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■ E-GOLF: VW’s new all-elec-
tric model is affordable and will-
ing, and it’s a gas to drive.  

■ PASSAT SEL: Midsize cars
are out of style, but VW makes a
strong case for this one. 

■ NIVA VW-FEST: In northeast
Illinois, the car show season
ends with quite a bang. 

VW slams doors
on Golf models      
In another sign of the times,VWoA is blaming weak
demand in its decision to
discontinue the two-door
Golf. This also means the
demise of the once iconic
three-port GTI. The AUTOIST
got wind of this change
months ago via a dealer con-
tact. When we asked VW’s
PR rep to verify, we were
told there would be a 2017
two-door model. In June, VW
introduced the 2017 Golf
specs: the only two-door ver-
sion was a GTI in S trim.
Come September, the

AUTOIST went shopping and
discovered that the two-door
Golf and GTI were gone—
four-doors only. Later during
the Alltrack introduction, a
VW product specialist con-
firmed that you can get your
Golf anyway you want—as
long as it has four side
doors. 
While those four ports are

practical, fewer but larger
ones make tall drivers happy.
Plus, the B pillar’s shift rear-
ward improves shoulder belt
fit. 

There was a time when the
word Volkswagen meant a
two-door car—as in Beetle,
Karmann Ghia, Squareback
and Fastback. The Bus was
an exception. And do you
remember the days when
nearly every car line offered
a two-door sedan, wagon or
coupe? Heck, even the portly
Chevy Monte Carlo and late
’70s T-Bird were vehicles
atop the sales charts. Come
to think of it, two-door pick-
ups were once the norm.

■DIRTY DIESEL UPDATE:
In October, U.S. District
Judge Charles Breyer accept-
ed the $10.6 billion settle-
ment, clearing the way for
VW to commence buying
back its 2.0-liter TDI vehi-
cles. Owners have until Sept.
1, 2018, to accept VW’s offer
in the largest class-action
settlement in the history of
the U.S. auto industry.
Through mid-October,

more than 336,000 VW own-
ers have filed for compensa-
tion under VW’s settlement
plan. While most affected
TDI owners have found VW’s
terms acceptable, some
opted not to accept VW’s

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

■TURN TO PAGE 29



■ELECTRIC CONCEPT: It’s full speed ahead for
VW in its goal to make electric-powered vehicles
affordable and practical. At the Paris Motor
Show, VW rolled out its I.D. Concept, a preview of
the all-electric vehicle targeted for rollout as
early as 2020. VW says the new model would be
priced like a gasoline-powered Golf and have a
300-mile range. 
■ATLAS, EXPLAINED: As part of the rollout of
its new seven-passenger three-row crossover to
be called Atlas, VWoA has unveils the first install-
ment of “ORIGINS,” an eight-part video series
that explores the new midsize SUV, from concept
to creation. View the series at bit.ly/2ejY0jR.
■FOUR-DOOR FASTBACK: Inspired by the
Sport Coupe Concept GTE unveiled at the Gene-
va auto show in 2015, VW is working on a four-
door fastback model more expensive than its
midsize Passat but cheaper than the phased out
Phaeton luxury sedan, Bloomberg reported. The
sleek model, which resembles the current CC,
would be targeted at European as well as over-

seas markets including the U.S., a VW
spokesman said. 
■DOCUMENTARY ON VW ADS: The iconic VW
advertising of the 1960s is the subject of a short
documentary by British filmmaker Joe Marcanto-
nio, called “Remember Those Great Volkswagen
Ads?” The film mixes archival footage with inter-
views to present a commentary from those who
either contributed to the work of ad company
DDB or were influenced by its style. Watch the
video at bit.ly/2dOXMDw.

■VW GROUP SALES RISE: VW Group’s world-
wide vehicle sales rose 7.1 percent during Sep-
tember. For the first nine months of 2016, its
vehicle sales climbed 2.5 percent to 7.6 million.
In Europe, vehicle sales are up, too, but less than
the market overall. Thus the VW Group’s market
share declined.

■TIGUAN: VW’s newly redesigned Tiguan is the
winner of the German Design Award in the
Transportation category. The award is the fifth
won this year by the new Tiguan for outstanding
automotive design. The new model is longer,
wider and lower in height compared to its prede-
cessor. 

■FUEL LEAKS: VW and Audi are recalling
334,000 vehicles due to potential fuel leaks. No
fires or injuries have been reported. Models:
2009-12 Q5, 2007-12 Q7, 2012-13 A6/A7, 2015-
16 Golf and Audi A3.  
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■FROM THE ARCHIVES

■ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2006: VW’s latest
design concept borrows from its yesteryear coupe,
the Scirocco, an idea the company calls as a per-
spective on the sports car
of tomorrow. The
VW Iroc fea-
tures four
seats, a
sleek
design
and a tur-
bocharged
engine. In
August 2006,
VW displayed the
reinterpretation of the
successful Scirocco idea in a world premiere in
Berlin — the Iroc concept, taking its name from
the original Scirocco. 

■ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1996: The 1997 VW
offerings should be available in showrooms by the
time you read this, and the theme this year is “value
and sportiness.” Look for the new TDI turbo-direct-
injection diesels in the Golf and Jetta and a new
sporty GT Jetta model. The Cabrio comes in two ver-
sions, one that’s $2,000 cheaper than the previous
model. The four-cylinder Passat is history, and 1997
will be the last year for the current model before the
fifth-generation Passat makes its debut in 1998.

■ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1986: Oct. 6 marked
the first day of production of VW’s Jetta at the com-
pany’s Westmoreland assembly plant in Pennsylva-

nia. Jetta production was set at five cars a day for
the first week but were to reach a 100-a-day level in
December. A manager said the U.S. Jettas “will be
the equal of Jettas built at Volkswagen’s home plant
in West Germany.” 

■ NOVEMBER 1976: It has been learned
that the EPA is testing a diesel engine-
equipped VW Rabbit, believed to be a
Pickup model. The 1.5-liter four-
cylinder diesel, a VW design, is said
to develop 50 hp with a fuel con-
sumption well above 30 mpg. Accord-

ing to insiders, the same engine could
also be installed in the somewhat smaller

VW Polo and Audi 50, as well as in some of the
new VW trucks.  

■ DECEMBER 1966: VW says its 1967 Beetle not
only looks different but also incorporates more
major improvements than ever before. Many of them
— including one exterior change — are American-
inspired. Among the changes are on the front fend-
ers, which have been slightly reshaped to provide a
new headlight mounting.     

■ NOVEMBER 1956: The November issue was
devoted entirely to the pros, cons of supercharging
the 36 hp Beetle to improve performance and includ-
ed the following comparisons: From 0-50 mph, a
stock engine took 19.5 seconds compared to 11.6 for
a supercharged car; 0-60 mph was 30.2 and 16.8 sec-
onds; 40-50 mph in fourth gear was 12.5 and 8.2 sec-
onds. Gas mileage was 32 mpg and 28 mpg. 

10 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO
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■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

W’s award-winning Golf family includes
one member that doesn’t have an engine
under its hood. No, this isn’t an old Bug
joke. Instead, it’s the e-Golf powered by

lithium ion 323-volt battery pack developed with
Panasonic that sup-
plies 24.2 kWh to a
VW-built 115-hp (85
kW) AC motor that
drives a single-
speed transmission.
An electronics mod-

ule converts the battery’s DC to AC. The liquid-
cooled motor’s max rpm: 12,000. 
One plugs this machine into an electrical out-

let. Fully charged, 246 individual prismatic cells
provide a maximum of 115 miles before a

recharge. Based on
my test drive, the
actual range is clos-
er to 80 miles; VW
claims 70-90 miles;
the EPA says 83
miles. Range varies

e-GOLF

GOING 
ELECTRIC
Affordable and willing, 
it’s a gas to drive

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

V
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due to driving condi-
tions. It will go far-
ther, for example, if
you don’t use the air
conditioner. Expect
VW to increase
range to 124 miles
in the 2017 model,
when an expected
35.8 kWh battery slips
under the car’s center
tunnel and rear seat.
VWoA will not confirm
this upgrade, but Ger-
man executives say it’s
likely. 
When VW designed

