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VW’s goodwill:
A shell game?   
As one VW dealership man-
ager explained to the

AUTOIST, VW had an opportu-
nity to do things right and
then blew it. VW started off
October by offering $2,000
in loyalty money in addition
to other incentives to help
its consumers get into a new
VW at an attractive discount.
The result: October sales
were roughly in line with
the same period the year
before. Shoppers quickly
plucked the remaining 2015
Limited Edition Passats.
While VW lost market share,
it showed surprising
resilience for a troubled
company that couldn’t sell
20 percent of its usual quota
of diesel cars. 
In November, VW of Ameri-

ca announced its first step
toward appeasing owners of
its besmirched 2.0-liter TDI
vehicles. A total of $1,000 is
available—$500 for con-
sumers to spend as they
please and $500 to spend at
their VW dealers. But in
November VW pulled back
its $2,000 loyalty money. It’s

down $1,000 or $500
depending on which model. 
That and several other

incentive changes make it
appear as though VWoA is
playing a shell game. It puts
forward one attractive
bauble and then it retracts
another. Additionally, VW
rescinded its buy-back pro-
gram that helped dealers
offer pre-scandal trade-in
values for tainted diesel cars
in October. 
In sum, dealers are frus-

trated. They’re asking VW
for help to weather the crisis
and provide their VW cus-
tomers with updates on VW’s
progress toward fixing its
errant cars and how these
remedies with affect their
vehicles. Dealers also want
to win back those who were
deceived by clean-diesel pro-
motions and assure TDI
owners that engine perform-
ance won’t tank after those
mills have been repaired. 
One salesman told the

AUTOIST that he needs food;
people aren’t buying cars.
He thinks consumers are
also reluctant due to VW’s
troubles with its gas TSI
engine. Healthy incentives

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

■TURN TO PAGE 29



■SLIP ON SOME NEW JEANS: VW is paying
homage to the 1970s Beetle Jeans model by
introducing a special edition 2016 Beetle Denim.
The vehicle revives the heritage of the Beetle
brand, offering fans a modern take on this classic
model. A total of 2,000 models will be built, and
you have the choice of two colors: Pure White or
Stonewashed Blue. 
■NEW MICROBUS?: At the January Consumer
Electronics trade exhibition in Las Vegas, VW
planned to unveil what could be the return of the
Microbus, albeit electric-powered. The auto web-
site Autocar says the concept will be a close pre-
view of the production version of an electric
Microbus to be built in Puebla, Mexico, starting
in 2017.
■TIGUAN: VW is ready to duke it out in the
Compact SUV segment, despite its higher price
(starting at $23,850 and topping out at $29,515).
VW will market the Tiguan as semi-equivalent to
the VW GTI, as the two models share the same
platform and drivetrain. 

■NO HARM, NO FOUL: Tesla chief Elon Musk
has weighed in on VW’s diesel woes, telling the
California Air Resource Board that the company
shouldn’t have to fix the affected models because
of their low numbers and that CARB should
instead require VW to accelerate its timeline for
the development of a fully electric vehicle. 

■PHAETON KAPUT: Volkswagen says it will
stop making its top-of-the-line Phaeton sedan by
the end of March. The $98,000 Phaeton was
introduced in 2002, VW’s foray into the lucrative
market for luxury German sedans. Only about
4,000 of the cars were made last year. In Novem-
ber, VW had announced that the Phaeton would
be an all-electric vehicle, arriving around 2020. 
■VW YIELDS TO TOYOTA: Volkswagen CEO
Matthias Mueller told the weekly magazine
WirtschaftsWoche that company will no longer
attempt to surpass Toyota as the world’s largest
carmaker. “For me, this obsession with unit sales
and the ambition to constantly reach new
records makes no sense,” Mueller said. 

■AUDI ON A ROLL: Audi achieved its best-ever
November sales in the U.S. in establishing its
59th consecutive monthly sales record. The pre-
vious November record was set in 2014 with
16,640 vehicles sold. Through November, Audi’s
U.S. sales rose 11.7 percent from 2014 to
181,803 vehicles, which is 208 units short of
what Audi sold in an entire year in 2014.
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■FROM THE ARCHIVES

■ JAN/FEB 2006: Kiplinger’s Personal Finance
magazine has named the 2006 VW New Beetle the
best car under $18,000. The car got the top scores
in its class, and the magazine acknowledged the
enhanced engine and standard stability control. 
■ JAN/FEB 2006: I got my Vintage Voice and my
VW AUTOIST on the same day, and I notice neither of
them has a section to print letters from club mem-
bers. The frequently spirited exchanges in these let-
ters were one of the things I used to look forward
to in the past. Now I wonder, are no letters printed
because no one writes any longer? — Robert Beau-
mont, Peoria, Ill. (Postscript: Yes, then and now.) 

■ JAN/FEB 1996: With this
issue, the VWCA has published
the AUTOIST 363 times. Gaston
Krishman has an integral part
of that effort since late 1962.
But after contributing hundreds
of thousands of words and what
seems like as many pictures for
most of 280 issues, he’s decided
to scale back his participation.
Nearing age 74, he’s going into
semi-retirement as an AUTOIST
correspondent. (Postscript: Gas-
ton, in 1980s photo at left, lives
with wife Graciella at their

home in Skokie, Ill.)
■ JAN/FEB 1996: Audi hopes to parlay its four-
wheel drive quattro system into a sales trump card
for car buyers not interested in sport-utility vehi-
cles. “Like 7Up is the un-cola, we’re the un-sport-
utility alternative,” Audi Vice President Gerd
Klauss told Automotive News.   

■ JAN/FEB 1986: A silver Volkswagen GTI that
rolled off the Westmoreland line Nov. 14 was the 1
millionth VW to be built in the United States. The
first VW assembled at the Pennsylvania plant, a
two-door white Rabbit, was produced April 10,
1978. The 500,000-production mark was reached
March 31, 1981.    

■ FEBRUARY 1976: The 100,000th VW Rabbit was
sold in January, less than a year after its introduc-
tion in the United States, setting a first-year record
for imported cars. The Rabbit went on sale late in
January 1975, and 98,215 were sold through
December.  

■ JANUARY 1966: TRIM WORK-
ER: This attractive young lady, one
of more than 10,000 women
employed at the Volkswagen facto-
ries in labor-short Germany, does
so-called “trim work” on the assem-
bly lines at the VW plant in Wolfs-
burg. Girl-watchers agree that the
stylishly coiffed young miss is a
natural for it. (Postscript: We aren’t making this up!)  

■ JANUARY 1956: A team of three Volkswagens
driven by members of the VW Auto Club of U.S.
won first team prize in the grueling, two-day Great
American Mountain Rally in New York. The three
cars, entered by the club at the last minute, fin-
ished 11th, 17th and 19th to beat out all other
teams in this world-famous event. 

10 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO
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WHAT’S THE NEXT MOVE?
ne of my family’s year-end rituals:
playing board games. From child-
hood through adulthood, my parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles invit-
ed me to
play games.

It was fun, an initiation
into how to follow the
rules and work with
others. Some games are
pure luck, good sports-
manship a key virtue.
Others involve deft col-
laboration or skillful
maneuvers. This playful
and sometime down-
right serious pastime—
my parents will dock me if I don’t discard while
playing Sequence—is one way we create a sense
of community, a sense of family.
As the holidays approached, I wondered which

of my winter pastimes best fit the VW story dur-
ing 2015. Until mid-year, Monopoly, Risk or
Chess seemed to express VW’s world—the one-
time small-car company had grown into an inter-

national powerhouse set
on snatching Toyota’s
seat on the throne. And
it accomplished that
despite soft sales in the
USA. Things change. 
VW’s car on the road

of Life took a detour
into an uncharted terri-
tory that revealed seri-
ous troubles with VW’s
so-called clean diesel
engines and the man-

agement of the people who designed, built and
marketed its vehicles. Some thought VW’s pollu-
tion problem was a minor quibble. VW would
regroup (lose a turn), while others spun their

VW’s game plan in the
midst of the diesel scandal
has shifted gears, but the
outlook remains clouded

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

O
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wheels. That wasn’t in
the cards. Instead it
became Trivial Pursuit.
VW fumbled key ques-
tions. It tried Sorry, but
its bell didn’t ring. Now,
it’s Aggravation: will VW
do the right things? 
Since VW’s game plan

in the auto business has
shifted gears, I thought
I’d present VW’s lineup of
players and pieces in a
manner that makes sense
of the firm’s fate. 
But first, I must report

that the automotive
trades say VW of America finally did something
smart. In a game-changing move, it retained
Kenneth Feinberg to design and administer an
independent claims resolution for owners of 2.0-
liter and 3.0-liter TDIs. 
Feinberg, who oversaw the compensation pro-

gram for victims of General Motors’ defective
ignition switches, anticipates a “menu of reme-
dies.” He’s become the man with the plan when it
comes to settling high-profile cases. He also
oversaw compensation programs for victims of
the 9/11 terrorist attacks and the 2010 BP Deep-
water oil spill. VW says it wants to satisfy affect-
ed owners while avoiding protracted litigation.
At this moment, Feinberg believes remedies will
be attractive enough, the equivalent of legal liti-
gation. And everything is on the table, including
vehicle buy backs. 

