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Civil settlement,
criminal probe      
In August, Volkswagen andthe U.S. Justice Department
held settlement talks involv-
ing a criminal probe into the
automaker’s emissions
wrongdoing. Several sources
report that a consent decree
will cover independent moni-
toring of the carmaker’s con-
duct and fines. The Wall
Street Journal reports that
fines could top $1.2 billion.
Many expect the fines to set-
tle the U.S. criminal investi-
gation to be the largest ever
imposed on an automaker. 
The earlier $15.3 billion

civil settlement with U.S.
regulatory authorities will
likely resolve many of its
obligations to the federal
government. VW has agreed
to set aside $10 billion for
buybacks or fixes. VW will
pay an additional $2.7 bil-
lion to replace old city buses
or fund infrastructure to
reduce diesel emissions. 
Criminal charges related

to emissions-skirting soft-
ware have not been filed.
The DOJ has not stated
whether and how it will pur-

sue action against VW’s
wrongdoers. 
Due to the fact that those

responsible for violating U.S.
clean air rules are likely Ger-
man engineers, it’s not clear
whether the DOJ will extra-
dite those responsible for
creating the illegal software.
At this moment, pinpointing
who did what and when is
difficult. And it’s likely that
top U.S. and German execu-
tives did not know about or
approve deceptive practices.
Thus the DOJ, according to
several media outlets, might
be limited to filing charges
relating to supplying false
information to governmental
agencies in the U.S. 
VW set aside an additional

$2.4 billion in July to handle
settlements with individual
U.S. states. 

■3.0-LITER TDI SOFT-
WARE: Last November, after
VW steadfastly denied that
its 3.0-liter V-6 TDI (diesel)
engines developed by Audi
used illegal emissions soft-
ware, the EPA issued a
Notice of Violation prompt-
ing yet another TDI stop-
sale. Later, VW admitted that

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

■TURN TO PAGE 30



■SUV: VW is said to be using its recently face-
lifted Amarok pickup (above) to develop an all-
new seven-seat SUV. The model is one of several
new SUVs, including a long-wheelbase version of
the Tiguan and next-generation Touareg. The
Amarok-based SUV would come standard with a
3.0-liter turbo diesel V6, identical to that of the
refreshed pickup. 
■NAME GAME: VW’s all-new midsize SUV is
coming next year, but the name of the new model
remains a mystery. While the global market is
expected to get an SUV starting with the familiar
letter “T,” North American reps will select a “bull-
ish, American-style name,” according to VW
North America CEO Hinrich Woebcken. The new
SUV will be built at its U.S. plant in Chattanooga,
with production starting late this year. 
■GETTING CHARGED UP: A newly revealed VW
strategy calls for 30 new electric cars by 2025
based on three different platforms. Volkswagen
CEO Herbert Diess told German newspaper
Wirtschafts Woche that a concept model due out
by late September would have a range of between

248 and 372 miles. Diess projected that the car
would go into production by 2018 or 2019,
adding that it would feature the space of a Passat
on the footprint of a Golf. 
■AUDI TAKES AIM AT TESLA: Audi says 25
percent of its fleet will have electric power trains
by 2025, according to company sources. They
say the company will invest about a third of its
research and development budget into electric
cars, digital services and autonomous driving.

■SALES SLIDE: VW of America’s July sales
tally: 29,754: down 8.1 percent compared with
last year. Through July 2016, VW’s sales were off
13.6 percent: 177,772 vs. 205,742. In contrast,
July GTI deliveries were the best since 2000 at
2,417 units; the Tiguan was up 48.8 percent at
3,379 units. Meanwhile, Audi continued its roll,
delivering 17,654 vehicles in July, a sales record. 

■SECOND CHANCE?: An anonymous VW deal-
er’s letter to TheFastLaneCar.com suggests that
scandalized TDI models could return as 2018
models, hitting dealerships in 2017. The letter
also said that repairs on the tainted models will
not start until 2017, with first generation cars
first in line.

■TIGUAN, CC, GOLF R, E-GOLF: VW is recall-
ing 5,658 vehicles that may have defective child-
safety door locks. VW says vibration from open-
ing and closing the doors may cause the locks to
disengage.
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■FROM THE ARCHIVES

■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2006: VW will call its
new compact SUV “Tiguan.” The name was chosen
by the reader of the AutoBild magazine group.
More than 350,000 votes were cast from 10 coun-
tries. The Touareg’s little brother is to be produced
in Wolfsburg and will be launched in 2008. The
name was developed by VW Marketing along with
four alternatives, Nanuk, Namib, Rockton and
Samun.

■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1996: VW is projecting
that the highly anticipated new Beetle could go on
sale as early as the fourth quarter of 1997 for less
than $13,000. Automotive News reports that VW
plans production of the Beetle next fall. The catch:
For dealers to get in the
front of the line for the
new car, they must raise
their sales numbers
and customer satisfac-
tion ratings. 
■ SEPTEMBER/OCTO-
BER 1996: Speed Racer,
animated hero of the
1960s-era cartoon series,
has launched a second
career as an ad pitchman,
VWoA is featuring Speed
in a 30-second commer-
cial for the GTI.  

■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1986: VW announced it
has entered into a joint marketing venture with
Hobi Cat, the leading catamaran, sailboard and

small sailboat manufacturer in America. Under the
two-year program, VW dealers will offer a specially
priced Hobi Cat package with the purchase of a
Vanagon or VW’s four-wheel-drive Syncro. 
■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1986: A hand-made car
with a VW diesel engine returned 103.7 miles per
gallon to win the Mexico-to-Canada fuel efficiency
rally Aug. 14.

■ SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1976: The regular Rab-
bits and Sciroccos are quite fast automobiles, capa-
ble of leaving a number of cars well behind in the
traffic light sprint. European customers are now
able to get even more powerful versions of both
models, the Golf GTI and Scirocco GTI and GLI.
Power output on the fuel injected models is 110 hp
at 6,100 rpm. 

■ OCTOBER 1966: Wolfsburg issued
a warning to owners of 1300cc and
1600cc Volkswagens: the slots in the
wheel rims are not there for good
looks but to fulfill an important task
of cooling the brake drums. Owners
of these cars are cautioned not to
install fancy wheel covers that lack
sufficient air circulation.    

■ OCTOBER 1956: On Sept. 1, 1956, the first VWs
began coming in to the U.S. listed as 1957 models.
The only real change is that ’57 models are equipped
with tubeless tires. Very shortly, we understand, a
new color will be available: Agave — a new shade of
gray-green. To the best knowledge of club officers,
these are the only changes in ’57 VWs. 

10 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO
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■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com 

BY SHELL TOMLIN

61ST VWCA CONVENTION

PUTTING 
ON BIG A
SHOW IN

ROCKFORD
or the 61st time, VWCA members gathered from far and
wide (Washington to Florida) the weekend of July 8-10 for
our annual convention, this time in Rockford, Ill., home of

the Stateline Volks Folks, our local chapter there.
F
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ABOVE: A pair of impressive campers at the Sunday car show, held by the Stateline Volks-
folks at Alpine Park. BELOW: Classic VWs featured in the toy display. 

The winners
Eberle Newsletter Tro-
phy: “Badger Beetles
AutoFun News,” Milwau-
kee; Laura and Lyle Kuk-
linski, editors
Woodbury Dunn Safety
Award: Badger Beetles
AutoFun Club, Milwau-
kee 
Wolfsburg Trophy (most
active local chapter):
Northeast Illinois Volk-
swagen Association

Best Mini Toy Display:
Rick Carlson
Most Unusual VW Item:
Rick Carlson, Miniature
Mickey Mouse in VW
Beetle
Longest Distance Driv-
en to Convention in a
VW: Will Euverard, Del-
tona, Fla., 1,395 miles
Most Conventions
Attended: Will Euverard,
Deltona, Fla. (35 conven-
tions)
Oldest VW Driven to
Convention: Rick Carl-
son, 1970 Beetle Con-
vertible

Rallye
1. Gary Hanson, driver,
Clarendon Hills, Ill.; Fred
Frank, navigator, Spring-
field, Ill.
2. John Portzer, driver,
Galena, Ill.; Laura
Portzer, navigator, Gale-
na, Ill.  
3. Les Leutwiler, driver,
Friendship, Wis.; Roxie
Leutwiler, navigator,
friendship, Wis.