the Golf’s modular
toolkit, an electrified
version was part of the
mix. The e-Golf, there-
fore, looks like other
Golfs. It dons several
aerodynamic upgrades,
including radiator
shutters and special
wheels. Wide
205/55X16 low-rolling
resistance tires help
the Golf eke out a few
more miles, yet offer
spirited handling. Spe-
cial C-shaped LED run-
ning lights and blue-
themed badges set this
model apart. The spa-
cious compact has as
much passenger and
cargo space as any other Golf. VW, however,
deleted the spare tire and its stowage spot.
Instead, there’s an inflator kit. 
At 3,391 pounds the e-Golf weighs 368 pounds

more than the gas TSI version. The battery
weighs 701 pounds. Instead of a tachometer, you
get a meter for recuperative braking, amount of
power used and whether the motor is ready; the
fuel gauge in now a charge indicator, and the
temperature gauge morphs into an available

power indicator. An
8-inch infotainment
touchscreen lets you
view where the
power goes, plus
power consumption
and range. The nec-
essary info is avail-
able, but it requires

riffling through
menus. The instru-
ment panel’s turtle
icon warns you of a
drained battery. When
you’ve hit 20 miles to
depletion, the electri-
cal system’s last rights
invoke a multi-step
shutdown process. 
How does the E-Golf

drive? It’s a gas. The
front-drive electric
motor, which has three
propulsion profiles
(Normal, 115 hp, 87
mph tops; Eco, 94 hp,
72 mph; Eco +, 74 hp,
60 mph), instantly
responds to your right
foot. From about 10
mph to 60 mph the
thing is a hoot—torque
is a healthy 199 lb.-ft.
When floored, the
nearly silent drive sys-
tem—VW adds a
whirring sound to help
you know it’s running

at low speeds—chirps its front tires, pins you
back in the seats and charges toward expressway
speeds with a giddy gallop. It’s not Tesla Ludi-
crous. Nonetheless, this relatively affordable
electric car is eager, ready for everyday driving.
If you select Eco +, the go pedal requires more
effort. Press that pedal to the floor and an over-
ride switch lets you summon all 115 ponies. Zero
to 62: 10.4 seconds. 
Because the sound of an internal combustion➤
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E-GOLF
engine is missing, you’ll want to
hold back on spirited romps; the
thing goes faster than it feels.
Also, exploring all if its go poten-
tial rapidly reduces battery charge. 
I gingerly approached my week-

long test of VW’s electric Golf. It’s
not like the gas Golf; the infra-
structure for it isn’t fully devel-
oped. It’s sold only in states that
have zero emission vehicle rules—
California, Connecticut, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jer-
sey, New York, Oregon, Rhode
Island and Vermont (but an e-Golf
can be purchased in one of those
states and serviced by VW in all
50); and the battery charge needle
moves quickly to “empty.” A fill-up isn’t easily
found in the Milwaukee metro area despite the
region’s history of making batteries, motors and
their controllers. 
Furthermore, recharging takes hours. One can

eke out more miles between charges via recuper-
ative braking. This VW defaults in a non-recuper-
ative mode—brakes feel like a gas car. By tap-
ping the shift lever sideways you can pick one of

three regenerative braking rates that slow the
car by redirecting energy into the battery. When
deployed, they generate the same sensation you
get when you remove your foot from a 1200cc
Bug’s vertical pedal. Pulling the stout shifter
rearward also enables full recuperation. One can
deftly manipulate coasting and slowing via the
shifter. 
Going electric is viable for many commuters. I

managed to trek 354 miles without a
weeklong hitch. The navigation sys-
tem’s trip computer helped me deter-
mine where I could travel before
recharging. The EPA estimates that
this e-machine gets 116 MPGe—a
figure that gives you an idea of how
much less the zero tailpipe emis-
sions Golf costs to “fuel.” 
The car’s combined charging sys-

tem accepts three charging levels
and comes with a Level 1 portable
charging adapter that plugs into a
120 VAC outlet. This Delphi-sup-
plied device automatically selects
charge rate, which at my home
means 8-12 amps. My nearly 70
miles going to work and other
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errands each day required a 17-hour recharge—
too long to fully replenish the battery before my
next shift. Happily, the going- to-work part is
eight miles. Therefore, I completed charging by
plugging in at work. 
A Level 2 charger plugs into a 230 VAC outlet.

This cuts charge time to four hours. Bosch offers
these for home use; most “public” charging sta-
tions have this level. A Level 3 DC quick-charg-
ing station takes less than an hour for an 80 per-
cent charge. This can be used intermittently, as
regular use will damage the battery. 
To wend my way via electrical current, VW pro-

vided a ChargePoint card. It’s a ticket to a
nationwide network of 18,000 charging stations.
The e-Golf’s navigation system lists charging
points, locates nearby stations and offers details
such as charge type and price—some are free.
After picking one, just touch the screen and
you’ll be directed toward the charger. VW offers
free out-of-charge 100-mile towing to your home,
VW E Mobility dealer or an SAEJ1772 plug/com-
bination charger. Taxi service is also available.
This all sounds wonderful in theory. In prac-

tice, I ran into several glitches even though I
checked ChargePoint’s website. Several charge
points were inside parking garages or behind
locked fences. Some were not open 24 hours.
Two wouldn’t accept the ChargePoint pass and

worse, the sole Level 3 charger I found (Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Milwaukee) had a paper note that
said it was out of service. Also, that device’s con-
necter didn’t match VW’s socket. Hosed! One
must verify whether a charger is compatible—the
Golf’s navigation system may send you to an
incompatible charging station. 
Calls to ChargePoint were not returned. A vir-

tual voice that answered the phone directed me
to voicemail. Often ChargePoint’s phone system
dropped my calls. One tip from Wayne Gerdes of
Clean MPG: Nissan dealers have 24/7 chargers
that support its Leaf and other EVs. 
On the flip side, ChargePoint announced

improved charging station infrastructure on the
East and West coasts. Furthermore, VW will like-
ly fund the EV charging station system with
money pledged from its diesel settlement.
ChargePoint’s lawyers argue that VW’s big
money must be carefully used lest VW use it to
establish an electric vehicle charging system that
leans toward its own corporate interests. VW,
however, says its pollution offset funds are
administered by an independent agency.
Charging mimics refueling. You plug a nozzle-

like connector into a socket that’s placed➤
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E-GOLF
behind a gas Golf’s fuel door. Given this
car’s LED headlights and complete array
of interior convenience LEDs, including
one behind the front door grip, you’d
expect socket illumination. No such luck.
Next to that socket are LEDs. They indi-
cate whether you’re plugged in and charg-
ing. A nearby sticker explains LED colors
and their blink codes. To unplug, you
must unlock the car. At one charge spot,
the wall charger’s blue light indicated that
it was charging, but the Golf’s two amber
charge-door LEDs meant connected, not
charging. When charging, one LED will
blink green. The car’s instrument panel
charging icon was on and the info screen’s
pictograph showed estimated charge time.
Great! These things talk to each other, but
the indicator next to the socket was correct. No
juice. 
When that didn’t work, I headed to Milwaukee

Area Technical College’s Downtown campus.
There, I found a ChargePoint behind an open
gate. I backed in, plugged in and charged for
free. BMW dealers, Nissan dealers and some
Kohl’s department stores offer free charging. But
Kohl’s didn’t work after 10 p.m. The former Con-
cours BMW’s ChargePoint (Glendale, Wis.) offers
free 24/7 charging. It worked. International
BMW’s charger (West Allis, Wis.) didn’t.  
Finding ChargePoints is challenging. You’ll

develop an extra sense for where they’re hidden.
A website supplies pictures — useful — but not
always clear. The vehicle’s nav system sends you
to a street address, not the charge station itself.
In some cases, you’ll have to weave your way
through parking lots, alleys even several blocks
from the navigation system’s posted destination. 
So far, I’ve focused on how one “juices” the

Golf and then monitors energy consumption.
This skips the best part: the Golf’s good driving
manners. As with all new Golfs, the interior is
well trimmed. Steering is accurate with some
road feedback—the same good man-machine
interface that makes all other Golfs so delicious.

