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New book details
diesel scandal 
Jack Ewing’s book “Faster,Higher, Farther: The Volk-
swagen scandal” is arriving
at booksellers.
The author says it was

Stuart Johnson, a VW em-
ployee who is the diesel
scandal’s whistleblower.
Johnson told the California
Air Research Board before or
at a meeting on Aug. 19,
2015, that VW was cheating.
He did this despite the fact
that VW’s employees were
under direct orders not to
spill the beans. He is proba-
bly one of the cooperating
witnesses cited in the gov-
ernment’s court papers.
Automotive News, a trade

publication, supplies links to
the government papers in its
articles on the scandal. I’ve
read most of them, and the
evidence that VW cheated
and tried to cover it up
through Aug. 19, and then
destroy documents related
to the case after the EPA
charged VW with violating
the Clean Air Act in Septem-
ber 2015, is compelling.
And the government’s

docs show what laws VW
broke. For example, the feds
made mail/wire fraud an
item that stuck.  
What we heard from the

judge who signed off on the
settlement April 21 indicates
that he believes VW’s cur-
rent management is clean-
ing haus. But the reason
why he agreed not to hit VW
with the $30-plus billion in
fines it would owe under
EPA rules was simple: Why
should he harm those who
make VW’s cars and didn’t
score millions for cheating.
And how would VW be able
to buy back the TDIs if it
faced even greater fines?

■ATLAS COMING: I sprung
into spring driving the 2017
Mazda CX9, a seven-seat
crossover. It’s in the same
vehicle segment where VW’s
Atlas will compete. Expect it
at your VW dealer in May.
The Atlas’ warranty, racy ad
campaign and pricing are in-
tended to make people take
notice: VW dealers can now
sell you a large crossover—
as big, if not bigger, than the
Ford Explorer. The base
price is $31,500 (includes

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 
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■VW CHARGES FORWARD: Not satisfied with
just building a self-driving electric-powered Mi-
crobus (the I.D. Buzz concept), VW rolled out in
April a crossover version that combines coupe-
like styling with the room and utility of an SUV.
The car made its debut at the Shanghai auto
show, part of a new fleet of consumer-version
electrics that VW says will start full production in
2020. 

■“HUGE PROGRESS”: At the Shanghai show,
VW also announced that the company has made
“huge progress” in reducing the cost of making
electric vehicles. The company says it’s reduced
production costs for its electric cars and that it’s
working on building its own network of super-
chargers across the United States, with 450
chargers in working order by mid-2019.
■CHINA NEXT: China will get its first pure-elec-
tric car next year, courtesy of VW. The company
projects annual sales of at least 400,000 of the ve-
hicles by 2020 and 1.5 million by 2025.

■DRIVABLE DIESELS: VW dealers are offering
great deals on new, 2-year-old TDI models whose
illegal emissions have been fixed. Those leasing
the 2015 models are eligible for the $8,500 dis-
count while a 0 percent APR for 72 months and a
$5,000 cash bonus is available for those looking
for a finance-to-own option. Audi is offering a 1.9
percent APR for up to 66 months, but no cash-
back bonuses.
■UNDRIVABLE DIESELS: Some U.K. customers
have panned the software fixes for their offend-
ing TDI models, saying the modifications have
made the cars undrivable, plagued by intermit-
tent stalling and difficult restarts. 
■PARKED DIESELS: The Pontiac Silverdome
property in suburban Detroit, once home to
major sporting events, now serves as a parking
lot for bought-back TDI models, and city officials
aren’t happy. They’ve filed multiple complaints
that include violations of the building and safety
code, municipal code and zoning ordinances.
■UNFAIR COMPETITION?: As part of the emis-
sions settlement, VW is required to spend $800
million in California to support zero-emission ve-
hicles with charging stations and other promo-
tional efforts. Critics fear that an influx of VW
stations could scramble the marketplace and cre-
ate unfair competition.

■E-GOLF SE: The AAA Green Car Guide has
awarded the e-Golf SE with the Top Green Vehicle
award among compact cars for 2017. The e-Golf
scored highest among 20 other competitors
based on 13 different attributes. 
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■VW • AUDI , QUICKLY

NEW & IMPROVED DIESEL SCANDAL

E-POWER

AWARDS
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■FROM THE ARCHIVES

■ MAY/JUNE 2007: VWoA announced a contest to
find the oldest and highest mileage diesel-powered
VWs. It anticipated that the winner would be a Rab-
bit model, as 12,393 models were sold in 1977.

“Since announcing
this search, we’ve
already heard
from several diesel

owners in the 300,000 to 400,000-mile range,” a
VW spokesman said. Winners get the use of a
diesel-powered 2007 Touareg V10 TDI for six
months. 
■ MAY/JUNE 2007: VW introduced the new
Touareg BlueTDI, one of the cleanest diesel engines
in the world. A new catalytic converter reduces ni-
trogen dioxide emissions by up to 90 percent, VW
says, helping the Touareg BlueTDI meet even the
most challenging exhaust emission standards. 

