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At Detroit, VW
plays defense    
VW’s press conference at
the auto show in Detroit

was jam-packed, a battery of
cameras focused on its
stage. All eyes and ears were
waiting for VW’s new leader-
ship to talk dirty diesels. We
got an earful—repeated
apologies and confirmations
that a VW is committed to
the U.S., a new company
that will understand what
American drivers want.
VW’s American boss

Michael Horn said VW/Audi
would extend the $1,000
goodwill gesture to V-6 TDI
owners — a smart move.
Then, he proceeded toward
new talking points: new
product such as the
redesigned Passat and fall
2016 Golf all-wheel-drive
SportWagen called the All-
track. 
Next, Herbert Diess, the

new head of the VW brand
based in Germany, said VW
has made much progress
with a diesel emission situa-
tion. He plans to redefine
VW as committed to the U.S.
with a new mindset. “Ameri-

ca,” he said, “is vital to our
future.” Expect a major
change in VW’s lineup with
the longer wheelbase Tiguan
in 2017 and an SUV in every
major segment. His boss,
CEO Matthias Mueller, called
America “wonderful” the pre-
vious night. With this many
compliments, you’d think
VW never heard of the EPA
or the California Air
Resources Board.

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

■TURN TO PAGE 26

Herbert Diess (left) with Michael
Horn. 



■NEW EV MODEL: VW is said to be working on
a high-volume electric car, one to rival other
affordable EVs on the market. Autoblog reports
that the model will be “based on the same front-
wheel-drive platform” as the EV version of the
eighth-generation VW Golf, which is due out in
2018. 

■VW’S PR PROBLEM: In a ranking in February
of the 100 most visible U.S. companies by the
Harris Poll, Volkswagen ranked dead last, reflec-
tive of its ongoing diesel emissions scandal that
broke last fall. The poll’s top 10 were Amazon,
Apple, Google, USAA, Disney, Publix Super Mar-
kets, Samsung, Berkshire Hathaway, Johnson &
Johnson, and Kellogg.
■COMPENSATION COMING: Owners of VW’s
besmirched TDI models are in line for generous
compensation packages, the head of its claims
fund, Kenneth Feinberg, told Frankfurter Allge-
meine Sonntagszeitung in early February. But
VW isn’t sure if the roughly 600,000 U.S. owners
will be compensated with cash, car buy-backs,
repairs or replacement cars.  

■TAKATA: In the latest Takata air bag fallout,
VW says it will recall about 680,000 vehicles,
including: 2006-2010 Passat Sedan and Wagon
(German Production); 2012-2014 Eos;  2010-
2014 Golf; 2010-2014 Jetta SportWagen; 2012-
2014 Passat (U.S. Production); and 2009-2014
CC. Audi has targeted 170,000 models from

model years 2006-2013. They are among more
than 2.5 million German vehicles in a recall
announced in February. 

■SALES PLUNGE: VW saw January sales in the
United States fall 15 percent, a year-over-year
loss of 3,425 units. With barely more than
20,000 total sales, January sales fell to a 60-
month low. The free fall from the emissions scan-
dal has continued since November. 
■AUDI UP: Meanwhile, Audi continued to roll,
increasing its year-on-year global deliveries by 4
percent in January after last year’s record-break-
ing effort. Sales increased by 6 percent in
Europe. 

■GOLFS HONORED: The 2016 Golf, Golf GTI,
Golf R and Golf SportWagen four-door models
have earned a 5-star overall safety rating from
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion. These Golf family models join the Passat,
Jetta, Beetle coupe and their two-door brethren
as 2016 VW models that have an overall 5-Star
Rating.

■BUDD-E: VW’s BUDD-E concept earned
Engadget’s “Best Innovation Award” as part of
its “Best of CES Awards” at the CES, a global
consumer electronics and consumer technology
trade show in Las Vegas. The concept showcases
VW’s Modular Electric Toolkit platform, offering
a glimpse of next-generation e-mobility, connec-
tivity and infotainment innovations.
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■FROM THE ARCHIVES

■ MARCH/APRIL 2006: VW and Google recently
presented the future of vehicle navigation at the
2006 International Consumer Electronics Show in
Las Vegas, and it’s closer to virtual reality than ever
before. VW, Google and chip maker nVidia are work-
ing on an in-car navigation map system and display
that is three-dimensional and more real looking
than anything that’s available today.  
■ MARCH/APRIL 2006: The Passat has won the
“Best Family Car” trophy awarded by British auto-
mobile magazine What Car? The editorial staff
selected the Passat from among a total of five differ-
ent models, searching for the one car that combined
all the requisite family virtues. 

■ MARCH/APRIL 1996: VW has a new line of
diesels out for 1996, a power plant much-improved
over the previous engines that earned much positive
publicity and customer acceptance in the late ’70s
and early ’80s. VW says it expects that diesels will
make up 10 percent of the projected 140,000-unit
sales for 1996.  
■ MARCH/APRIL 1996: Production of the Cabrio
has been shifted to VW’s plant in Puebla, Mexico,
from Germany. U.S. dealers are expected to see
Mexican-built convertibles this spring. VW made
the switch to cut manufacturing costs of the car,
which lists at $19,975.   

■ MARCH/APRIL 1986: The 55 mph speed limit is
too slow, researchers at Northeastern University in
Boston found. Nearly 70 percent of the people sur-
veyed nationally want the speed limit raised. The
researchers found that 37 percent believe the limit

should be 65 mph or more. The study found that 31
percent wanted the 55 mph limit, 32 percent want-
ed a 60 mph limit and 29 percent wanted 65 mph.
The 55 mph limit was a provision of the federal
1974 Emergency Highway Energy Conservation Act
at a time of severe gasoline shortages. (Congress
repealed the law in 1995, fully returning speed
limit setting authority to the states.)    

■ MARCH 1976: American Motors plans to start
building VW/Audi engines in its Richmond, Ind.,
plant in 1977. The big question remaining: When is
VW going to start production of Rabbits in the
USA? Automotive News reports that VW of America
has ordered a feasibility study of potential automo-
tive production at a U.S. government-owned tank
manufacturing plant at Cleveland Hopkins Airport. 

■ MARCH/APRIL 1966: For sale: Vacation retreat.
One room. All steel exterior. Fiberglass insulation.
Louvered, screened windows with drapes. Wood-pan-
eled interior. Sleeps 2 adults, 2 children. Clothes
closet. Linen closet. 5 storage cabinets plus pantry.
dinette, icebox and water supply included. Price:
$2,644 complete. Open for inspection at your Volk-
swagen dealer. Have him show you through the
Campmobile.  

■ MARCH 1956: Get your “beetle” cleaned up and
ready to go! The first annual convention of the VW
Auto Club of U.S. will be held on Saturday and Sun-
day, April 28-29, at Mountain View Hotel, about four
miles east of Greensburg, Pa. The meeting place is a
handsome country hotel in the beautiful rolling hills
of western Pennsylvania. 

10 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO
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ave you sent in
your registra-
tion form for
the 61st annual

VWCA Convention in
Rockford, Ill., on July 8-
10? 
It may still seem a long

way off, but this is likely the
last reminder to do so before
the deadline on June 20.  You
can register online through the
Club Store on our website,
VWClub.org.  But be sure to
mail in a form so we know
where to send your acknowl-
edgement. And the deadline for
hotel reservations is even earli-
er — June 8 — so you’d better
do it now.
You’ll want to meet us on Fri-

day evening, July 8 at the
Machine Shed Restaurant,
7475 East State Street in Rock-
ford (just west of the I-90 exit)
for our pre-convention cruise-
in and casual welcoming din-
ner. This is a favorite location
for local car shows, so we want
to fill their lot with Volkswa-
gens! Please check this item on
the registration form so the
restaurant will be fully pre-

pared for us.
Our headquarters

hotel, the Holiday
Inn, is just across the
street, and Meeting
Room C, on the lower
level, will be the site of
our usual Saturday meet-

ings and award banquet and
will also serve as our hospi-
tality suite.
After the morning meet-

ings, we’ll depart from the
hotel for a cruise/rallye to test
your powers of observation
and navigational skills while
introducing you to some of
the more interesting sights
around Rockford. We promise
to get you back to the Holiday
Inn in time for the awards
banquet.
And a banquet it will be!