Car Show
Cliff Leppke, Milwaukee;
1987 Scirocco 

It all started at the casual Machine
Shed restaurant, where the early birds
flocked on Friday evening for a friend-
ly meet-n-greet. The relaxed atmos-
phere there allowed us to linger as
long as we wanted to catch up on old

friendships and new tales of our latest
Volkswagen adventures. Even after-
ward, many lingered in the parking
lot ogling some members’ new rides
procured since we last met.
Our Hospitality Room at the Rock-➤
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CONVENTION

Rallye winners (from left) John Portzer and Laura Portzer, second-place driver and navigator; Fred Frank and Gary
Hanson, first-place navigator and driver; Les Leutwiler, third-place driver; and Shell Tomlin, rallyemaster. Not shown,
Roxie Leutwiler, third-place navigator.

LEFT: Gary Hanson (left) accepts the Wolfsburg Trophy for NIVA from Shell Tom-
lin. RIGHT: Cliff Leppke shows off his first place award in the Sunday car show. 

The sponsors
Airhead Parts 1604 Morse Avenue, Ven-
tura, CA 93003, (866) 664-3724

Coker Tire 1317 Chestnut Street, Chat-
tanooga, TN 37402, (423) 265-6368

Dune Buggies & Hot VWs Magazine P.
O. Box 2260, Costa Mesa, CA 92628

Meguiar’s Inc. 17991 Mitchell South,
Irvine, CA 92614

Mid America Motorworks 17082 N.
Hwy. 45, Effingham, IL 62401, (800) 500-
1500, mamotorworks.com

Rockford Convention & Visitors
Bureau 102 N. Main Street, Rockford, IL
61101 

Rockford Speedway 9572 Forest Hills
Road, Loves Park, IL 61111

Select EuroCars Inc. Waterloo, NY
13165, (315) 789-9368, SelectEuro-
Cars.com
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ford Holiday Inn officially opened on Saturday
morning as attendees poured in to register, check
out their Goodie Bags and set up displays for the
Mini Toy Show or Most Unusual Item contests. 
The displays were viewed all day, then voted on

with the ballots counted at the evening’s awards
banquet. Also on rare display were the original
trophies for the Eberle Newsletter Award, the
Woodbury Dunn Safety Award and the Wolfsburg
Trophy, presented annually to the most active
local chapter.
After the morning’s business and trustees meet-

ings were completed, the
afternoon event was the
rallye. Fashioned after
Chicago Club member
Gaston Krishman’s popu-
lar “Photoscenic,” partici-
pants were given a sheet
of photos with their
approximate locations.
The object was to drive
(a VW, of course) to the
location and answer a
question about the photo
that would verify that
you actually saw it. Be
careful, though; some of
these were tricky. All
who participated thor-

oughly enjoyed the
event, but the credit
clearly goes to our dear
friend Gaston, whose
invention we have pla-
giarized several times
for our convention.
Saturday evening is

traditionally banquet
time, and a banquet it
certainly was, being
efficiently served up by
the staff from the adja-
cent Hoffman House
Caterers. After we had
all stuffed ourselves
with the Chicken Vesu-
vio and savory Atlantic

Salmon entrees – there was way too much food –
we took a little break for some door prizes. 
Awards for the best Mini Toy Show, Most

Unusual VW Item, Oldest Volkswagen, Most Con-
ventions Attended, Longest Distance Driven to
the Convention, and Convention Rallye winners
were presented, as well as the Eberle Newsletter
Award, and the Woodbury Dunn Safety Award,
Wolfsburg Trophy. 
Dozens of 2015 car show participants were eli-

gible for and Jack Lyman National Car Show
awards, and those present received their plaques

at the banquet. The oth-
ers will be mailed. The
presentations gave us
just enough time for our
dinner to settle and
make a little room for
the special convention
cake for dessert. A very
satisfying evening for
all!
Sunday morning it

was off to Alpine Park
for the Car Show. This is
not your ordinary car
show, but a picnic in the
park where everyone
just happens to drive a
Volkswagen. For the

The National Car Show Award got a new name, in
honor of the late Jack Lyman, longtime VWCA member. 

Cliff Leppke’s 1987 Scirocco won a car show award. 

➤
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Rick Carlson’s Most Unique Item winner: Mickey Mouse in a tiny Beetle.

At right, the
Eberle award
for best club
newsletter on
display. See a
photo of the
two other
awards on
Page 35.

CONVENTION
29th consecutive year,
the Stateline Volks Folks
again produced this pop-
ular show featuring a
raffle, door prizes and
trophies based on the
ballots cast by those
entering a car in the
show. The AUTOIST’S Cliff
Leppke dashed in from
Milwaukee on Sunday
morning to capture a
first-place trophy for his
sparkling red 1987
Scirocco.
Our hat’s off to the

Stateline Folks for pro-
viding their show as well
as their collective
behind-the-scenes assis-
tance with the organiza-
tion of our annual con-
vention. 
Also a grateful thanks

go to all the fine spon-
sors and donors who
helped make this event
a success. We hope to
see you all again in
2017 for the 62nd VWCA
convention. VWCA

Members meet and greet outside the Machine Shed restaurant. 

Campers congregate in a shady location in Alpine Park. 
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Please welcome Rick Carlson, the VWCA’s
new national secretary. In addition to

recording the minutes of our trustees and
executive board meetings, Rick will be han-
dling the Wolfsburg Trophy mailings and
receiving the ballots for our annual elec-
tions.
Rick is an active member of the Northeast

Illinois Volkswagen Association and lives in
Park Ridge, Ill., a Chicago suburb. He is also
currently serving as NIVA’s national trustee. 
His 1970 Beetle Convertible (pictured) was

honored at the 61st VWCA Convention in
Rockford, Ill., in July and was featured on
the dash plaques and T-shirts for the 2016
NIVA Bugfest (see articles in this issue). 
We’re pleased and honored to have Rick on

the VWCA executive board. VWCA

OK, so you’ve read about the good times that our
local chapters have in our Local Volks Scene column,
and you’re wishing you could join in the fun.
Becoming a VWCA chartered chapter is the
next step in that direction. And it’s easier
than you think!

First of all, it’s FREE; there’s no fee
for initial filing or annual maintenance
applied to our local chapters. In fact,
local club members are eligible for a
substantial dues discount. The only
requirements are a minimum of 10 mem-
bers, a set of bylaws (guidelines for operating
your club) and a club bank account.

You probably already have 10 friends who share
your passion for Volkswagens, and we can send you a

bylaws template so you can just fill in the name of
your club and a few other details. We feel a bank

account in your club’s name is a good idea so it
is not attached to a single member in the

event of a change of officers. We can help
you establish an account using our EIN
(Employer Identification Number)
instead of a member’s Social Security
number.

It’s just that easy! Ready to start?
Contact our vice president, Tom

Janiszewski, at VolksTom@sbcglobal.net or
write to P.O. Box 154, North Aurora IL 60542

and he’ll give you everything you need to become our
next VWCA chartered chapter. We hope to be reading
about YOUR events in this column soon!