■ MAY/JUNE 1997:  Finally! VW has given us a
Golf and Jetta with unique 21-speed feature that
gives drivers the option of climbing the narrowest
of rugged mountain trails. The new special-edition
Jetta Trek and Golf Trek are the only cars in their
categories that come standard with a race-ready
mountain bike and custom roof rack. 

■ MAY/JUNE 1987: Audi is offering 140,000 own-
ers of 1984-86 5000 models a $5,000 discount cer-
tificate on a new 1987 model. The certificate is
designed to restore equity in the cars after the
spate of bad publicity over the 5000’s sudden accel-
eration problem. 
■ MAY/JUNE 2007: VW grabbed 36 percent of the

diesel market in 1986, selling 14,630 units. Yet the
heyday of the diesel seems to have ended for now.
The total was 48.7 percent below its 1985 total.
VW’s best year for diesel sales was in 1981 when it
sold 125,019 units. 

■ MAY/JUNE 1977: Dear Walter (Kuntze, VWCA
president) and VWCA members: It is difficult to be-
lieve that 22 years have gone by since the first
Volkswagen Club of America convention. It seems
such a short time ago that Volkswagens — and
their brave but sensible owners — were regarded as
objects of curiosity. Now we’ve become such an es-
tablished part of the American scene that soon VWs
from Pennsylvania will join those from Germany.
We could not have achieved this goal without cus-
tomers who were willing to break old habits to take
advantage of cars that offered quality, economy and
driving enjoyment. I wish the VWCA at least 22
years more of prosperity, comradery and good plain
fun. Best wishes, J. Stuart Perkins, President, Volk-
swagen of America Inc.  

■ MAY 1967: If you think you see more VWs on the
streets between 7 and 9 a.m. and 5 and 7 p.m. than
at any other time of the day, you’re probably right.
That’s because nearly two-thirds of all new VWs sold
in the U.S. are bought by people who use them
mainly to drive to and from work. 

■ MAY 1957: A program of national rallyes, sanc-
tioned and supervised by national and sectional con-
test boards, was among the key items approved by
members at the second annual club convention and
goes into operation immediately. 

10 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO
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e’ll be
wait-
ing for

you at the
Hampton Inn
& Suites in St.
Charles, Ill.,
for the 62nd a -
nnual VWCA
Convention.
We have a fun-
filled VW
weekend that
starts with a
pre-conven-
tion cruise-in
and get-to-
gether at Au-
gostino’s Rock & Roll Deli, a classic 1950s-era
diner on Friday and finishes on Sunday with
BugFest 2017, NIVA’s (Northeast Illinois Volk-
swagen Association) longest-running and largest
all-VW car Show! Sandwiched in between we’ll
enjoy a double feature at an outdoor drive-in the-

ater, a scenic
rallye to test
your observa-
tion and navi-
gation skills
and our
awards ban-
quet.
And we DO

mean
AWARDS ban-
quet. Of
course, we’ll
present the
Eberle Trophy
for the best
local newslet-
ter, the Wood-

bury Dunn Award for the best local safety
program and the coveted Wolfsburg Trophy for
the most active local club. Trophies will also be
given to the top three drivers and navigators
in the Saturday afternoon scenic rallye. As if
that weren’t enough, we’ll have prizes for the

■ Shell Tomlin | vwclub@aol.com 

KEYNOTE EVENT

VWCA CONVENTION

Swingin’ time is in store for members,

guests at 62nd annual club gathering

W

BY SHELL TOMLIN
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member who has attended the
most conventions, the oldest VW
and the one who traveled the
longest distance to the conven-
tion.
If you have a small toy

collection or an unusual
related item, bring it to
the convention. We’ll
award prizes for the
best displays as deter-
mined by votes cast at
the banquet. Space is
limited (only 2 by 2 feet
per display) so be sure
to mark this on your
registration form (Page 8)
so we have a spot reserved for
you.
Sunday is car show day, featuring BugFest

2017, NIVA’s huge all-VW show and swap meet.
Spectators are always admitted free, but your
convention registration fee includes entry of

your show car. Even if you
don’t have a car to show,
come for the cama-
raderie, food, music
and raffles. And you
might even find that
obscure part you’ve
been looking for in
the swap meet.
You won’t want to

miss any of these ac-
tivities, but time is run-

ning short! Send in your
registration form today – while

you’re thinking about it! Conven-
tion deadline is Thursday, June 15, but

reservations at the headquarters hotel is
even earlier – Friday, June 2. See the instruc-
tions in this issue or simply go to our
website,VWclub.org, and click on the link in our
Upcoming Events article.
See you at the convention. You’ll have a grand

time! VWCA

MULTIPLE WAYS 
TO REGISTER
Our convention headquarters hotel is the Hampton

Inn & Suites, 2875 Foxfield Road, St. Charles, IL

60174. Our special rates are guaranteed only until

June 2, 2017, or when our block of rooms is sold

out. 

You have four different ways to make a reservation: 

Personalized web page: Use this link —
bit.ly/2lKq70x — to access our personalized web

page, which will automatically display our group

information, room availability and rates. Simply

click on “Book a Room” and follow the instruc-

tions. 

Visit VWClub.org: Select the article on convention informa-
tion. 