Choose from the Chicken
Vesuvio, savory Atlantic
Salmon or vegetarian Pesto
Primavera when filling out
your registration. All entrees
are served with fresh garden
salad with assorted dressings,
potato, vegetable, dinner rolls
and butter, and coffee or tea.
A Chicken Fingers banquet

■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com 

It’s time
to get
movin’
By SHELL TOMLIN

H
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meal is available for
children under age 10.
At the banquet we’ll

announce the winners
of the Eberle Best Local
Newsletter Award, the
Woodbury Dunn Safety
Award and the Wolfs-
burg Trophy for the
most active local chap-
ter. And we’ll also recog-
nize the member who
has attended the most
conventions, traveled
the longest distance to
the convention in a VW
and brought the oldest
Volkswagen to this
year’s event.
If you have an inter-

esting collection of VW
toys and memorabilia,
bring it to Rockford
and you may win a
prize! Available space is
just 2 by 2 feet per
entry, so bring only
your most fascinating
item(s). And if you have
an unusual or unique
VW-related item, bring
that along, too. We’ll
select the best one by
ballot at the banquet.
Note this on the regis-
tration form so we’ll
have a display space set
aside for you.
On Sunday, it’s a

short cruise down State Street to Alpine Park to
the Stateline Volksfolks’ Vintage Picnic. Remem-
ber, it’s not a “car show,” but a picnic where
everyone there happens to drive a Volkswagen!
Even if you don’t bring your Volkswagen, come
to the picnic and enjoy the camaraderie. You’ll
see lots of VWs, vie for some door prizes, tro-
phies and a drawing or two. Your registration
includes the entry of your VW in the show — er

“picnic,” and spectators are always welcome free.
Just be sure to bring a picnic lunch, ’cause
there’s no food vending allowed in the park.
By the time you read this, the deadlines are

drawing near, so be sure to get your registration
in promptly. Convention deadline is June 20, but
the hotel is busy that weekend and can only hold
our block of rooms until June 8.
Use the registration form in this issue or➤

!
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JOHN’S CAR CORNER
Over 40 years worth of hard-to-find VW parts at great 

savings for both water- and air-cooled vehicles. Questions,
advice on your VW (any year or model) FREE! John’s Car

Corner, Box 85, Westminster, Vermont 05158, 
(802) 722-3180. E-mail: johnscarcorner@gmail.com

CONVENTION
print it out from VWClub.org.
Click on the “Events” button
to get the form.
Keep watching VWClub.org

and facebook posts,
facebook.com/VWClubofAmeri-
ca, for the latest convention
information. See you in Rock-
ford! You’re in for a grand
time! VWCA

Hotel particulars
The headquarters hotel for the 2016 VWCA Convention is the Holiday
Inn, 7550 E. State St., Rockford, IL 61108; phone (815) 398-2200.
Mention the “VWCA Convention” to get our special rate of $99.95 per
night, plus tax, for one king bed or two queen beds. Check-in begins
at 4 p.m.; checkout is noon. Reservations must be made and guaran-
teed with a valid credit card no later than Wednesday, June 8, 2016.
Note that this is much earlier than the convention registration deadline.

What’s the diesel problem? 
I, for one, am not at all aggrieved by whatever

perceived governmental transgression Volkswa-
gen may have committed with regard to its TDI
predicament. 
My 2013 stick-shift Passat is my fifth diesel-

powered car, and compared to my 1974 Mer-
cedes-Benz 240D, my 1978 VW Rabbit and the
1980 MB 300D (all of which billowed dense black
clouds from their exhaust pipes), this is, without
a doubt, the most powerful and cleanest burning
vehicle of them all (with my 2003 VW Jetta a
close second). 
I couldn’t care less if it does not meet the arti-

ficially high standards mandated by the EPA
bureaucrats who have nothing else to do in order
to justify their high salaries. 
I purchased the Passat for its extraordinary

fuel efficiency (43-45 mpg), the efficiency, power
and durability of the turbo diesel engine and the
roominess and the excellent drivability of a Ger-
man engineered vehicle.

My 2003 Jetta had 206,578 miles on its odome-
ter when it finally was put out of commission in
December (by a leaking sunroof, which caused
massive interior mold intrusion) as it sat, for
months, unattended at the airport in Hilton
Head, S.C., that I fly in to. 
Emissions cleanliness has to rate somewhere

around No. 12 in the scale of my needs. And now
I have just been given a $1,000 “goodwill” pack-
age from VW to help compensate me for my prob-
lems. 
What problems? I have car that I am complete-

ly happy with. So far it has given me 70,000
problem-free and care-free miles. Further,
because of its extraordinary fuel mileage, I
believe that it will be worth much more in a
future sale because I live in a state that has no
emissions testing and, therefore, I will not have
to make a forced change to its computer set-
tings. 

Frank T. Caruso
West Palm Beach, Fla.

■ HOW TO REACH US: 
email: vwautoist@mindspring.com
regular mail: 621 E. Essex Ave., 
St. Louis, MO 63122 
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ofia
Coppo-
la’s
film,

“Lost in
Translation,”
depicts two
out-of-place
Americans in
Japan. It ends
with a whis-
per and a
kiss. The
Americans, Bob and Charlotte, reconciled by
magic words that we don’t hear. VW, in contrast,
sent its top German executive, Matthias Mueller,
to America anticipating that the right words and
actions would restore trust in a firm that
deceived regulators, dealers and consumers with
faux clean-diesel technology. Much at the North
American International Auto Show in Detroit in
January was lost in translation. In the end, this
VW story sounds like Coppola’s first feature film’s
title: “Virgin Suicides”—set in a Detroit suburb
tainted by Dutch elm disease. 
The prelude to CEO Mueller’s Detroit visit was

dissonant. One, VW is aware that its boastful slo-
gans didn’t translate well (Das Auto: That’s the
Power of German Engineering) and replaced them
with one word: Volkswagen. Second, on Jan. 4,
the U.S. Department of Justice filed suit against
VW seeking $48 billion in penalties. It accuses VW

of four
counts that
violate EPA
rules, includ-
ing tamper-
ing with
emissions
devices and
failure to
report viola-
tions. The
DOJ’s math
adds fines for

each non-compliant diesel vehicle (2.0-liter and
3.0-liter TDIs), as much as $37,500 per vehicle,
fines for each defeat device on these vehicles and
penalties up to $37,500 a day for each vehicle.
Yes, the clock is ticking. Each day VW doesn’t fix
its TDIs, it could rack up larger fines.
VW’s new German executive lineup (head

designer Klaus Bischoff was one carryover face)
arrived in the Detroit walking a fine line
between company boosterism (sales) and peni-
tence (sorry). Those expecting VW to clear the
air on its dirty diesels saw smog. While Mueller
said VW was close to a deal with American regu-
lators, talk about a new catalytic converter that
would make the grade went up in smoke, at least
metaphorically. Days later, both the EPA and Cal-
ifornia Air Resources Board officially nixed VW’s
plan submitted last November. 
VW might be headed toward solutions that

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

DETROIT AUTO SHOW

VW CEO DECLARES:

‘We
didn’t
lie.’
Cultural differences, language barrier cloud
Volkswagen’s emissions scandal | By Cliff Leppke

S

➤
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range from vehicle buybacks to reducing its ille-
gal nitrous oxide levels by employing selective
catalytic reduction emission systems on those
TDIs without them and then compensating own-
ers to pay for urea injection fluid. The fact that
VW didn’t put together a viable fix isn’t surpris-
ing; its carefully guarded talk neither promised a
quick resolution nor said it had enough time to
ensure a viable long-term recall plan that met a
variety of requirements. 