■EXECUTIVE BOARD SHUTTLE: OPERATION,
RISK OR SORRY?: Volkswagen’s management
and supervisory boards shuffled their decks;
found new players. If this were a board game, it’s
not Candy Land. The two top players (see below)
are VWAG insiders with Porsche connections.
Will they dial 911? Their challenge: remake VW’s
management structure and mission and then
ditch those who were criticized for hierarchal
behavior, brand elitism and large egos. The
game: win confidence with a change VW’s orga-
nizational structure. Forbes magazine is skepti-

cal; VW’s management includes people tainted by
their connections to those who created the EA
189 engine or other scandals. One such person,
says Forbes, is the firm’s new compliance officer,
Francisco Javier Garcia Sanz. Ouch! 
VW’s new look is supposedly symbolized by an

emphasis on corporate compliance and integrity.
For example, VW announced the appointment of
Michael Steiner (Porsche quality czar) as group
compliance commissioner. He handles VW’s
worldwide discussions with global regulatory
authorities. Steiner reports to VWAG Board CEO
Matthias Mueller. Coming soon: Christine
Hohmann-Dennhardt (Mercedes), who will also
report to Mueller. She will be board member for
integrity and legal affairs. These leaders, Mueller
says, are on par with sales, research and devel-
opment. Not a believer? Christian Klingler, board
manager responsible for sales and marketing,
exited shortly after Martin Winterkorn resigned
due to disagreements with VW’s management
board. 
Here’s is an incomplete look at VWAG’s mana-

gerial lineup:
Top Job: Hans Dieter Poetsch, chairman of

VW’s Supervisors Board (fills Ferdinand Piech’s
spot vacated last spring during the failed Win-
terkorn ouster)
Second fiddle: VW’s CEO: Matthias Mueller,

chairman of VW’s Board of Management
His managerial team: Herbert Diess handles➤

Embargoed diesel models on a back lot of a Milwaukee dealer, not long after the
emissions scandal broke last fall. 
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SCANDAL
VW cars (new guy from BMW). Audi’s Rupert
Stadler retains his chair, and Frank Witter is the
finance chief or, CFO. This is the short list. Seat,
Skoda and other VW brands have their own man-
agers too. Farther down the metaphorical corpo-
rate ladder is Skoda’s Frank Welsch, who became
VW’s new head of technical development. Former
engineering big shots were suspended or
resigned, so someone must move up. VW will
simplify its corporate structure, paring costs and
making it more responsive to local markets. It’s
not certain whether it will have the resources to
regain a toehold in North America.
On Dec. 17, VW announced five new leaders for

development, sales, design and production:
• Ulrich Eichhorn: Leads R&D, replaces Ulrich

Hackenberg
• Fred Kappler: Group sales leader, replaces

Christian Klingler
• Michael Mauer: Group design head, replaces

Walter de Silva
• Wolfram Thomas: Group production chief,

replaces Michael Macht
• Ralf-Gerhard Willner: Group auto architec-

tures guru. 
The number of top managers who report to

Mueller is nearly half what it was before the
diesel scandal broke. 
On the same day the executive shakeup was

announced, European Parliament voted to inves-
tigate VW’s emissions scandal and whether regu-
lators such as the European Commission failed
to prevent cheating by the auto industry in vehi-
cle pollution tests. Claude Thames (Green mem-
ber of EU Parliament) says, “It’s about private
corporations organizing the largest industrial
fraud ever.” Not so fast, say reps from the EU
Commission; individual nations test and enforce
pollution rules. 
Time magazine’s year-end roundup says: VW’s

flaunting of diesel emissions standards is the low
point in its list of issues that drove the news.
Three months after the public learned of VW’s
malfeasance, the German firm still hasn’t pre-
sented a clear remedy for its dirty 2.0-liter TDI

engines sold in the U.S. It’s already developed
and received approval for a European market fix-
it plan, but for the U.S. all we know is that VW
presented something to the EPA on Nov. 20. 
Since revelation of VW’s scam, a series of

admissions and blunders by the people-car firm
has further tarnished its image, upended its
management, angered dealers and confused con-
sumers. I’ll take you on a tour of what’s unfolded
since your last Autoist.
Early November: The EPA found fault with the

Audi-developed 3.0-liter V-6 diesel (TDI) affecting
some 80,000 Audi, Porsche and VW models sold
in the U.S. That’s the Touareg’s mighty diesel.
VW/Audi initially claimed this mill didn’t have
emissions cheating software, but later changed
its tune when it evaluated the EPA’s evidence. 
While this diesel engine doesn’t have the same

emission-skirting software that’s at the center of
the 2.0-liter diesel fiasco, it has a defeat-like pro-
gram. That software is part of the engine’s tem-
perature-conditioning mode. It adjusts catalytic
converter temperature. It also impacts NOx, but
its engineering goal is less nefarious; Audi want-
ed to ensure that the emissions system sensors
and other components worked and kept working.
VW/Audi issued a stop-sell order. 
Weeks later, VW/Audi proposed fixes: it will

properly document its emission control software
to comply with EPA rules. It will also recall
affected vehicles for a software update. 

■TROUBLE: VW’S CARBON DIOXIDE EMIS-
SIONS BLUNDER: In early November, VW
revealed yet another wrinkle. In addition to its
dirty diesels’ NOx woes, 800,000 European diesel
and gas-powered vehicles built by several of its
brands had “implausible” mpg figures. They pro-
duced more carbon dioxide emissions than VW
claimed. Because CO2 emissions are directly tied
to fuel consumption, VW admitted yet another
snafu. It didn’t properly conduct European-mar-
ket fuel-economy certification tests. 
A month later, CEO Mueller claimed the CO2

emissions situation was less serious than
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thought. Further examination showed that only
36,000 vehicles spanning nine models were at
odds with EU mandates. One affected machine:
the 2.0-liter TDI Golf convertible with five-speed
manual. Another: the three-cylinder 1.0-liter TSI
Polo BlueMotion. 