Hampton website: Visit hamptonstcharles.com. Enter the
dates and click search. Then toward the bottom of the next

page add the group/convention code, VWS. Clicking
“Search” will automatically display our group information,

room availability and rates.

Contact the Hotel Directly: Call the hotel directly at (630)
584-0222 and refer to our group code CHXVWS and dates.
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■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

W raised its Golf SportWagen 0.6
inches and added AWD to get a lift.
This higher wagon is called the All-

track. It’s boosting Golf sales, which were
dinged due to VW’s diesel stop-sale. So,
you might call this VW’s comeback car.
In a sense, VW’s wagons are as Ameri-

can as apple strudel. They’ve been state-
side attractions for decades. First VW
dubbed its Microbus a wagon. Then, came
the Squareback, which VW called a sedan.
No one was fooled—one was a van, the
other a wagon. Regardless, scores of
Americans bought VW’s “ultimate Westch-

esterism” as Car and Driver dubbed it, an
ideal suburban second-car. It led the Type
3 series to second place on the USA im-
port car sales chart—roughly 100,000 a
year (at its peak) beginning in fall 1965
and running through 1973. Worldwide
Type 3 sales reached 3.5 million--largely
due to the car with front and rear luggage
compartments. 
Besides the original Squareback, there

was the 411/412 Squareback, the Dasher,
Quantum and Passat wagons. Closer in
size: the Jetta and Golf SportWagens. So
VW has skin in the game, an arena that

GOLF ALLTRACK

WAGONS
HO!

MODELS
(clock-
wise from
left): Sta-
tion
Wagon
(aka
Bus),
Dasher
wagon,
Square-
back,
Golf
SportWa-
gen, Golf
Alltrack. 

AWD model is VW’s comeback car
BY CLIFF LEPPKE

V
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now has fewer players. Most people buy wagon-
like SUVs or CUVs these days. 
During the 1980s, VW promised to make wag-

ons for all seasons and reasons, such as AWD
Quantum Syncro. But AWD didn’t become VW’s
unique selling opportunity. Instead, Subaru and
others took over the AWD wagon territory for
themselves. OK, there were some 4Motion Pas-
sats, but VW’s dedication to four-driven wheels
was never certain. 
VW says that’s changed. Say goodbye to the

past and hello to the present Alltrack. It treads
lightly were Subie’s Outback, Forester and
Crosstrek
have gone.
It’s a compact
Golf wagon
with AWD, an
off-road mode
that includes
hill descent,
and a modest
lift kit—about
on par with
the Square-
back. This
VW’s motiva-
tion: a 170-hp
1.8-liter di-
rect-injection
turbocharged
four-cylinder
engine. Most
will find that
mill attached
to a six-speed direct-shift gearbox, but VW says
it will offer a six-speed manual—something Sub-
aru ditched in its uppity wagons. Guys and
gals—if you want a manual, you know who’s got
’em.
On the outside, the Alltrack dons a rugged

look: black lower body cladding, special bumpers
and smooth-riding Falken Sensor 17-inch XL
tires (205/55/17). Regardless, serious off-roading
isn’t its terrain. 
Heading down unpaved dedicated pathways to

campsites or crawling alleys fits it perfectly. I
climbed a curb, from a parking lot to a rail yard

without a hitch. On my highway chopper test
(bumpy pavement), the AT earned high marks.
The ride comfort is good. 
The AT shines; it delivers an upscale driver’s

environment with a fun-to-drive interface. Steer-
ing is well weighted with a sensible ratio. Sorry,
it doesn’t get the Golf R’s progressive steering.
The DSG’s shift algorithm is low-rpm biased—
upshifts early. This produces thrumming at some
engine speeds. VW’s remedies: paddle shifters so
you can over-ride the tranny’s mapping, a floor
shift with Tiptronic and there’s a dedicated Sport
mode—just push its button. At light throttle, one

can catch the
DSG off its
game with a
bumpy start.
Rarely is this
a problem,
however.
Thus, the
DSG’s park-
ing lot indeci-
siveness has
been tamed. 
A liberally

applied right
foot nets 60
mph in 8.5
seconds. It
feels zesty
and the en-
gine settles to
2,000 rpm at
60 mph,

which is quiet. That speed is also within the en-
gine’s torque band—ideal power to the people
car.
In suburban jaunts, hills and overpasses re-

quire downshifts, which are politely accom-
plished.

■THINK BLUE: VW’s AT turns economy-ori-
ented vehicle operation into a spectator sport.
That’s a shift from the brand’s longtime use of
separate trip computer menus for average mpg
readout menu and instantaneous—now you can
see both at the same time. And VW ups this 

The Alltrack teaches you how to drive more economically. 