■GROUP NIGHT FAUX PAS: At VW’s Group
Night on the eve of the Detroit show, Mueller
took the stage. While his “presser” followed a
pre-released text, he embellished a few items.
And by the way, VW sold 9.93 million vehicles
last year—just so you know. But Mueller deviated
from that script during an interview with
National Public Radio. His words on NPR caused
a firestorm: the emissions problem was technical
rather than ethical; that VW didn’t lie. 
Here’s the exchange: 
NPR: You said this was a technical problem,

but the American people feel this is not a techni-
cal problem, this is an ethical problem that’s
deep inside the company. How do you change
that perception in the U.S.?
Mueller: Frankly spoken,

it was a technical problem.
We made a default, we had a
... not the right interpreta-
tion of the American law.
And we had some targets for
our technical engineers, and
they solved this problem and
reached targets with some
software solutions which
haven’t been compatible to
the American law. That is
the thing. And the other
question you mentioned — it
was an ethical problem? I
cannot understand why you
say that.
NPR: Because Volkswa-

gen, in the U.S., intentionally lied to EPA regula-
tors when they asked them about the problem
before it came to light.
Mueller: We didn’t lie. We didn’t understand

the question first. And then we worked since
2014 to solve the problem. And we did it togeth-
er and it was a default of VW that it needed such
a long time.
NPR later aired a follow-up quoting quoting an

apologetic Mueller. But his NPR interview illus-
trates why VW must deepen its understanding of
the U.S. Yep, that bit about misunderstanding is
in VW’s official Group Night press release. Sure
we’ve heard a similar line from VW before—from
the leadership team that brought us an Ameri-
can-built Passat to, say, its American-made Rab-
bit, you’d think the former top-selling import
brand would have a collective memory and insti-
tutional know-how. It doesn’t. 
After Mueller’s Detroit visit, he went to Wash-

ington. A day before that, the California Air
Resources Board torpedoed VW’s proposed pollu-
tion solution. The plan “was not complete” and
was “deficient for several reasons,” CARB chief
Richard Corey said. The EPA agrees. Volkswagen
AG Chief Mueller met with EPA administrator

Gina McCarthy for about an
hour.
Mueller pulled out from the

EPA courtyard in a black Audi
sedan and made no comment.
The company issued a short
statement acknowledging that
Mueller and VW brand chief
Herbert Diess met with
McCarthy. “Volkswagen will
continue to fully cooperate”
with regulators, said the com-
pany’s statement. The EPA’s
email: “We will continue to
work toward a solution.” 
Meanwhile in February,
VW’s poor understanding of
the National Highway Safe-
ty Administration’s sensitiv-

Head designer Klaus Bischoff walked a fine line
between company boosterism and penitence. 
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ities regarding potentially defec-
tive airbags came to light. We
learned that VW resisted recall-
ing Takata-made airbags.
VW/Audi’s letter to the NHTSA
argues that Takata’s German-
made inflators were not implicat-
ed in the deadly metal-spewing
products Takata produced in the
U.S. and Mexico. 
Eventually, VW capitulated. It’s

recalling various VW and Audi
cars built between 2006 and
2014. Driver airbag inflators that
don’t have desiccant in them will
be replaced. In addition, Conti-
nental Corp’s airbags were found
to be defective due to corroding
electronic control units, affecting
5 million automobiles globally,
with models dating to 2006. Its
airbags either don’t deploy or
activate when they shouldn’t.
VW’s Routan is affected by this
recall. 
Thus, VW didn’t start 2016 on a

positive note. Auto writer Jean
Lindamood Jennings told the
AUTOIST that her TDI SportWagen
is a wonderful car. But why, she
laments, did VW wreck diesels for
everyone, including the vendors
who make diesel system compo-
nents? In fact, months after VW’s
misdeeds made splashy headlines,
nearly everything that has fol-
lowed has only further sullied the
brand’s reputation.
In Europe, VW commenced

recalling TDIs. The Amarok 2.0-
liter Euro 5 truck was first; the
Passat is second. Later, versions
with smaller displacement TDIs
will receive a software update
and/or a flow transformer. In the
U.S., VW/Audi agreed that its 3.0-
liter TDI has an illegal defeat
device and proposes to rectify that

with a software update that should-
n’t affect engine performance.
At Group Night, your corre-

spondent chatted with several VW
insiders. One topic: why VW flubs
diesel crisis opportunities. A pos-
sibility: important cultural differ-
ences. The AUTOIST then asked
German language instructor
Theresa Adrian for her take.
While she wouldn’t comment on
Mueller’s snafu, she says Ger-
mans have a different attitude
about shaming, have a political
system that requires consensus
(elections are not a zero sum
game, for example), and hold
alternative notions of privacy and
cooperation. 
Even how you talk to someone

in German requires language
that rigidly recognizes a form of
hierarchy and distinguishes
whether someone is inside or out-
side of a group. “Americans,” she
says, “might be shocked by some
German managerial styles.” 
Therefore it’s highly likely that

various American state attorneys
general might interpret VW as
uncooperative or arrogant, when
under German law or custom VW’s
management thinks it is compliant. 
Probing what VW’s manage-

ment thought represented the
key component of Mueller’s
Group Night speech proved vex-
ing: “He said what he said,” was
management’s terse analysis. 
On a brighter note, VW is forg-

ing ahead with its American-
made midsize crossover. It’s not a
clone of the 2013 CrossBlue con-
cept. And my Group Night decaf
cappuccino was richly topped
with a cocoa-powder VW logo—
the handiwork of Elliot Lewkow,
aka the Cappuccino Man. VWCA

Part of NPR’s follow-up
conversation with VW
CEO Matthias Mueller:

Mueller: I have to apologize for
yesterday evening because the
situation was a little bit difficult
for me to handle in front of all
these colleagues of yours and
everybody shouting. OK. Thank
you very much for coming again
and giving me the opportunity to
say some words.
NPR: When we talked yesterday,
the key line seemed to be that
this was a technical error. Which
sounds to us in English, like,
“Oops.” When it wasn’t an oops.
It was more than a technical
error. It seemed to be intentional.
Mueller: Yeah, the situation is,
first of all we fully accept the vio-
lation. There is no doubt about it.
Second, we have to apologize on
behalf of Volkswagen for that situ-
ation we have created in front of
customers, in front of dealers and,
of course, to the authorities. ...
NPR: People feel lied to, they
feel like they’ve been had and all
those things. There seems to be
a difficulty in fixing that problem.
How do you fix that problem? ...
Mueller: We have to accept that
the problem was not created
three months ago. It was creat-
ed, let me say, 10 years ago. ...
We had the wrong reaction when
we got information year by year
from the EPA and from the (Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board). ...
We have to apologize for that,
and we’ll do our utmost to do
things right for the future. ...

View the expanded NPR  inter-
view at http://n.pr/1K9W30x
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BY CLIFF LEPPKE

he all-new, forthcoming
redesigned Tiguan made
its stateside debut at the
North American Interna-

tional Auto Show in the form of
the Tiguan GTE Active Concept:
a gas-electric hybrid designed to
demonstrate how well-suited a
hybrid Tiguan can be for off-road
use. American enthusiasts and
dealers are eager to see the all-
new Tiguan when it arrives as a 2017 model
with an extended wheelbase and an optional
third row of seating. No announcement has been
made as to whether we’ll see the standard wheel-
base model on which the GTE Active Concept is

based.
A common complaint about

the compact SUV segment is
that many of the vehicles are not
as well suited for off-road use as
their appearance suggests. One
look at the GTE Active Concept’s
specifications proves Volkswa-
gen is looking to change this
perception with this concept
while showing that electric

hybrid technology is also well-suited for off-road
use.
At first glance, it’s pretty clear that the GTE

Active Concept lives up to its name. Large,
245/70 16-inch tires feature an aggressive tread

