atop
the steering
wheel and then
place your hands
at the 3 and 9
o’clock posi-
tions. Put your
rear to the rear
or sit deeply into
the seat. This

helps you feel the car. Next, a plastic water bottle
was employed. It demonstrated that when one
applies the brakes, a car pitches forward unload-
ing the rear wheels. Upon acceleration the
reverse unfolds. If you’re trying to turn and at
the same time applying the throttle, you’re not
going to get the best control. Brake before cor-
nering, and then trail brake—lightly press the
brake pedal—to prevent unloading the car’s front
wheels as you head toward the corner’s apex.
The abbreviation SST (an unfortunate choice,
remember SST’s tire rupture?) is useful. It
reminds you that tires: stop, start and turn. Any-
time you ask the tire to do more than one thing
such as start and turn, its maximum potential is
compromised. 
Vision is important. Look ahead. That’s the key

to driving well. Use your peripheral vision, too.
All to often we get into the pattern of just focus-

■TURN TO PAGE 22

Dodge’s SRT 392 in action. 



TENNESSEE
FRANKLIN: HALLMARK VW AT COOL SPRINGS, 620 BAKERS BRIDGE
ROAD, 615-236-3200, P-10 A-15 L-10
MURFREESBORO: SOUTHEAST SIGNATURE MOTOR, 2203 NW BROAD
ST., 615-898-0700

TEXAS
HOUSTON: ARCHER VW, 10400 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY, 713-272-1700
HOUSTON: DEMONTROND VW, 14101 N. FREEWAY (I-45), 281-872-
7200
HOUSTON: MOMENTUM VW/AUDI, 2405 RICHMOND AVE., 713-596-
3300
HOUSTON: MOMENTUM VW JERSEY VILLAGE, 19550 NORTHWEST FREE-
WAY, 281-925-5000, P-10 A-20 L-10

UTAH
LAYTON: CUTRUBUS MOTORS VW, 1230 N. MAIN, 801-544-5878,
www.cutrubusmotors.com
OREM: KEN GARFF MOTORS, 195 E. UNIVERSITY PKWY., 801-374-1751

VIRGINIA
ALEXANDRIA: ALEXANDRIA VW, 107 W. GLEBE ROAD, 703-684-8888,

www.alexandriavw.com, 
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10
NEWPORT NEWS: CASEY IMPORTS, 12943 JEFFERSON AVE., 757-988-
1200
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000, P-
10 A-20 L-10
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6520 PETERS CREEK ROAD, 540-366-4830
SPRINGFIELD: SHEEHY VW, 6601 BACKLICK ROAD, 703-451-2380
WOODBRIDGE: KAREN RADLEY VW, 14700 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.,
866-756-9770, P-15 A-15 L-10

WASHINGTON
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-5280, P-
10 A-10 L-10 AC
BELLEVUE: CHAPLIN'S BELLEVUE VW, 15000 SE EASTGATE WAY, 425-
641-2002
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230
EDMONDS: CAMPBELL-NELSON VW, 24329 HWY. 99, 425-778-1131,
www.campbellnelson.com, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC NOT TO BE USED WITH
ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS
SEATTLE: CARTER VW, 5202 LEARY AVE. NW, 206-782-7474, P-15 A-15

L-15
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10

WEST VIRGINIA
HUNTINGTON: MOSES VW, 5210 US RT. 60 E., 304-736-5226, A-15
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS, 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-5451
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. SW,
304-744-1561
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E, 304-242-7313

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: KEN VANCE VW-AUDI, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-830-1111
LACROSSE: BOB BURG VW, 700 MONITOR ST., 608-782-8808, P-15 A-
15 L-15
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON ROAD,
608-241-5201, A-10
MILWAUKEE: CONCOURS, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING DR., 414-290-1400,
P-10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
ONTARIO: H.J. PFAFF MOTORS, 16885 LESLIE ST., NEWMARKET, 905-
895-2366

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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2015
Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them
whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy
you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership
cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it
might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB
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CALIFORNIA
BURLINGAME: RECTOR AUDI, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-348-0111
CERRITOS: MC KENNA CERRITOS VW, 18303 STUDEBAKER ROAD, 562-
653-9000
CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-2888, P-15
A-15 L-10
HUNTINGTON BEACH: MC KENNA VOLKSWAGEN, 18711 BEACH BLVD.,
714-842-2000
LOS ANGELES: SANTA MONICA AUDI, 1933 PONTIUS AVE., 301-393-
9922, P-15 L-15
WEST COVENA: AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE. SOUTH, 626-
384-3400, P-10 A-10 L-10
WOODLAND HILLS: AUDI AUTO GALLERY, 21301 VENTURA BLVD., 818-
884-4411

COLORADO
FORT COLLINS: ED CARROLL MOTOR CO, 3003 S. COLLEGE AVE., 970-
226-3000, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

FLORIDA
SARASOTA: SUNCOAST VOLKSWAGEN, 5005 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL, 941-
923-1700, www.sunsetautogroup.com, P-10 AC

INDIANA
EVANSVILLE: D-PATRICK, 200 N. GREEN RIVER ROAD, 812-473-6500, P-
10 A-10 L-10
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 2912 E. MAIN ST., 765-448-4582
MERRILLVILLE: TEAM VW, 3990 E. LINCOLN HWY., 888-805-3689, P-10
A-10 L-10 AC