➤
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ALLTRACK
game with an onboard Eco driving school built
into its infotainment setup. Press the car button
twice and the Think Blue Trainer offers: average
mpg, an Eco score and several mpg-upping
prompts. There are three circles. The center one
resembles a Danish kringle, shrimp ring or a
daisy.
Eco session, part one: that mid one has two

brackets on either side, which ideally should re-
main in their center spots; they move up or
down to helping you learn gentle braking or ac-
celeration.
They’ll van-
ish, if your
lead foot
rules. These
are similar to
the bouncing
rotating balls
seen on some
hybrid or EV
car displays.
Eco lesson,

part two:
VW’s three-
ring circus is
an alternative
to a bar
graph (you
can tap your
way to a more
conventional graphical display if you’d like). The
center circle has a ring with segments—a white
rotating spoke indicates current mpg, to its
right are long blue slices if you’re thrifty, shorter
blue ones if you aren’t or gaps when you’ve been
naughty. They’re traces of your previous driving
history. 
While I’d prefer additional colors like red and

green or a higher placement of this screen, it is
useful. And the left circle presents your eco
score 0-100, the middle qualifies as the training
ring, and the right displays average mpg. 
The trainer could be imagined a daisy’s petals,

where the floral disc (center) flashes Eco when

you’ve done well. It also displays pictographs of
a speedo if your foot’s pushing too far on the go
pedal. And those daisy petals around the center
circle get plucked, when one bombs down back
roads. 
Another lesson: there’s a Civil War in this dis-

play. Gray represents poor behavior, whereas
blue means good.   
Regardless, VW’s Eco trainer addresses one of

the brands quirks that hyper-miling drivers
haven’t liked—toggling between info screen

menus to as-
sess average
and instanta-
neous mpg
figures, and
the lack of an
timeline mpg
bar graph. 
Nonethe-

less, VW’s
training
screen could
be improved.
For example,
if it were
more like a
1980s Pentax
self-focusing
camera that
used color

LEDs in its eyepiece to indicate camera func-
tions, one could learn Eco driving by hue. 
My mpg overall: 27 in cold weather. The EPA

says: 22 city, 30 hwy, 25 combo. The car’s coolant
reaches operating temp quickly, although the oil
temp indicator shows that the engine isn’t fully
up to top efficiency for some time after you get
heat. That’s normal and worth checking if you
must summon the turbo’s kick. VW recommends
gentle driving until the oil temp digits appear. 
Glossy gray dashboard inlays look classy; don’t

distract. Door panel inserts ape carbon fiber and
are accented by LEDs. Night light courtesy in-
cludes foot well illumination, inside door handles
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too, and release levers
plus steering wheel
switches headlamp control
and other switchgear. Nei-
ther of the two 12-volt
sockets nor the USB nor
aux ports is lit. 
The glove box is home

to a CD/DVD player.
I noticed what sounded

like a squeaky bushing
under the car when mov-
ing at low speeds. 
Otherwise, the AT is

nicely fitted, excellent up
front with cloth headliner
and cloth-covered A pil-
lars. The ultra-smooth
leather wrapped steering
wheel is a delight. I found
the left spoke’s switchgear
awkwardly shaped for left
thumb operation. Audi’s
steering wheel switches are better. Overhead,
light gray fabric provides an airy smart look
that’s even brighter with the panoramic roof.
The latter, is a nod to the Olds Vista Cruiser—
spiritually at least. 
As you move rearward, the door cards be-

come hard plastic with padded armrests and
supple sections abutting them. The rear seat
split folds and has a center armrest/pass-
through with cup holders. Plus, backseat driv-
ers get face vents.
Towing: the owner’s manual discusses towing,

but no info describes whether it can actually tow.
In the past, the DSG is a no-go on pulling stuff.
Stuffing: the cargo hold’s floor is adjustable. 
Steering effort could be higher. The Alltrack’s

predictable handling accepts spirited driver com-
mands. The DSG downshifts promptly, the
brakes are firm and the alert steering has natu-
ral centering action. At full throttle, there’s no
torque steer. It’s steady—drama free. No tail
wag—just enough push to remind you that it’s
not a sports car. 
VW beats the Subie in the on-road department

with more secure, playful feel; the VW imparts

higher material quality and offers quick acceler-
ation. But it’s smaller than the Outback but
longer than the Crosstrek. If you like the AWD
idea but can forgo the AT’s exterior treatment,
you can buy the AWD SportWagen for less. Want
more miles to the gallon? Get the FWD SportWa-
gen. 
Regardless, VW’s Alltrack shines in clear or

foul weather. It’s got snappy getaway, an upscale
driver-focused environ—particularly nice after
trying some cars that skew the center stack to
the right, polished ride, ample cargo and people
room plus nimble, confidence inspiring han-
dling. This difficult-to-achieve combination is
satisfying, makes one feel that accepting its de-
livery is the beginning of a beautiful relation-
ship.
VW asks $31,350 for this Alltrack SE. That fig-

ure includes fog  lights, rain-sensing wipers,
roof rails, rearview camera, pushbutton start,
Fender sound system, leather-trimmed steering,
brake lever and shift knob and big glass sunroof.
It’s a package that convinces this single guy,
who bought a Squareback out of wedlock (and
still has it), that VW’s got a comeback car. VWCA