■ Tom Janiszewski | volkstom@sbcglobal.net

TIGUAN GTE ACTIVE CONCEPT

HYBRID
Multiple driving 

programs and beefed
up off-road capability
are highlighted

BY TOM JANISZEWSKI

T

HANDS-ON 
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pattern. While the
exterior styling of
the Tiguan GTE
Active Concept is
much like that of
the forthcoming
Tiguan, numerous
enhancements were
made to increase
the Tiguan’s off-
road capabilities.
The eye-catching
Dragon Red Metal-
lic paint is comple-
mented with matte
aluminum protective elements and “Dark
Graphite” bumpers, roof panel, rocker panels and
wheel arch extensions (which are unique to this
show car). Ground clearance is increased by
almost 2 inches compared to the upcoming pro-
duction model. Redesigned front and rear lower
valences increased the approach and departure
angles from 25.6 to 26.1 degrees in front and
from 24.7 to 29.9 degrees at the rear. The maxi-
mum ramp angle for overcoming large bumps
increased from 20 to 24.7 degrees.
A protective matte aluminum skid plate was

added up front and is designed to be easily
replaced if needed after extreme off-road driving.
The plate adds an aggressive touch along with
the front bumper, which is covered in a durable
polymer to resist damage. This matte aluminum
is used again for panels along the lower edges of
the rocker trim panels and again with a rear skid
plate under the rear bumper.
Large tow hooks are incorporated into the

front grille, and the Tiguan GTE Active Con-
cept’s front lighting is consistent with Volkswa-
gen’s signature lighting design for all of its plug-
in hybrid and electric
vehicles: C-shaped
LED daytime running
lights along with LED
headlights. Additional
lighting for off-road
use is neatly contained
within twin rooftop
LED spotlights framed

in matte aluminum.
The GTE Active Concept doesn’t simply look as

though it’s made for off-road use. The drivetrain
is specially suited to go off-road. In addition to
the 148-horsepower TSI engine up front, each
axle has its own electric motor — 54 hp at the
front wheels, 114 hp at the rear resulting in a
combined total of 221 hp. A 6-speed DSG trans-
mission specially designed for hybrid use shares
its case with the front axle’s electric motor.
Under normal driving conditions with a full
charge on the 12.4 kWh lithium-ion battery, the
vehicle runs by default as a zero-emissions car
for the first 20 miles using only the rear electric
motor. The front wheels engage in a fraction of a
second should the rear wheels begin to slip, or if
the driver selects 4MOTION Active Control all
while the TSI is shut off. In this E-mode, the car
has a top speed of 70 mph.
When the battery no longer has a sufficient

charge, the TSI engine starts and seamlessly
engages. The front axle’s electric motor serves as
a generator to power the rear wheels. Depending
on the battery’s charge, the car will automatical-

ly use the TSI engine
and/or the electric
motors for optimum
efficiency.
Within the center

console of the GTE
Active Concept, a
rotary/push-button
switch allows the➤
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TIGUAN
driver to select one of six driving
programs with five subcategories:
On road (Comfort or Eco), Offroad
(Rocks, Sludge and Sand, or Grav-
el), Sport, Snow, Charge (battery is
charged while driving) and Battery
Hold (maintains a constant battery
charge). Turn the switch to the left
to choose On-road, Sport, Snow,
Charge or Battery Hold programs.
A turn to the right locates the off-
road programs.
The driver can also select GTE

mode — something unique to
plug-in hybrid VWs. When select-
ed, the transmission, accelerator
pedal, engine mapping and steer-
ing switch into sport mode. The
gasoline engine and two electric
motors work in concert to generate the car’s full
221 horsepower with a top speed of 120 mph and
a 0-60 mph time of 6.4 seconds.
Like other VW hybrids, the GTE Active Con-

cept employs a coasting function wherein the
engine and all motors shut off when the driver
takes his foot off of the accelerator pedal if the
battery charge is sufficient to do so. If not, the
regenerative braking feature is used to charge
the battery using the twin electric motors as
generators during breaking while the TSI engine
is shut down. 
As concept cars go, the interior of the GTE

Active Concept appears very much like it could
be a production interior. Perhaps a nod to exteri-
or colors and materials appearing inside classic
Baja Beetles, the interior designers incorporated
Dragon Red, matte aluminum and gray accents
throughout the interior of the GTE Active Con-
cept. Matte aluminum trim is found on the door
and dash panels. Air vents are framed in Dragon
Red highlights, and red accents are found on the
steering wheel and seat trim.
The seats are unique to this car and are fin-

ished in two-tone Nappa leather. I’m not sure
how practical the light gray seating surfaces

would be in muddy off-road situations, but it
contrasts nicely with the darker shade of gray
used in the side panels of the seats, door panels
and dash.
A large 9.2-inch high-res touchscreen domi-

nates the center of the dashboard. The large
touchscreen can be operated via gesture control,
and allows the driver choose what’s displayed,
much like the smaller screens in many current
models. Song info, phone contact details, naviga-
tion map and (via Car-Net App-Connect) smart-
phone apps for Mirror Link, Android Auto or
Apple CarPlay round out the options available in
some models now. Special instruments like a
compass, steering angle and altitude indicator
can be selected for use when in off-road mode.
As is the case with any concept car, the first

question that comes to mind is whether we’ll
ever see a production version. Volkswagen execu-
tives stated during the press conference that
many of the technologies seen in the GTE Active
Concept are already slated for production. Con-
sidering the continued popularity of the small
SUV segment and the newfound push toward
gasoline-electric hybrids, I’d say the odds are in
its favor. VWCA
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■ Fred Ortlip | vwautoist@mindspring.com 

ugust 2014 marked the 30th anniver-
sary of the last Volkswagen Rabbit being
sold in the United States, and the
woman who bought it has fond memo-
ries of the white, two-door Wolfsburg

Edition L model, which she drove for 11 years.  
Elaine Choate of Seekonk, Mass., was 22 years

old when she picked up the Rabbit at Scott
Motors in nearby East Providence, R.I. She went
in mostly oblivious to the news that she was
about to gain her 15 minutes of national fame
just for buying a car. 

She had owned a diesel Rabbit she bought four
years earlier when the gas shortages in the late
’70s left motorists frustrated by long lines and
uncertainty. She liked the diesel except for its dif-
ficulty in starting in the winter cold.  
“I wanted to get out of the diesel,” she told a

reporter in 1984. “I looked at every kind of car
around. I finally went back to Scott Motors and
saw the white Rabbit.” But it wasn’t until her
father noticed a newspaper photo taped to the
car’s window noting this was the last model that
she realized its significance.  

Three decades ago, a 
22-year-old Massachusetts
woman bought the final 
VW model to roll off the 
Westmoreland line

BY FRED ORTLIP

A
In a copy of this newspaper photo, Elaine Choate checks out her new
1984 Wolfsburg Edition Rabbit in August 1984 at Scott Motors in East
Providence, R.I. Pointing out the features is general manager Jim White. 

THE LAST

RABBIT

➤
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“But I didn’t buy it
because of that,” she said
then. “I was happy with my
old Volkswagen, and I
decided to stick with it.”  
The special 1984 Wolfs-

burg Edition model stick-
ered at $6,996 plus an addi-
tional $335 for fuel injec-
tion/5-speed manual trans-
mission and a $300 destina-
tion charge. Standard on
the Wolfsburg Edition that
year was Cashmere White
Paint, Midnight Blue Cloth
Upholstery, AM/FM stereo
cassette radio, sunroof with
air deflector, full wheel cov-
ers and front spoiler. The
EPA’s fuel economy estimate
for the 1.7-liter model was
listed at 31 mpg. The car’s
sticker projected an annual
fuel cost of $606 based on
15,000 miles per year at

A copy of the photo of the final Rabbit coming off the assembly line with a handwritten heads-up that Scott Motors
attached to the last U.S.-built Rabbit. 

Copy of a newspaper photo showing Elaine Choate getting the keys to her new
Rabbit. From left are William Scott, owner and president of Scott Motors; Jim
Walsh, representing VW of America; and Jim White, general manager of Scott
Motors. 

RABBIT



VW Autoist l 17

$1.25 a gallon. 
On June 15, 1984, the 894,527th and final

U.S.-built Rabbit rolled off the assembly line at
VW’s Westmoreland assembly plant in East Stan-
ton, Pa., and was trucked 500 miles eastward
into history. VW became the first foreign manu-
facturer to gain a foothold in the United States
in 1978, so the Rabbit, introduced worldwide as
the Golf in 1974, was greeted with great fanfare.  
But as Japanese automakers gained market

share, sales of the Rabbit lagged, and the
replacement Golf model struggled as well. VW
shuttered the plant in 1988.  
Jim White, then general manager at Scott

Motors, said at the time that he was stunned he
was getting the milestone car as part of his regu-
lar VW allocation. “I guess I’m just lucky,” he
told a reporter. “It’s a nice looking automobile,
too.”  
Choate told a reporter shortly after she bought

the car: “So far it’s running well. It has a lot of
pickup and it’s so quiet compared to the diesel.”
Choate saved for a year to buy the car, and she

said it was a birthday present to herself. When
she picked up the car in late August that year,
Scott Motors supplied her with numerous arti-
cles about her car. 
“I’m taking everything they gave me and I’m

putting it
into a
scrapbook,”
she said
then.
“When I’m
ready to
sell the car,
the buyer
will believe
me.” She
still has the
scrapbook
today. “It’s
not every
day you see
your name
in
newsprint,”
she said.  