BECOMING A LOCAL VWCA CHAPTER

Carlson named 
to executive board
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he NIVA Bugfest staff adapted rapidly to its
new digs at Elgin Volkswagen in suburban
Chicago, quickly arranging the various

models for easy and orderly judging by the par-
ticipants themselves. Even the early drizzles
failed to dampen (sorry!) the atten-
dance as show cars began arriving
around mid-morning when the sky
cleared. Swappers quickly set up their
booths and by 10 a.m., the show was
fully under bright sunshine.
A unique feature of most Northeast

Illinois VW Association shows is the
custom artwork developed for the
commemorative T-shirts and dash
plaques depicting a likeness of a mem-
ber’s car. This is usually kept secret
until the day of the show, so organiz-
ers were unsure if the early drizzle

would keep Rick Carlson’s featured 1973 Beetle
Convertible in the garage. A sigh of relief was
heard when Rick rolled into the show lot — with
his convertible top down — of course!
NIVA’s “resident DJ,” Puyo Zizich (Fuzzy Dice

Productions,
carshowscruisenights.com), kept
everyone entertained with his music,
commentary, announcements and the
kids entertained with Hula-Hoops and
chalk drawing on the pavement. A
staple of Puyo’s musical selections is
the “Beep-Beep Song,” where he
encourages those who have a working
horn to beep at the appropriate times.
This year, with the help of several
judges, he even offered a trophy to
the winner — Shell Tomlin.
Every show seems to have at least a

NIVA BUGFEST

■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com 

T

TOP-DOWN FUN
AT A QUIRKY SHOW 

BY SHELL TOMLIN
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BUGFEST

car or two that we’ve never seen (or noticed)
before, and this Bugfest was no exception.
Patrick Stewart’s white 1967 Beetle seemed to
have an unusual convertible top that called for a
closer look. The unique folding top is the prod-
uct of Street Beat Customs of Phoenix and is still
available in kit
form. Back in
1992, Patrick
did the installa-
tion himself in
about a week,
although the
literature
boasts of a four-
hour project.
The toughest
part, he says,
was having the
nerve to cut out
the roof section
from the wind-

shield all the way to the rear deck, but all the
components were provided to give it a finished
appearance. The result was exactly what Patrick
was looking for.
You never know what you’ll see at a local club

car show. That’s why we keep coming back, year
after year. This
show is not to
be missed.
Many thanks

to the helpful
staff at Elgin
Volkswagen for
courtesies
extended far
beyond the
expected that
contributed to
the success of
the 2016
Bugfest. VWCA

LEFT: The Beep-Beep trophy. RIGHT: Patrick Stewart opens his panoramic convertible top. BOTTOM: Hula-Hoopers.
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■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

hould you take Audi’s 2017 all-wheel-drive
A4, the other “A Train,” on a long-term
ride? It’s tempting. It swings with the lat-
est automotive gadgetry. And with a nod

to NASA’s satellite constellation that monitors
climate change, it has fuel-sipping technology. A
green-foot pictograph, for instance, tells you
when the car’s eco-mined stop/start system is
ready. The premium-fueled
2.0-liter 252-hp tur-
bocharged engine shuts
down when you’re waiting
at stoplights, railroad
crossings and traffic jams.
This review will discuss

Audi’s carbon footprint reducing setup later.
Nearly 20 years ago, Audi shook up the sports

sedan hierarchy by introducing an automotive
earthquake called the A4. Suddenly, Audi’s longi-
tudinal front-drive-based car architecture with
optional Quattro all-wheel-drive became a smart-
looking and decent-performing alternative to
rear-drive Benzs and BMWs. The A4 combined a

svelte body tailored with
fashion-forward construc-
tion methods, a front sus-
pension that greatly
reduced torque steer and
an interior that was as
tasteful as it was plush.

AUDI A4 S-LINE QUATTRO

S

A HIGH-RESOLUTION RIDE 
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And the price
was attractive
too. It repre-
sented “A4-
dable” luxury.
For 2017,

the A4 returns
from the Ingol-
stadt charm
school with
fresh ideas
from its wide
front grille to
its ducktail
rear lid. Its
exterior lines
are sharper,
the clamshell
hood neatly
stowing atop a side indent. Both front and rear
lamps straddle more than one plane, with 1958
Mercury-like angled rear lamps tapering into the
stern’s lid. It’s daring in the sense that misalign-
ment would wreck the effect. Audi’s production
genius shows: flawless fit inside and out. It’s a
chic car that clicks with a new generation of
buyers who find quad-ring logos emblems of
good-taste—akin to Herman Miller furniture.
What’s new for 2017, the B9 or ninth-genera-

tion of the vehicle that we first knew as the Audi
Fox/Audi 80? Oodles. There’s a smorgasbord of
technical upgrades and lighter slightly larger
exterior. The front suspension, for example, is an
erector set of joy. Two alloy lower arms (one
transverse, the other lateral) join the steering
knuckle.
These pieces put the kibosh on torque steer.

They also lower unsprung weight, which
improves handling. Each front spring assembly
attaches to an alloy casting that’s part of the
car’s unit-body. And Audi put the steering rack
ahead of the front axle line, which increases
steering precision. 
The ventilated front brakes are large: 13.3

inches, clamped by multi-piston calipers, which
Audi says are lighter. Pedal feel is firm, easy to
modulate. Between the brakes, suspension and
all-wheel-drive you’ve got a go-stop system that

Andrew Ross
Sorkin might
describe as too
big to fail. It
bombs down
backroads with
astonishing
pose—as if it
were made
from the DNA
of current cin-
ema’s queen-of-
cool Cate
Blanchett. 
Some might

quibble. The
A4 has more
poise, less
drama. That’s

because traveling at 60 mph never felt so slow;
the engine spins at less than 1400 rpm (at 75
mph, it’s 1600 rpm). Tire, road, wind and other
aural velocity cues are suppressed like the Brits
used to handle slander. While the steering seems
pokey when parking, on sinuous roads, the A4
begs for an open throttle. Its road adhesion is
like Gorilla Tape. Steering feel, although numb,
provides some road sense with good weighting—
in dynamic mode, one of three choices for shock
absorber action, steering effort, engine note and
shift programming. The other modes are auto-
matic and comfort. 
The go-train’s new punch comes from an

updated 2.0-liter turbocharged four-cylinder mill
(EA888 Gen 3 in VW speak). It uses direct fuel
injection and variable valve timing for both over-
head cams to pump out 252 hp and 273-lb. ft. of
torque. 
This more potent engine is thriftier. It’s rated

24 city, 31 highway, 27 combined. That’s up 3
mpg city and 1 mpg highway from last year’s A4.
I saw 27.8 overall, according to the trip comput-
er during a week of hot-weather driving. If you
are careful with the loud pedal, you can beat the
EPA’s numbers—besting 31 mpg highway at 60
mph. And you can easily monitor your eco driv-
ing skills; Audi’s instrument panel supplies
instant and average fuel consumption data➤
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AUDI
simultaneously. While this A4
doesn’t sip fuel like a hybrid, and
it certainly doesn’t ride on ultra
low resistance tires (245/40/18
Hankook Ventus S1 EVO Y-rated
extra-load), its numbers impress.
Earlier Quattro-equipped
Audi/VW products with automat-
ic transmissions usually netted a
low-20s figure overall. 
Those European-made Han-

kooks never growled, squealed
or protested over enthusiastic
driving. They rolled down the
interstate with a whisper. And
they carved esses faster and
more persistently than Microsoft
nags you about Windows 10. 
The revised engine and sport-

ing tires receive commands from
a seven-speed dual-clutch auto-
mated manual transmission with
launch control. The clutches
work seamlessly. Shifts are quick
and properly timed, although in comfort/normal
shift mode it rushes to top gear requiring down-
shifts for modest hill cresting. This also induces
faint thrumming. Paddle shifters let you down-
shift when you’d like, or you can try dynamic,
sport mode or the shifter’s manual slot. 
Audi’s variable drive modes don’t place much

road feel at your fingertips. These days, the
Cadillac ATS does that well. Nonetheless, Audi’s
uber chariot precisely goes where you point it,
especially in dynamic. And it seems better plant-
ed when you spurred. Step on the gas and Audi’s
turbo four barks to life adroitly passing through
the gears. Hookup to all four wheels means
steady takeoff. Kia’s Optima turbo, in contrast,
claws and yaws its way veering off course when
tapped.
Audi’s goodness is baked in like Betty Crock-

er’s test kitchen. And the interior atmosphere is
frosting on the cake. You pay for this goodness.
Audi asks $40,350. Then, add $3,800 for Premi-

um Plus trim, $3,750 for the technology package
and an extra $500 for the cold-weather package
with heated steering wheel. This bumps the ask-
ing figure to $47,900—a princely sum. You get
something for your green, though. The S-line’s
aluminum trim looks like it comes from Harry
Winston. Plastics are molded to perfection and
coated as if they were leather. Soft-touch materi-
als cover key points. 
Wedge shapes organize door panels, while the