IOWA
DAVENPORT: VW OF QUAD CITIES, 3700 HARRISON ST., 563-386-1511,
P-15 A-20 L-15 AC

MICHIGAN
MUSKEGON: MY AUTO IMPORT CENTER, 1860 E. STERNBERG ROAD,
231-799-2886

TRAVERSE CITY: TRAVERSE MOTORS VW, 1301 S. GARFIELD AVE., 231-
946-5540

NEW YORK
LATHEM: LANGAN AUDI EAST, 723 NEW LOUDON ROAD, 518-783-
5003, P-15 A-15 L-15

NORTH DAKOTA
FARGO: VALLEY IMPORTS, 402 40TH ST. SW, 701-277-1777

OHIO
DUBLIN: MIDWESTERN AUTO GROUP, 6335 PERIMETER LOOP ROAD,
614-717-4843

PENNSYLVANIA
KINGSTON: WYOMING VALLEY MOTORS, 126 NARROWS ROAD RT. 11,
570-288-7411, P-10 A-10 L-10
LANCASTER: AUTOHAUS LANCASTER, 1373 MANHEIM PIKE, 717-299-
2801, P-10 A-10 L-10

VIRGINIA
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000, P-
10 A-20 L-10

WASHINGTON
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM905-513-
8820, P-10 A-10 L-10

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, PARTS & SERVICE 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE (SERVICE ONLY), 710 RUTH
ST., 928-778-9305, IMPORT SPECIALIST 

CALIFORNIA
ESCONDIDO: KOTTER’S VW SERVICE, 242 N VINEWOOD ST., 760-489-6857,

www.kottersvw.com, P-10, VW SERVICE SPECIALIST
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AVE., 805-
964-6554, www.topshopautosb.com, L-10 AC, VW AUTO REPAIR
VENTURA: AIRHEAD PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, P-10 AC,
INDUSTRY PARTS DEALER
VENTURA: KARMANN GHIA PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, P-10
AC, INDUSTRY PARTS DEALER

CONNECTICUT
WESTBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 177 BOSTON POST
ROAD, 860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, REPAIR SHOP

ILLINOIS
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-8482, AC,
IMPORT PARTS STORE
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI ROAD,
708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, AIR- & WATER-COOLED REPAIR &
RESTORATION
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, IMPORT PARTS STORE 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783,
IMPORT REPAIR SPECIALIST

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, AC, DUNE BUGGIES

NEW YORK
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA ROAD, 315-
789-9368, P-5 A-5 L-5, INDEPENDENT VW & AUDI 
SPECIALIST

RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 401-
789-7720, P-5 A-5 AC, VW PARTS

WISCONSIN
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N. LYDEL AVE., 800-558-
8955, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, AIR-COOLED PARTS

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS
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ing on the vehicle ahead of us, not using our full
potential. That malady is called “driving off your
hood.” So practice looking ahead on off-ramps,
corners and on back roads. And, of course, use
all of the track. Straighten out corners by using
run-outs (usually concrete patches) that mark
turn in, apex and turn out. When cornering, go
in slow; come out fast.
Some advice sounded
risqué, such as how to
avoid embarrassing pre-
mature acceleration. 
Pedagogy is also help-

ful. Track time: divided
into three multiple laps
sessions each interrupted
by breaks. This let the
car’s brakes cool and gave
us time to memorize the
highly technical race-
way’s stumpers. Each ses-
sion began with the stu-
dent sitting shotgun,
while the pro drove.
Then, students took the
driver’s seats and followed the instructor’s tips.
Ashley calmly introduced memorable words that
helped me draw the car’s line. For example, after
one turn, which puts a chicane in front, he told
me to mow the lawn. In this case, stay to the left
clipping the apex run-out near the grass. He fur-
ther told me to look at a particular tree or other
racetrack structures so that I’d point the vehicle
where I had to go. This prevented me from
becoming a raceway hazard. 
After a few laps, I got the basics down, discov-

ering that trail braking was the trick to best con-
trol navigating the track’s Turn Two. Ashley
reminded me with the forward push of his hand
and the word whoa. Just a tap of the brakes put
the car in the best line, perfectly positioned to
exit that turn. Sweet. Smoothness is important.
As is learning how much braking is necessary
before entering a turn. Ashley also noticed that I
tended to hog the track’s left edge or nearly kiss

trackside cones. He thought I did this because
those markers helped me cope with vision diffi-
culties. His advice: put more room between the
vehicle and the track’s edge. My line left little
room for a minor bump that might toss the car
off the track—a major faux pas. 
Ashley didn’t mind my steering wheel grip—

make that lack of it. Due
to a hand surgery, I can-
not firmly wrap my left
fingers around the
Dodge’s fat tiller. And my
extended left fingers
sometimes bumped the
turn signal. Blinkers! I’ve
been busted. No. Ashley
spied my hand trouble
and complimented how I
braced my body to get the
best out of my right hand.
We used hand motions,
however, to let other driv-
ers know when and where
they can pass. 
By my third session, my

game improved — a lot. I passed three other
competent students. My vision was surprisingly
crisp; the earlier sessions trained my eyes and
brains how to work. I had fun, as if my body
clock had been rolled back 30 years. Ashley
peeked at the car’s speedometer — I never looked
down — and told me that I just did the straight
at more than 120 mph, a respectable pace, and
then braked hard. In fact, he praised me for post-
ing pro-score lap times — good enough to quali-
fy for the real thing. Further training is neces-
sary, but the basic skills were alive and ticking.
It’s difficult to express the elation I felt. It’s

like getting your driver’s license on the first
attempt. I had a blast and discovered a newfound
spin on an old adage: you can teach old dogs
new tricks. Robert Ashley, who drove away in his
Porsche Boxster (don’t tell anyone that he’s sold
the Corvette), is rolling evidence that you too
can drive well. VWCA

Phil Mirenda of CGI Motorsports instructs drivers. 
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■ Richard G. VanTreuren | rgvant@juno.com