■SORRY: VW’S ENGINEERS COULDN’T MEET
U.S. NOX RULES, CHOSE DECEPTION: On
Dec. 10 in Wolfsburg VW chairman Hans Dieter
Poetsch explained the origins of the firm’s emis-
sions
crises.
Investiga-
tions
reveal that
10 years
ago a small
group of
unnamed
engine
develop-
ment engi-
neers
working
on the 2.0-
liter TDI
(EA189)
mill for the
U.S. mar-
ket could
not comply
with Amer-
ican emissions requirements and also meet cost
and timing targets. 
Engineers, therefore, developed software that

contained emissions strategies that produced
low NOx in lab tests but produced significantly
higher NOx levels for real-world driving. This
was not one mistake but a series of evasive
moves that breached the rules and tainted the
“lean NOx trap” used on Jettas, Beetles and
Golfs plus the 2012 U.S.-built Passat’s AdBlue
selective catalytic reduction system. That mis-
take also affects VW’s new EA288 four-cylinder
diesel engines introduced for 2015. Although
these engines have up-to-date exhaust after-
treatment systems, they were not fully utilized

in an apparent move to reduce consumption of
AdBlue, or urea fluid. 
European authorities have accepted VW’s rela-

tively low-cost EA 189 fixes. VW CEO Matthias
Mueller says that software and hardware updates
comply with European NOx goals without chang-
ing engine performance. He says you can trust
his words. VW’s engineers developed an aston-
ishingly simple device that received regulatory
approval for Euro 1.6-liter diesel engines. It’s a
gizmo that has everyone astonished; it looks as if

VW’s engi-
neers
plucked it
from a
Home
Depot
plumbing
aisle—a
flow trans-
former.
This plas-
tic-fantas-
tic tube
with mesh
improves
the airflow
metering
system’s
accuracy,
assuring
optimum
fuel com-

bustion. Stateside, VW is still working with
authorities to solve NOx emissions violations.
Mueller planned to visit the U.S. during and
after the Detroit auto show in January.
Skeptics say VW’s emission’s evading scheme

must have involved more than a small group of
engineers. Bloomberg News reports that German
prosecutors are investigating whether Robert
Bosch employees helped VW rig software. Previ-
ously, Bild-Zeitung reported that Bosch warned
VW in a 2007 letter that the way the carmaker
planned to use the software installed in diesel
engines was illegal. Bosch claimed that it only
supplied VW with exhaust treatment components
that were standard in many cars. VWCA

VW says this diagram shows what is needed to fix the emissions problem in its 1.6-liter
diesel engines in Europe. Converting the North American engines won’t be so simple.  
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CONVENTION 2016

SWITCHING 
GEARS
61st annual event 
is headed for Illinois 

BY SHELL TOMLIN

■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com 

lans for our 61st
annual VWCA Con-
vention have taken a

quick turn since the earli-
er announcement of an
Indiana location, so it’s off
to Rockford, Ill., on July 8-
10, 2016.
We’ll start off with a

cruise-in and casual wel-
coming dinner at the
Machine Shed Restaurant
on Friday, July 8. 

P
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This venue often has car
shows in its parking lot,
so here’s our opportunity
to fill their lot with Volk-
swagens! Please check
this item on the registra-
tion form so the restau-
rant will be fully prepared
for us.
Our headquarters hotel,

the Holiday Inn, is just
across the street where
the usual Saturday meet-
ings and award banquet
will take place in a gener-
ously sized meeting
room, which will also
serve as our Hospitality
Suite.
Our sit-down banquet

will be catered by the
adjacent Hoffman House
Restaurant, which offers
several choices of entrees
to please any palate.
Select from Chicken Vesu-
vio, savory Atlantic
Salmon or vegetarian
Pesto Primavera when
filling out your registra-
tion. All entrees are
served with fresh garden
salad and assorted dress-
ings, potato, vegetable,
dinner rolls and butter,
and coffee or tea. A
Chicken Fingers banquet
meal is available for chil-
dren under age 10.
Of course, the banquet is where we announce

the winners of the Eberle Best Local Newsletter
Award, the Woodbury Dunn Safety Award and
the Wolfsburg Trophy for the most active local
chapter. But we'll also recognize the member who
has attended the most conventions, the longest
distance traveled to the convention in a VW, and
the oldest Volkswagen at this year’s event.
Do you have an interesting collection of VW

toys and memorabilia? Bring it to Rockford and
you may win a prize! Available space is just 2x2
feet per entry, so bring only your most fascinat-
ing item(s). And if you have an unusual or
unique VW-related item, bring that along, too.
We’ll select the best one by ballot at the banquet.
Note this on the registration form so we’ll have a
display space set aside for you.
On Sunday, it’s a short cruise down State

Street to Alpine Park and the Stateline Volks-➤
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CONVENTION
folks’ Vintage Picnic. Due to
park regulations, it's not a
“car show,” but a picnic
where everyone there hap-
pens to drive a Volkswagen!
Even if you don't bring your
Volkswagen, come to the pic-
nic and enjoy the cama-
raderie — we have plenty of
parking available. There'll be
lots of VWs to look at, some
door prizes, trophies and a
drawing or two. Your con-
vention registration includes
the entry of your VW in the
show — er “picnic,” and
spectators are always wel-
come for free. Just be sure to
pack a picnic lunch, ’cause
no food vending is allowed
in the park, either.
With this late change of venue, time is short,

so be sure to get your regis-
tration in early. Convention
deadline is June 30, but the
hotel has two weddings
scheduled that weekend and
can only hold our block of
rooms until June 8.
Use the registration form in

this issue or print it from our
website, VWClub.org. Just
click on the “Events” button
to get the form. Of course,
logged-in members can see
the entire AUTOIST issue
online and can just print the
page with the form directly. 
Keep watching

VWClub.org and our Face-
book posts, at Facebook.com/
VWClubofAmerica, for the

latest convention information. See you in Rock-
ford! VWCA

Hotel particulars
The headquarters hotel for the 2016
VWCA Convention is the Holiday Inn,
7550 E. State St., Rockford, IL 61108;
phone (815) 398-2200. Mention the
“VWCA Convention” to get our special
rate of $99.95 per night, plus tax, for
one king bed or two queen beds.
Check-in begins at 4 p.m.; checkout is
noon. Reservations must be made and
guaranteed with a valid credit card no
later than Wednesday, June 8, 2016.
Note that this is much earlier than the
convention registration deadline.

Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica
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■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com 

NIVA VW-FEST

  

SHOW SHINE
150 entries, lots of swappers at Chicago area event

BY SHELL TOMLIN 

he gods were smiling on the Northeast Illi-
nois Volkswagen Association for its 20th
annual VW-Fest in September. The perfect
weather and bright sunshine brought out

the show cars and swappers early in nearly
record numbers, testing the ability of Volkswa-
gen of Crystal Lake’s huge lot in suburban
Chicago to contain them all.
The extra large space was welcome, because

there seemed to be many more swappers than

before, with some interesting parts and other
merchandise not previously seen. And all at bar-
gain prices. Even if you don’t have a car to show,
it’s worth it to just browse the swap meet;
remember, spectators (and shoppers) are always
admitted for free!
The cars were the stars at this year’s show and

there were plenty to look at, topping 150 entries.
Seemed like a lot more Buses — Campers, too —
as well as a good cross-section of water-cooled.

T
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Among the
more unusual
vehicles on
hand were a
356-era
Porsche and a
trike that was
really a mobile
boombox that
could hold its
own against
any car stereo
we’ve heard.
This year’s

featured car
was the beauti-
ful orange
1972 Karmann
Ghia convert-
ible owned by
Gary and Tina
Panek and
skillfully ren-
dered on the
commemora-
tive T-shirts
and award plaques by our own Tom
Janiszewski.
Not to be missed, however, was Lance

McDonald’s super-detailed and custom
1971 Fastback. The flawless coral paint
and ventless door windows were just a hint to
what was inside. The engine was color-keyed to
match, and the intake ducts were customized to
enclose and hide the ignition wiring for an
uncluttered appearance. Up front were a pair of
color-matched suitcases that perfectly filled the
trunk space contours. And Lance lifted the trunk
liner to show us the fuel tank was also finished
to match.
On the water-cooled side was Nick Weir’s 1981

Rabbit Pickup. From the outside it looked like a
nicely done custom truck, but underneath, it was
all business! The engine bay was surprisingly
uncluttered, but it looked like it was able to meet

NIVA-FEST

Lance McDonald’s custom
1971 VW Fastback, painted in
coral with engine casings
color-keyed to match.
BELOW RIGHT: Porche 356.
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any challenge. And the righthand driver’s seat
was a no-nonsense racer’s cockpit, leaving us to
only dream about how fast it was!
Throughout the show, Good Humor Dave was

on hand to keep everyone refreshed with ice

cream, as is becoming a staple at NIVA shows.
Check out the photo gallery on our website,
VWClub.org, for more color photos of these and
the other beautiful VWs there. See if we got a shot
of your car there ... or see what you missed! VWCA

Nick Weir’s 1981 customized Rabbit Pickup, featuring a righthand driver’s seat. 