LED lighted door handles inside and out guide
your digits at night. Leather-clad seating is firm-
ly padded. Despite modest rear knee room,
there’s enough space to feel pampered, especially
with rear seat heaters and face-level vents.
There’s a slot under the dash for a third pedal—

yep Audi says we’ll get a six-speed manual.

■AUDI’S VIRTUAL COCKPIT: An optional perk:
Virtual Cockpit — a bright multi-configurable
flat-panel instrumentation screen. This high-res-

Audi’s high-resolution Virtual Cockpit is a single-window designed not affect-
ed by reflections. 
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olution display —
tilted to reduce
glare — is a single-
window design that
isn’t marred by
reflections. Audi
offers several
“views” that you
select via steering
wheel switchgear.
You can start with
traditional-style
two-dimensional
analogue dials.
These are intensely
lit, never washed
out but threatened
to seer retinas at night. You can shrink those vir-
tual dials, making room for a life-like Google
map background. You can also configure the
setup to show recent trip average fuel economy,
range to empty and a bar graph for instanta-
neous mpg: All this on one screen—an improve-
ment over the VW/Audi practice of requiring one
to toggle among several menu pages. 
Another trick: the climate controls knobs, like

a vintage Zenith TV’s Spotlight tuner, display
settings and modes reside in knob centers. Dash
vents fill the space between the dash pad and the
lower bits. Nearly anything you change has a
pleasant tactile feedback as though you’re adjust-
ing a Teutonic wristwatch. 
At night, the show includes an illuminated

cruise control stalk plus steering wheel switches.
Audi wisely offers redundant speed-setting indi-
cators including red or white arrows atop the
speedo’s numbers. While the left dial’s center
real estate displays transmission mode, gear, ride
setting and you can summon voice prompt info
too. What’s more, you can monitor transmission
mode and ride setting, with the center right
gauge providing navigation prompts and the left
one offers fuel economy updates. 
LEDs also reside in the upper and lower door

panels. The upper lights wrap from the rear door
to the front following the raked soft-touch “sill.”
On the front doors, this upper section acts like a
sports stadium with Surround Vision. Red

streaks guide your eyes toward side-view mir-
rors. Audi says this red streak is part of an
optional side alert that warns you that the blind-
spot monitor has detected that opening the door
could impale, for example, an approaching
cyclist.
The light mania continues toward the door

bottoms. There, the Bang & Olufsen speaker
grilles have illuminated bars that cast a soft
glow on your lower limbs. And then there are
lights that let you see puddles etc., when exiting
the car. 
The electronic wizardry continues inside the

car with Audi’s latest infotainment system,
dubbed MMI. I wish I could tell you that wend-
ing one’s way through steering wheel switches,
the center console’s rotary knob with scratchpad
or the car’s voice prompts to tune the radio, find
an address or locate the nearest filling station is
simple as pie. It’s not. Such is the wonder of
Audi’s 21st-century tour de force of gadgetry. 
Happily, one can get in, press start and drive.

Let’s just say there’s a steep learning curve that
left this electronic technician feeling like he
couldn’t set a VCR’s clock.

■TOGGLING FORWARD: Audi now employs a
monostable shifter. As with the Toyota Prius, the
transmission “gear” selector is a lever that you
tap, bump or slap in order to engage drive, park,

■TURN TO PAGE 22

Driving data being shown while cruising at 59 mph. Dynamic mode is shown at left. 



VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700
RICHMOND: BROWN'S VW, 10501 MIDLOTHIAN PIKE, 804-379-
7283
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6520 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-4830

WASHINGTON
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-5280,
P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

WEST VIRGINIA
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS, INC., 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-
5451
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. SW,
304-744-1561
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E., 304-242-7313, AC

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: KEN VANCE VW-AUDI, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-830-
1111
LACROSSE: BOB BURG VW, 700 MONITOR ST., 608-782-8808, P-10
A-15 L-10
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON RD.,
608-241-5201
MILWAUKEE: CONCOURS, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING DR., 414-290-
1400, P-10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
QUEBEC:: VW LAURENTIDES, 85. JOHN F. KENNEDY, ST. JEROME, 450-

438-4101, AC

ALABAMA
IRONDALE: TOM WILLIAMS AUDI, 3001 TOM WILLIAMS WAY, 205-397-
2700, P-10 A-15 L-10

CALIFORNIA
CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-2888, P-
15 A-15 L-10
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-405-
2650, P-20 A-20 L-10
WEST COVINA: AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE. S., 626-384-
3400

CONNECTICUT
DANBURY: DANBURY VW, 29 SUGAR HOLLOW RD., 203-744-5201

FLORIDA
SARASOTA: SUNCOAST VW, 5005 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL, 941-923-1700, P-
10 AC

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them
whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy
you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership

cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it

might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB

AUDI DEALERSVW DEALERS



SUPPORT THE DEALERS
WHO SUPPORT VWCA
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IDAHO
BOISE: BOISE VW, 8400 W. FRANKLIN RD., 208-377-5400

INDIANA
BLOOMINGTON: ROYAL VW OF BLOOMINGTON, 3333 E. THIRD ST.,
812-332-9251
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 2912 E. MAIN ST., 765-448-4582
MERRILLVILLE: TEAM VOLKSWAGEN, 3990 E. LINCOLN HWY., 888-805-
3689, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

MAINE
BANGOR: DARLING'S, 403 HOGAN RD., 207-941-1330

MICHIGAN
MUSKEGON: MY AUTO IMPORT CENTER, 1860 E. STERNBERG RD., 231-
799-2886

NEW YORK
LATHAM: LANGAN AUDI EAST, 723 NEW LOUDON ROAD, 518-783-5003

OHIO
DUBLIN: MIDWESTERN AUTO GROUP, 6335 PERIMETER LOOP RD., 614-
717-4843

PENNSYLVANIA
STATE COLLEGE: AUDI STATE COLLEGE, 3220 W. COLLEGE AVE., 814-
237-0368

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW., 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10 AC

CANADA
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM, 905-
513-8820, P-15 A-15 L-15

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-778-
9305, P-10, VW AUTHORIZED SERVICE POINT 

CALIFORNIA
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AVE., 805-
964-6554, www.topshopautosb.com, P-15 AC, VW REPAIR SERVICE

CONNECTICUT
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUSTOM
DRIVE, 860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, VINTAGE REPAIR

ILLINOIS
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI RD.,
708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION, AIR- &
WATER-COOLED

OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, P-10 A-10 AC, PARTS 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783, A-10
AC, EUROPEAN REPAIR SHOP
MARTINSVILLE: BRIAN'S OFF ROAD SHOP, 2600 OLD STATE RD. 37 SOUTH,
765-349-9816, AC, RESTORATION SHOP

KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-3511,
www.importdoktor.com, AC, IMPORT SERVICE & BODY SHOP

MICHIGAN
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 248-681-
8081, www.munks.com, AC, BOSCH SERVICE CENTER

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, AC, DUNE BUGGIES

NEW YORK
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS INC, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 315-
789-9368, P-5 L-5, VW & AUDI SERVICE

RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 401-
789-7720, P-5 A-5 AC

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS
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■     

AUDI
reverse or neutral. Unlike older console-
mounted shifters, these new ones always
return to their center positions. The A4’s
leather-clad T-handle control, which also
functions as a stout hand rest, is flanked by
these letters RN/PDS—not the familiar
PRNDL. 
Push the right button and you can move

the lever forward to select reverse—and
Audi’s Park Assist (both forward and
reverse) that induces on-screen indications
and audible alerts of pending bumper bash-
ing mishaps. From there, one can pull the
lever aft ward selecting drive and then let
go, and go. The shifter’s detents are firm.
Thus, it’s not like an old Atari video game
controller. 
Should you open the car door while the

tranny is in R or D, the parking brakes
clamp down hard. Sometimes the engine shuts
off. Thus, the drive-away mishap that befell Star
Trek actor Anton Yelchin is less likely. If, howev-
er, you put the shifter in neutral and then exit
the car, visual and aural warnings let you
know that the vehicle could roll. One
engages park by pressing a button on
the lever’s rear side, as there isn’t a
dedicated parking slot. 

■GREAT FEAT: Audi’s new go
train delivers improved city mpg
via an engine start-stop system.
Even the under-the-spare tire’s
battery is recharged using
hybrid-like regenerative braking.
This increases potential engine off
time. The tachometer indicates stop,
ready and engine RPM. 
The start/stop system operates after

meeting several conditions such as the engine
temperature. A green foot pictograph below the
speedo briefly flashes. This lets you know that
start/stop is ready. When the start/stop mode is
operable, the engine shuts off rather than idling
when you’ve depressed the brake pedal firmly to

stop forward motion. The electric assist steering
wheel (must be pointed straight ahead) will stiff-
en—yanking the wheel restarts the engine. The
climate control fan circulates interior air. 

Audi says the stop/start won’t activate if
you’ve got a light braking foot. Indeed. I

found one must apply extra force to
the slow pedal to summon the shut-
down process. Why? Audi doesn’t
want stop/start to activate while
parallel parking. The engine
restarts when you release the
brake pedal or when operating
conditions warrant.
Audi’s latest A4 with Quattro

has rolled toward the line that
separates comfy luxury sedans and

the sporty ones. It’s a handsome ath-
letic machine that speaks softly but

responds quickly to your inputs. With LED
headlamps that can kill a vampire, and that
green-foot pictograph, you might also call it a
green feat. It drinks less fuel than previous all-
wheel-drive sports sedans—shining the way to a
less fossil fuel intensive future that doesn’t
skimp on the go factor. VWCA

ABOVE: A view of Audi’s sport toggle-style shifter. BELOW: Auto-
stop mode in ready position. 
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efore I got
the VW bug,
a particular

Teutonic Small
Wonder caught my
eye: a brand-new
silver/blue 1972
Baja Champion SE
Super Beetle. I
spied it each time
my family headed
into town, in the
driveway at the
edge of a sprawl-
ing subdivision.
With its special sil-
ver-black wheels
and Baja side
stripes, it didn’t
look like scores 

DUNE 
SPECIAL
EDITION

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

TURBO
BUMBLEBEE

B

➤
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of other Beetles. I heard this
car celebrated the Bug’s
uncanny ability to best less-
powerful chariots in Mexico’s
Baja 1000 off-road racing. It
also commemorated VW’s
outpacing the Ford Model T,
as the most-produced single
car model in motoring histo-
ry. 
Fast forward to 2014. At

that year’s Detroit auto
show, VW introduced a Dune
concept car that evoked an
off-road Bug’s tough stance.
With its Arizona Yellow exte-
rior, increased ground clear-
ance and bold graphics, the
thing had potential. Initially
created for publicity purpos-
es, VW said it might build it,
but forget the prerequisite
crossover cred, an even high-
er lift kit and all-wheel drive.
If you liked the concept

car, VW offers the “Sand-
stone” metallic yellow Beetle
coupe donning Dune-themed
trim. A convertible arrives later this year. Alter-
natively, VW will squirt it Pure White and Deep
Black Pearl. Want something less macho? VW’s
got that covered too, with the Classic or fuchsia
#PinkBeetle. 
The Dune is striking, a giant turbocharged

bumblebee with spiffy, 18-inch alloy wheels and
wide tires. Under its hood: VW’s latest 170-hp
1.8-liter four-cylinder mill and a six-speed auto-
matic transmission—a manual isn’t available. Yet
it kicks up a little dust.
Besides the paint job, this Beetle sports several

exterior and interior updates such as more
aggressive front and rear bumpers. A front
grille, air intakes, side cladding and the big rear
wing further set this ride apart. If you’re still not
sure you’re driving a 0.4-inch higher Beetle,

Dune graphics embellish
the side doors. Inside, the
steering wheel, which has
VW’s older switchgear, gets
a Dune logo, the instrument
panel sports bold-gold
graphics, the seats are cov-
ered in purposeful multi-
toned upholstery with gold
stitching, and leather wraps
the steering wheel, brake
lever and shift knob. 
My tester didn’t have the

Fender-branded sound sys-
tem. That meant muddy
sound quality, but it also
means a subwoofer doesn’t
rob precious cargo room.
With rear seat folded, the
car’s tall rear lid ingested a
toilet and other items I
fetched from a big-box hard-
ware store.
Front seating is generous,

with plenty of leg and head-
room. Otherwise, the interior
is a festival of hard plastics
not helped by the dash pad’s

glossy faux leather texture. These pieces appear
better fitted than earlier Beetles. Door panels and
dash fascia are also yellow. They’re black, when the

DUNE

■TURN TO PAGE 33

Seats are covered with multi-toned upholstery
with gold stitching. 
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Badgers collect hardware 
We’ve always said that participation in local

chapter activities is a huge part of “enjoying
your VW to the fullest.” It is the purpose of this
column, therefore, to highlight these events and
activities, give the planners and organizers a lit-
tle recognition for their efforts and perhaps
inspire other chapters to try some of the unique
and fun ways we enjoy our VWs.
Here’s a look at what some of the locals have

been up to: 
Badger Beetles Auto Fun Club, Milwaukee:

With their annual elections held in June and a
Theater Party in August, the Badger Beetles
were focusing attention on their annual Labor
Day Campout, while basking in the glow of hav-
ing won the Woodbury Dunn Safety Award AND
the Eberle Best Newsletter Award at the VWCA
Convention in Rockford, Ill.
Central Florida VW Club, Orlando: Some

attended the EAA Air Venture in Oshkosh, Wis.,
while Central Florida member Will and Joan
Euverard grabbed the Long Distance award for
their 1,350-mile drive to the VWCA Convention
in July.
Northeast Illinois Volkswagen Association,

Lisle: This local chapter made a seamless transi-

tion to new venue for its annual Bugfest, this
year at Elgin (Ill.) Volkswagen. This is one of two
major NIVA car shows that helped capture the
Wolfsburg Trophy awarded at the Convention to
the most active local chapter.
Stateline Volks Folks, Rockford, Ill.: The 29th

annual Stateline Vintage Picnic was an integral
part of this year’s convention, with fun, goodie
bags, prizes, drawings, an all-VW car show and
picnic in the park.