■BY RICHARD G. VAN TREUREN

Top of the summit
Those of us who can remember the ’60s (and
were actually there) might recall one of Madi-

son Avenue’s more enduring advertising cam-
paigns, that of Avis rental cars, which pro-
claimed that its customer service exceeded that
of its more well known rival, Hertz. 
Being No. 2 in the automotive business may

have inspired the Volkswagen Group to burn the
midnight oil as well. Right around the time our
car company celebrated this year’s 60th anniver-
sary of making its 1 millionth VW — a figure
now exceeded most any given year — the group
finally nudged ahead of longtime rival Toyota to
claim No. 1 in worldwide sales. Volkswagen
Group’s 5.04 million sales in the first half of
2015 surpassed Toyota’s numbers by 20,000
units. Arguably this is a narrow margin, and the
Japanese auto manufacturer’s sales drop of late
is only one factor. Nonetheless this development
came years before VW’s stated target for same,
and one can bet the group will keep trying to
stay on top, even if one or two quarters’ sales
slip and lower the company to No. 2 again tem-
porarily. 
The news comes as bit-

tersweet to this reporter.
Back in 1980, when
growth of the Mark 1
Golf/Rabbit/Caribe seemed
unstoppable, VW’s realis-
tic U.S. market share fore-
cast was 5 percent. Toyota
caused me untold conster-
nation when it repeatedly
claimed its Corolla was

the most-produced car in the world, supposedly
surpassing VW Mark 1’s year after year. Having
then released my book, “Getting The Most From
Your Rabbit,” I saw this Toyota claim as fraud,
because several completely different models were
all called Corolla. It was one falsehood for the
Japanese to have started with a clean sheet of
paper (a trademark) every three years — chang-
ing from rear drive to front drive, for example —
and still claim it was the same car. But when two
cars share few compatible parts in the same
model year, it is hardly legitimate to count sales
as all one model. I felt that if Toyota could skew
the figures in that way, VW’s Mark 1 sales num-
bers should also include its Cabrio, Pickup
Truck, Jetta and even Scirocco variants, sharing
the near identical drivetrain and many inter-
changeable, and/or optionally compatible, parts.
Toyota would get its deserts, I thought. A sec-

ond Rabbit assembly line was in the works in
Detroit, the long-awaited GTI would be coming
to the U.S., the Indonesian Golf assembly plant
would come up to speed and Pickup production
would accelerate in Yugoslavia. VW would finally
bury all the Corolla’s many guises with the sheer

force of numbers. At last
our civilization would
have a World Car, and it
would be a true govern-
ment-compliant replace-
ment for the air-cooled
Beetle —modern, yet con-
sistent from year to year,
as it was from country to
country. 
Instead, the fall of 1980

ushered in former GM

1980s Rabbit
Pickup Truck

➤
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FRONTDRIVER
exec turned VWoA President James McClernon’s
masterpiece, the 1981 Dodge Omni-Plymouth
Horizon lookalike. Still called Rabbit, too much
of it — from bumpers to fenders to electrical sys-
tem — could not be interchanged with the
imported VW models, such as the Cabrio, while
sharing the same showroom floor. As rampant
inflation sup-
pressed sales,
the former GM
leader’s refusal
to repair defects
in earlier VW
models forced a
government-
mandated recall,
with disastrous
anti-VW back-
lash. 
By the time

McClernon was
replaced, the
Detroit plant
project — with
its just-installed
world-class paint
department —
had been aban-
doned, without
having produced
a single Rabbit. Not much had happened in
Jakarta, Golf-wise, and later the Pickup line in
Yugoslavia was overrun in that shooting war.
Another year passed before VW finally rolled out
the U.S.-spec GTI, and Mark 1 production in
South Africa was supplemented by the Pickup,
there called Bakkie. But it was too little, too late. 
The company in effect erased the Mark 1 expe-

rience, Soviet revisionist-style, sinking nearly 1
billion of 1985 dollars into the Westmoreland,
Pa., plant and producing a larger, heavier, less
efficient and more expensive Mark II model. Toy-
ota would have called it the same car, but new!
New! To anyone needing a part or wishing to
retrofit a desirable new development, the now-

pudgy U.S. Golf might have well have been a
Ford or Chevy. VW’s failure to offer a El Camino-
like alternative (as it should have been marketed)
has left U.S. dealers without a pickup to this day.
Leading to the downfall was VWoA’s discarding

of a unique market advantage (an established
model name/line matched in consumers’ minds to

an unprecedent-
ed and still
record five years
atop the EPA fuel
efficiency list).
For ’85 a revised
Rabbit could
have offered not
just more aero
bumper covers
and return to the
sharp lines of
the European
fenders, but real-
ly delivered (not
just promised as
in ’84) the E-
mode “coasting”
transmission.
Stronger springs
and the GTI dri-
vetrain could
have given an

’85 Pickup more pickup and no longer have to
count the passenger in its 800-pound payload
capacity. Just as the Cabrio continued to sell in
’86, a U.S. Mark I sedan could have been supple-
mented by a U.S. Mark I Jetta, keeping the show-
room price competitive by not retooling for cos-
metic purposes until perhaps ’88.
Instead, within two years, VW closed West-

moreland, was closing dealerships and came
close to following Fiat down the road of aban-
doning the American market. Obviously, one VW
fan’s crying over the loss of the single remaining
automotive consistency was of no concern. A
more hard-nosed analysis would simply show the
larger, heavier, less efficient and more expensive