She owned the car until 1995, when she
bought a 1995 Honda Accord Wagon. In 2013,
she gave that car to her oldest son and bought a
2010 Accord.  
“I would have kept the VW longer but in 1993,

I adopted my first son from Paraguay,” Choate
told the AUTOIST. “The VW was a two-door vehi-
cle, which made getting him in and out of his car
seat a challenge. If not for that one issue, there’s
a great chance I’d still own the Rabbit. I never
had a problem with it. It ran great, and I kept up
with regular maintenance and in general it was a
memorable vehicle.”  
She maintains a VW connection though. Her

father, Dudley Choate, still owns his aunt’s 1963
Beetle. “He treats it like his baby and only takes
it out on sunny days on clean roads,” Choate
said.  
After adopting her son while she owned the

Rabbit, she since adopted a girl from Paraguay
and a boy from Guatemala. The children are Con-
nor, now 23, Elizabeth, 20, and Adam, 19. 
Choate works as a special education aide at a

local elementary school. The 30th anniversary of
her historic purchase passed quietly. VWCA

Dudley Choate, Elaine Choate’s father, poses last year
with the 1963 Beetle once owned by his aunt. 

Elaine Choate poses with her adopted
children, from left, Adam, Elizabeth and
Connor in 2014. 



VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, INC., 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700
RICHMOND: BROWN'S VW, 10501 MIDLOTHIAN PIKE, 804-379-
7283
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6520 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-4830

WASHINGTON
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-5280,
P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, INC., 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-
5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322,

P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
WEST VIRGINIA

PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS, INC., 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-5451
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. SW,
304-744-1561
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E., 304-242-7313, AC

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: KEN VANCE VW-AUDI, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-830-
1111
LACROSSE: BOB BURG VW, 700 MONITOR ST., 608-782-8808, P-10
A-15 L-10
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON RD.,
608-241-5201
MILWAUKEE: CONCOURS INC, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING DR., 414-
290-1400, P-10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
QUEBEC:: VW LAURENTIDES, 85. JOHN F. KENNEDY, ST. JEROME, 450-

438-4101, AC

ALABAMA
IRONDALE: TOM WILLIAMS AUDI, 3001 TOM WILLIAMS WAY, 205-397-
2700, P-10 A-15 L-10

CALIFORNIA
CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-2888, P-
15 A-15 L-10
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VOLKSWAGEN, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-
405-2650, P-20 A-20 L-10
WEST COVINA: AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE. S., 626-384-3400

CONNECTICUT
DANBURY: DANBURY VOLKSWAGEN, 29 SUGAR HOLLOW RD., 203-
744-5201

FLORIDA
SARASOTA: SUNCOAST VOLKSWAGEN, 5005 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL, 941-
923-1700, P-10 AC

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them
whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy
you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership
cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it
might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB

AUDI DEALERSVW DEALERS
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IDAHO
BOISE: BOISE VOLKSWAGEN, 8400 W. FRANKLIN RD., 208-377-5400

INDIANA
BLOOMINGTON: ROYAL VW OF BLOOMINGTON, 3333 E. THIRD ST., 812-
332-9251
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 2912 E. MAIN ST., 765-448-4582
MERRILLVILLE: TEAM VOLKSWAGEN, 3990 E. LINCOLN HWY., 888-805-
3689, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

MAINE
BANGOR: DARLING'S INC., 403 HOGAN RD., 207-941-1330

MICHIGAN
MUSKEGON: MY AUTO IMPORT CENTER, 1860 E. STERNBERG RD., 231-
799-2886

NEW YORK
LATHAM: LANGAN AUDI EAST, 723 NEW LOUDON ROAD, 518-783-5003

OHIO
DUBLIN: MIDWESTERN AUTO GROUP, 6335 PERIMETER LOOP RD., 614-
717-4843

PENNSYLVANIA
STATE COLLEGE: AUDI STATE COLLEGE, 3220 W. COLLEGE AVE., 814-
237-0368

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VOLKSWAGEN, INC., 2200 IOWA ST., 360-
734-5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-
634-3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

CANADA
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM, 905-
513-8820, P-15 A-15 L-15

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-778-
9305, P-10, VW AUTHORIZED SERVICE POINT 

CALIFORNIA
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AVE., 805-
964-6554, www.topshopautosb.com, P-15 AC, VW REPAIR SERVICE

CONNECTICUT
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUSTOM
DRIVE, 860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, VINTAGE REPAIR

ILLINOIS
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI RD.,
708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION, AIR- &

WATER-COOLED
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, P-10 A-10 AC, PARTS 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783, A-10
AC, EUROPEAN REPAIR SHOP
MARTINSVILLE: BRIAN'S OFF ROAD SHOP, 2600 OLD STATE RD. 37 SOUTH,
765-349-9816, AC, RESTORATION SHOP

KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-3511,
www.importdoktor.com, AC, IMPORT SERVICE & BODY SHOP

MICHIGAN
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 248-681-
8081, www.munks.com, AC, BOSCH SERVICE CENTER

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, AC, DUNE BUGGIES

NEW YORK
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS INC, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 315-
789-9368, P-5 L-5, VW & AUDI SERVICE

RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 401-
789-7720, P-5 A-5 AC

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS
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■ Richard G. VanTreuren | rgvant@juno.com

■BY RICHARD G. VAN TREUREN

Revisiting a truck strategy   
Our last AUTOIST cover illustrated VW’s situa-

tion quite graphically — and as of this writ-
ing we still have no firm announcement of where
the company is going in America, post-diesel
scandal. Surely, none of us would do any better
with this added burden, as if balancing the con-
flicting goals of meeting increasingly complex
regulations and staying competitive in the face
of the fickle and change-in-an-Internet-instant
consumer had been any picnic to start with.
When the government finally approves the VW
diesel fix, it won't be accepted by all. It may be
time for a different approach.
When VW first announced it was going to build

cars in Tennessee, some of us assumed the com-
pany would be supplementing the then-current
sales line with new models. Instead, building
essentially the same Passat already offered obvi-
ously worked — a solid car at a reasonable price,
styled like other autos in its class. This wisely
avoided the 1979 strategy of styling the Ameri-
can-made Rabbit noticeably dif-
ferent from its European stable-
mates sold alongside. The cheap-
er-looking North American con-
tent was part of the chain that
led to the Pennsylvania plant
closing. 
As Cliff Leppke verified in the

past issue, the Tennessee plant is
gearing up to also produce an
SUV. Past performance suggests
this will be the new, more masculine-looking
Tiguan now on sale in Europe. Or, will VW step
out of line and offer an intermediate SportUte

similar to the Audi middle model, larger than
Tiguan but still substantially cheaper than the
Phaeton-like price tag Touareg? The answer may
be known by the time you read this. 
Because there has been no official mention of

the new SUV being anything like the Cross Blue
prototype shown years ago, and such a radical
innovation would seem to be outside VWoA’s
comfort zone, Cross Blue might wait until others
beat VW to that punch. This writer believes that
recovery from the scandal requires thinking out-
side the box — perhaps two whole steps outside
the company’s comfort circle. 
Here’s hoping at least one good thing could

come out of the scandal: With all the firings,
retirements and organizational adjustments in
Wolfsburg, the person or persons who have
steadfastly held VWoA out of the truck market
might have found a new job. Finally — the last
(Rabbit) Pickup having been sold in 1983 —
American dealers could have some open-bodies
vehicle to offer in this, the truck sales capital in
the world.

To start with, let’s
have the already-popu-
lar Amarok that is sell-
ing well most every-
where but here. During
our recent Panama
Canal-based cruise, we
saw one or two in
almost every country
visited. 
The cute dark number

pictured at left was on the main tourist street on
Aruba. A number of similar crew-cab trucks are
sold there, but the VW seems to be making a
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good introduction.