Handling is very good. The Bridgestone Ecopia
tires offer adequate grip. Despite the extra
weight, the e-Golf has alert steering. It comes
with the GTI’s cross-differential feature that
sharpens turn-in. VW added sound absorbing
materials to further diminish wind and road
noise to match the nearly silent power train. 
The e-Golf has quirks: one is the automatic cli-

mate control. It’s programmed to reduce the
energy consumption. Untweaked, A/C output is
barely adequate on hot, humid days. A heat-
pump system assists the interior electric heating
system — not tried. 
Compared with the Nissan Leaf and Mitsubishi

i-MiEV, the e-Golf is bigger, sportier and more
comfortable. And it drives like a car, not a motor-
ized appliance. You might say it’s watts of fun. It
lists for $36,415 in SEL Premium trim. A lower-
priced model with fewer amenities is available.
Either is eligible for a federal $7,500 tax credit.
State tax credits are available, too. 
Currently, the e-Golf is viable. Nonetheless, a

robust nationwide charging infrastructure and
greater range would win more converts. Unlike
the Leaf, which nearly all Nissan dealers sell
and service, only select VW dealers handle the e-
Golf. VWCA

Charging the e-Golf. Lower LED confirms connection; upper
green light blinks when charging. 
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■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

hile Willie Nelson doesn’t actually drive
the yellow Bug in a TV spot for the
2017 VW Passat, True Willie Band’s
Roger Hegyi does. He looks like the

real McCoy. This ad with its “On the Road Again”
music-bed ad demonstrates how VW’s blind-spot
detection, rear-traffic alert and forward-collision
warning help drivers avoid mishaps. Some fea-
tures are now standard equipment. For example
forward-collision warning with braking is avail-
able on all models for 2017. Moreover, when VW
advertises its safety gear, marketing experts say
people flock to the firm’s website. 

This review examines the refreshed for 2016
Passat SEL Premium. It’s loaded with everything
you can get on the 2017 version. You might say
the revamped Passat is navigating a midsize
sedan life-cycle crisis. In the U.S., the family-size
Passat’s market segment is shrinking—losing
ground to crossovers. The situation is dire. It’s
so bad that FCA will drop the all-new last-year
Chrysler 200 and has already suspended produc-
tion of the Dodge Dart. Nonetheless, plenty of
people still buy these mainstream sedans. 
This vehicle preference shift, however, throws

a wrench in VW’s American comeback plan 

PASSAT SEL

MAKING A
SPLASH

VW offers a strong case
for a midsize rebound

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

W

➤
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predicated on the Chattanooga-built
Passat. Back in 2011, the Passat arrived
on TV as “The Force.” Later that year,
demand for the 2012 Passat outpaced
production. It easily outsold the richer-
trimmed and more expensive smaller
German-made car that it replaced.
Things changed.
To reboot VW’s think-big sedan, VW

planned to make hay with a face lift
and equipment upgrades. The car’s fall
2015 New York City intro, however, was
short-circuited by media frenzy over
VW’s dirty diesels. Plus the updated
Passat’s playbook reminds one of the
1950s when the low-priced three intro-
duced flashy chariots called the Fair-
lane, Impala and Fury. That’s because VW offers
high-tech ’50s futuristic features that up the Pas-
sat’s price into the luxury car price range. 
Steep discounts, however, are available. The

car I’m reviewing incorporates several of the Pas-
sat’s mechanical refinements such as the 1.8-liter
turbocharged four-cylinder mill that replaced the
2012 Passat’s less refined 2.5-liter five-pot
engine. Both engines are rated 170 hp, but the
turbo sounds better and ekes out significantly
more miles per gallon—something any family-
minded buyer would approve.
New for 2016: exterior updates. For example,

the hood now has nautical-like strakes, extra
bling adorns the bumpers and lamps. Its bolder
grille, topped by an accent bar that flows into
the headlamps, looks sleeker. At the back, a simi-
lar chrome strip across the trunk lid flows into
the rear lamps. There’s a newfound gem-like
glint, further enhanced by the SEL’s squinty LED
headlamps. But the “greenhouse” remains con-
servative; it eschews fastback styling that’s in
vogue these days. VW offers the CC for the Euro
fashion-forward. Don’t fear this outmoded shape,
it’s actually a bonus; ingress and egress are
excellent (doors open wide) and your view for-
ward and to the sides is tops. 
Interior trimmings are jazzier with jewelry

inspired metal-like accents topping the gray-
toned wood-like inlays. The smart leather-
wrapped flat-bottom steering wheel comes from
the GTI. The tester’s vast sea of gray plastics,
some pieces nicely coated, others faux leather
grained, rate fair. Plus unlined storage bins and
non-chilled glove compartment aren’t on par
with a Golf. And the center armrest slides fore
and aft but doesn’t ratchet upward. When the tab
is $35,090, you’d expect finer materials. Fit was
good, however. 
Unseen: improved crash protection. VW’s Mark

Gillies says the folks and Volks reinforced the
unitbody to up occupant protection in the IIHS
offset impact test. The Passat scored well in
occupant protection. It also pulled off yet anoth-
er coup when the forward-collision avoidance
system performed well enough to earn a Top
Safety Pick Plus. I didn’t confirm how well
autonomous braking functioned, but I was sur-
prised that it usually did nothing when confront-
ed with a possible forward strike. 
However, the forward collision warning did

kick in when using the adaptive cruise control.
ACC adjusts vehicle speed to maintain a driver-
selected gap in traffic or the desired cruising
speed. In this case, an audible and visual alert
told me to apply the brakes when it noticed a

PASSAT
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stopped vehicle ahead at an expressway off
ramp. The instrument panel’s pictographs are
bright and logical, making it easy to under-
stand vehicle behavior. Unlike some cars with
ACC, where it’s too easy to set the cruise con-
trol speed to, say, 90 mph because the car
won’t accelerate when you push the + button
due to a vehicle ahead, the Passat deserves
kudos for set-speed control clarity. 
Press start. The 170-hp direct-injection

engine springs to life. It’s mated to a conven-
tional six-speed automatic transmission that
sometimes shifts harshly, as though it were
VW’s direct shift gearbox. It’s not. I netted a
decent 31 mpg overall with the trip computer
indicating 36 mpg on one highway trip. The
EPA says 25 mpg city, 38 highway, 29 com-
bined, a major leap in Passat fuel economy.
Plus this turbo drinks regular fuel. And it’s
tranquil as Temazepam in “D,” churning
about 2,000 rpm at 70 mph; 1,800 at 60. In
sum, the American Passat now has a highly com-
petitive go train. The ultra-frugal diesel version
is grounded. 
Front seat room is generous. The forward

thrones have long seat bottoms and supportive
backrests. Both front seats and the rear outboard
positions are heated. The same story unfolds in
the aft section. Rear legroom is generous—on
par with full-size cars. The rear bench’s bottom
cushion could offer more thigh support, but
three adults can climb in; the firm center posi-
tion with a fold-down armrest is habitable. One
bonus, the front and rear door inner panels have
soft-touch upper padding. Door inserts abutting
their armrests are also pliable. In contrast, the
rear wheel arches and parcel shelf are hard plas-
tic, as is the trunk lid liner.

■PASSAT PERKS: The Passat SEL is loaded
with fantasy-car stuff—sans Dagmars and tail-
fins, of course. For your bachelor pad road mis-
sile, there’s the optional Fender sound system.
Its voice clarity and sound field impress. Drivers
get an extra treat: a tweeter at each rear door’s
front edge enhances stereophonic exhibitions.
Whether this woos your companion, I cannot say,
but VW makes front-seat shenanigans difficult

because the left one doesn’t fully recline—a set-
back for those who take a wayside in-the-car nap
on long trips. The trunk-mounted subwoofer
reduces cargo depth, although I must admit that
those who checked out this ride were stunned—
this is a VW? That’s what they’d say with high
praise for the car’s spacious interior and gener-
ous aft stowage. 
For drivers, the Passat also sparkles. Its elec-

tronic power steering is responsive with some
road sense—very nice by current standards. But
the spooky Lane Keep Assist, which queasily
moves the steering wheel in order to keep the
car centered in its lane, feels strange. An instru-
ment cluster icon turns green when it sees road
stripes. That means the LKA is operating. LKA
nudges the steering wheel centering the car in
its lane. It also will ask you to put your hands on
the wheel if you try hands-off demonstrations. If
this bugs you, it’s not simple to defeat; you must
wend your way into an info screen menu. A dedi-
cated button makes more sense.
The Passat’s mild bobbing and controlled body

roll will please most riders. Unlike earlier Pas-
sats, which exhibited loose tails in lane changes,
this one is frisky yet better planted. VW doesn’t
say it, but it feels like the stability control is 

The Park Assist visual appears in the middle of the dash and
provides an alert to help avoid bumper-to-bumper contact.