The wildly successful Mark 1 Rabbit, which made its U.S. debut in 1975. 
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cars were not competitive. It was time to start making money
like everyone else in the industry, chasing the fickle con-
sumers’ cosmetic desires. There would be some fumbling in the
rush to replace the Mark II, and in the U.S., the Mark III series
run was almost an afterthought. 
It was a long road back from the low point, with various mis-

steps worldwide along the way. It is safe to say what was lost
over the years in consistency was put into quality. Consumer
Reports notwithstanding, the line offered gradually improving
reliability. More emphasis was put on customer service, espe-
cially at the dealer level. As we read in our AUTOISTS, the com-
pany embarked on buying less successful brands and bringing
them up to new standards. 
The ultimate evolution came as VW adopts the MBQ platform

system, with its unique ability to mass produce seemingly
incompatible models — different makes, models, options and
colors — all with the same underpinnings and on the same
lines. So this writer sort of gets his wish — some compatibility
in a market that seems to loathe same. We can still have the
occasional fun with discoveries that parts from different mod-
els can be interchanged for unique effects and appearance (see
sidebar). At the same time the consumer gets what he and she
want, shown by the VW Group’s hard work bringing the com-
pany to the top. 
One analyst said that “while the sales numbers did come as a

bit of a surprise, there is still quite a ways to go before Volk-
swagen can officially be crowned the World’s Largest Automak-
er. Sales in Japan plunged 17 percent for VW, putting the brand
on track to fall behind Mercedes-Benz as the top-selling import
for the first time in 16 years. … Volkswagen will have to with-
stand the slump in demand brought about by China’s volatile
stock market and competition from cheap SUV models by Chi-
nese brands. … The current stock market situation in China
will have a direct (and possibly long-lasting) effect on Volkswa-
gen’s largest market, which also happens to be a key market for
Toyota, making this race a very interesting one to watch.”
Indeed. So, where do we go from here? As MBQ adoption

across the line gives the addicted consumer his fix for cosmetic
changes, will competition turn us toward more technical inno-
vations, possibly including even limited adoption of non-petro-
leum fuel autos and trucks? If so, VW is already behind, having
assumed hydrogen’s storage problem will never be solved.
Allowing its Asian rivals to lease and sell fuel-cell cars in Cali-
fornia, VW doesn’t put out a “cutting edge” image in that arena.
Will the worldwide struggle to the top make much difference

to consumers in the U.S. market, seemingly with no way to
make a truck or van for domestic consumption? Only time will
tell. VWCA

Retrofit from a Phaeton?
An Internet-based forum, Club Touareg,

recently noted the Phaeton’s fancier wood-inlay

grab handles are a perfect swap for the factory

plain-Jane beige versions on our Big T. This

makes one wonder if VW would be wise to per-

mit an enthusiast to go through VW’s extensive

parts box to see what interesting part combina-

tions could be offered at no tooling cost to the

company. 

Again your Frontdriver reporter can say

“Been There, Done That” way back when. I

kept after the company to sell me a microfiche

(remember those?) and allow me to go through

the Rabbit parts breakdowns with the object of

building retrofit kits from existing parts stocks.

One insider told me it was like trying to get any-

thing done in the Army; the company was so

layered, so I had pretty much given up hope as

the years passed. 

Finally, a huge package arrived, a microfiche

reader and a pile of the films, gratis! I went to

work and found the entire fastened-through vent

window and frame was available as a unit, mak-

ing their retrofitment a breeze (except for the

earliest Rabbits, like my ’75 “Ol’ Blue,” which

required the bottom mount to be re-riveted). 

I don’t remember how many other kit recom-

mendations I made before the Rabbit was

erased, and by the mid-’90s I’d re-gifted the

machine and films to my local independent VW

mechanic. 

Might be fun to see what could be created

with some form of digital access to the VW

Group parts catalog today! • Richard G. Van

Treuren
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■BY LOIS GRACE

■ Lois Grace | vlkswmn@sbcglobal.net 

A difficult lesson on safety 
Summer is nearly behind us, but there is still
plenty of time and lots of warm days to get

your Volkswagen (young and old) out for some
fun. Here in California, our season of fun lasts
longer, with more sunshine, than many other
places. As a result, a lot of us enjoy lazy week-
ends driving our old cars, and on just about any
Sunday here you can take in a car show or meet
another vintage auto enthusiast on the road.
This tale involves
one such meeting,
but it definitely is
not the kind of
meeting any of us
want.
Dr. Pete

Keesling is a
respected, well-
known San Jose-
area veterinarian
who also happens
to be a member of
the Golden Gate
Chapter of the
VVWCA. Longtime
AUTOIST readers will know that is the club chap-
ter I joined so many years ago. Besides being an
animal lover of the first order, Dr. Pete is also a
vintage VW guy and has several examples of fine
VW-hood in his stable. That stable was reduced
by one, in July, when Dr. Pete was involved in a
terrible crash with his Oval Window Beetle.
I’ll let Pete tell you in his own words:
“I was T-boned yesterday by a young guy in an

SUV. Both of us were at speed limit (45 mph). He

had a stop sign and didn’t see it … hit me on the
right side, sending me into the windshield and
the car into a fence, a piece of which ended up in
the car. ... I’m okay and will recover fully. Broken
ribs and a cracked cervical vertebra, along with
large number of staples and sutures to close a lot
of open wounds. Tough day ... my herd was
reduced by one … Pete”
This is the stuff of nightmares. This is what

makes many of us reluctant to drive our precious
old cars. For me, what happened to Pete and his

Oval hit (pardon
the awful pun)
particularly close
to home, because
it is what hap-
pened to me.
When Vernon and
I were hit in 1973,
it wrecked Vern in
much the same
way. I was injured
but not nearly as
badly as Pete. I
know how Pete
must be feeling,
seeing his beloved