The silver beauty above was captured just out-
side the old city wall in Cartagena, Colombia. In
several of these ports the Toyota Hi-Lux, long
gone in the U.S., was offered in similar size and
trim. 
Next,

remember the
Fastback-
Squareback-
Notchback,
VW’s three-
box, same-
engine, differ-
ent-body style?
Already in the
inventory is
the Caddy,
above in white, seen in earlier issues of this col-
umn. Though this one is the older body style
spotted in Mexico, and is badged “VAN,” its her-
itage dates back to the Rabbit Pickup. 

At left, we
see the
open-backed
variant-
badged
Saveiro like
the ones
we’d seen
earlier in
South Amer-
ica. Note its
accessory
roof rack,

window cage and bay tie-downs. 
This white number in standard trim is cute as

a button. Obviously based on the Golf, which is

also offered as a
wagon and
notchback here,
one can think of
little excuse why
this variant can’t
be offered by U.S.
dealers. 
Here’s another

view of the
fancier one we
spotted parked
Cabo San Lucas. 
So there you

have it, VW —
two chances to
re-enter the U.S.
truck market and bounce back from the badly
handled diesel fiasco. Whadya say?

■REVISITING COMPATIBILITY: When VWCA
members were invited to the rollout ceremonies
of the first U.S.-built Rabbit in 1978, they were
politely but firmly told not to take photos. Near
the top of
the list of
reasons: the
still-secret
Rabbit Pick-
up, exam-
ples of
which were
around the
Westmore-
land plant.
This writer first heard about the pickup in a
National Enquirer or similar newspaper, and it
seemed to make perfect sense. Same powertrain,
many compatible parts but a unique body style.
In 1980, VW’s single engineering investment
allowed offerings in notchback sedan (Jetta),
hatchback (Rabbit) and convertible (later called
Cabrio). Of course, there would have been a
wagon version had not the older inline engine
Dasher (Passat) been hanging on in its own fami-
ly of cars. 
Maybe it’s time for this type of thinking

again. VWCA



24 l VW Autoist

Chillin’ over the holidays 
We’ve always said that participation in local

chapter activities is a huge part of “enjoying
your VW to the fullest.” It is the purpose of this
column, therefore, to highlight these events and
activities, give the planners and organizers a lit-
tle recognition for their efforts and perhaps
inspire other chapters to try some of the unique
and fun ways we enjoy our VWs.
Here’s a look at what some of the locals are up

to: 
Badger Beetles AutoFun Club, Milwaukee:

This hardy group, situated in the snow belt, does
not let a little cold weather inhibit their activi-
ties. Taking in a performance of “A Christmas
Carol” at a local theater, fol-
lowed by a cruise to view
Christmas lights. Then a din-
ner at Michael’s Italian
Restaurant in Waukesha
rounded out their holiday cel-
ebration. Their annual Super
Bowl party was more low-key
than normal with the Packers
falling short in the playoffs.
Central Florida VW Club,

Orlando: This diesel-oriented
group pondered VW’s emis-
sions crisis at great length.
Their regular meeting loca-
tion has been moved to the
Mellow Mushroom Restaurant
in Sanford, a venue that includes a large parking
lot for impromptu car shows and greater cama-
raderie.
Northeast Illinois Volkswagen Association,

Lisle, Ill.: January is the month when the NIVA
folks take their racing seriously — indoors at a

nearby slot car track (pictured). The competition
was fierce, and several of types of races tested
everyone’s skills. This annual event always draws
a large following, combined, of course, with a
dinner at a local restaurant.
Stateline Volks Folks, Rockford, Ill.: This

group kicked off the new year with a dinner at
the Olympic Tavern, joining forces with the near-
by VaporDubs Club. About 40 members of the two
clubs enjoyed an evening of food and fellowship.

■DID YOU KNOW?: Local chapters compete for
annual awards presented at each year’s conven-
tion? The Eberle Newsletter Trophy is given to
the chapter with the best local newsletter; the
Woodbury Dunn Trophy goes to the chapter with

the best safety program; and
the coveted Wolfsburg Trophy
is won by the most active
local chapter. If you belong to
a local club, be sure you are
participating in all these con-
tests and help fill out and
submit the forms. For infor-
mation about entering, con-
tact us at vwclub@aol.com.
Finally, this column is in

need of a member to compile
the activities of our local
chapters and send them
bimonthly to the AUTOIST edi-
tor. You’ll find it fun to learn
about the clever and innova-

tive events developed by our local chapters and
share them with other members. If you’re the
one, contact VWCA at vwclub@aol.com or directly
to the AUTOIST editor at
vwautoist@mindspring.com. We’re waiting to
hear from you! VWCA
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DRIVER’S SEAT ■ FROM PAGE 3

Diess discussed the
award-winning Budd-e
concept vehicle that
wowed crowds at the Con-
sumer Electronics Show.
This electric vehicle’s
range is 233 miles and
evokes in miniature
(roughly Kia Soul, Scion
xB size) a VW bus-like
idea. It’s the first example
of VW’s future electric-
vehicle specific platform
and is slated for produc-
tion in 2020. It reminds
one of a micro Stout
Scarab—a rare 1930s
streamlined people mover. 
No. It will not replace

the Microbus. But VW
could have stolen the show
if it had said a gas version would arrive next
year. It also could have generated a storm if an
American-bound Amarok suddenly appeared. 
To prove VW’s commitment to the USA, Horn

returned to the
stage. After a video
presentation that
delved into VW’s air-
cooled American
heyday (many
clicked their cam-
eras like mad to cap-
ture that moment),
Horn introduced
VW’s plug-in hybrid
Tiguan GTE with
two electric motors
and one 1.4-liter
turbocharged gas
engine. With at least
nine inches of
ground clearance, it
looks off-road capa-
ble.

I asked Mark Gillies, VW’s product and tech-
nology communications manager, whether hot-
selling compact crossovers more were sold in the
USA than compact sedans last year and has VW
thought about selling the smaller new Euro
Tiguan here. The current Tiguan is a VW success
story right now; it’s one of the few VW models
that posts double-digit year-over-year sales
increases. 
Gillies said the current Tiguan’s sales surge

proves that this vehicle segment is hot. The GTE,
which represents the second-generation Tiguan,
is crisp and handsome. After its premiere in
Detroit, Diess and Horn posed for photographers
with the electrified Tiguan — designer Klaus
Bischoff nearby. Unlike previous years, there
wasn’t a large lineup of executives flanking the
show vehicle, posing with the car’s VW badges or
other exuberant displays of corporate pride. 
VW and Audi scheduled their press conferences

back-to-back. It was difficult, nay, impossible to
cover both events. So I joined our Tom
Janiszewski at VW’s presser. That meant missing
Audi’s miniature Lunar Quattro trek over a

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST
contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
leppke.cliff@gmail.com. 

VW’s Budd-e concept
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moonscape with astronaut Gene Cernan, the last
man to walk on the moon, as celebrity guest. 
Perhaps this lunar shot deflected attention

from Audi’s earthly diesel woes. Nonetheless, the
interlocking-circle brand trotted out the new
production-ready A4/A4 allroad and the h-tron
Quattro fuel-cell concept vehicle. The latter
nabbed the Eyes on Design concept truck award.
I snatched an Audi Cafe cappuccino an hour
prior to Audi’s press conference — frothed bliss.
And Audi’s product communication manager,
Amelia Fine-Morrison, says hello. She takes over

Brad Stertz’s role; he’s
moved up the corporate lad-
der. 
In fact, coffee bars have

replaced tchotchkes or elabo-
rate printed press kits with
model cars, key fobs and
other goodies as post-press
conference attractions. The
coffee’s fine but lame press
kits aren’t. Those mementos
and their tote bags are better
keepsakes than directions to
the firm’s website, some
requiring the latest computer
software.   