➤
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better calibrated. Or it’s the tire/wheel
combo.
VW’s latest Discover Media 6.3-inch

touchscreen infotainment system with nav-
igation ups your access to the information
highway. For example, the traffic ahead
warning that’s triggered by satellite based
radio info, chimes in regardless of whether
you’re navigating via its mapping. That’s a
plus. Bluetooth phone pairing worked well.
I cannot say how well the Apple Car Play
or Android Auto function, but VW offers
this new level of phone connectivity. 
While you can use the stylish Audi-like

frameless rearview mirror while parking,
VW offers a step up, a combination of
bumper sensors and rearview camera that
it calls Park Assist. This helps you avoid
expensive parking mishaps with aural
beeps from corresponding speaker near the
detected dent maker and visual markings on the
infotainment screen. You must select reverse
first to enable this system. 

■LOOK, MA, NO HANDS: This Passat can park
itself too. It’s simple. Press the console mounted
button once for parallel parking, twice for per-
pendicular, flip the turn signal corresponding to
the open spot, and then drive past the gap. If it
finds the space big enough, the IP info screen
prompts you to select R, release the brakes and
back with your hands off the steering wheel. The
steering wheel twirls for you, with additional
prompts for stopping, changing from reverse to
forward and so forth. Nifty. 
It can un-parallel park itself automatically too.

Again you must signal which direction you’re
headed and follow the instructions. The system
will position the vehicle and then let you safely
take command before moving into traffic—a wise
safety feature. I found the parking wizardry
spellbinding. So I was happy to discover that it
made me look before entering the roadway. Driv-
ers exit a perpendicular spot themselves; the car
backs into “stalls.” Thus, you’ve got a safe view

of what’s ahead. VW’s Will Gock confirms that
should you forget to signal first, the Passat opts
to park on the right. 
In addition, if you don’t mind doing the rear-

bumper Charleston, you can open the trunk lid
by moving your foot fore-and-aft behind the Pas-
sat. This makes loading the trunk easier when
you hands are full. Sometimes the lid unlocked
but didn’t fully open—seeming to stick to the
weather stripping. 
The Passat SEL Premium’s additional features

include a self-dimming rearview mirror, power
front seats, rear cross traffic alert, automatic cli-
mate control, fog lamps with cornering aid, sun-
roof, 18-inch alloy wheels, rain-sensing wipers,
keyless entry with pushbutton start, VW’s Car-
Net telematics and leather seating surfaces.
Thus the new Passat has up-to-date gadgets

and safety gear that were at one time only avail-
able to those who could afford the Lexus LS 460
or Mercedes S Class. VW offers the SEL’s driver-
assist safety features on lower-priced trim lines.
That’s a trickle-down economics of motoring that
makes the Passat an attractive buy. Passat pric-
ing starts at roughly $23,000; the tested SEL
Premium is $35,090. VWCA

PASSAT

No hands required with Park Pilot. 
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■ Tom Janiszewski | volkstom@sbcglobal.net

ABOVE: Grabbing plenty of attention at VW-Fest was the best-of-show ’60
double-cab owned by Larry and Carrie Simmons. The pirate theme was
carried out with beautiful murals of a pirate ship, ghosted woodgrain pat-
tern above the beltline and a pirate’s chest in the bed. BELOW: A rare
EuroVan-based Winnebago Vista camper was on-hand briefly — the first
NIVA has seen at any of the club’s events.

s September rolls in and
summer comes to a close,
the Northeast Illinois Volk-
swagen Association’s annu-

al VW-Fest punctuates the car
show season for many in the
Chicago area and beyond.
This year, it did so with three or

four exclamation marks as a perfect
brew of spectacular weather, out-
standing support from Volkswagen
of Crystal Lake, the hard work of
many NIVA members and a ton of
online publicity resulted in the
largest VW show NIVA has ever had.
The night before the Sept. 18

event, NIVA members who arrived
at Volkswagen of Crystal Lake to
help move its inventory of cars to
make room for the show were sur-
prised to see that General Manager
Mike Betts and his staff had
already cleared the lot for us, leav-
ing nothing but some last-minute
planning considering the 75-and-
sunny weather forecast and online
buzz about the event. The entire
lot east of the building was com-
pletely cleared out, leaving plenty
of room for show cars and the
swap meet.
The first of the 185 cars that

registered for the show began
rolling in at 9 a.m. and hardly
stopped until registration ended at
noon. Highlights included Larry
and Carrie Simmons’ pirate-themed
Best-of-Show winning 1960 custom
double-cab pickup. Photos and a
description here can never do their
truck justice — it was spectacular
with its flawless black paint, and
murals of pirate ships on the open
seas with lighting and dramatic
storm clouds above in vibrant hues
of blue and white. 

AVW-FEST
Annual show turns heads, breaks records

BY TOM JANISZEWSKI
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Another highlight was an appearance by a
EuroVan-based Winnebago Vista RV. Winnebago
made the Vista (and Itasca-branded Sunstar
model) for only three years (2002-2004), and this
was the first time one entered the show. A pair of
Notchbacks, one Brasilia (a Brazilian-built car for
the South American market), an ’86 Vanagon-
based double-cab and at least one late-model
Mexican air-cooled Beetle represented models
VW never sold in the U.S. Perhaps a Not Avail-
able on These Shores class is in order for next
year ...
Water-cooled enthusiasts supported the event

impressively with 55 entries requiring
antifreeze. Unconfirmed accounts suggest all
seven Golf generations were represented. Con-
temporary Golfs, CCs and Jettas were on-hand,
all featuring the latest in performance modifica-
tions and graphics. A pair of clean second-gener-
ation Sciroccos even showed at the event.
The popularity of the VW Bus seems to be

exploding, and it was clearly evident at VW-Fest
as at least 30 examples were on display, and
every generation of the Type 2 was represented,
from split-window Bus through the last year of
the EuroVan. Goode Plumbing out of Chicago is
owned by enthusiast Mike Goode, and he
brought out one of his clean bubble-window
panel vans (another rare animal in this country),
proving that the venerable Type 2 can still make

for a reliable work truck. 
The swap meet was also one of the largest seen

at a NIVA event. Whether you were looking for
new or used parts for your car or if you wanted
to fill some gaps in your toy and literature col-
lection, there was someone there selling some-
thing you needed. 
A huge thanks goes out from the Volkswagen

Club of America to the NIVA members who put in
a lot of hard work planning and running VW-
Fest. A show of this scale takes a lot of effort,
and it could not have gone any smoother from a
participant’s perspective. The event also could
not have happened without the support of Volk-
swagen of Crystal Lake. In addition to Mike
Betts, Parts Manager Don Schultz was a tremen-
dous help in assisting with anything and every-
thing NIVA asked to make VW-Fest a resounding
success, and NIVA thanks them profoundly for
all of their help. This writer stopped in at Volk-
swagen Crystal Lake for a replacement tire a few
weeks after the show, and Betts said they are
already thinking about next year’s event.
If you’re in the Chicago area next September,

make plans for VW-Fest 2017. You can “Like” the
Northeast Illinois Volkswagen Club on Facebook,
or check out its website at nivaclub.org and
watch for details as they emerge for next year’s
show. VWCA

■SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 22

A total of 183 cars
entered the show, an
event record for VW-
Fest, which was held on
the parking lot of Volk-
swagen at Crystal Lake
in suburban Chicago. 