LEFT: Event T-
shirt, featuring the
1972 Karmann
Ghia owned by
Gary and Tina
Panek. ABOVE:
Boombox trike.
ABOVE RIGHT:
Parts galore at the
swap meet. RIGHT:
Crystal Lake VW’s
courtesy car. 
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ou’d think the Chattanooga-built
Passat would have a clear
“Star Wars” promotional tie.
After all, its famous Super

Bowl ad featured a kid in a
Darth Vader costume. But it’s
Fiat/Chrysler that’s plugging
the latest chapter in that sci-fi
series. Nonetheless, the
revamped for 2016 Passat sports
several space-age wonders. 
The exterior’s jeweled head-

lamps could come from the Millen-
nium Falcon. The new ribbed hood
imparts spacecraft ripples. Further new-

frontier items include scores of sensors
from the dot-covered bumpers to the
radar-dome grille badge. Inside,
the leather-clad seating is a fine
place to survey a silver-toned
faux wood trim (abstract
enough to not scream fake)
capped by sparkling bright
accents. The flat-bottom steer-
ing wheel, borrowed from the
GTI, is handsome and delightful
to caress. 
You can run the tab up to

$35,000 by going SEL with the driver
assistance package. Or you could fly a

2016 PASSAT TSI SEL

BRIGHT LIGHT
Updated model is an emerging star in the car wars

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

Y

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 
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little lower and get the assis-
tance package on an SE for
about $28,000. That’s the
price of progress, for a car
that still doesn’t match its
European-brand heritage. And
unlike its European brethren,
you cannot buy a TSI with a
manual transmission. VW’s
Mark Gillies says demand for
the three-pedal Passat is too
low, although the diesel model
when and if it returns this
year should have a six-speed
manual. If you’re looking for a
modestly priced midsize
sporty alternative, check out
the Mazda 6. It’s got a six-
speed manual.
Comfort and convenience

are the Passat’s interior key-
stones—the spacious rear
seats have heaters. Then, check out the infotain-
ment system. With its mobile app (Apple CarPlay,
Android Auto or MirrorLink) you just plug in
your smartphone and the center stack screen’s
graphics flip to reveal a touch pad that matches
your handheld device. Unlike some of VW’s earli-
er nav/entertainment/phone setups, which
responded with glacial speed, this one is swift—a
geek’s delight. VW wisely retains two rotary
knobs plus satel-
lite switchgear on
the steering wheel.
This means you
can touch, turn or
press your way
through the
menus.
The Passat’s

trunk lid’s got a
new optional trick.
Wave your foot
underneath the
rear bumper and
that lid will auto-
matically open—
makes loading that

aft compartment easy when your hands are full.
A rearview camera is standard. 
While VW updated the car’s onboard gadgetry

with a USB port(s), it also upped the car’s fuel
efficiency. Low rolling resistance tires, slightly
reduced aero drag and a few other tricks up its
EPA numbers: 38 highway, 25 city and 29 com-
bined with the six-speed automatic.
While VW has added new standard content, it

says the 2016 Pas-
sat’s pricing
offers better
value. But, VW
has further
reduced warranty
coverage. Carefree
maintenance, the
perk of no out-of-
pocket expenses
for oil changes
and replacement
items, has van-
ished and the cor-
rosion provision
has a 120,000-
mile limit. VWCA



VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, INC., 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700
RICHMOND: BROWN'S VW, 10501 MIDLOTHIAN PIKE, 804-379-
7283
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6520 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-4830

WASHINGTON
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-5280,
P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, INC., 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-
5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-

3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
WEST VIRGINIA

PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS, INC., 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-5451
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. SW,
304-744-1561
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E., 304-242-7313, AC

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: KEN VANCE VW-AUDI, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-830-
1111
LACROSSE: BOB BURG VW, 700 MONITOR ST., 608-782-8808, P-10
A-15 L-10
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON RD.,
608-241-5201
MILWAUKEE: CONCOURS INC, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING DR., 414-
290-1400, P-10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
QUEBEC:: VW LAURENTIDES, 85. JOHN F. KENNEDY, ST. JEROME, 450-

438-4101, AC

ALABAMA
IRONDALE: TOM WILLIAMS AUDI, 3001 TOM WILLIAMS WAY, 205-397-
2700, P-10 A-15 L-10

CALIFORNIA
CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-2888, P-
15 A-15 L-10
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VOLKSWAGEN, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD.,
916-405-2650, P-20 A-20 L-10
WEST COVINA: AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE. S., 626-384-3400

CONNECTICUT
DANBURY: DANBURY VOLKSWAGEN, 29 SUGAR HOLLOW RD., 203-
744-5201

FLORIDA
SARASOTA: SUNCOAST VOLKSWAGEN, 5005 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL, 941-
923-1700, P-10 AC

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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2016

Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them
whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy
you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership
cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it
might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB

AUDI DEALERSVW DEALERS



SUPPORT THE DEALERS
WHO SUPPORT VWCA
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IDAHO
BOISE: BOISE VOLKSWAGEN, 8400 W. FRANKLIN RD., 208-377-5400

INDIANA
BLOOMINGTON: ROYAL VW OF BLOOMINGTON, 3333 E. THIRD ST.,
812-332-9251
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 2912 E. MAIN ST., 765-448-4582
MERRILLVILLE: TEAM VOLKSWAGEN, 3990 E. LINCOLN HWY., 888-805-
3689, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

MAINE
BANGOR: DARLING'S INC., 403 HOGAN RD., 207-941-1330

MICHIGAN
MUSKEGON: MY AUTO IMPORT CENTER, 1860 E. STERNBERG RD., 231-
799-2886

NEW YORK
LATHAM: LANGAN AUDI EAST, 723 NEW LOUDON ROAD, 518-783-5003

OHIO
DUBLIN: MIDWESTERN AUTO GROUP, 6335 PERIMETER LOOP RD., 614-
717-4843

PENNSYLVANIA
STATE COLLEGE: AUDI STATE COLLEGE, 3220 W. COLLEGE AVE., 814-
237-0368

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VOLKSWAGEN, INC., 2200 IOWA ST., 360-
734-5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-
634-3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

CANADA
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM, 905-
513-8820, P-15 A-15 L-15

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-778-
9305, P-10, VW AUTHORIZED SERVICE POINT 

CALIFORNIA
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AVE., 805-
964-6554, www.topshopautosb.com, P-15 AC, VW REPAIR SERVICE

CONNECTICUT
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUSTOM
DRIVE, 860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, VINTAGE REPAIR

ILLINOIS
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI RD.,
708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION, AIR- &

WATER-COOLED
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, P-10 A-10 AC, PARTS 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783, A-10
AC, EUROPEAN REPAIR SHOP
MARTINSVILLE: BRIAN'S OFF ROAD SHOP, 2600 OLD STATE RD. 37 SOUTH,
765-349-9816, AC, RESTORATION SHOP

KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-3511,
www.importdoktor.com, AC, IMPORT SERVICE & BODY SHOP

MICHIGAN
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 248-681-
8081, www.munks.com, AC, BOSCH SERVICE CENTER

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, AC, DUNE BUGGIES

NEW YORK
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS INC, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 315-
789-9368, P-5 L-5, VW & AUDI SERVICE

RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 401-
789-7720, P-5 A-5 AC

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS



22 l VW Autoist

■ Richard G. VanTreuren | rgvant@juno.com

■BY RICHARD G. VAN TREUREN

Peeing on diesel exhaust  
As I start my 38th year with VWCA, never have I
been more proud of our club and my fellow