■ELSEWHERE IN
DETROIT: While the auto biz
sold a boatload of cars last

year, and the Big Three negotiated union deals
that favor moving car production from the USA
to Mexico in favor of assembling light trucks
here, the North American International Auto
Show’s overall mood was tempered—no high
jinks like trucks crashing through windows.
And surprisingly, several coupes or coupe-like
concept or production vehicles dazzled with dar-
ingly low-to-the-road stances.
Strolling around the displays: 
VW: This year VW reduced the theatrics—no

dancers, singers or drummers, and introduced a
plug-in hybrid Tiguan GTE. While that’s the
vehicle that rolled out onto the turntable, much
of VW’s product talk centered on larger
crossovers. Nonetheless, the GTE’s crisp lines
and sumptuous adaptable gesture-control high-
tech interior say expensive. 
Golf R Touch: I sampled this one. VW reps Dan

and Phil took me on a tour of its gesture-con-
trolled interior (touchless) in front of the Detroit
audience. You need a quick hand to summon the
elves that roll back the sunroof, change the
tunes or turn on the headlamps—a curious affec-
tation, as one can get automatic headlamps these
days. While trying to wave my way toward a
brighter future, I tripped the motion control mir-
rors when activating the headlights. 

TOP: Audi’s h-tron fuel-cell concept vehicle. ABOVE:
The A4 allroad. 
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In contrast, the climate controls
were large flat buttons with
pleasant haptic clicks. 
Adding to VW’s press confer-

ence video throwback to its her-
itage, VW displayed the Dune and
Jeans Beetles. These special edi-
tions capture press attention and
provide unpaid media coverage,
but one dealer rep told me that
they’re not interested in stocking
these cars. This dealer let another
take its allocation.
Audi: the h-tron concept sports

clean lines—classy. The new A4—
Audi’s popular sedan—got its first
stateside viewing with a nifty-
not-us A4 allroad (wagon). Tempt-
ing. Audi continues its reputation
for refined shapes and keen
details, but I suspect many will
wonder whether the new model is
indeed new. Look underneath an
A4 and you’ll find additional sus-
pension arms. The h-tron nabbed
the Eyes on Design prize for
trucks. The production Q7 (pre-
miered in Detroit last year) has
aluminum body cladding and is
smaller and lighter than the out-
going model. It is car-like. Its
interior is still top tier but Volvo’s
XC90 shows that there’s an
arresting alternative.
Chrysler Pacifica: FCA retooled

its Town and Country/Dodge Car-
avan with sleeker lines and higher quality trim-
mings. Along the way, they added a vacuum
cleaner and improved Stow ’n Go seating, and a
hybrid model is also in the mix. Plus, they
renamed it Pacifica, a moniker previously used
for a less-than-stellar selling crossover derived
from Mercedes bits. The Pacifica blends van and
crossover trends, breathing new life into the
minivan segment. Only Chrysler will sell this

minivan; no VW
Routan or Dodge ver-
sion is planned.
Press kits: Xler

offered the biggest
and most elaborate
“media material.”
Inside a silver travel
case is a board game.
The goal: extolling its
virtues by “driving”
four tiny Pacificas to a
family reunion in
Michigan. While that
excursion doesn’t
include a pit stop in
Flint, it does depict
the state’s infamous

U-turn. FCA’s Angela Bianchi says the Pacifica
game is Michigan themed because it’s the firm’s
base. 
In contrast, carmaker info were press kits on

sticks or USB jump drives. GM and Hyundai pre-
sented their materials on custom-shaped or con-
figured USB trinkets, whereas others were on
now run-of-the-mill flip devices. Mercedes and
FCA also supplied printed materials—Mercedes in

TOP: The Golf R Touch has a gesture-con-
trolled interior. ABOVE: VW’s new jeans-style
seating. 
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its big-black bag and a glossy brochure for Alfa. 
Kia’s was playful. Just before the firm’s press-

er, Kia served mixed drinks that included a clear-
plastic “ice cube” with bright-white light. This
foreshadowed the press kit’s acrylic cube-like
USB drive with Telluride etched inside of the see-
thru cube. Telluride is a light-truck people mover
concept. Expect Kia to produce this machine. It
might replace its defunct Borrego SUV. 
BMW drew a lot of “achtung baby” with its M2.

BMW’s tidiest sports coupe evokes the legendary
2002tii turbo; it’s the only model sold here that’s
close to subcompact size. The price and perform-
ance, however, far surpass the famous 2002.  
Kia: Telluride, another space mobile concept,

was served with much hype. Just to be sure, Kia
also displayed its revamped Forte.
Honda: Face it. Honda’s Ridgeline wasn’t a

major hit. That hasn’t stopped Honda from tak-
ing another stab. This time the recipe is the
same—use a minivan/crossover platform rather
than a separate body on frame. Unlike the old
one, this one has a faux separation between the
cab and bed. While the under-bed stowage might
be cool, the overall bed height seems far to high
and the sills too low to be taken seriously as a
pickup truck. Come to think of it, VW’s trans-
porter had a similar problem. Something more
like a VW van with ramp-side entrance would
shake things up.
The new Civic took home the North American

Car of the Year. Judges tell me it won by a small
margin. Shortly after winning this prize, Honda
issued a stop-sale on 2.0-liter Civics due to
engine defects.
Hyundai: This presser sounded German; at

least two key Hyundai representatives have Ger-
man backgrounds. One spoke. The big news is
luxury. Its Genesis is no longer a model but a
separate brand. It will ape Toyota’s Lexus or Nis-
san’s Infiniti with brand-specific showrooms.
That’s the goal. For starters, the Equus flagship
is now the new G90 and the Genesis sedan
becomes the new G80.
Ford: TV host Ryan Seacrest did a scripted

interview of Bill Ford and Mark Fields. They
talked about the Fords in your future with hints
and car owning sharing trials, self-driving cars

and more. The F-Series Raptor and the refreshed
Fusion rolled into the theater. 
Chevy: A new Cruze compact will shake up the

segment when it hatches its Euro-themed C-size
hatchback in the USA. GM sees a bright future in
the Americas for compact hatchbacks and is
eager to get its slice of that pie. 
Mercedes: Lots to show; the E Class is new.
Lincoln: The overhauled MKS is the Continen-

tal with chrome trim and innocuous shape with a
large grille sporting gun sights. While it moves
Lincoln’s shape further away from the Taurus on
which it is based, it’s not in the same league as
many other luxury cars. Its auto opening and
closing side doors are cool. One wonders when
Ford will let Lincoln have its own platform.
Nissan: A wardrobe malfunction (truck cover

got snagged during the unveil) couldn’t hide the
Titan XD truck. 
Best seat in the house: Porsche’s 911 Turbo

■TECHNICAL SERVICE BULLETINS: In a previ-
ous issue, I relayed info on at least two engine-
related problems that led VW to extended its power
train warranties: 2.0 FSI turbo and 2.0-liter TSI.
Problems with the 1.8-liter TSI’s fuel-pump cam
lobe haven’t been resolved.
If you own a late-model VW, subscribing to the

technical service bulletin is worth the money. Visit
erwin.vw.com for more information. A one-day sub-
scription is $35, and one-month ($250) and one-
year deals ($1,500) are also available. NHTSA.gov
also provides a searchable database of technical
service bulletins. 
A good example of the bulletin’s value: an oft-

dismissed problem with the TDI’s intercooler. The
description of this malady doesn’t sound particu-
larly outstanding: VW will fix problems with TDIs
that don’t start in subfreezing ambient temps. 
The problem, however, is more than a starting

issue. An intercooler’s purpose is cooling the air
routed from the turbocharger back to the
engine’s intake. It’s like a radiator for intake air
and creates denser air and prevents pinging. On
VWs and other turbo engines, it’s possible that
moist air might actually work its way into the
intake system, freeze and then dull engine per-
formance. There are reports of engine damage➤
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caused by too much water entering the engine
via this route. 
Dealers will install an intercooler kit designed to

reduce or prevent problems with restriction caused
by icing. 