The view of Alltrack’s 66.5 cubic feet cargo space with the rear seats flattened (30.4
with the seats up). 
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n the 62 years of the Volkswagen Club of
America, few individuals have played such a
monumental role in the success of the organi-
zation as Gaston Krishman, whose contribu-
tions spanned decades and who touched the

lives of many who crossed his path both here and
abroad. 
Those whose club membership does not span

more than 15 years or so will probably not re-
member his decades-long contributions to the
AUTOIST magazine, both as a columnist and pho-
tographer. He wrote about American automobiles
for European magazines as well as about Euro-
pean and Asian automobiles for our AUTOIST in
his column, “Report From Europe Direct.” His
“Odd Volks” photo feature was a regular of the
publication for more than two decades.
Gaston, who experienced firsthand the horrors

of war in Europe
and later built a
successful busi-
ness in America,
died April 10,
2017, one month
after his 95th
birthday. For
most of his years
in the United
States, he lived
in Skokie, Ill., a
suburb of
Chicago. 
To those who

knew Gaston, he could be a
teacher and mentor – if you
took the time to listen. The
tales he told of his youth pro-
vided a valuable insight to his
personality, and his gentle per-
suasiveness seemed contrary to
his eastern European upbring-
ing. Having come to this coun-
try in 1953, he had a surprising
awareness of American cus-
toms, courtesies and language. 
Member Frank Caruso recalled that Gaston

“was truly an inspirational gentleman” who will
be missed by “all of the old-timer members who
were the early backbone of the club.” 
Caruso added: “Having, myself, joined back in

1957, I remember full well the myriad of
photos that he took to document the many
events that took place in the club’s early
days. He had an astonishing life history, and
those who took the time to listen and learn from
such a distinguished man themselves came away
a better person.”
Shell Tomlin, longtime VWCA president, re-

called that “we communicated often, and he fre-
quently caught my spelling errors that I had
been making routinely for years.” More than 60
years in America failed to diminish much of Gas-
ton’s German accent. He was an adept writer in
his second language of English. 
Gaston was a professional real estate photog-

rapher who spent most of his workday driving

‘AN ASTONISHING LIFE’
GASTON KRISHMAN 1922 • 2017

Major club contributor dies at 95

LEFT: Gaston Krishman with his iconic Speed Graphic camera in a 1950s pose.
ABOVE: At the convention banquet in 1986, his 25th year with the VWCA. 

I
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from house to house tak-
ing pictures for the listing
directories. In his travels,
he often noticed strange
and unusual sights, which
he photographed, because
his camera was always at
the ready. These pictures
often appeared in the AU-
TOIST, and some were the
basis for his legendary
“PhotoScenic” rallyes,
which he singlehandedly
produced for many years
in the Chicago area.
In 2011, long after the

original PhotoScenic series had ended, Tomlin
asked Gaston for and was granted permission to
use his “invention” for the convention rallye. The
concept was timeless and has been a feature of
most conventions since then, including the 62nd
event this year.
AUTOIST correspondent Richard Van Treuren

has fond memories of Gaston, recalling their
first meeting at the 1980 convention in Atlanta. 
“Noticing his work in the AUTOIST since joining

in ’76, I was delighted to learn our volunteer
club photographer was a consummate profes-
sional,” Van Treuren said. “Always offering ad-
vice for my amateur picture-taking efforts, he
never turned down a request for help or ever put
off working a club challenge.”
Though Van Treuren fixated on the original

1975 Rabbit he bought
and modified extensively,
Gaston politely explained
that his ’75 Rabbit was the
worst car he’d ever owned
and would never have an-
other. In a 1975 AUTOIST
column, Gaston com-
plained, “This writer’s
Rabbit passes hot air from
the engine compartment
instead of fresh outside air
through the fresh air
ducts into the car’s inte-
rior!” 
During his stints as club

tour guide, he would periodically participate in
the European delivery program, bringing home
a variety of red VW models. The Rabbit was yel-
low ... “Lemon Yellow,” he said.
Despite his aversion to VW’s product at that

point, “he remained loyal to the club and his
longtime friends therein, giving of his time and
talent for endless decades,” Van Treuren said.
“Climbing on the roof for better angles, he was
everywhere at once with his camera. My few at-
tempts to keep up and jot down captions re-
flected his seemingly boundless energy for
gathering images that he would then happily de-
velop and process on his own dime. I remember

Richard Van Treuren with Gaston Krishman in 1980. 

Gaston Krishman with his reviled 1975 VW Rabbit, a car
he called the worst he ever owned. 

Gaston Krishman with his late wife, Eva, at a 1970s con-
vention. 

➤
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pushing for a club recruiting brochure,
and Gaston created an enormous collage
of VWs—on a basement door—which be-
came one of our most famous graphics.”
AUTOIST editor Fred Ortlip received a

note from Gaston dated Sept. 30, 2015,
written with a steady hand in the midst of
VW’s diesel-emissions scandal. It read:
“Many thanks for the interesting VW AU-
TOIST. This by now 93-year-old guy who
gave up his drivers license some 5 or 6
years ago enjoys reading it very much.
Enclosed are clips from the British maga-
zine ‘The Economist,’ with more moderate
reports about VW’s recent problems.” 