AUTOIST collaborators as during these recent trou-
bled times. In our pages readers were given a
depth of investigation and loyal opposition one
couldn’t purchase in slick paper magazines.
The story continues to evolve, prompting one

blogger to write: “Just as no major media outlets
(forget major media reporters, who are mostly
trained in the art of reading press releases, not
interested in actually digging into a story) take
the time to explain to their audiences that while
the VWs in the crosshairs did emit more than
allowed when not being tested, they did not emit
very much regardless. ... Because no new cars –
diesel or gas – emit much of anything that’s nox-
ious. Upwards of 95 percent of the exhaust
stream has been scrubbed and rendered inert. It
is mostly water vapor and carbon dioxide. All the
hubbub about emissions is about the remaining
less-than-5 percent that’s not quite pristine ...
‘up to 40 times’ the allowable maximum, it’s ‘up
to’ a number that’s probably not even a whole
number.”
Indeed. Already we have seen the States pile on

and the media suggest other manufacturers’
autos might not do the same in the lab as in
“realistic conditions.” (Note there are no calls for
their resignation and prosecution;, as in the
jihad against VW.) This obviously calls into ques-
tion the political motivation if not the entire
emissions testing scheme. Why has that previ-
ously acceptable 95 percent “clean” suddenly
become unacceptable, even criminal?
VW’s website was still touting “clean” diesel

weeks after the media meltdown, seeming to be
as oblivious as lobbyists replaying candidate Bar-
rack Obama’s “clean coal” speech even as the
Kingston coal plant accidentally released 100
times more toxic waste than the Exxon Valdez
disaster, which left much of the town of Harri-
man, Tenn., uninhabitable. “Clean” means what,
exactly?
Compare exhausts of a 1978 Rabbit diesel with

a 2008 Golf diesel, for one example, in how far
we have come. In another comparison, those
interiors you scrubbed to a shiny-proud level
would be downright filthy when compared to a
hospital operating room. And that germ-free
trauma center would be rated catastrophically
contaminated if used to manufacture microchips.
However, unlike those “clean room” standards

that meet specific criteria, our diesel owners
berating themselves over how their burning less
fuel while somehow emitting unacceptable, sup-
posedly deadly pollutants under “realistic condi-
tions” have yet be privy to the actual numbers
that are causing all the hullaballoo.
Why doesn’t the EPA simply publish the fig-

ures, in an honest manner?
Another blog posting suggested there are no

firm numbers to publish:
“The truth, though, is that no one really

knows. The tests measure output under given
arbitrary conditions. Car stationary (usually not
in gear) hooked up to a machine. ... They emit
more when driven in – muffled cough, now –
‘realistic’ conditions. ... What does ‘realistic’
mean? How is it defined? Are the vehicles tested
with their throttles wide open? Pedal to the
metal? If so, then – yes – their emissions will be
higher than they would be with the engine idling
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or under light load at say 3,000 RPM.”
NOx is a generic term for the mono-nitrogen

oxides NO and NO2 (nitric oxide and nitrogen
dioxide) produced during combustion, such as
air-breathing engines, because nitrogen is the
largest component of our atmosphere. If VW’s
offensive fraction of a percent is as suggested
actually NOx, that gas is impossible for internal
combustion engines to completely eradicate. 
Sad but true, even BMW’s ground-breaking liq-

uid hydrogen-powered piston engine cars of 15
years ago made some of the offending gas. Power
the Wankel rotary engine with hydrogen and
most of its problems disappear — except NOx. If
we want to burn any fuel in any chamber, the
question comes down to how much NOx is too
much. Whom to believe?
In the first press release VW issued concerning

a fix (as this column goes to press), officials state
that in addition to a software update, the Euro-
pean engines:
“A ‘flow transformer’ will

be fitted directly in front
of the air mass sensor
on the 1.6-liter EA
189 engine. ...
This is a mesh
that calms
the swirled
air flow in
front of the
air mass sen-
sor and will
thus deci-
sively
improve the measuring accuracy of the air mass
sensor. ... The air mass sensor determines the
current air mass throughput, which is a very
important parameter for the engine management
for an optimum combustion process.”
That’s it? As of this writing, we continue to

worry that VW of America will have to fix all its
“affected” autos using the only technology avail-
able, literally peeing on the exhaust. Urea, as it’s
politely called, will be injected downstream. A
tank, pump and injector rig will be retrofitted to
diesels already built, and this will be “free” to
owners (no doubt VW will be able to pay for the

recall with all the salaries they’re left with after
all the firings).
What goes on here? We’re already used to VW

selling a $15,000 car that gets 70-plus mpg in
Europe not being importable because it lacks the
proper number or type of air bags, iron in the
bumpers and/or doors, etc. (How do they allow
motorcycles on our streets?) So with recalled or
even old VWs that meet rather strict carbon-
crazy European health and safety standards not
being sold here, we should be asking questions.
Are the Europeans misguided, reducing carbon
emissions while being too lax on those few
remaining parts-per-million NOx? Or more likely
are we victims of an agency whose what-have-
you-done-for-me-lately standards were written
devoid of any incentive to be cost-conscious, or
even any connection to engineering-derived

triage?
You remem-

ber “Up to 40
times better
mileage with
these amaz-
ing cow mag-
nets!”? Up To
40 times
includes zero.
Lest someone
demand the
defining
details, not
surprisingly
the col-
leagues of

the folks who brought you the IRS code have
trotted out numbers that envision innocent civil-
ians choking to death as fuel-efficient-but-evil
VWs smoke by. We should be suspicious. (Even
confession-happy VW balked at those seemingly
dartboard-derived figures.)
Back in the day, while our government told us

were winning the war in Indo-China owing to
the Vietcong body counts being tabulated, there
was a now-forgotten scare about the mind-alter-
ing drug LSD. We were warned that a small
amount of this potent hallucinogen entered into
a city’s water supply could render a major ➤
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independent shops in the
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HE COULD HAVE HAD A 

DISCOUNT

metro area a disaster zone as mind-tripping citi-
zens ran amok. Little problem with dilution
there as well. As Kevin Horrigan put it in the
Nov/Dec AUTOIST, “it will be harder to link this to
individual deaths.” (Legions of lawyers will fig-
ure out how, not to worry.)
Perhaps we are not asking the right questions.

Let us assume, momentarily, the slow-death-by-
VW body count figures quoted were not just
plucked from a posterior, and (high count) 94
people actually died agonizing deaths at the
hands of unwitting VW diesel enthusiasts over
the past 11 years. Next, let’s put a number on
that “up to 40” percentage they are so reluctant
to detail. Round figure — the EA 189 engine
puts out, say, 0.5 parts per million in the lab,
getting 0 mpg, but on the road getting 45-50
mpg it smokes up to 0.9 ppm. That suggests,
perhaps only 78 people would have died if VW
had achieved 0.85; say, a mere 65 if it had
reached as low as 0.7, etc., without a care what
each step costs. Ridiculous! No matter what the
actual numbers are, even at EPA’s questionable
“pass,” combustion is still producing some NOx.
Who among us is wise enough to rule that a

given number of NOx deaths is an acceptable

one? Sorry, I don’t trust the cousins of the folks
who forced us to purchase a safety device with a
kill ratio. (Takata’s air bags passed U.S. safety
standards, then suddenly we changed our stan-
dards even for those already recalled?)
Since VW instantly admitted guilt before the

crime was even well defined, it’s not surprising
that as of the time of this writing, responding to
the pop-up on the subject finds VW executives
unable to fully answer the FAQs they themselves
wrote!
So what will happen? Perhaps after retrofitting

urea injection to the “affected” cars to save face,
VWoA will have to spread the cost of diesel tech-
nology across its line, losing yet more competi-
tive edge. (Remember 1984, when Westmoreland
Rabbits came with diesel standard, and the gas
engine was an extra cost option?) Verily, as our
editor’s piece in the last issue was titled, knock-
ing out EPA’s last few parts per million at VW
price levels will be “too good to be true.” This
targeted smear campaign against the most cost-
effective cars’ maker will not make any measure-
able difference in the quality of the air you
breathe, but it is going to take a lot more cash
out of your wallet. VWCA

FRONTDRIVER
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Are you a 
VW nut?

If so, you may have an unusual, or even
unique VW-related item in your collection
that other club members would enjoy
seeing. Bring it to the 61st VWCA Con-
vention in Rockford, Ill., on July 8-10 and
you may win a prize. We’ll vote on the
Most Unique VW-Related Item at our
banquet on Saturday, July 9. See you
there!