■CHICAGO AUTO SHOW: With an inch higher
ground clearance and all-wheel-drive, the Golf
Alltrack promises crossover utility and a car-like
driving experience. 
Darryll Harrison, a VW PR spokesman, tells

the AUTOIST that people cross-shopping VWs and
Subarus will have good reason to consider the
VW come this fall. That’s when the 2017 Alltrack
arrives. 
Rear cargo capacity looks just as spacious as

the two-wheel drive Sportwagen, this pre-produc-
tion version has optional spare-tire-well stowage
bins. An electro-hydraulic system engages the
rear wheel drive setup when wheel slip is detect-
ed. This ups fuel economy; it’s front-wheel drive
until extra traction is summoned. An electronic
differential lock manipulates brakes to improve
go power, turn in and steering response. 
Ted Grady tells the AUTOIST that the Euro ver-

sion has a 170-hp 1.8-liter TSI mill utilizing twin
fuel injection. The turbo four cylinder mill sports
eight fuel injectors: four direct to cylinder and
four are port mounted.
The Momo Edition Jetta GLI show vehicle has

impressive brakes, a racy interior and lots of

other hardcore tuner features wrapped into one
production-ready sports sedan.
On Feb. 12, VW invited enthusiasts to a show-

booth lunch. Mark Gillies offered a brief intro-
duction, then “dubheads” queued at one of sever-
al food islands. 
Notable new vehicles shown in Chicago include

the Nissan Armada built in Japan on the Patrol
platform using an American-made V-8. Most car-
makers presented special editions or Detroit-
show concepts in Chicago. Detroit’s show is an
industry-focused bash. Chicago’s in contrast is
big showroom luring would-be car buyers. 

■AUTOIST KUDOS: Journalists from Modern
Metals and Hot VWs shared kind words. They
thought the AUTOIST’S coverage of the VW diesel
fiasco last fall was tops. Editor Fred Ortlip
deserves special commendation for deftly shap-
ing our cover story. The fact that some industry
insiders noticed us is a plus, too. VWCA

The Momo Edition Jetta GLI. 

CLUB SECRETARY WANTED
Enthusiastic VWCA member is needed to fill the remain-
ing term of the national secretary. Western suburban
Chicago location preferred to facilitate the attendance of
periodic VWCA board meetings as we shape the future
of the Volkswagen Club of America. Besides recording
meeting minutes, this position involves the handling of
ballots in VWCA elections and administering the Wolfs-
burg Trophy judging. This does not mean judging the
contest but simply mailing and receiving the entry forms.
Interested candidates should contact us at
vwclub@aol.com.
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BECOMING A LOCAL VWCA CHAPTER
OK, so you’ve read about the good times that our local

chapters have in our Local Volks Scene column (Page 24),
and you’re wishing you could join in the fun. Becoming a
VWCA chartered chapter is the next step in that direction.
And it’s easier than you think!
First of all, it’s FREE; there’s no fee for initial filing or annual

maintenance applied to our local chapters. In fact, local club
members are eligible for a substantial dues discount. The
only requirements are a minimum of 10 members, a set of
bylaws (guidelines for operating your club) and a club bank
account.
You probably already have 10 friends who share your pas-

sion for Volkswagens, and we can send you a bylaws tem-
plate so you can just fill in the name of your club and a few
other details. We feel a bank account in your club’s name is a
good idea so it is not attached to a single member in the
event of a change of officers. We can help you establish an
account using our EIN (Employer Identification Number)
instead of a member’s Social Security number.
It’s just that easy! Ready to start? Contact our vice presi-

dent, Tom Janiszewski, at VolksTom@sbcglobal.net or write to
P.O. Box 154, North Aurora IL 60542 and he’ll give you every-
thing you need to become our next VWCA chartered chapter.
We hope to be reading about YOUR events in this column soon!

ALABAMA: Robert Rendzio, Dothan

CALIFORNIA: Claude N. Mitchell, Los Angeles; Habib Baghda-

di, Los Angeles; Eric Rubery, Tustin

FLORIDA: Robert Fasold, Deltona

ILLINOIS: Ricky Hazen, Bolingbrook; Matt Hanssel, Chicago;

Peter Himpelmann, Des Plaines

IOWA: Tana Odean, Davenport

MINNESOTA: James Sokup, Northfield

NEW YORK: John Weyl, Churchville

NORTH CAROLINA: Mike Everhart, Hendersonville

OHIO: Stephen Evans, Hartville

PENNSYLVANIA: William Muffley, Allentown; Nate Whetzel,

Pittsburgh

WISCONSIN: Robert Jordan, West Bend

Noah’s VW
Pack the whole gang in the car and
head for Rockford, Ill., for the 61st
annual VWCA Convention on July 8-10.
We have a entire weekend of VW fun
planned and it won’t be complete with-
out you and your favorite Volkswagen
there. We’ll have awards for the oldest
Volkswagen, the best mini-toy display
and the most unusual VW-related item.
This guy might qualify for all three!
Come to the convention and see what
else we have in store for you!
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos).
Non-member rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15
cents per additional word. Photos are additional $5
each. Includes posting on vwclub.org website with
color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID num-
ber or pay in advance. Ads may be revised to meet
space limitations. Photos to be returned must be
accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send to
VWCA Classified Ads, 1554 Roanoak Ave., Aurora IL
60506. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to
vwclub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: Radiator, good condition; two heads, need
rebuilding. All are for a water-cooled 1988 Westfalia. Make an
offer. Cash only. Will not separate. Contact Jim at (708) 839-
8969 (IL) or email vinegar3@aol.com.
FOR SALE: 1968-1972 standard Beetle interior kit: TMI bas-
ket weave seat covers, full set, off-white; seat buttons, set of
8, off-white, smooth vinyl; door panels, full set, smooth vinyl,
off-white, no map pockets; white sun visors; 7-piece carpet
kit, charcoal loop with passenger foot rest, fits 1958-1968; 6-
piece foam seat pad kit, front and rear bottoms and back-
rests; 56-piece door panel clips; 56-piece door panel clip
boots; interior restoration DVD. Everything is brand new,
never Installed. $725, OBO. I will sell items individually if you
don’t need the whole kit. Pick up in Bartlett, IL or will meet.
Contact Kirk, FIREBUGMAN@aol.com.
FOR SALE: Heater Cable No. 111 711 717A, fits '65-'72
Beetle and Ghia, $5. Heater cable boots, pair fits all, $5/pair.
Black windshield seal (American style), fits '65-'77 Beetle
Sedan and ’71-72 Super Beetle, $20. Black rear window seal
(American style), fits ’65-71 Beetle Sedan and ’71 Super Bee-
tle, $20. Chrome rear window trim with clips, fits ’65-71
Sedan and ’71 Super Beetle, $20. Pop-out window pinch
welt, pair (white), fits all Beetles, Squares and Notchbacks
with pop-out windows, $20. Pop-out window seals, pair
(outer), fits ’65-77 standard and Super Beetles, $15. Every-
thing is new and never installed. Prices do not include S&H.
Pickup is available in Bartlett, IL. Contact Kirk, FIREBUG-
MAN@aol.com.
FOR SALE: Used generator, Bosch GR17N (211 903 031D),
38 amp, no pulley, works perfectly. Fits ’68-71 Bus and ’73-

74 Thing. $100, OBO. Price does not include S&H. Pick-up is
available in Bartlett, IL. Contact Kirk,
FIREBUGMAN@aol.com.
FOR SALE: Glass of ’70 Beetle – rear side glass, rear win-
dow with defrost grid, L & R door glass; Ghia – L & R door
window glass. Shipping? But maybe you are near. Call J.
Spellman at (847) 825-5903 (IL)
FOR SALE: 1966 Beetle, black exterior, red interior, rough
shape. In Milwaukee, WI. Asking $1,500. Please call Ron
Clayton for details, (414) 364-5178.
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publish-
ers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual
$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118,
(206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.
FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36
horsepower, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc
dual port. Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen & Audi parts. John’s
Car Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180
or email johnsccorner@gmail.com.
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0,
2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines
by Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker
Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).
FOR SALE: ’71-72 VW stick-automatic transmission com-
plete with new clutch, converter seal and associated parts.
Best offer or will trade for VW parts. Contact Dave at (630)
789-1779 (IL).
WANTED: “CARAT” script for the tailgate on a 1989
Vanagon Carat. Measures about 3/4 inches high x 7 inches
long and attaches with adhesive. Email Richard at
cwetzel@angelo.com.







■GET READY TO TAKE A DIVE

■ MOVING?: The AUTOIST is not automatically forwarded to your new address. Please send your address changes
promptly to Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60542. Or notify by email to vwclub@aol.com.
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Spring is upon us, and what a better

time than to think about getting into the

swim of things this year. Our Rich Van

Treuren caught this rolling Beetle bill-

board last summer in suburban Chica-

go. Makes you want to jump into the

deep end — with the dolphins. 
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