■LIFE IN EUROPE: Gaston G. Krishman
was born March 10, 1922, to a German
mother and a Latvian father near Gdansk,
Poland. From shortly after birth until
1931, he lived in Hamburg, Germany,
where his father was with the Latvian diplomatic
mission.  The family later lived in Riga, the capi-
tal of Latvia, until 1940. In those years, he en-
joyed traveling throughout Europe as well as the
United States and Canada. 
With war raging and the Russian army occupy-

ing the Baltic states, the Krishman family fled to
Augsburg, Germany. Then from 1941 to 1945, he
was a paratrooper with the German army and
made his first contact with Volkswagens. 
His unit used special rigs to attach one am-

phibious VW each to the belly of a paratroop
transport plane. The cars were dropped with the
help of four parachutes. Four days before the end
of World War II, while fighting Russian troops
near Berlin, Gaston was wounded for the seventh
time. The hospital he was taken to was overrun
by the Russians and he became a prisoner of war. 
After only a partial recuperation and torturous

interrogations, he was sent to Siberia where he
worked in coal mines until early 1950, when he
was released and returned to Augsburg. 
From 1950 to 1954 he worked as a program di-

rector with an international relief program for

refugees from iron curtain country. After emi-
grating in 1954 to the United States with wife
Eva (married in 1952), he worked as a newspa-
per photographer for a chain of five weekly
newspapers in Pittsburgh. He moved to the

KRISHMAN

One of Gaston Krishman’s photos from the 1963 convention in
Cleveland. 

Gaston Krishman at an autobahn rest area in the former
East Germany with his daughter, Karin Davies, in the early
1990s. 
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Chicago area in
1955—the year the
VW Club of America
was formed—and
started his freelance
architectural and real
estate photography
business. 
Gaston joined the

VWCA and the local
Chicago VW Club af-
filiate in late 1962
and soon be-
came a fixture in
club activities,
including his

contributions to the AUTOIST. Starting in the
mid-’60s he was the club’s public relations
rep, dealing with other car clubs, the gen-
eral public, VW dealers and distributors and
with VW officials in the U.S. and Germany. 
He made his AUTOIST debut in the Decem-

ber 1962 issue. In September 1974, the Odd
Volks photo feature made its debut and ran
for more than 23 years. Nearing age 74 in
early 1996, he announced his semi-retire-
ment from the publication.

In the final issue of 1999, the veteran
traveler graced the AUTOIST with his
final contribution, a cover story cen-
tered around a two-week trip to Ger-
many with VWCA colleagues while
driving a rented Sharan, VW’s new
minivan not sold in the U.S.  
“From the photographs with this re-

port, you can see that the Sharan is
quite a good looking minivan,” Gaston
wrote. “Ours was a turbocharged-inter-
cooled diesel model named ‘Family,’ and
it featured a built-in infant seat on the
right side of the second seat row, de-
signed for three people. In typical Ger-
man let’s-not-overdo fashion, only the
front side windows had electric lifters,
while passengers in the rear seats had
to use muscle power.” 
Wife Eva died of cancer on Feb. 4,

1993, 39 years to the day after she and
Gaston arrived in Chicago. His longtime house-
keeper and later caretaker Graciela Villacias sur-
vives, along with a daughter, Karin Davies, and a
son, Henry Krishman. 
Gaston Krishman, Walter Kuntze and Max

Goldstein were affectionately known in the club
as the “Three Musketeers,” and now we have lost
them all. The world, and indeed the club, is a
sadder place without them, but we can take some
small comfort in having known them. Our con-
dolences to Gaston’s family and to those who
knew him. VWCA

“The Odd Volks,” a collection of offbeat photos Gaston Krishman
snapped in his years as a residential photographer was an 
AUTOIST staple for more than 23 years. 

From left, Barb Boltz, Graciela Villacias, Greg Boltz and Gaston Krish-
man pose “in a muddy Bavarian cow pasture” with a rented VW Sha-
ran, part of a two-week vacation in Europe in 1999. 

Gaston Krishman with long-
time companion Graciela Vil-
lacias at a VWCA event in
2003. 



UTAH

LAYTON: CUTRUBUS MOTORS VW, 1230 NORTH MAIN, 801-544-5878
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200, P-
10 A-15 L-10 AC

VIRGINIA
ALEXANDRIA: ALEXANDRIA VW, 107 W. GLEBE ROAD, 703-684-
8888, www.alexandriavw.com, P-10 A-10 L-10
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6900 PETERS CREEK ROAD, 540-366-
4830
STAUNTON: VALLEY VW, 314 LEE-JACKSON HWY., 540-213-6800
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990
WOODBRIDGE: KAREN RADLEY VW, 14700 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.,

866-756-9770
WASHINGTON

BELLEVUE: CHAPLIN'S BELLEVUE VW, 15000 SE EASTGATE WAY, 425-
641-2002, P-10 A-10 L-10
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322,
P-10 A-10 L-10

WEST VIRGINIA
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS VW, 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-
5451
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. SW,
304-744-1561, P-10 A-10 L-10
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E, 304-242-7313, P-15 A-
15 L-10 AC

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: VW-AUDI OF EAU CLAIRE, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-
830-1111
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON ROAD,
608-241-5201

MILWAUKEE: VW OF MILWAUKEE NORTH, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING
DR., 414-290-1400