Mad magazine added VW’s diesel
test-rigging scandal to its “worst

of” lists for 2015. 
The venerable parody publication

ranked VW’s antics No. 3 in its “The 20
Dumbest People, Events and Things of
2015.” Only Donald Trump and reality
TV star Josh Duggar finished higher. 
Mad’s VW parody features “The Illicit

Engine That Could,” a cartoon car that
starts to cry at the thought of meeting U.S. emis-
sion standards. 
But tears turn to joy when a clown dressed in

a VW lab technician’s coat asks, “Have you ever
heard of a ‘defeat device’?” 
Later, a “pretty blonde doll” asks the car: “Do

you think you can keep your mouth shut for
eight years while we conspire to break the law?”
The little VW diesel replies: “‘I think I can. I

think I can. I think I can.’ And all the toys
cheered and cheered, as the blue sky turned to
rusty brown.” VWCA

VW ‘worst-of’ parody
hits Mad’s year-end list
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■BY STEVE MIERZ

■ Steve Mierz | P.O. Box 3353 | Stony Creek, CT 06405 | CommonGear@aol.com

A summer of Creeky driving
Wow, can’t believe it’s nearly Thanksgiving as

I’ve finally dragged myself back to the com-
puter to hammer out a new Casual Collector. The
last time I checked in, it was May 2015, and I
was just beginning to enjoy the fruits of my off-
season efforts on the Creeky ’69 Bug, which
included the replacement intake manifold proj-
ect, a fairly major undertaking for yours truly. 
It was a good thing that the car turned out to be

drivable, because I had to rely on it heavily for
daily commuting through most of the summer. The
reason was that both my college-age kids had sum-
mer internship jobs related to their fields of study
(Sarah a pharmacy tech at a local pharmacy and
Matt an engineering intern at a submarine manu-
facturer.)
So both of my “regular daily driver” cars, a 2001

Subaru and 2003 Buick, got spoken for every day
by kids getting to their jobs. Back at the Universi-
ty of Connecticut for the fall semester, they did
take the Buick with them because Matt needs it to
get to school daily from his off-campus apartment
(while Sarah lives on-campus) and also some trav-
el related to his senior design project. 
At least I got my Subaru back! Ha ha! I’m not

complaining, though, and I’m glad that the big,
safe Buick (an ’03 LeSabre with low miles—my
father’s last car) is useful for the kids. 
The Creeky Bug was driven a little over 4,000

miles by me through this past summer and gener-
ally was quite reliable—not to mention fun. A pret-
ty steady 30 mpg was also achieved along the way.
About the only thing I really needed to do, beyond
normal maintenance and oil changes was to
replace the front wheel bearings, which I had

never done before and didn’t really have all the
proper tools for. 
But thankfully VW chose some reasonable

diameters for the bearing raceways, which
allowed me to use some standard-size sockets for
pressing/pounding them back into the rotors (the
Creeky ’69 has Karmann Ghia disk brakes on the
front, thanks to the previous owner). I had built
up some confidence right before doing those also,
because my ’70 Bug also needed front wheel bear-
ings (though it has stock drums all the way
around), and I had successfully muddled through
that project.
As I am happiest when I have a wheels restora-

tion project underway, and being in a “Creeky”
state of mind, I had been browsing various used
four-bolt, 4x130 bolt pattern wheels for sale on
the popular site TheSamba.com. I knew it had to
something out-of-the ordinary to catch my eye,
and eventually a good used set of Dan Gurney
alloy wheels, 14 inches in diameter by 6 inches
wide, came up for sale from a trusted used-parts
guy in New Jersey. 
These were sufficiently unusual, not just in

design, but also in diameter, because the most
Bug people stick with 15-inch wheels, even for
their aftermarket choices, which was what VW
put on Bugs to start with. The 14-inch wheels
also intrigued me because they opened up a dif-
ferent world of tire choices.
I decided to go the powdercoat route with the

Dan Gurney wheels, and my favorite local pow-
dercoat guy had an idea for a “moon surface”
coating (a mottled silver with black pockmarks—
I think the coating is also referred to as “black
vein”), that he often recommends for alloy
wheels that have any degree of corrosion. 
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I had the same coating applied to my Subaru’s
original alloy wheels a year earlier and was very
pleased with the effect. The Gurney wheels came
out great, and for something different in the tire
department, I selected a tire that some VW Thing
enthusiasts have used (because Things came with
14-inchers), an E78-14 “super-knobby” design that
I think also has some antique Jeep applications. 
They are a

little bigger in
OD than the
standard
165R15 Bug
tire but not by
much. 
The other

thing that I
had to deal
with on the
14-inch
wheels was
front brake
caliper clear-
ance, so I
found some
three-eighths-
inch spacers
with the cor-
rect 4x130 pat-
tern, and they
solved that
problem (no need for spacers on the back, with
stock drums). I really like the “total attitude trans-
formation” of the car with this wheels and tires
set—though I will also admit that the ride’s a little
rougher, and the mpg has gone down to about 28. 
One final thing I did just a few weeks back was

to fit an obsolete aftermarket “hot rodder”
exhaust system to the car (a dual outlet design
that uses the stock rear apron cut-outs and does-
n’t compromise ground clearance), which has
also made the driving experience more interest-
ing and fun. With this car, as imperfect and cob-
bled together looking as it is, I feel free to try
different things, which helps keep the experience
interesting and fun.
I drove down to Harrisburg, Pa., at last sum-

mer to grab some 14-inch NOS American Racing

Vector wheels from a private seller. They are 7
inches wide and are the exact same style of mag
wheel that the “Dukes of Hazard” General Lee
Dodge Charger wore in the popular TV series
(though probably with a different bolting pattern
to fit the Dodge). These turned out to be SO nice
and so pristine (never mounted on a car, never
any weights affixed to them, etc.), that I decided I

was better off
reselling
them. They’re
still for sale
as of this
writing (so if
you are build-
ing a General
Lee style four-
bolt Bug, you
should look
me up!). 
Even more

recently, I’ve
found some
other unusual
used condi-
tion 14-inch-
ers for four-
bolt, 4x130
fitment, one
set being
alloys (an

unusual Western Wheels design that looks
somewhat like the “Minilite” wheel that is popu-
lar with the sports car crowd) and another
being a steel construction wheel with a curved,
cut-out spoke-type of design, not totally unlike
the concept of the Gurney alloys. I am in the
process of acquiring both sets—have seen them
only in pictures so far. Should be interesting
and fun once they are received, to survey them
and start to make some decisions about creative
refinishing.
I’ve installed new front calipers and hoses on

the Bug—which have also shown me that my mas-
ter cylinder appears to be bad. Always something
with old cars! Hopefully, we can get the M/C done
and still enjoy some more air-cooled Volkswagen-
ing this year before the snow sets in. VWCA

In early November Creeky, a ’69 Bug, shows off the latest wheels and tires
project, and old-school hot rodder exhaust too. At left, the ’01 Subaru wheels
have the same custom powdercoat finish.
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and other bonuses are a start, but VW hasn’t
acted as though it’s listening to its dealers. Deal-
ers believe they’re the ones who will get VW
through its crisis. On one hand, one could argue
that low, low prices will damage VW’s reputa-
tion—called buying market share. On the other,
VW’s image is already seriously smashed. 
Thus, it’s not surprising that VW’s U.S.

sales nose-dived 25 percent in Novem-
ber (23,882 vs. 31,725 in 2014).
While VW enthusiasts apparently
gobbled up GTIs (3,336 vs. 1,844)
and Tiguans (up nearly 50 percent
at 3,907 vs. 2,082) as fast as they
could, mainstay offerings (Passat
and Jetta) saw far fewer takers (2,759
vs. 6,966 Passats). Automotive News
reports that VW’s unsold vehicle inventories
are high (133 days’ worth). But the figure is
skewed by the stop-sale order on TDI models. Its
TSI (turbo gas) cars and crossovers are actually
in short supply. As one VW dealer owner told the
AUTOIST, use VW’s online dealer inventory
check—as though you’re configuring a new car
for purchase. You cannot find cars when and

where they need
them. 
A shortage of sell-

able autos explains
part of VW’s sales
decline, but the fact
that the brand is
now the brunt of
jokes (Photoshop-
ping billowing
clouds of smoke aft
pics of any VW
threatens to replace
baseball as a nation-
al pastime) and has-
n’t taken effective
measures to regain
the public’s trust is
a problem. One sur-
prising develop-

ment: Tiguan sales are up by double digits—part-
ly due to consumer demand for small crossovers
and more attractive pricing.