■AND NOW YOU KNOW: Local Chapters com-
pete for annual awards presented at each year’s
convention. The Eberle Newsletter Trophy is
given to the chapter with the best local newslet-
ter; the Woodbury Dunn Trophy goes to the
chapter with the best safety program; and the
coveted Wolfsburg Trophy is won by the most
active local chapter. 
If you belong to a local club, be sure you are

participating in all these contests and help fill
out and submit the forms. 
For information about entering, contact us at

vwclub@aol.com. VWCA

JOHN’S CAR CORNER
Over 40 years worth of hard-to-find VW parts at great 

savings for both water- and air-cooled vehicles. Questions,
advice on your VW (any year or model) FREE! John’s Car

Corner, Box 85, Westminster, Vermont 05158, 
(802) 722-3180. E-mail: johnsccorner@gmail.com
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■BY RICHARD G. VAN TREUREN

A VW AirVenture   
I’m not sure if it was on that spliced-together 16mm reel VWoA used to bring to our conventions
before VHS tape, but VW once made a commer-
cial that sorta bragged about VW engine reliabili-
ty — as it told the story of how a man had put a
Beetle engine in his airplane and took on the
North Atlantic. No doubt that spot is on the
internet somewhere, but watching it only hints
at the long relationship between VW and home-
built airplanes.
Paul Poberezny, who founded the Experimental

Aircraft Association, had related how the afford-
able airplane for everyman owed its very exis-
tence to the Beetle engine’s adaptability. Paul
was seen driving his Beetle “Red One” around
AirVenture, the annual show in Oshkosh, Wis.,
and as I’ve related in these pages before, other
EAA officers use retired VWs to motor around
campus.

Now, years after Paul’s passing, “Red One” is on
display at the EAA Museum, but various VWs are
still in use. AirVenture 2016 made history in many
ways, such as the first appearance of the Canadian
Forces’ Snowbirds. With attendance up to about
563,000 moving through 891 commercial vendors
helped by 5,000 volunteers, the showplanes total
was 2,855 (up 7 percent over 2015): 1,124 home-
built aircraft, 1,032 vintage airplanes, 371 war-
birds, 135 ultralights and light-sport aircraft.
There were 101 seaplanes (including the first
appearance of the incredible water-bombing Mar-
tian Mars), 31 rotorcraft, 41 aerobatic aircraft and
20 non-categorized aircraft. 
Airships: Zero. However, included in the 1,050

forums and workshops attended by more than
75,000 people, yours truly belted out his usual
“Airships: Past, Present and Future” presenta-
tion to his largest crowd to date. The EAA wasThis homemade roof offers Rick Larsen some protection. 

Charlie Becker’s VW Thing, ironically less “experimental”
than many other air-cooled vehicles in attendance. 

■ Richard G. VanTreuren | rgvant@juno.com



VW Autoist l 27

a most gracious host,
and the suggestion has
been made that we make
the presentation on their
website forums, with its
large audiences.
We do not have figures

on how many aircraft got
there under VW power.
Indeed, that might be dif-
ficult to calculate because
the sky’s the limit on
deciding what constitutes
VW motor-vation. A pop-
ular mod cuts a Beetle
engine in half to create a
lightweight powerplant
for ultralight-class air-
planes.
At last count, as made

by Kitplanes magazine’s annual engine issue,
there were four companies offering VW engine
aero conversions. Electronic ignitions... oil fil-
ters... fuel injection with ECUs... all the sort of
things that might have made it into production
VWs had there been any way to get the air
cooled engine to meet emission standards eco-
nomically back in the 70s.
If VW had any thoughts about possibly spon-

soring AirVenture given the obvious roots of a
relationship, they probably disappeared with

the emergence of water jackets in the early
1970s. However, Ford has sort of an aero story
if you count the Tri-Motor EAA maintains for
passenger flights. Ford has been a major pres-
ence at AirVenture for years. Beyond the huge
tent with fancy models and hosting breakfast
for EAA Chapter Presidents, the company pro-
duces a special car to be raffled off during the
show.
This writer highly recommends at least one

visit to AirVenture in your lifetime. VWCA

One of several Beetle engine aero-conversions. 
The airshow gets live coverage locally, touted by its full-
graphic VW Touareg. 

Camp Scholler, the famous temporary city created to accommodate tens of thousands
of AirVenture campers, contains a fair representation of VW RVs and mods all by itself.
We spotted this unusual twin-bus rooftop packing up when the show was over. Sacri-
lege or artful recycling? It’s all part of the experience.
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2016 CONVENTION MINUTES
The general membership meeting at the 61st VWCA Conven-

tion was called to order at 10:18 a.m. in Meeting Room of the
Rockford Holiday Inn on Saturday, July 9, 2016.

The usual review of local club information was made and cor-
rections and revisions were noted.

The President’s Report focused on the many benefits of
membership that may not be fully utilized by the members them-
selves. Our revamped website continues to have added features
that are accessible only to logged-in members. All are encour-
aged to register their user name and password to take advantage
of this instant information source. In addition, we now have a
Facebook page (facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica), which fre-
quently posts club information that can’t wait for the next AUTOIST

issue.
The Vice President reports that he is following up on a

request for local chapter information from a group in North Car-
olina. In addition, the VP has been posting news items on our
Facebook page.

No Secretary’s Report was filed, but the president stated that
the ballots and Wolfsburg Trophy judging processes were com-
pleted in time for the convention announcements.

The Treasurer’s Report was presented, and it was noted that
the club saw a modest gain from operations. The club is still on a
stable financial footing.

The Membership Secretary’s Report showed membership
levels to be relatively flat, although new member enrollments
grew by about 5 percent for the year. Membership remained
steady for most local chapters; one had a significant increase.
Membership retention continues to be an issue. It was noted that
member benefits are diluted when event entry fees are the same
for members and non-members alike. Why join if the benefits are
the same? In the past, one local charged more for non-members
or granted members a rebate for participation upon membership
renewal. This approach will be revisited.

The 2016 Oktoberfest will be on Sept. 23-24, 2016, in Koko-
mo, Ind.,, hosted by the City of Firsts VW Club. The 2017
Maifest will be in Ypsilanti, Mich., at the Michigan Vintage Festi-
val Weekend, date to be determined. The 2017 VWCA Conven-

tion is tentatively planned for the Elgin, Ill., in June. Watch the
AUTOIST and our website for details.
Local Club Activity: Several members described their month-

ly events including a “Garage Crawl” and high-tech fix-it days.
Some members are also associated with non-affiliated VW clubs
in their areas and have attended their events. A better connection
with water-cooled groups was suggested. One local chapter is
establishing a means for connecting members with outside enti-
ties seeking vintage VWs for weddings, photo shoots, movies,
etc. through Facebook.
Publicity and Advertising: We are currently sending addition-

al “showroom copies” of the AUTOIST to Friends of the Club par-
ticipants who requested them. We are also formulating a plan to
systematically update our Friends of the Club dealer listing,
because many dealerships have closed or changed owners in
recent years.
Old Business: The ballot-counting committee announced that

Cliff Leppke had been re-elected trustee-at-large for a three-year
term ending in September 2019. The incumbent national officers
were also re-elected for two-year terms ending in September
2018: Shell Tomlin, president; Tom Janiszewski, vice president;
and Gary Hanson, treasurer.  No secretary candidate appears on
the ballot this year, and two write-ins declined the position. We
will continue to seek an appointee for the office.
New Business: A general discussion of convention atten-

dance yielded an array of reasons for shrinking participation. Our
bylaws require an annual business meeting and the other fea-
tures — awards banquet, rallye, car show, tours, etc. — are
added to improve attendance.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:31 a.m.

2016 CONVENTION TRUSTEES MINUTES 
The meeting was called to order at 11:50 a.m. by Chairman

Fred Frank.
A committee was formed to study the possibility of eliminating

the annual convention. This would require a bylaws change and
possibly impact the provisions of our incorporation in the state of
Illinois. Fred Frank and Lynida Tomlin comprise the committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:59 a.m.