VW a mangled pile of metal. It’s a hurt that only
we old-car folks can understand. Whether Pete
decides to rebuild or not, this accident will forev-
er color his driving fun.
The wreck Vernon and I had wasn’t a wakeup

call for me. Even before I’d begun driving, I’d
always worn a seat belt; Mom and Dad saw to
that. And when I started driving on my own, I
wore it every time I went out. It just seemed eas-
ier than explaining how I got hurt to my par-
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ents, from a hospital
bed. 
What it did do for

me was make me real-
ize just how valuable
Vernon, my 1959 Sin-
gle Cab pickup, was to
me. Sure, he wasn’t
restored then and he
was not even close to
being in like-new con-
dition like Pete’s Oval.
But I think that was
the point where I
decided I’d find some
way to restore Vernon
— even if it wasn’t a
show car restoration. Pete had already done the
resto to his car. Besides being injured himself, he
had to see his beautiful baby reduced to a broken
pile of parts. I am not sure I could handle that. 
Vintage car people often restore their cars to

factory-specific perfection. And, many times, that
perfection doesn’t include modern safety equip-
ment like seat belts. Pete’s car lacked belts, and
while they would not have stopped the damage
to the car, they surely would have lessened his
injuries. 
My dad was a great believer in belts and

installed them in every car he bought, including
a 1954 Ford wagon after I was born. The air-
craft-style belts he added had a metal “flipper”
instead of a buckle, and you would thread the
tough webbed belt itself through the slot and
tighten the flipper down on it. 
How safe they actually were is anyone’s guess,

but at the time they were better than none. At
the time of our wreck, Vernon had those same
belts transferred from the Ford at the time. They
were a faded red, and the metal “flippers” were
scratched and banged up, but they saved my
butt. In the accident, they held firm, keeping me
inside the cab. Those belts had already spent
time inside some airplane when my dad installed
them in the ’54 Ford wagon. 
Now here they were, 20 years later, doing duty

in Vernon. If Pete had had a belt of any kind, it
might have saved him from going into the wind-

shield. It might also
have spared him the
broken ribs and head
injuries. No one can
say for sure but in the
interest of doing an
accurate restoration
on his Oval, seat belts
were left off the list.
I understand the

need and desire for
accuracy in a restora-
tion. But if it is going
to be a vintage car you
want to drive, maybe
some modern safety
equipment should be

considered. 
Some safety modifications just aren’t practical

for our vintage VWs. Structural steel beams and
all-wheel drive can’t be conveniently added to
them. Air bags might be possible, somehow, but
sounds unlikely to me, even if you could find
someone to engineer it for you. Not many peo-
ple are willing to go to that extreme to install
them either. Seat belts are something fairly easy
to install and should not affect the way the car
looks or shows. Just tuck them under the seat
frame if you don’t like the way they look. Or,
put them on display, and they will show specta-
tors that your car is driven and not trailered.
All my Volkswagens, vintage and not, are
equipped with seat belts. It only took one inci-
dent for me to be convinced that they needed
them.
It is hard to know what to do when restoring a

vintage VW. I was lucky with my 1969 Sedan,
Bogie, because he’d been born with seat belts.
The guy I bought him from had removed them
(why?), but he found them in his garage and
gave them to me later. Deciding to put them
back in was easy. My vote is always to put seat
belt in a vintage car if you plan to drive it. Or,
you can choose not to install seat belts and take
the chance that what happened to Pete and me
will not happen to you. You might be right and it
won’t happen to you.  
But how lucky do you feel? VWCA



28 l VW Autoist

DRIVER’S SEAT ■ FROM PAGE 3

increases. Through July, Audi is up
20.8 percent at 17,654 units. For July
2015, the A3 was its best selling auto
(3,167 units) whereas Q5 crossover was
its top seller (4,700 units). Audi’s cute-
ute Q3 (Tiguan based), a recent addi-
tion, has already found 7,413 drive-
ways—a promising start. 
VW posted a 2.6 percent sales

increase during July. VW’s Mark Gillies
tells the AUTOIST that there’s greater
public acceptance of the new Golf and
revamped Jetta. To build momentum
for its 2016 car lineup, VW will tempt
buyers with a smorgasbord of modestly priced
driver mobility aids such as forward collision
warning with braking assist. 
VW’s Golf posted its best numbers in more

than a decade (6,717). Those figures grew by
more than 2,000 units because the best-selling
Golf is the SportWagen—formerly a Jetta model. 
Jetta sedan sales, meanwhile, eked out a slight

gain. Passat sales slipped to 6,904. VW plans to
gain a larger percentage of midsize sedan sales
with a revamped 2016 Passat. 

■2016 MODEL
UPDATES: Innova-
tive features top
what’s new at VW
for 2016. VWoA says
these goodies
should draw shop-
pers to VW’s car-
centered lineup.
Most models offer
VW’s MIB II, an
infotainment system
with USB, VW’s Car-
Net telematics and
several apps that
should up compati-
bility with Android
and Apple products.
VW dealers say this

will help them sell VWs to those who’ve wanted
their gear to work/charge inside their new cars. 
CC, Jetta and Golf models get VW’s optional

driver assistance packages, which include for-
ward-collision alert with braking, lane departure
warning with steering assist, adaptive cruise
control (maintains distance between you and a
forward vehicle), parking assist (one version self
parks) and post-collision braking. Feature avail-
ability and pricing varies by VW model with
rearview cameras standard on Jettas and Golfs.
Jetta S and SE get VW’s 1.4-liter TSI alloy-

block 150-hp turbocharged, four-cylinder, direct-
injection engine. Dubbed the EA211, this mill is
currently found in the hybrid Jetta and is a
European VW staple. VW says it will up highway
mpg to 39 with this engine—a big improvement
for the Jetta S. VW has teased us by showing the
Passat equipped with this Eco or Bluemotion
engine at auto shows. Gillies tells the AUTOIST
that VW went with the 1.4-liter engine after posi-
tive reaction to its role in the hybrid Jetta. Don’t
let the small displacement fool you; it’s got the
means and beans. It should make driving a Jetta
both economical and fun.
The EA211 replaces the SE’s 1.8-liter 170-hp

TSI engine. The bigger news is that it replaces
the Jetta S’s 115-hp, 2.0-liter (two-point-slow)
engine that powered now outmoded Jettas, Golfs
and New Beetles. That ends the tenure of the
2.0-liter VW introduced in the mid-1990s. This

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST
contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
leppke.cliff@gmail.com. 