■VW’S TSI ENGINE GOES TO PIECES: VW
notified the National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration in October
that its new 1.8/2.0-

liter TSI engine
poses a safety
threat. Due to
high tensile
stress on the
sintered-metal
press-fitted cam

lobe that drives
the fuel injection

pump and the vacuum
pump, the lobe can shear off. If it detaches,
engine and braking power are reduced. That
could cause a crash. The malfunction indicator
light will turn on and the engine operates in
limp home mode. 
ThyssenKrupp manufactures VW’s “assembled”

camshaft. Assembled is engineering speak for
camshafts that utilize some pressed-on fused
powder-metal pieces rather than being fully
forged and machine-shaped. This camshaft mak-
ing process is now commonplace, with VW’s ven-
dor saying it creates durable four-sided fuel
pump lobes for direct-injection engines. 
VW received reports of camshaft failures in

February 2015 and began field monitoring. A
month later, it began laboratory tests of failed
parts. By April, VW escalated its review due to
additional camshaft failures. As late as Septem-
ber, VW still did not identify why these camshaft
fail. Later, VW notified the NHTSA that the root
cause of these failures was not understood. 
Whether there’s a batch of faulty parts or

another defect isn’t clear. Cars involved were
built in North America. They include 2015-2016
model-year Jettas, Beetles, Golfs, GTIs and Pas-
sats. VW says 91,867 vehicles might be affected.
VW planned to notify owners in December and

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST
contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
leppke.cliff@gmail.com. 
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anticipates finding a fix by March. If the camshaft
fails, dealers will replace it under warranty using
existing parts. 

■TAKATA AIR BAG AGREEMENT: VW is aware
of a Takata-made side air bag rupture in a 2015
Tiguan. It’s reported as the first known example
of such a rupture involving Takata’s side air
bags. This news sent lawmakers into a fit; nearly
any Takata-made air bag was dangerous. 
Takata and the NHTSA have reached an agree-

ment. Approximately 34 million U.S. vehicles are
affected by defective air bag inflators that can
shoot metal fragments toward vehicle occupants.
Experts claim the root cause is Takata’s use of
ammonium nitrate as a propellant. Takata had
previously maintained that manufacturing errors
caused the ruptures; that the risk affected older
vehicles. Recent reports of Takata air bags fail-
ing (VW Tiguan) has safety officials concerned
that the problem is widespread. 
In a consent order announced in November,

Takata pays a $70 million fine
with an additional $130 million
set aside as penalties if the com-
pany violates settlement terms.
Takata is ordered to phase out
its use of certain ammonium
nitrate-based air bag inflators.
Unless new evidence emerges,
Takata must recall all of its
ammonium nitrate inflators. 
In the USA, inflator ruptures

are linked to eight deaths and
more than 100 injuries. 

■FINANCE DEPARTMENT:
Usually finance and insurance
are major moneymakers for car-
makers and their dealers. VW, however, needs its
own line of credit to keep operating as it mounts
losses due to the emissions scandal. The German
company has told banks (13 total) supplying the
firm with a $21.1 billion line of credit that it will
sell assets if it cannot find another way to repay

the one-year loan, Reuters reports. VW secured
this bridge loan and plans to refinance it by issu-
ing bonds. VW is under pressure to secure funds,
as it’s expected to pay billions of dollars to cover
fines, lawsuits and vehicle repairs after cheating
on diesel emission tests. 

■VW/AUDI MODELS ACE SAFETY TESTS:
Seven VW/Audi models earned the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety’s 2016 Top Safety
Pick+. One is the revamped Passat. That fact
makes Scott Wilson, our friend in Tennessee,
very proud. It offers active and passive safety
systems that meet or exceed current crash regu-
lations. VW of America’s Mark Gillies told the
AUTOIST that the 2016 midsize sedan’s revised
body structure deflects small overlap front crash-
es well, achieving the highest rating of “good.”
That’s a big improvement. In addition to good
crash protection, a Pick+ award winner must
earn an advanced or superior rating for its front-
crash prevention system’s performance. 

The 2016 Passat qualifies for that “plus”
because it can be equipped with forward collision
warning and autonomous emergency braking
(Front Assist, in VW speak). Other driver aids
include adaptive cruise control (adjusts speed to
maintain space ahead), active lane departure

The new Passat excelled in the government’s offset crash test. 
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warning (Lane Assist), blind spot
monitor and rear traffic alert with
braking.
On the Passat, a radar sensor

monitors the distance of traffic
ahead. Front Assist alerts the driv-
er of critical front-end collision sit-
uations, both acoustically and visu-
ally. Besides the beeps, a warning
symbol appears in the instrument
cluster. At speeds faster than 19
mph, warnings commence before
braking is initiated. If the driver
doesn’t apply the brakes, the sys-
tem applies them. Should the driver
brake too lightly, the system
increases braking pressure. When
moving less than 19 mph, the vehi-
cle simultaneously applies the
brakes and warns the driver. 
Passats with the full suite of driver assist tech-

nology sport smooth VW grille badges that house
a sensor. Other sensors are in the bumpers
(“beauty dots”) and near the rear-view mirror. 
Other Top Performers: Golf (four door); Golf

SportWagen; GTI (four door); Audi A6; Audi A3;
and Audi Q5. 

■SKILLFUL MOVES SPELL UAW AT VW
PLANT: On Dec. 4, a group of about 160 skilled
tradesmen (electricians, welders and other repair
workers who maintain assembly lines) voted to
form a bargaining unit at VW’s Chattanooga
plant. This allows the United Auto Workers to set
up a bargaining unit that can negotiate wages,
benefits and work rules. Many consider this the
first step toward wider union representation at
VW’s factory. VW says it will appeal the decision
to the National Labor Relations Board.
Because the NLRB has already determined that

skilled tradesmen can form their own bargaining
group without the vote of the entire body of
plant workers and the federal courts have upheld
the right of small bargaining units, the micro
union within VW’s plant will likely pass the legal
muster. 

■RELIABILITY RATINGS: Back in the 1990s

one of my early car reviews crowed about Audi’s
nifty A4-dable sporty sedan that looked hand-
some, felt substantial and bested its German
competition in interior trimmings. It became the
comeback car for a firm saddled by a charge of
unintended acceleration that scared off buyers
and further sullied the brand’s reputation. 
Audi recalled cars and installed brake inter-

locks on them. It put brake over-ride software on
its later vehicles to reduce the number of inad-
vertent wrong-pedal mishaps—situations when
the driver mashes the throttle instead of the
brake pedal. Pedal-automatic shifter interlocks
are now commonplace. And Audi’s reputation is
better. In fact, its newer cars fare well in Con-
sumer Reports survey—third place in the most
reliable group. 
VW’s otherwise impressive 2015 Golf (86 per-

cent would buy another), is worse than average.
CR’s Gabriel Shenhar said in an AUTOIST that the
new Golf wasn’t up to par. VW as a brand, howev-
er, ranks 13th. It’s in the reliable category. The
least reliable car brand is Fiat, ranked 28th. 
The new A4 will now set you back about

$35,000 for starters. It’s lighter, more powerful
and will arrive stateside with a seven-speed dual-
clutch gearbox, replacing the eight-speed auto-
matic. A six-speed manual might return in late

One of the safety sensors in the bumper of the new Passat. 
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2016—probably in the Quattro model.

■MOVING ON: Walter de Silva, 64, head of VW’s
group design retired at the end of November.
He’s been responsible for the design of all pas-
senger car brands within the Volkswagen Group
since 2007. He joined VW in 1998 as head of
Seat’s Design Center. By 2002, he took charge of
Audi’s design guiding a shift in Audi’s look
introducing the brand’s single-frame grille and
graceful profiles such as the A5 coupe. He also
shifted VW’s face from the Bug-like shield (see
the fifth-gen Jetta and GTI, Eos and last-gen Pas-
sat) toward a horizontal motif that pays homage
to the Ital Design Golf circa 1975. De Silva began
his career in 1972 at Fiat. He drew accolades for
his work on the Alfa Romeo 156 (1997). De Silva
was one of Martin Winterkorn’s close confi-
dantes.
Suspended top technical gun at Audi, Ulrich

Hackenberg, 65, resigned in December. He was
one of nine managers suspended as of December
press time after VW admitted that it evaded
clean air rules. One of several VW executives
we’ve seen behind the show-car wheels in Detroit
with his former boss Winterkorn, Hackenberg
played a prominent role in his 30-year career in
developing the technology that went into VW’s
vehicles.
Audi’s top labor representative might have

pushed for Hackenberg’s resignation in an effort
to eliminate uncertainty over who was in charge
at Audi. Hackenberg retained his title after his
suspension. Hackenberg and other suspended
engineers, who were part of VW’s research and
development, have not been charged with wrong-
doing. 