VIRGINIA
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700
RICHMOND: BROWN'S VW, 10501 MIDLOTHIAN PIKE, 804-379-
7283
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6520 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-4830

WASHINGTON
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-5280,
P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

WEST VIRGINIA
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS, INC., 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-
5451
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. SW,
304-744-1561
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E., 304-242-7313, AC

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: KEN VANCE VW-AUDI, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-830-
1111
LACROSSE: BOB BURG VW, 700 MONITOR ST., 608-782-8808, P-10
A-15 L-10
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON RD.,
608-241-5201
MILWAUKEE: CONCOURS, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING DR., 414-290-
1400, P-10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
QUEBEC:: VW LAURENTIDES, 85. JOHN F. KENNEDY, ST. JEROME, 450-

438-4101, AC

ALABAMA
IRONDALE: TOM WILLIAMS AUDI, 3001 TOM WILLIAMS WAY, 205-397-
2700, P-10 A-15 L-10

CALIFORNIA
CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-2888, P-
15 A-15 L-10
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-405-
2650, P-20 A-20 L-10
WEST COVINA: AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE. S., 626-384-
3400

CONNECTICUT
DANBURY: DANBURY VW, 29 SUGAR HOLLOW RD., 203-744-5201

FLORIDA
SARASOTA: SUNCOAST VW, 5005 S. TAMIAMI TRAIL, 941-923-1700, P-
10 AC

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them
whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy
you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership

cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it

might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB

AUDI DEALERSVW DEALERS
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IDAHO
BOISE: BOISE VW, 8400 W. FRANKLIN RD., 208-377-5400

INDIANA
BLOOMINGTON: ROYAL VW OF BLOOMINGTON, 3333 E. THIRD ST.,
812-332-9251
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 2912 E. MAIN ST., 765-448-4582
MERRILLVILLE: TEAM VOLKSWAGEN, 3990 E. LINCOLN HWY., 888-805-
3689, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC

MAINE
BANGOR: DARLING'S, 403 HOGAN RD., 207-941-1330

MICHIGAN
MUSKEGON: MY AUTO IMPORT CENTER, 1860 E. STERNBERG RD., 231-
799-2886

NEW YORK
LATHAM: LANGAN AUDI EAST, 723 NEW LOUDON ROAD, 518-783-5003

OHIO
DUBLIN: MIDWESTERN AUTO GROUP, 6335 PERIMETER LOOP RD., 614-
717-4843

PENNSYLVANIA
STATE COLLEGE: AUDI STATE COLLEGE, 3220 W. COLLEGE AVE., 814-
237-0368

WASHINGTON
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW., 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10 AC

CANADA
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM, 905-
513-8820, P-15 A-15 L-15

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-778-
9305, P-10, VW AUTHORIZED SERVICE POINT 

CALIFORNIA
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AVE., 805-
964-6554, www.topshopautosb.com, P-15 AC, VW REPAIR SERVICE

CONNECTICUT
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUSTOM
DRIVE, 860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, VINTAGE REPAIR

ILLINOIS
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI RD.,
708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION, AIR- &
WATER-COOLED

OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, P-10 A-10 AC, PARTS 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783, A-10
AC, EUROPEAN REPAIR SHOP
MARTINSVILLE: BRIAN'S OFF ROAD SHOP, 2600 OLD STATE RD. 37 SOUTH,
765-349-9816, AC, RESTORATION SHOP

KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-3511,
www.importdoktor.com, AC, IMPORT SERVICE & BODY SHOP

MICHIGAN
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 248-681-
8081, www.munks.com, AC, BOSCH SERVICE CENTER

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, AC, DUNE BUGGIES

NEW YORK
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS INC, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 315-
789-9368, P-5 L-5, VW & AUDI SERVICE

RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 401-
789-7720, P-5 A-5 AC

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS
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■     

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: This orange ’74
Super Beetle was the perfect color for a
BB-8 theme. Mk1
Rabbits are in these
days, so Michael
Uchanski’s ’83
stood out. Water-
cooled entries num-
bered 55, including
this pair of Sciroc-
cos are owned by
Raul and Ruben
Riano.

Leon Duro’s
1977 Bus and
custom
matching 
trailer.

VW-FEST ■ FROM PAGE 17
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This ’72 Thing predates U.S. imports, which began in ’73.
A sharp eye could pick out differences like smaller front
turn signals and early bay window Bus taillights.

Larry Ohler’s beautiful ’66 Meyers
Manx has won many awards over
the years and was one of several
dune buggies entered this year.

Serge Husack’s 2011 CC featured
head-turning graphics.

➤

➤

➤
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■BY LOIS GRACE

Bent but only partly broken    
You might have noticed that I have been con-
spicuously absent from recent AUTOIST issues

lately. Or you might not! Either way, I thought
I’d bring you up to speed on why I have been
AWOL from one of my favorite publications for
so long. 2016 has been a
busy year for my hus-
band and me. As a result
of this stuff going on, I
haven’t had the time or
the inspiration (if that’s
the right word) to do
much writing.
My 93-year-old mom,

Jeanne Kile, while doing
well on her own in her
own home, reached the
point where she just was
not safe there any more,
and we made the difficult
decision to move her to
an assisted living facility
near us all. The move
happened on Aug. 1, and
things have been adjust-
ing since then. 
But it was not a hasty

or easy process: Mom did not want to just walk
out of her home of 60 years without leaving
things in order and going through her things.
One of my nieces and her roommates were going
to be moving into Mom’s house — the house we
all grew up in — and it was important to my
mother that the rooms they needed be complete-
ly empty. With the help of some wonderful care-

givers, we all got what we needed. Mom is happy
in her new little apartment, and we have the
security of knowing that someone will be nearby
at all times. 
None of us realized how isolated Mom was in

her own house; even though she had caregivers
coming in and us visiting, she really had no

meaningful contact with anyone else. Now, she
eats meals in a dining room, has discovered she
loves to play bingo and enjoys entertainment
nearly every day. The peace of mind for all the
rest of us has been worth the stress of getting
her to this point.
With Mom moving, she was eager to tie up

loose ends, and one of those loose ends was my

Lois Grace poses with her mother, Jeanne Kile, and Vernon in 2003. 

■ Lois Grace | vlkswmn@sbcglobal.net 
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dad’s 1982 diesel Rabbit pick-
up, Biff. Mom and I decided Biff
was to be mine once the time
came, and now that time was
here so I have taken over the
care and feeding of Vernon’s lit-
tle brother. (Vernon is a 1959
single-cab Transporter.) 
And yes, it’s true: I probably

have more than two cars too
many, but who’s counting?
Right? I am learning all sorts
of things about diesels, and I
am sure will learn a lot more as
time goes on. For the moment,
Biff is resting happily under his
new cover, in Mom’s former
garage. This is a big deal as
Biff has never spent one single
night under cover or indoors in
his whole life. And the Kile
Family Volkswagen Truck circle
is complete.
Before Mom moved, husband

Rob and I went to take my 1958 Convertible Bee-
tle, Oscar, for a quick spin on a sunny weekend.
Somewhere along the way, the brakes started
feeling strange, and before I knew it one rear
brake shoe was binding. If you’ve got an old VW
with brakes that grab and won’t let go, it is a
sure sign you need to drive it more! I have had
this trouble with all of mine at one point or
another but never with my convertible. I prom-
ised him I’d take care of it and we put him back
to bed ... and when we went back to fetch him
his battery was dead so that was settled. One
new battery later he is still waiting for me to get
his brakes taken care of.
Then in June, Vernon and I got an invitation to

a small, local all-car show at a church near us.
On Father’s Day we got Vernon cleaned up and
left the garage behind for the day. On a whim, at
the last minute, I put a photo of my dad (taken
right before he retired from his naval career in
1957, in his uniform) in Vernon’s cab. It was a
hot day, but the church was providing a really
nice BBQ lunch and as we all sat eating cheese-
burgers and ice cream, we chatted about our

cars. 
Dad’s photo was displayed in Vernon’s bed and

it was great telling people of our family’s long
history with the truck. We ended up winning one
of four People’s Choice awards given out that
day, and many people came up to me after that to
tell me they had voted for Vernon because of the
longtime bond we share. It was so good to drive
the old guy again, and we had so much fun
doing just that that it was hard to come home
and shut the garage door on him. But he is out
there, ready to go when I can, and we will get
out again soon. 
Bogie, my 1969 Beetle and former daily driver,

is also in hibernation for the moment — more on
that in a bit. But he is in perfect running condi-
tion and starts right up when asked. He could
use a good waxing but that is the only thing
needed to make him perfect right now. Oh, a wax
and some air in the left rear tire that seemed a
bit low when I saw it last. My goal for this car is
just to keep him as nice as he’s always been, as
nice as he is now. 
Gus, my 1990 Golf GTI and the car I depend

Biff, a 1982 diesel Rabbit pickup, joins Vernon, a 1959 single-cab Transporter, in the
Grace garage in San Jose, Calif.  