VW now offers lane-departure warnings.
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and improved power steering
should make the base Jetta
much more competitive. Now
it’s no longer a low-priced
teaser. 
The Jetta GLI, with its 210-

engine sports, bolder front
and rear fascias. The Beetle
lineup has been simplified
with a value version that lists
for less than $20,000. Tiguan
and CC entry-level prices
have been reduced. The big T
Touareg’s tab has been cut
$2,000.
Passat gets a major

makeover for 2016. Expect a
bolder, significantly revised
exterior with improved interi-
or trim.
VW’s 2016 Golf, with four

doors and optional forward
collision warning and
autonomous emergency brak-
ing, was awarded a Top Safe-
ty Pick+ from the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety.
Mark Barnes, VW’s sales pro,
says VW’s new driver assistance systems offer
high-end luxury car features at modest prices.
Select VWs can be fitted with packages that list
for either $950 or $1,495. The former puts adap-
tive cruise control, forward collision warning
and emergency braking on Jettas, whereas the
latter puts those features plus cross traffic alert,
park assist, lane assist and blind spot monitor on
Golfs.
News that the U.S. might change trade rules

eliminating the “Chicken Tax” has VW eyeing
whether it could import the Amarok. Repealing
the 25 percent duty on imported trucks might
mean it’s possible for VW to import its much-
desired midsize truck. Mark Gillies says VW still
isn’t certain that the truck is large enough to
meet American needs. GM has posted good num-
bers with its newly introduced midsize
Canyon/Colorado—evidence that there’s a market
for smaller but not necessarily cheaper trucks. 

The Chicken Tax is residue
of a 1960s era trade war that
punished Europe for placing
duties on chickens from
America by adding tariffs on
a variety of imported goods.
VW’s trucks got clobbered
with a 25 percent tax. That
drove VW to focus on passen-
ger vehicles. Other importers
learned to skirt this fee by
shipping knocked-down
trucks and then assembling
them in the States. Both Nis-
san and Toyota later opened
truck factories in the USA. 

■PARTS HUNT: I haven’t
been saying much about my
local VW dealer for one good
reason: VWoA has obsoleted
my VW Scirocco’s parts. That
means the VW dealer is no
longer the go-to place. Online
vendors sometimes say they
have some of these difficult-
to-find bits. But in one case,
that listing proved mislead-

ing, and the alternative part didn’t work. My
local independent import auto parts store is a
good source for some items. 
I chased down a 1983-84 VW Scirocco muffler

by calling Foreign Aide in New Mexico— it had
one NOS muffler that’s now mine. 
I’ve found one British vendor who obtained the

car’s crankcase vacuum breather T fitting from

A view of Apple’s CarPlay in a 2016
Jetta. Android Auto also will be available
on most models. 

➤
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Germany at a reasonable price, while I
found the vacuum hoses (they taper) at
E VW Parts. Mk1 Autohaus is another
vendor for early water-cooled VW parts.
Its line of stainless steel fuel and brake
lines is a godsend.
Some hacks, rather than getting the

right parts, opt to install the wrong
parts or worse, substitute ill fitting
incorrectly made hoses and the like. Do
your research: install the right stuff. 

■AIR BAG SYSTEM RECALL: VWoA
has voluntarily recalled most vehicles
sold in the USA since 2010, including
the CC, Eos, Golf, Jetta, Passat and
Tiguan. On certain vehicles, hair can
get into the steering column’s clock
spring and displace internal guide
loops. The clock spring is a mechanism
that permits electrical connections
between the revolving wheel and the
vehicle’s wiring harness. Hair or other fibers
could damage an electrical connection turning off
the driver’s air bag. While there are no reports of
injuries related to this difficulty, VW wants those
whose air bag light is on (indicating a fault) to
immediately see their dealers. 
Meanwhile, VW will identify which vehicles are

affected and then develop a long-term remedy. 

■CRASH TEST DUMMY: Some manufacturers
game their tests providing reinforcements only
on the most popular models that the IIHS smash-
es or added protection for the driver’s side and
not the passenger’s. 
Ford’s new F150 was pegged as a vehicle

where the maker chose to put protective bars
(wheel blockers) to absorb energy on some ver-
sions (SuperCrew) but not others. The IIHS test-
ed a SuperCab without those bars, and the result
was marginal with the steering column moving
eight inches toward the dummy’s chest. Ford
says it recognizes the disparity. It plans to equip
regular cab and SuperCab with added protec-

tion—likely the wheel-blocking horns that are
welded onto the truck’s frame. 
To better inform consumers, the IIHS plans to

test more than one body style especially for pick-
ups. 
Because consumers select vehicles based on

the IIHS’s safety scores, it makes sense to let
shoppers know whether all body styles within a
vehicle line achieve similar scores. VWCA

In late July, VW’s plant in Chattanooga celebrated the produc-
tion of its 500,000th Passat model, a Candy White Limited Edi-
tion. The plant is in the midst of a $900 million expansion to add
a second model to the line. 
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2015 Convention Meeting Minutes
The general membership meeting at the 60th VWCA Convention was

called to order at 9:10 a.m. in the Ruby Room of Pheasant Run Resort in
St. Charles, Ill., on Saturday, June 13, 2015.
The usual review of local club information was made and a number of

corrections and revisions were noted.
The President’s Report noted the passing of longtime club member Jack