■DANGEROUS CAR REPAIR 101: I took auto
shop during my high school days. Safety was
just as important as setting dwell—remember
ignition points? But Mr. Olsen, my instructor
who thought an Olds 442 was a car and a VW a
miserable mistake, did inoculate several useful
lessons—as did my wood shop instructor.

Nonetheless, neither prepared me for a scary car
repair—mending a VW Scirocco door handle.
Neither the car nor my tools were unsettling,

but two men who suddenly appeared in my
garage were: one had a gun and told me to give
him my wallet the other just stood there. Who’s
been trained for this car-repair danger? This is
nothing like the time my spring compressor
popped off and parts flew into a TV’s CRT. Any-
how, I said, “I don’t have one,” which I repeated a
second time. 
Then my would-be robbers turned and looked

down my driveway. Were they eyeing my “other”
Scirocco? Were they befuddled by the fact that I
might own more than one of VW’s wedge-shaped
coupes? Certainly, they were too young to know
anything about this car. Heck, they might have
thought is was a DeLorean—don’t laugh, several
times I’ve been asked whether it’s the car from
“Back to the Future.” 
Anyhow, I didn’t ponder. When these guys

looked away, I bolted forward, exiting the garage
the same way the crooks entered—through the
overhead door opening and between the man
with the gun and his accomplice.
And while I’m thinking of it, has anyone used

an M5 x 0.8mm “rivnut” to fix a stripped out
door handle boss? The Scirocco’s forward han-
dle’s attachment is a threaded hole through the
door’s thin outer skin. A thief damaged that skin
when prying off the exterior door handle. Bad
Karmann, I mean Karma. 

■CROSSOVER MODEL IN THE WORKS: Our
Chattanooga-plant insider, Scott Wilson, tells the
AUTOIST that it’s full-steam ahead. It’s building a
second assembly line for an American-built
crossover that’s based on VW’s Golf’s MQB archi-
tecture, which isn’t shared with the American
Passat. VWCA
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FALL TRUSTEES MEETING
Nov. 22, 2015

The meeting opened at 2:05 p.m. CST by teleconference.
Present were Shell Tomlin, Tom Janiszewski, Gary Hanson
and Fred Frank, trustee-at-large. This was the first fall
trustees meeting in recent memory, owing to suggestions
made by the trustees at the 2015 convention trustees meet-
ing.
Local club information was reviewed and corrected where

necessary.
Fred Frank elected as chairman of the Board of Trustees.
The president’s report stated that we are in need of a

national secretary to fill the vacancy left by the passing of
Barbara Boltz. Several means of publicizing this need were
suggested and will be followed up. We also need a local
club columnist for the AUTOIST. Frank stated an interest in
the position.
The vice president discussed the current trend of local

clubs being less structured, using social media as a com-
munications method rather than a printed — or even an
emailed — newsletter. A comparison of VWCA and Vintage
VWCA local chapters was made and it appears that VWCA
is more welcoming to prospective affiliates.
No secretary’s or treasurer’s report was filed. 
The membership secretary’s report showed most local

chapter membership levels unchanged except NIVA, which
showed a 24 percent increase. Recruiting figures were not
compiled for this midterm report.
The recent acceptance of a new member from Sweden

has led to the re-evaluation of our foreign membership poli-
cies. Because we have little to offer a member in Europe,
for example (no events, no dealer discounts, inability to ship
Club Store merchandise overseas), the possibility of offering
an AUTOIST subscription (only) to those outside the US and
Canada was discussed. Any member logged into the web-
site can view (and print) the entire AUTOIST, so postage (cur-

rently $4.32 per copy to Europe) is taken out of the equa-
tion. The website logic will need changes to admit those
outside the U.S. and Canada to purchase an AUTOIST sub-
scription under a different rate structure.
It was reiterated that we have adopted the Michigan Vin-

tage Festival as our Maifest, and the City of Firsts VW
Club’s September event as our Oktoberfest for the foresee-
able future.
The 2016 VWCA Convention will be in Kokomo, Ind., with

the help of the City of Firsts VW Club there. The date is
pending the receipt of the calendar of Summer Concerts
there. The format will roughly follow that of the established
Oktoberfests there:
• Friday, Noon to 10 p.m.: Cruise-in, car show, swap

meet, concert in Foster Park, downtown Kokomo.
• Saturday morning: Usual Business Meeting & Trustees

Meeting
• Saturday afternoon: Road Cruise — likely to vintage

Waupekong Gas Station or other similar location.
• Saturday evening: Awards banquet.
• Sunday: Currently no plans — possible farewell break-

fast, leaving the day for travel.
We’re working with Garry McNew, City of Firsts VW

Club’s events coordinator, and Randy Morris, Kokomo
Parks & Recreation superintendent, to iron out the details.
The latest news will be printed in the January/February
AUTOIST and posted on our website and Facebook page,
facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica.
The low turnout for this meeting was attributed partly to

its proximity to the upcoming holiday season. The trustees
will investigate an earlier November date, or possibly Janu-
ary for the next “second trustees meeting.”
The meeting was adjourned at 2:42 p.m.

Shell Tomlin
Acting VWCA secretary
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos).
Non-member rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15
cents per additional word. Photos are additional $5
each. Includes posting on vwclub.org website with
color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID num-
ber or pay in advance. Ads may be revised to meet
space limitations. Photos to be returned must be
accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send to
VWCA Classified Ads, 1554 Roanoak Ave., Aurora IL
60506. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to
vwclub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: Glass of ’70 Beetle – rear side glass, rear win-
dow with defrost grid, L & R door glass; Ghia – L & R door

window glass. Shipping? But maybe you are near. Call J.

Spellman at (847) 825-5903 (IL)

FOR SALE: 1966 Beetle, black exterior, red interior, rough
shape. In Milwaukee, WI. Asking $1,500. Please call Ron

Clayton for details, (414) 364-5178.

FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publish-

ers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual

$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118,

(206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.

FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36
horsepower, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc

dual port. Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).

FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen & Audi parts. John’s
Car Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180

or email johnsccorner@gmail.com.

FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0,

2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines

by Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker

Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).

FOR SALE: ’71-72 VW stick-automatic transmission com-

plete with new clutch, converter seal and associated parts.

Best offer or will trade for VW parts. Contact Dave at (630)

789-1779 (IL).

CONNECTICUT: Michael Gorgoglione, New Milford

ILLINOIS: W. Cort Miller, Batavia; Alan R. Carlson, Berwyn; Kate

Fitzkappes, Chicago; Dave Mc Clure, Glenview; Ernie Velasco, Jr.,

Plainfield; Ray Wiktor, Plainfield; Martin Temple, Prairie Grove; Laura

Schleef, Schaumburg; James D. Miniea, Westchester

MASSACHUSETTS: Charles Friel, Groveland

SOUTH CAROLINA: Christie Hunnicutt, Greer

WASHINGTON: Wilson Brown, Marysville

WISCONSIN: John Bandemer, Janesville

WYOMING: Gregory Ramsey, Casper

VWClub.org
Add value to your VWCA membership by
registering at VWClub.org. In the “Mem-
bers Only” area, take
advantage of discounts
on VWCA stuff and
renew your membership,
using PayPal or your
credit card.
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VW Club of Sheboygan (Wis.) members
Gene and Phyllis Smith provided holiday
cheer at the Motorville dealership, where
they’ve done business for many years.
Gene’s ’72 Super Beetle Convertible, a
Father’s Day gift last year, was festooned
with decorations, and the tree was filled
with VW car ornaments and handmade
cookie-cutter items. Gene helped out when
Motorville’s new building opened several
years ago, and Phyllis used the occasion to
promote the Sheboygan VW club. 



VW Autoist
P.O. Box 154
North Aurora IL 60542

■ Tom Janiszewski | volkstom@sbcglobal.net 

■BY TOM JANISZEWSKI