➤
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upon the most, was recently detailed and sits in
the driveway under his cover — waiting like all
the others. But the one thing holding me up is
that I can’t drive any of them until after Christ-
mas.
In the beginning of September, Rob and I

packed up the truck, hitched our trailer and
headed for Oregon for a three-week camping
vacation. After the stress-filled previous eight
months, we were finally free to enjoy ourselves
without restrictions or timetables! 
Oregon is a place we love, and where we hope

to move once we get out of the crazy Bay Area.
But first there was exploring to be done, and we
had a loose schedule of setting up our camp in
one spot for several days and then looking
around. But fate had other plans! I was getting
out of the truck at a restaurant and when I put
my right foot onto the running board/bar, my
ankle rolled over and I went down in between
the truck and the curb. In the top of my right
foot was terrible pain! 
I’m a natural born klutz; I have fallen out of

our trailers three different times, spraining
ankles and collecting bruises and scratches.
None of these falls was serious so I iced my toe,
we went inside and ate breakfast and returned to
the campsite. That night my big toe was purple
with lovely red blotches, and I couldn’t move it
well. I waited three more days before Rob took
me to and emergency clinic in Bend, Ore. 
The doctor was pretty sure the toe was broken,

and when she came in with the results of my X-
rays, I knew it wasn’t good. She said I’d broken
the big toe in two different places, but the big
surprise was that my left ANKLE was also bro-
ken! I did recall a vague bruise on my left leg
and there was a funny lump on the outside of
that ankle, but it didn’t really hurt that badly. 
They fitted me with a walking boot on the left

and a post-surgical shoe with a hard sole on the
right and sent me back to camp with orders to
stay off of my feet. We waited for Monday to see
an orthopedic surgeon to make sure surgery was
not necessary and thankfully, it wasn’t. 

There really is not much you can do for a bro-
ken toe except tape it up and try to keep move-
ment limited while it heals. The ankle is a simple
break, and will heal well if I wear the boot. So,
no driving for me till after Christmas. Till then,
all my faithful friends, vintage and otherwise,
wait along with me.
I am sure I am forgetting something monu-

mental that also happened during this time
frame, but I am not sure I want to remember
what it was so let’s just end it here. 
Oh wait, I know: when I fell, I hit my teeth

together so hard that it damaged one lower
tooth and I ended up having a root canal In
October to fix it. Yep, I broke one ankle, broke
the toe on the other foot and had a root canal. As
I said, it’s been an eventful year so far, and I am
ready for all this nonsense to be over and done.
I’d like to get back to my “normal life,” whatever
that might be. I hear from friends that I used to
drive vintage VWs and write columns for VW
newsletters. I hope that’s true. I’d like to do it
again! VWCA

VOLKSWOMAN
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■BY STEVE MIERZ

Changes in the car world…
When I last penned a Casual Collector install-

ment, back in June, my son Matt had
acquired his grandfather’s 2001 Passat wagon
and was using it to commute to his new full-time
job. Yes, he finally graduated from the University
of Connecticut with his bachelor’s degree in
engineering and found a good job at the big sub-
marine manufacturer in Groton, Conn. We are so
proud and pleased! 
The Passat, however, eventually demonstrated

that it wasn’t up to the reliability standards that
Matt needed. I guess it had led a somewhat hard
life when his grandfather owned it, was becom-
ing an older car in general and developing vari-
ous “old car issues, such as electrical gremlins,
and what-not. 
With a decent-paying job in his chosen field,

and a need for reliable transportation, Matt
decided now was the time to get himself a new
car. He looked at lot of models, both VWs, and
other makes, and eventually ended up with a
Mazda 3, on which he got an excellent end-of-
model-year deal, and zero percent financing. 
He had a certain mix of options that he want-

ed, which included the bigger engine, bigger
wheels and manual transmission, and we ended
up having to travel to West Springfield, Mass.,
for the car (a ’16 model). It’s a really good car, a
good price, and he’s happy with it. And then
eventually, after a summer of putting a hundred
miles a day on it (his round trip from our home
to Groton and back), he decided to move out and
get an apartment close to work. 
So, we are now down one kid and the other kid

is back up at UConn—daughter Sarah is begin-

ning her final four years in the pharmacy pro-
gram. She worked really hard in her first two
years (it’s a six-year program) and had to get “re-
admitted” (that’s how UConn works it—you go
for the first two, and then re-apply for the final
four years). She found out at the end of the
spring/beginning of the summer this year that
she had made the cut, which we were all very
pleased about, and, so, as this is being written in
mid-October, she’s back at school, working hard
once again…
Matt’s old Passat, by the way, is also now sit-

ting in our driveway, with various issues still,
and I have to say that we’re not super-eager to
put a lot of money into it. Not sure what the
future may hold for it. I am still driving my high-
mileage (~212k as this is being written) 2001
Subaru Forester for most of my general purpose-
type driving (commuting and so forth), and I
also know that it’s going to have to come off the
road soon for head gaskets (typical high-mileage
Subaru issue, I guess). I feel bad saying it, but I
have a lot better feeling about putting money
into the ’01 Subaru than the ’01 Passat…

■CHANGES IN THE PET WORLD: We have
always been a collie family. It had been a couple
of years since our last pet passed away. “Angelo”
the smooth collie was only 10, and it was a dev-
astating loss when he left us a couple of sum-
mers back. But the “dog-free” lifestyle allowed
for more freedom to go places and do things.
That’s until our friends who breed collies one
town over from us told us about the new litter
that has just arrived at the end of April.
“Would we like to come over and help socialize
the little puppies?” Why, of course we would!

■ Steve Mierz | P.O. Box 3353 | Stony Creek, CT 06405 | CommonGear@aol.com

➤
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They were a mix of smooths (short
hair) and roughs (long hair tradi-
tional looking collie). Wouldn’t you
know that very soon, Diane, and our
daughter Sarah, started plotting
how they were going to convince the
rest of us that adopting a collie
puppy would be a wonderful thing to
do! Long story short, after assur-
ances that Diane and Sarah would
have primary responsibilities for tak-
ing care of the puppy, we adopted lit-
tle “Finn,” a male rough collie, on
July 1. 
With all the great early life social-

izing that Finn and his siblings
received, I don’t think you could end
up with a more well-adjusted
puppy—he is positively great. But,
he also is a puppy, and puppies need
care and exercise, so, as you can
guess, it has been a lifestyle change in a lot of
ways around our house. And now with one of the
“committed caregivers” away at college, that
means that “other stand-in caregivers” (like
yours truly) also necessarily get involved with
things. 
I’m not going to complain too much, because

Finn really is a good puppy, in every way, and he
is giving me cause to get outside for walking
more often, which is not a bad thing. He has also
proven to be a good traveler, most recently hav-
ing come along with us on our annual pilgrim-
age to Hershey (the AACA National Fall Meet at
Hershey, Pa.), both on the long car rides to and
from, and also with all the walking and other
away-from-home experiences that the Hershey
experience entails.

■OLD CAR UPDATES: There is not a lot I have
to talk about in the world of our particular fleet
of old cars. It has been a good summer of old car
reliability, meaning that when I’ve had the chance
to drive an old car to an event, they’ve been there
for me! I have driven both Doug the ’60 Bug (new

hard-start relay and rebuilt starter both working
out really well), and the Creeky ’69 Bug (various
brakes issues finally sorted out) to a number of
car events through the summer, plus several
work-commuting loops here and there (mostly
the ’69 for that sort of thing). Both  have done
great and been a lot of fun. I have consciously not
embarked upon any ambitious projects with
these, or any other of our old cars, because I
know that the head gaskets job is coming soon
on the Subaru, and so I have to make sure to
keep saving my pennies up for that. VWCA