Lyman and announced that Ryan Schulz of Bartlett, Ill., had accepted the
appointment of activities director for car shows. Ryan will administer the
National Car Show Awards Program, which has been named for Jack Lyman. 
The president also reviewed the recent overhaul of the club’s website,

noting the new features and benefits that have been incorporated to the
advantage of members and anonymous visitors alike. A significant surge
of site activity has been observed since the re-launch on Jan. 25, 2015.
Search engines such as Google rank websites based at least partly on the
frequency of new content posting, and Cliff Leppke's Web version of his
“Driver’s Seat” column in the AUTOIST, dubbed “Cliff Leppke’s Cyber Seat,”
seems to have significantly contributed to our site’s ranking.
As a follow-up, the Vice President’s Report dealt with the trend of

smaller local VW clubs toward the use of social media for communications
rather than newsletters or meetings. This allows instant broadcast of infor-
mation and is proactive, not relying on interested parties to seek out our
website. The vice president agreed to work with others knowledgeable in
this field to create a social media presence for VWCA and establish a fol-
lowing for our club.
The Secretary’s Report stated that the ballots and Wolfsburg Trophy

judging processes were completed for the convention announcements.
The Treasurer’s Report was presented, and it was noted that a signifi-

cant expense was incurred for rewriting the entire website structure. This
is a one-time expense, with only minor updates expected in the future.
The club is still on a stable financial footing.
The Membership Secretary’s Report noted a slight decline in mem-

bership, although a recent surge in new members has been noted since
the closing date for this report. Membership declined or remained flat for
most local chapters, where membership retention seems to be the issue.
The 2015 Oktoberfest will be on Sept. 25-27, 2015, in Kokomo, Ind.,

hosted by the City of Firsts VW Club. The 2016 Maifest will be in Ypsilanti,
Mich., at the Michigan Vintage Festival Weekend, exact date to be deter-

mined. The 2016 VWCA Convention is tentatively planned for Kokomo,
Ind., with the assistance of the City of Firsts VW Club and the Kokomo
Visitors Bureau. Kokomo hosts summer rock concerts in the city park, and
this is expected to be the framework for our convention there next year.
Watch the AUTOIST and our website for details.

Publicity and Advertising: It was suggested that we might send addi-
tional AUTOIST copies to dealers in our Friends of the Club directory. Some
think that the single copy we now send is directed to a company official
and never sees its way to the customer waiting area. We will develop a
method to do this via our bulk mail process; first class postage is more
than triple the cost of bulk mailing.

Old Business: The ballot-counting committee announced that Fred
Ortlip had been elected trustee-at-large for a three-year term ending in
September 2018.

New Business: Due to ongoing difficulties procuring local chapters to
host our annual conventions, it has been proposed that the convention be
established in a single location and date every year. This is the process
used by most other successful national VW shows and events, and may
improve attendance and gather a following. Many at the meeting nodded
approval of this concept. Such a date and location will be explored further
to avoid conflicts with other large nearby events.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m.

2015 Convention Trustees Meeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 11:10 a.m. by Chairman Gary Han-

son.
It was proposed that the non-convention trustees meeting be moved to

a date further from the convention date, because most of the information
discussed and proposed was the same as at the convention meeting. The
club’s fiscal year ends on March 31, and creating year-end reports for a
mid-April meeting is difficult for many. A November meeting was suggest-
ed and will be offered to the sitting trustees by a mail vote.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 a.m.

Spring Trustees Meeting, May 30, 2015
The meeting opened at 10 a.m. by teleconference. Present were Shell Tom-

lin, Tom Janiszewski, trustees Kim Rodriguez (Badger Beetles AutoFun Club),
Rich Van Treuren (Central Florida VW Club), Cliff Leppke and Fred Frank.➤

■CONVENTION, TRUSTEES MINUTES 
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Local club information was reviewed and corrected where necessary.
Gary Hanson was re-elected as chairman of the Board of Trustees.
The President’s Report focused on the rebuild and relaunch of the

club’s website, vwclub.org. “Cliff Leppke’s Cyber Seat,” an online version
of his AUTOIST column “Driver's Seat,” is now a frequently changing home
page feature of the upgraded site. While the site overhaul was well-
received, it was recognized that more refinements are in the works.
The Vice President’s Report discussed the current trend of local clubs

being less structured, using social media as a communications method
rather than a printed — or even an emailed — newsletter. A VWCA Face-
book presence is planned, but some monitoring must be implemented to
control unwanted bickering or controversial content.
The secretary was absent. The president stated that he had sent out

the Wolfsburg Trophy forms to each local club's president and trustee. 
The Treasurer’s Report showed a loss from operations for the year due

mainly to significant one-time expenses related to the rebuild of the club's
website. Other expenses and income were within expected levels.
The Membership Secretary’s Report showed a slight decline in mem-

bership levels, although a modest surge in new members has been recent-
ly experienced. This, of course, will be reflected in next year’s report. Most
local chapters reported reduced or flat membership levels. Suggestions for
recruiting methods were requested.
The new static event activities director, Ryan Schulz, did not submit a

report but is working on the scoring for the 2014-2015 car show awards. 
It was recognized that we have adopted the Michigan Vintage Festival

as our Maifest, and the City of Firsts VW Club’s September event as our
Oktoberfest for the foreseeable future. The site of the 2016 VWCA Con-
vention will likely be in Kokomo, Ind., as well.

New Business: It was proposed that the National Car Show Awards be
named for its creator, Jack Lyman, who singlehandedly administered, promot-
ed, scored and funded this competition for years. The concept was accepted
by those present and the award artwork will be designed to reflect this.
Another proposal was made to transition from our custom of rotating

convention sites to local chapters’ areas to establishing a somewhat per-
manent location and date in order to impart stability to our flagship event.
The topic will be further discussed at the convention membership meeting
and possibly presented as a survey in future issues of the AUTOIST.
A third proposal was made to shorten the lead time for membership

renewal billing. Our current two-month billing cycle may lead to forgotten
renewals, because many now manage their regular bill-paying operations
online. A six-week lead time may be tested, while leaving the local chap-
ters on a two-month cycle to allow ample time to contact their local mem-
bership at their monthly club meetings.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:56 a.m.