CANADA
QUEBEC: VW LAURENTIDES, 85 JOHN F. KENNEDY ST., JEROME, 450-
438-4101, AC

BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-348-0111
CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-2888
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-405-2650,
P-10 A-10 L-10
SANTA MONICA: SANTA MONICA AUDI, 1020 SANTA MONICA BLVD.,
866-982-5667, P-10 L-10
WEST COVENA: PENSKE AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE.
SOUTH, 626-384-3400, P-15 A-15 L-15

COLORADO
GLENWOOD SPRINGS: GLENWOOD SPRINGS VW-AUDI, 100 RIVERINE
ROAD, 866-308-1836 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them
whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership
cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it
might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB

AUDI DEALERS

VW DEALERS



SUPPORT THE DEALERS
WHO SUPPORT VWCA
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IDAHO
BOISE: AUDI BOISE, 8400 W. FRANKLIN ROAD, 208-377-5400

ILLINOIS
PEORIA: VW OF PEORIA, 2322 W. SUD'S PARKWAY, 309-243-7000, P-
10 A-15 L-10

INDIANA
BLOOMINGTON: ROYAL VW OF BLOOMINGTON, 3333 E. THIRD ST., 812-
332-9251, P-12 A-12 L-12

IOWA
DAVENPORT: VW OF QUAD CITIES, 3700 HARRISON ST., 563-386-1511

LOUISIANA
BOSSIER CITY: MOFFITT VW-AUDI, 1960 OLD MINDEN ROAD, 318-746-
2175

MAINE
BANGOR: DARLING'S, 403 HOGAN ROAD, 207-941-1330, AC 

MICHIGAN
FARMINGTON HILLS: SUBURBAN VW OF FARMINGTON HILLS, 37911
GRAND RIVER AVE., 248-471-0800, P-10 A-10 L-10
LANSING: WILLIAMS VW, 2845 E. SAGINAW ST., 517-484-1341

NEW JERSEY
CHERRY HILL: CHERRY HILL VW, 2261 MARLTON PIKE WEST, 856-665-
5370, P-10 A-10 L-10

NEW YORK
LATHAM: AUDI ALBANY, 723 NEW LOUDON ROAD, 518-783-5003, P-10

A-10 L-10
OHIO

DUBLIN: MIDWESTERN AUTO GROUP, 6335 PERIMETER LOOP ROAD,
614-717-4843

PENNSYLVANIA
LEESPORT: AUDI READING, 2746 BERNVILLE ROAD (ROUTE 183), 610-
777-6500, P-10 A-10 L-10

UTAH
LAYTON: CUTRUBUS MOTORS VW, 1230 NORTH MAIN, 801-544-5878

VIRGINIA
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000

WASHINGTON
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
QUEBEC: PARK AVENUE AUDI, 8755 BOUL TASCHEREAU OUEST,
BROSSARD 450-455-4811
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM, 905-513-
8820, P-15 

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

CALIFORNIA
VENTURA: AIRHEAD PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, AC, AIR-
COOLED VW PARTS

VENTURA: KARMANN GHIA PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, AC,
AIR-COOLED VW PARTS

CONNECTICUT
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUSTOM DRIVE,
860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, VINTAGE REPAIR

ILLINOIS
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-8482, AC,
IMPORT AUTO PARTS
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, P-10 A-10 AC, IMPORT AUTO PARTS 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783, AC,
EUROPEAN AUTO REPAIR

KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON ROAD, 502-584-3511,
www.importdoktor.com, P-10 A-10, IMPORT AUTO REPAIR

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, AC, AIR-COOLED VW PARTS & REPAIR

NEW YORK
MASSAPEQUA: G T PRECISION IMPORTS, 190A MARGARETTA AVE., 516-
799-1100, www.gtprecision.com, P-10 L-10 AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR
FACILITY
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA ROAD, 315-
789-2200, INDEPENDENT VW & AUDI SERVICE

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS
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■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

hen Ron Moore eyes a flashy new car, his
X-ray vision sees through the glossy
paint into the vehicle’s steel skeleton. He

investigates whether the rakish windshield’s “A”
pillar is high-strength or ultra high-strength
steel. Moving rearward, he’s apt to probe
whether the doorpost or “B” pillar contains
tough Boran steel. Moore isn’t a trying out for a
role in “Bones,” “Grey’s Anatomy” or perhaps the
remake of “The Six Million Dollar Man.” Instead,
he’s a first-responder who trains others how to
rescue injured people from crashed vehicles. 
Your local fire department might be behind the

times when it comes to saving the lives of those
involved in late-model car crashes. Moore wants
to rectify that. He says today’s cars employ steel
alloys that permit lighter, stronger bodies that
save fuel and lives. Nonetheless, new steel alloys
present challenges because existing rescue tools
are not designed to cut through these metals.
And just as air bags, hybrids and fully electric
cars require responders to safely handle new-ve-
hicle technology, high-strength steel adds to the
learning curve. 
On one hand, Moore says recent Federal Motor