CASUAL COLLECTOR

Diane Mierz, with new collie puppy “Finn” in tow and Steve behind
the camera, visit the AACA Fall Meet in Hersey, Pa. 
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offer, suggesting they’ll sue individually. Others
raised two key points: one, the vehicle value
should be more than its trade-in figure; and two,
owners should receive compensation for their
purchase-related expenses. 
Another possible problem: VW hasn’t proposed

an acceptable fix for its emissions cheating vehi-
cles. That makes the fix-it option with compensa-
tion payment difficult to implement. To make
VW’s settlement work, VW was supposed to offer
a repair for those who’d prefer that option.
In other diesel developments: 
• Nearly one year after VW admitted to scam-

ming emission tests, VW engineer James Liang
pleaded guilty on Sept. 9 in Michigan of conspir-
acy to defraud the U.S., of wire fraud and for vio-
lating the Clean Air Act by installing an illegal
auxiliary emission control device and then lying
about it to regulators. The AECD or defeat
switch was specifically designed to dupe regula-
tors and fool the public. It was developed
because VW’s engineers could not meet U.S. NOx
emissions with its new for 2009 EA 189 diesel
engine or 2.0-liter TDI. 
VW certified that its diesel engines met Ameri-

can Clean Air Act
rules, when in fact
they didn’t. Liang,
who has worked for
VW since 1983, and
moved to the U.S. in
2008 to assist in
launching VW’s new
line of  “clean
diesel” vehicles, was
accused of conspir-
ing  with other
engineers to unlaw-
fully enrich VW and
themselves by
deceiving regulators
and consumers. He
was involved in the
VW project “US ’07”
with the strategic

goal set by VW’s senior management of selling
diesels in this country. 
Liang, 62, and others disguised their wrongdo-

ing by using the code words “acoustic function”
in emails discussing their defeat software. He
and others misrepresented VW’s diesel emissions
at meetings with the EPA and CARB. He and oth-
ers also introduced a software update in 2014
that improved the defeat device’s precision in
order to reduce emission control system warran-
ty claims. 
Liang and others attempted to make discrepan-

cies between VW’s emissions certification and
published road tests by West Virginia Universi-
ty’s researchers appear to be caused by innocent
mechanical and technological problems rather
than an illegal defeat device. He and others also
falsely told U.S. regulators that a voluntary
recall in 2015 intended to fix the emissions dis-
crepancy would work, when in fact he knew that
this update would fail due to its illegal defeat
device.
Liang, who faces a five-year prison term and a

fine up to $250,000, has agreed to cooperate
with the investigation of other VW employees.
• By Sept. 26, Audi’s head of technical develop-

ment Stefan Knirsch suddenly resigned as inves-
tigations continued into the diesel scandal. VW
says he withheld information about skirting
emissions tests—likely the 3.0-liter V-6 TDI,
which sources claim he knew utilized a defeat
device sometime after 2013. Knirsch replaced the
former top engineer at the VW Group—Ulrich
Hackenberg—last January. Hackenberg was sus-
pended with two other executives closely associ-
ated with the 2.0-liter TDI code named EA 189’s
development.
• Der Spiegel reports that Audi cannot fix

diesel emissions problems with its early versions
of the Q7 SUV’s 3.0-liter TDI. It’s likely that Audi
will buy back 25,000 of these vehicles, which
share a platform with diesel versions of the VW
Touareg and Porsche Cayenne. 
Audi says it’s working with U.S. regulators on

an agreement. Expect a status conference by

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST

contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
leppke.cliff@gmail.com. ➤



30 l VW Autoist

DRIVER’S SEAT ■ FROM PAGE 3

Judge Breyer in November. 
• A court filing Sept. 7 in San Francisco

alleges diesel engine control supplier Robert
Bosch’s concealed its role in developing VW’s
secret emissions skirting defeat device. Lawyers
say emails show Bosch demanded VW indemnify
it for any legal exposure arising from work on
the defeat device. The filing alleges that as late
as 2014, Bosch’s CEO Volkmar Denner knew
about the use of the defeat device, as did former
VW CEO Martin Winterkorn. 
• Reuters says VW agreed in October to pay

$175 million to U.S. lawyers suing the carmaker
on behalf of owners of its polluting diesels. In
class action litigation, lawyers sought up to
$332.5 million in fees and costs. This latest deal
means VW agrees to spend up to $16.7 billion to
compensate U.S. consumers, state and federal
regulators and its dealers.
• Those hoping VW would sell TDI vehicles in

the USA during 2017 won’t get their wish. VW
didn’t certify its diesel engines. Furthermore,
dealers expecting a fix that would let them sell
their impounded 2015 TDIs are still waiting.
Many expected the 2015 2.0-liter diesel engines,
which were substantially revised with up-to-date
emissions systems, to be easily tweaked to com-
ply with U.S. regulations. 

■#PINKBEETLE: Into the social media uni-
verse, rides the #PinkBeetle. According to VW’s
William Gock, the metallic fuchsia Beetle (dare
we call it the “Barbie” Edition?) arrived due to
requests for a pink-color Beetle. The car and its
hue offer are compatible with cancer awareness
efforts. Why the hashtag? Gock says the original
Beetle inspired a joyful punch-buggy or slug-bug
game whereby the first person spotting a Bug
would yell “slug bug” and jab someone. VW won-
dered. What do people do these days when
they’re stirred? They communicate via social
media using their smartphones—hashtag first.
Now you know what to do when you see #Pink. 

■NAME GAME: VW’s longtime coming midsize

crossover’s name is Atlas. That represents a shift
from VW’s penchant for tongue-tying
crossover/SUV names such as Touareg. Expect
more on the seventh-generation Golf-based
crossover. VW began recruiting about 1,000 extra
people to commence building VW’s first midsize
crossover. Spy photos indicate it will don the
2013 Detroit Show CrossBlue concept’s shape. 

■CRUZE MISSILE: GM’s new Cruze might be a
diesel-powered missile headed directly at disaf-
fected VW TDI owners. The bowtie brand’s all-
new compact sedan gets a fresh 1.6-liter diesel.
Both sedan and hatchback Cruzes will get it. And
GM says you buy the hatch with a manual trans-
mission. And for TDI SportWagen lovers, expect
a next-generation Chevy Equinox diesel compact
crossover. 

■MAMA RALLY: My family’s trip to grandmoth-
er’s house meant taking one leg of America’s
mother road Route 66 from Chicago to St. Louis.
While we sampled many of that fabled road’s
attractions, we never took our 1967 Ford Coun-
try Sedan to the Autobahn Country Club near
Joliet. The venue hadn’t been built. 
The club isn’t about fine dining. Instead, it’s a

motoring complex with racetrack, clubhouse and
lots for your Taj Garage. MAMA’s Fall Rally is
more than an opportunity to drive say, the Golf
R, on a racetrack; it’s a day for driving, meeting
other automotive scribes and the representatives
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of the automobile industry. And
this year, MAMA celebrated its
25th anniversary with a dinner
that morphed into our kind of
trivial pursuit. One game was
name the car. Like Wheel of For-
tune, certain letters of a make and
model sold 25 years ago (1991)
were revealed. We joined forces to
shout out answers: Daihatsu
Rocky, Subaru Justy and Chevro-
let Cavalier. Just like my family’s
various road games or VWCA con-
ventions, MAMA’s party engen-
dered a lively sense of community
reliving our past through the art
of shared storytelling. 

■GOLF ALLTRACK FIRST
DRIVE: First some background,
an ad campaign and then the
review. Back in the era when The
Bangles sang “Walk Like An
Egyptian,” VW introduced the
1987 AWD Syncro lineup: a Quan-
tum wagon and the all-season
Vanagon. Press blurbs claimed VW
was set to establish itself as a

unique player in the AWD auto
niche. It didn’t happen. That
sounds like U2’s “With Or Without
You.” While Audi made hay with
its Quattro option, VW’s Syncro
and later 4-Motion were never
consistently marketed—some cars
and model years had it, others did
not. The Golf Syncro and Golf
Country stayed out of this country.
The new VW Alltrack reclaims

lost territory. Based on the Golf
SportWagen, its 0.6-inch
increased ride height, taller tires
and wheels (for about 1.5 inches
more ground clearance at 6.9
inches), and an off-road mode, it’s
VW’s answer to the outdoorsy
Subaru. As seen on TV, VW claims
you will see this vehicle every-
where. Three different TV spots
firmly establish its off-track mis-
sion. Foggy Road and Snowy
Road, begin with a camera
dolly/truck rearward as the
voiceover announces the new All-
track. But all we see is the curvy-
road trope of a typical sports car

Golf Alltrack
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ad—sans vehicle. Then the voiceover confirms
this incongruity with a vocal interruption. And
the voiceover artist repeats what he said. After
that, the Alltrack enters screen left from an off-
road location, whizzes across the highway, and
disappears in hilly terrain, screen right. 
In contrast, Terrariums with its Eddie Rabbitt

music bed, depicts a glass-enclosed office worker
toying with his desktop terrarium’s tree frog.
After our trapped office worker is scolded for
either wasting time or having the wrong desktop
accessory, he drives an Alltrack out of the office
parking garage and heads toward the great out-
doors—quickly established by what some call a
faux natural wipe, a visual trick where the All-
track’s on-road trek passes a point on the screen
where it’s suddenly off road. 
The office worker, who pines for the great out-

doors, tries to release the green frog. It isn’t
easy. This frog prefers VW’s environs. Next, our
cubical-freed driver, his green pet and the friend-
ly Alltrack travel together. 
So how is the Alltrack? I drove it at the MAMA

Fall Rally on and off Route 66 near the Autobahn
Country Club in Joliet, Ill., While the pricing is
dear — $27,770 delivered — some might not get
the point because it looks like a Golf Sportwagen
with body cladding. Yet you could image that it’s
a budget version of the hot Golf R. 
You get AWD or 4-Motion, special trim and

additional ground clearance to make driving on
unpaved roads easier. Plus there’s an Off Road
mode. Press a button and you get hill-descent
control and revised throttle and ABS braking for
heading down a muddy path. I couldn’t try it,
but HDC let’s you roll down declines without
your feet on the pedals, you just steer and the
vehicle’s braking system does the rest. 
What’s cool: the AWD hardware tucks neatly

underneath. The wagon shares the same smart
design with the two-wheel drive SportWagen. A
1.8-liter TSI turbocharged gas engine motivates
the Alltrack. A six-speed direct shift gearbox is
available now; a six-speed manual arrives later.
The latter will cost less: $26,670. 