Shell Tomlin
for Barbara Boltz, VWCA secretary

Have you dis-
covered all the
new features of our
upgraded website
yet? You’ll notice
right away that AUTOIST “Driver’s Seat” columnist
Cliff Leppke has added the online version “Cliff
Leppke’s Cyber Seat” to our home page. Keep a sharp eye on
this one; it’s often different from what appears in the AUTOIST
and updated frequently. When it comes to the latest VW news,
you’ll see it in Cliff Leppke’s Cyber Seat.
Our VW AUTOIST magazine is still there, with the cover arti-

cle and color cover photo for the current edition. You can still
check in on the AUTOIST Archive column to read a past issue,
but here's a tip for logged-in members. Move your cursor
over the cover photo and click to get the entire AUTOIST mag-
azine in PDF format. This is handy if you want to reprint an
article or make a copy of a registration form or ballot without
disturbing your printed magazine. But it only works if you’re a
logged-in member.

Our Events but-
ton will display the
latest information
on club activities
and can be updat-

ed on a moment’s notice, independent of the
bimonthly AUTOIST publication schedule. Some

articles may contain a link to the hosting local chapter or a
downloadable registration form. This information is available
to all site visitors, so local chapters are urged to take advan-
tage of the national publicity opportunities that this service
provides by sending us your event info.
The photo Galleries are back! We have already uploaded

hundreds of photos of 2014 events as well as some novelty
galleries for all to view. We’re continuing to do this for the
2015 event year and encourage everyone to send us their
photos for posting on our site. We want VW and Audi enthu-
siasts to share what our club is doing.
We hope you’ll visit often and tell us what you like — and

what you’d like to see.

VWClub.org
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos).
Non-member rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15
cents per additional word. Photos are additional $5
each. Includes posting on vwclub.org website with
color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID num-
ber or pay in advance. Ads may be revised to meet
space limitations. Photos to be returned must be
accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send to
VWCA Classified Ads, 1554 Roanoak Ave., Aurora IL
60506. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to
vwclub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: 1977 VW Bug
Convertible, two-owner
car, 50K actual miles, origi-
nal white paint, white inte-
rior, new black Haartz con-
vertible top, restored facto-
ry alloys, mint body and
interior. Runs and drives
like new, $11,500. Bob
(612) 741-5906, Minneapolis. 
FOR SALE: 1990
Cabriolet, metallic
green, new vinyl
top and seats.
Runs and shows
well. Have records
of restoration over
last 8 years.
162,000 miles. $5,800. (804) 436-1108 (VA).
FOR SALE: ’71-72 VW Stick-automatic transmission com-
plete with new clutch, converter seal and associated parts.
Best offer or will trade for VW parts. Contact Dave at 630-
784-1779 (IL).
FOR SALE: 15 years of AUTOIST, No. 389 (May/June 2000)
through No. 478 (March/April 2015), every issue except No
474. 89 issues, every page clean. Let's talk. Call Bob, (919)
546-0603 (NC).
FOR SALE: Original door panels from ’74 Ghia convertible.
Cards are in excellent, like-new condition. Color is called
“Palisander,” which is a reddish-brown used for some interi-

ors with Signal Orange (also called “Amber”) exteriors. New
vinyl in this exact color is not available in the aftermarket
(trust us, we spent months looking), so these door cards are
a very hard to find item. Asking $175 obo, plus shipping.
Contact Rick or Ann at alparis@hers.com,or (508) 255-3583.
(MA).
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publish-
ers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual
$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118,
(206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.
FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36
horsepower, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc
dual port. Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen & Audi parts. John’s
Car Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180
or email johnsccorner@gmail.com.
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0,
2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines
by Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker
Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).

ARIZONA: Alwyn Geiser, Mesa; Keith Cattani,Tempe

CALIFORNIA: John L. Mullen III, Ventura

COLORADO: Karma Patton, Calhan

FLORIDA: Sergio Ayo, Sarasota; Michael Gottlieb, Winter Park

ILLINOIS: Sean Gallagher, Arlington Heights; Ajandro Truvillo, Cicero; John

Portzer, Galena; Murray Bruskin, Gurnee; Rusty Modesty, Maroa; Dudley

Fisher, Naperville; Frank Summers, Park Ridge; Sean Mc Cann, Tinley

Park; Jim Vitalo, Willow Springs

IOWA: Newton Burch, Urbandale

KANSAS: Doug Bridwell, Overland Park

MARYLAND: George Hovis, Mount Airy

MICHIGAN: Lawrence Pryor, Lansing; Chris Maliszewski, Ray Township

MINNESOTA: Lariat Companies, Eden Prairie

NEW YORK: Lee Vetere, Holbrook; Eldin D. Joseph, Sayville

NORTH CAROLINA: Richard Collier, North Wilkesboro

OKLAHOMA: Jack Morgan, Oklahoma City

OREGON: John Galen Ohara, Brookings

TENNESSEE: Ray Reed, Jefferson City

TEXAS: Abigail Artley, Katy

VIRGINIA: Deborah Nolen, North Chesterfield

WYOMING: David McVay, Cheyenne



■VW IS A HIT

■ MOVING?: The AUTOIST is not automatically forwarded to your new address. Please send your address changes
promptly to Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60542. Or notify by email to vwclub@aol.com.
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Baseball and the

Cardinals are flying

high again in St.

Louis, and the

owner of this white

Beetle has gotten a

firm grip on his or

her passion by

adding decorative

stitches (in red, of

course) to the car’s

creases. Below left,

VW’s Golf line goes

prime time at Miller

Park in Milwaukee.

More evidence that

the latest models

have something

brewin’. 
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■ Tom Janiszewski | volkstom@sbcglobal.net 

■BY TOM JANISZEWSKI