■CONVENTION, TRUSTEES MINUTES 
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questionable software — part of a condi-
tioning mode — did violate U.S. rules.
Many expected VW/Audi to quickly
resolve this snafu with a software
update. 
In August, U.S. authorities claimed

they discovered three software programs
that let 3.0 TDI engines shut down emis-
sions control systems after 22 minutes
of operation, according to the German
weekly Welt am Sonntag. Because the
EPA test runs for 20 minutes, the 22-
minute point appears to prevent detec-
tion of higher real-world emissions.
In July, the California Air Resources

Board rejected VW’s technical solution for its
3.0-liter TDIs. CARB, using language similar to
its January 2016 rejection of VW’s fix for its 2.0-
liter TDIs, says the proposed remedy is deficient.
Yet, neither VW nor CARB has signaled that a
massive buyback program for these TDIs is
expected.
Meanwhile, VW got German regulatory

approval, in August, to fix an additional 460,000
diesel vehicles in Europe. 

■CIVIL DIS-
COURSE: During
the 2.0-liter TDI set-
tlement comment
period, Consumers
Union (publisher of
Consumer Reports)
suggested several
desirable improve-
ments. One, the
buyback price based
on the clean trade in
value is justified but
that it should be
revised. The con-
sumer watchdog
group argues that
something closer to
the retail price

would be fairer. VW offers compensation money
(at least $5,100) to cover this. 
And two, those who opt for VW’s emissions fix

and then don’t like how their cars perform
should be able to participate in the buyback pro-
gram. Those who aren’t happy with their cars
after they’ve been modified get the compensation
money.
Consumers Union also wants stronger recall

requirements, such as staggered targets, to get
polluting cars off the roads. 
Overall, CU says it is pleased with many facets

of the diesel deal but wants stronger protections
for consumers. 

■WORLDWIDE SALES: Just like last year, VW
hits the midpoint in the 2016 sales year besting
Toyota. The company sold 5.1 million units, tak-
ing the top spot in worldwide vehicle sales.
That’s remarkable. The VW brand has lost trac-
tion in key markets. Nonetheless, VW is selling
vehicles, though profits are down. If VW’s other
brands keep doing well, the VW Group might sell
more than 10 million vehicles worldwide this
year. 
Top-selling Toyota has lost ground this year

for a number of reasons. One, supplier and pro-
duction troubles caused by natural disasters
have cut production. Another is slumping
demand for its hybrid models. Toyota recently

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST

contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
leppke.cliff@gmail.com. 



VW Autoist l 31

launched an all-new Prius that’s
improved in many ways, but in the
U.S. sales volume has slipped. 

■HACKED VWS: European
researchers claim that tens of mil-
lions of VW/Audi cars built since
the mid-1990s are vulnerable to
theft, due to keyless entry systems
that can be cheaply hacked. Com-
puter security experts at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham published a
paper revealing how they were
able to clone VW remote keyless
entry controls by eavesdropping
on drivers who pressed their
key fobs. If one catches
the signal emitted when
unlocking or locking a
VW, it’s possible to
have enough info to
make a “key” that
gives a crook access
to the car. 
The latest Golf

uses a different
keyless system. It
isn’t as easily
hacked. 
When

researchers dis-
covered this,
they discussed
the situation with
VW and the suppli-
er that designed the
lock system. VW in 2013 obtained
a restraining order that led
researchers publishing another
paper to omit an important detail
that would have made it simple for
thieves to attack VW’s cars.
The latest paper, “Lock It and

Still Lose It: On the (In)Security of
Automotive Remote Keyless Entry
Systems,” was presented a securi-
ty conference in Austin, Texas, in
August.

In July, Bloomberg News report-
ed how hackers halted a Jeep
Cherokee. Previously, FCA
announced recalls to address vehi-
cle security. It’s also known that
sophisticated thieves can repro-
gram key codes to steal some FCA
products. Experts say hacking
poses a risk to a broad range of
vehicles besides VWs and FCA
products.

■PICK UP A PICKUP: In June, I
attended Honda’s new Ridgeline
pickup picnic in Chicago. Because
VW doesn’t offer a similar vehicle

for U.S. buyers, you might
take a look. The Honda is
based on a front-drive
platform that’s been
beefed up for heavy-
duty use. The interior
is roomy, and the plas-
tic rear bed liner that’s
also a loudspeaker has
under-floor stowage that
can be used as an ice
chest. The onboard invert-
er can supply 120vac for
certain tasks. 

■AUCTION ACTION: Mecum
Auction’s John Kraman, whom
you might have seen on

NBCSN, let your correspondent
look behind the scenes at the auto
auction business during a July
luncheon in Chicago. 
He says Mecum employs nine

semis to move gear to auction
sites. About 250 people run the
auction, with 40 involved in TV
production. The upcoming Chica-
go auction at the Schaumburg
Convention Center on Oct. 6-8
will feature 1,000 vehicles. 
Kraman says Mecum now ranks

No. 1 in the world for the ➤
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number of collector cars offered at auction annu-
ally — 15,000 vehicles a year. He claims $100
million in sales from 13 events. 
Mecum offers two selling options: One, you can

list your car with a reserve. The fee: $250 to
$1,500. The commission is 10 percent of the sale
price. Two, if you list your vehicle without a
reserve, the fee is waived and the commission is
5 percent.
Besides consigning vintage or antique cars,

Mecum accepts late-model muscle and exotic
vehicles. 
To combat “outside of fence” sale of consigned

vehicles, Mecum’s sales contract
requires a commission if the vehi-
cle is sold within three weeks of its
auction listing. 
The buyer pays a 10 percent com-

mission too, plus fees. A ticket to an
auction is $30. Qualified bidders
must have a license, a credit card
with $500 authorization, and a
checkbook. There are no credit lim-
its. If you go for the car on the
“block,” the buyer becomes the owner
the moment of the hammer stamp.
Mecum holds the title for several
weeks to protect each party. The seller
gets paid in full after the car is sold.
There are three types of buyers: pri-
vate individuals, those who flip cars
and big collectors. 
Kraman says the psychological

aspects, or spirit of selling and buying
at auction, is exciting. This is one reason why
selling the car without a reserve is encouraged
by Mecum’s fee structure. 
Mecum wants the process to be transparent. It

requires the consignee to provide evidence of
their vehicle’s provenance. The goal: avoid stolen
vehicles or those with altered identities. Of the
26 million collector cars in the USA, about 1 per-
cent change hands each year. 