The drive system is slightly gritty under light
throttle—perhaps the DSG likes to upshift too
soon or possibly the as-needed AWD engages or
disengages with a minor shudder. Selecting
“Sport” or just applying more vertical pedal
reveals more zest than I expected. It’s zippy. As
expected, the Alltrack inherits all of the baked-in
goodness that makes the Golf so compelling: It’s
fun to drive, rides nicely and comports itself like
a more expensive vehicle. This on-road sophisti-
cation sets it apart from the relatively pedestrian
Subaru. 
VW will offer a 4-Motion Sportwagen too, with-

out Off Road mode and body cladding. Alltrack is
relatively stingy with fuel; it can decouple drive
to the rear wheels. When it does, this soft-roader
operates more efficiently. Nonetheless, highway
fuel economy is down. Compared with the front-
drive SportWagen automatic’s 35 mpg, it’s 5
fewer mpg. The gas tank is larger; EPA esti-
mates: 22 mpg city, 30 highway. The additional
driveline bits add 302 pounds to the automatic
SportWagen’s weight. 

■GOLF R VS. FORD FOCUS RS: Well, Volks
folks, I drove Ford and VW AWD hot hatches on
Autobahn’s racetrack. Entering and setting the
DSG-equipped R for track-day fun was like
rifling through GQ’s annual 10-best bespoke
places for men. It’s a tour-de-force in the cabin-
art of fine tailored interiors. And the 292-hp tur-
bocharged transverse engine is neatly housed in
good taste—lean, clean body panels. Linear
power delivery and low-end torque make this
hotshot a charmer. Push the forward pedal, and
this Golf moves through the raceway like U.S.
champion Sam Mikulak does gymnastics with his
shirt on. 
In contrast, the Ford is an exhibitionist. Fur-

thermore, getting in the RS requires Mikulak’s
flexibility as the intimate interior hems you in—
all the better to handle track turns, one could
say, but it’s difficult to tailor the seat, pedals and
steering wheel as you like. The dashboard, for
example, is a knee-knocker. Notice the collage of
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instruments—a video arcade that rivals the
road for your attention. 
In other ways, the RS takes its automo-

tive shirt off. Steering is better—doesn’t
mask as much road texture as the Golf. And
commanding the manual transmission has a
satisfying mechanical feel. Whereas the
Golf’s engine note has nicely muted low
tones, the Focus crackles with excitement. 
My five-lap each-vehicle comparison was

obviously too short for a full rundown of
what makes these machines tick. Both
hatches delivered similar grip and go. You’d
expect the Ford’s extra 58 ponies to trample
the Golf. It didn’t. The VW leads the class in
class whereas the Ford scores extra points
for its exuberance. VWCA A Golf R awaits its turn on the track. 

Hey Y’all!
Many of you know me from the past. I have been a

member of VWCA since I was 10 years old (54 years
ago!) when I attended the 1962 convention near
Philadelphia with my parents, Max and Rita Goldstein! 
My wife Margaret and I attended the 21st VWCA

Convention in Washington, D.C., on our honeymoon. I
worked with all five conventions held in the
Atlanta area and held every office in our local
chapter (GA Regional VW Club / Dogwood City
VW Club / VWs Over GA). I attended around
50 conventions total.
I have owned more than 30 various VWs.

Currently, I own a 1967 Beetle (pictured here
and for sale, see Page 34), a 1969 Beetle and
a 2016 Golf Sportwagen.
I enjoyed penning the local club updates for

several years during the ’80s before turning it
over to Jack Lyman. So now that I’m retired,
I’m gonna try it again! Representatives from

each local group should send me their local club news
each month (or whenever possible). Also if any of you
at-large members have some interesting info, send it
also.  
My mailing address is 1191 Demere Drive, Stone

Mountain, GA 30083 or email mgold4@comcast.net.
Maurice Goldstein 
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos).
Non-member rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15
cents per additional word. Photos are additional $5
each. Includes posting on vwclub.org website with
color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID num-
ber or pay in advance. Ads may be revised to meet
space limitations. Photos to be returned must be
accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send to
VWCA Classified Ads, 1554 Roanoak Ave., Aurora IL
60506. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to
vwclub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: Fully restored
1967 Beetle. White with red
interior, restored four years
ago inside and out, engine
rebuilt (with some chrome
trim) and has “freeway”
transmission. It also has
other extras (accessories).
Body is excellent – just a
small scrape on left rear
fender. Has won multiple car
show trophies. $9,000 firm (similar West Coast cars are going
for $11,000 to $15,000 or more). I hate to let this BEAUTY
go, but I am running out of parking space with four other
cars. It currently has American Racing wheels, but I have a
complete set of original stock wheels and four new hubcaps
for additional $200. Contact Maurice at mgold4@comcast.net
or (770 )469-5942 (Atlanta area). I have current title.
FOR SALE: 1979
Rabbit parts: 2
doors (2-door), 2
hatchbacks (red,
silver), 1 left quar-
ter panel, 3
bumpers (1 with
trailer hitch). Any
offers over scrap
price will be considered. For more info, call Rod at (260) 466-

7127 (IN).
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publish-
ers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual
$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118,
(206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.
FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36
horsepower, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc
dual port. Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen & Audi parts. John’s
Car Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180
or email johnsccorner@gmail.com.
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0,
2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines
by Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker
Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).

ARIZONA: David Speak, Scottsdale

CALIFORNIA: Russell Miller, Arroyo Grande; Alan Cohen, Burbank

GEORGIA: Karen Glass, Gainesville

ILLINOIS: Mick Crosby, Brookfield; Harvey Hodges, Champaign; Mark

Skidmore, Chicago; Michael Kelly, Chicago; Greg Sarver, Durand;

Frank Cassaro, Rockford; Aaron Stark, Rockford; Joe Locke, Rock-

ford; Daniel Madero, Rockford; Jim Koteski, Roscoe; Thomas Brown,

St. Charles;  Edward Lehman, Woodstock

KANSAS: Wendell Wells, Independence

MASSACHUSETTS: Peter Conley, Newton

MICHIGAN: Kenneth Bielous, Fowlerville

NEW YORK: Pamela Phillips, Schuylerville

OHIO: David Levereaux, Willoughby Hills

PENNSYLVANIA: Jacob Hill, Pittsburgh

PUERTO RICO: Rafael Cordova, Carolina

Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica



■REGGIE IS HOPPED UP 

■ MOVING?: The AUTOIST is not automatically forwarded to your new address. Please send your address changes
promptly to Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60542. Or notify by email to vwclub@aol.com.
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For sports fans of a certain age with a

Twitter feed, Super 70s Sports

(@Super70sSports) provides a combina-

tion of hilarious and sentimental photos

from the day along with biting and occa-

sionally profane commentary. Jackson’s

appearance in this 1970s VW Rabbit ad

evoked this rebuttal: “False. Reggie

couldn’t get his ego inside a VW Rabbit

much less his body.” Jackson, now 70,

played 21 seasons the Kansas City-Oak-

land Athletics, Baltimore Orioles, New

York Yankees and California Angels and

was inducted into the National Baseball

Hall of Fame in 1993. He was known as

“Mr. October” for his World Series

exploits, had a candy bar named for him

and frequently butted heads with colorful

and controversial Yankees manager Billy

Martin. Meanwhile, ClickAmericana.com,

seen in the ad, is apparently now longer

affiliated with VW but offers its own ver-

sion of nostalgia and memorabilia,

including vintage car ads. 
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