■UPDATING DIESEL SETTLEMENT: The court

agreement in July officially opened the way for
buybacks and fixes of VW’s 2.0-liter TDI cars. VW
offers two options: fixing your car and giving
you a restitution payment or selling your car to
VW and giving you the same restitution payout.
There’s no reason to rush to your dealer; restitu-
tion and buyback allowances are frozen based on
September 2016 “clean” values, with no deduc-
tions for cracked windshields or door dings.
Owner eligibility determines settlements, too,

involve three classes: eligible owners, eligible
lessees and eligible sellers. Check vwcourtsettle-

ment.com for further details. You’ll
need your VIN. 
Dealership program ambassa-

dors are training dealers to
assure their readiness. By mid-
October, buyback transactions
begin for those with approved
documentation. The program
ends December 2017.
VW’s dealers say they’ve been

told that tests of TDI emissions
modifications show little to no
effects on fuel mileage or per-
formance. While this remains
to be proven, it’s a sign that
those who’d like to keep driv-
ing their TDIs might be
pleased with VW’s emissions

fix. Earlier reports said VW’s
repairs did not meet clean-air
rules. Also, sources say VW
dealers might be able to sell

their inventories of new 2015 TDI vehicles come
this October. In contrast, VW still hasn’t certified
its 2016 TDI models. So, those cars cannot be
sold. Expect VW to also offer loyalty money for
people who opt to purchase or lease a new VW. 
While we’ve heard news that a 3.0-liter TDI

settlement is near, and then learned that the Cal-
ifornia Air Resources Board nixed it, any plan
for these V-6 TDIs remains on hold; VW must
first settle the 2.0-liter TDI fiasco. 
Meanwhile, VW has suspended sales of its
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VW distributed a 30-page
booklet detailing the specifics
of the diesel settlement. 
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diesel vehicles in South Korea, due to its use of
emission-cheating software. Korean authorities
are investigating VW’s wrongdoing. 
In the USA, three states moved forward with

lawsuits against the automaker for violating
environmental rules and a cover-up of evidence
that VW broke those rules by its former and cur-
rent CEOs. Earlier this month, VW agreed to pay
$86 million in penalties to California. This
money is not part of the larger $15 billion settle-
ment revealed in June 2016.
VW has added additional $2.4 billion to cover

continuing legal risks in the U.S. VWCA

DUNE
outsides are white or black.
In the go department, the Beetle’s engine is

usually well behaved, but the transmission
rushes to top gear. You can solve that by select-
ing Sport rather than Drive. This, however,
blocks upshifts into sixth gear unless you have
set the cruise control. Engine rpm at 60: about
1,800. 
Compared with the 2.5-liter 2011 Beetle’s sus-

pension and inline five cylinder engine, this car
is much better composed, with improved steer-
ing and a revised rear suspension imparting
greater driving precision. And fuel economy is
much better. I netted 31 mph overall. The EPA
says: 25 city, 34 highway and 28 combined. Get
serious, and the vehicle responds to lead-foot
driving with controlled pushing. It’s not as crisp
as the new Golf.
Guiding your way are fog lamps that becomes

cornering lamps—a nice trick. Other helpful
items: a rearview camera and Park Pilot, VW’s
front and rear park distance control, which kicks
in when you select reverse. Aural and visual
alerts help you avoid parking encounters of the
expensive kind. A 6.3-inch touchscreen infotain-
ment system paired well with my phone. 
For some, looks are everything. And that

might be good enough reason to go Dune. The
additional ground clearance and those fancy
wheels, however, aren’t enough to make this a
true Baja racer.
The Dune’s pricing: about $25,000 for starters,

$25,065 with the yellow outer shell. Whether
that deal sends swarms of buyers into VW show-
rooms is something that you must determine.
For this reviewer, the base GTI is a better

value. Its asking price is about the same. But it’s
in an entirely different league—with more power,
better reflexes and nearly wagon-like practicality.
Drive the GTI and you’ll discover that this uber
box creams the Beetle. Which raises the ques-
tion: why not a Dune GTI? As it is, the Dune
reminds one of the 1972 Baja Bug. It’s snazzy
eye candy that celebrates VW’s heritage. VWCA

■CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

In late August, Volkswagen agreed to pay 652U.S. dealers about $1.2 billion, as fallout from
the diesel emissions scandal continued to play
havoc with domestic sales. 
Responding to dealer demand, VW is promis-

ing a wider model range and lower prices to
boost sales.
The shift to a more mass-market strategy is

part of a settlement to compensate dealers for
losses suffered over the cheating scandal. 
While the European market remains strong for

VW, its hit-and-miss strategy in North America is
reflected in its sales numbers, made even worse
by the scandal. 
VW’s market share in Europe stands at 10 per-

cent, while it’s dropped to 1.7 percent in the Unit-
ed States. Sales here have fallen nearly 14 per-
cent through July while industrywide deliveries
rose 1.3 percent, according to industry sources.  
Analysts blame much of VW’s woes for failing

to offer the kinds of cars Americans want to buy.
Though SUVs are highly popular, VW’s compact
Tiguan is considered to be too small and too
expensive while the five-seat Touareg falls short
of cheaper, seven-passenger competitors. 
The settlement resolves a lawsuit from U.S.

dealers and resellers, who accused the automak-
er of fraud and false advertising. The amount
raises to $16.5 billion the amount VW is paying
to resolve litigation in the U.S. VWCA

VW to compensate dealers; 
car buyers will see lower prices 
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos).
Non-member rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15
cents per additional word. Photos are additional $5
each. Includes posting on vwclub.org website with
color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID num-
ber or pay in advance. Ads may be revised to meet
space limitations. Photos to be returned must be
accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send to
VWCA Classified Ads, 1554 Roanoak Ave., Aurora IL
60506. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to
vwclub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: NIVA member selling this awesome OG early
Beetle REAR bumper. Complete with brackets. Great condi-
tion, has a tiny ding and one small dent on left side overrider.
Wolfsburg West sells a reproduction for $419 and that
doesn’t include the brackets. The RMM box is for storage
only;  the bumper came off a 1962 Beetle. $300 OBO. Do not
pass this one up — must see to appreciate! Pick up in
Bartlett, IL. Contact Kirk, FIREBUGMAN@aol.com.
FOR SALE: 1996 Golf III
GL, 15,000 miles, 4 door,
Suede Silver Metallic
with Suede Beige interior.
New tires, every repair
and service bill available.
Added remote starter
and door lock opener.
VW serviced. Truly like new. Always garaged. One family
owned – mother to adult son. Originally purchased
10/20/1995 for $13,030. For a collector or VW Golf lover.
Someone who wants a fabulous car with no problems. Noth-
ing like it. Originally designed by Giorgetto Giugiaro. A practi-
cal, comfortable and versatile car. $9,000 firm. Call Avery at

314-308-2628.
FOR SALE: 1979
Rabbit parts: 2
doors (2-door), 2
hatchbacks (red,
silver), 1 left quar-
ter panel, 3
bumpers (1 with
trailer hitch). Any
offers over scrap
price will be con-
sidered. For more info, call Rod at (260) 466-7127 (IN).
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publish-
ers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual
$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118,
(206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.
FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36
horsepower, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc
dual port. Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen & Audi parts. John’s
Car Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180
or email johnsccorner@gmail.com.
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0,
2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines
by Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker
Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).

CALIFORNIA: Sanford Pyron, Eureka

FLORIDA: Robby Finklea, Atlantic Beach; Steven Wolf, Boca Raton;

Michael Patrick Walsh, St. Petersburg

ILLINOIS: John Gross, Carol Stream; Mike Mailloux, Elgin; John Shu-

bert, Geneva; Patrick Stewart, Oak Park; Darren Herde, Oswego;

Wayne Palmer, Villa Park

MICHIGAN: Mark Clancy, Westland

NEW HAMPSHIRE: John Wilusz, Hampton

NEW YORK: Jeffrey Sardis, Dix Hills; J. Nelson Happy, New York City

OHIO: David Stauss, Deer Park; Steve Dominish, Perry

VERMONT: Peter White, Tunbridge



■SILVER MEDALS

■ MOVING?: The AUTOIST is not automatically forwarded to your new address. Please send your address changes
promptly to Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60542. Or notify by email to vwclub@aol.com.
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Two of the three iconic VWCA local club trophies on display at the VWCA convention in July. The Woodbury Dunn Tro-
phy (safety award at left) honors a member killed in a car crash in 1956. The Wolfsburg Trophy, which is awarded to the
most active local club, is 20 inches in diameter and hand-engraved, with an almost full-size VW steering wheel, horn
ring and Wolfsburg Crest in the center bearing the inscription “Donated to the Volkswagen Club of America” (in 1959 by
VW of America). The names of 37 local clubs of the day are engraved around the perimeter. Both awards are made of
sterling silver and were retired in 1995 because of the lack of room for new winners and for security concerns. 
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