Vehicle Safety Standards improve your chances
of walking away from a wreck. On the other,
Moore says that in 2008 a Maryland fire depart-
ment found that rescuing injured people from a
crashed vehicle didn’t go well. Its tools couldn’t
cut through B pillars to remove a roof.
As more fire departments and insurance com-

panies became aware of the situation, Moore got
involved in testing tools and training first re-
sponders. Here’s what they’ve learned: One,
older tools still work. Where one cuts, for in-
stance, makes a difference. That’s because tai-
lored steel blanks used in vehicle pillars vary in
thickness. Additionally, ultra high-strength and
Boron steel, which is hard, slow or make cutting
very difficult. Thus, moving a cutter up or down
a few inches can make a difference, as does slic-
ing around the pillar, say, by snipping into the
roof. Two, first responders are upgrading tools,
usually cutters first, to handle new challenges
presented by new steel alloys. 
You could say that knowing where to cut is the

slice that could save your life. Yet, Moore says
there’s rescue-worker “jet lag” caused by train-
ing responders with older cars. That’s because

SLICE
OF LIFE

New steel car
bodies require

fresh life-saving
methods

W
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Got something to sell? Try the AUTOIST classifieds. The price
is right for members — they’re free! And ads appear more
promptly on the club website, vwclub.org.

what works on old vehicles doesn’t work on new
ones. Yet, Moore still uses older test mules to
teach new tricks. For example, he paints items
that must be cut around, when it’s a 2017 model-
year car. Engineers at State Farm, who became
aware of the situation, provided Moore with 12
damaged vehicles with ultra high-strength steel
for training. Rescue equipment companies also
use these vehicles when developing their tools.
In addition, boronextrication.com provides body
structure info. Firehouse Magazine, a trade pub-
lication, also updates first responders. VWCA

The annual Woodbury Dunn Safety Award con-test is now underway for 2017. This is the
leading single safety endeavor promoted by the
Volkswagen Club of America. The Woodbury
Dunn Memorial trophy was
established in
memory of club
member Wood-
bury Dunn, who
was killed in an
automobile acci-
dent in 1956. 
Woodbury, a

well-known and
well-liked member
at that time, was
killed in his VW
when a cement
truck passed going
up a hill and hit him
head-on. The trophy
is awarded once a
year, at the annual
VWCA convention, to
the local club with
the most effective safety program. As the actual
original trophy remains in the possession of the
VWCA, the winning local club will receive a beau-
tifully engraved plaque and cool banner to dis-
play at club events.
The VWCA would like to encourage each local

club to have a safety director. However, if this po-

sition is not currently filled, each local club is
still invited to participate in this competition. 
The goal is to strive for overall safety of all club

members and
their families. By
instituting this
award process,
we encourage all
clubs to provide
some level of a
safety program
for their mem-
bers and VW
vehicles. A let-
ter has been
sent to every
affiliated club
outlining the
rules and
guidelines
along with a
letter of in-

tent form. I encour-
age all clubs to participate in this important

and fun program.
If you have any questions, please contact me. —

Tom Kravcar, VWCA safety director,
car57chevy@comcast.net 

Woodbury Dunn Safety Award contest starts anew
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aul Dvorak is a matchmaker. Like a
dating service, he answers phones,
checks profiles and arranges

connections. Unlike eHarmony, he
doesn’t pair people with people.
Instead, he mates salvaged car
parts with those who need them.
He’s a busy man. Every few
minutes the phone rings and
the auto dating service begins.
His people skills are just as im-
portant as his knowledge of
cars, vehicle dismantling and
inventory methods. Frequently,
he walks the end customer
through part identification by
describing it.  
Paul works at H&H Auto Parts

in Sussex, Wis. You dare not call
the place where he works a junk-
yard; it’s a far more sophisticated
setup than you’d expect. First, H&H’s
niche is late-model car parts from vehi-

cles that are about 10 years old, the age
of most vehicles on the roads these
days. In contrast, the LKQ chain fo-
cuses on the newest cars. H&H,
therefore, provides the retail or
often service-shop customer an
alternative to expensive new
parts or difficult-to-obtain
items. Second, how this sal-
vage yard reclaims parts, eval-
uates them, lists them and
supplies them to their end
consumers is more fascinating
that speed dating.
H&H let me pick parts off a

1983 Wolfsburg Edition
Scirocco, indoors in February. 
H&H’s David Hietpas says

many salvage yards went out of
business due to the cost of reduc-
ing the environmental impact of

their operations. He says H&H got
ahead of the clean-earth campaign by

The engine and transmission warehouse at H&H Auto Parts in Sussex, Wis. 

MATCHMAKER
Where car
parts find
a loving

connection

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

H&H AUTO PARTS

P

Paul Dvorak
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Members: Got a beef, a quip, a story (sob or otherwise),
a point of view, a problem, a solution? Let us know. 

first improving water
management on its
yard, which abuts a
quarry. Oil, gas, and
refrigerant don’t get
into the soil, because
those chemicals are re-
moved from vehicles.
Ground cover is also
employed to maintain
clean water. These
days salvage yards
must meet state de-
partment of natural re-
sources and EPA rules.
This means recycling
all vehicle fluids. Most
of the machines H&H
processes come from
insurance companies
and vehicle owners who want cash for their
clunkers.

■ID, GRADE, INVENTORY, EXPERIENCE:
H&H uses Hollander software to provide a parts
ID system. While this yard has considerable im-
port-car experience, its operation today com-
bines domestic and import brands. Folks often
discover what’s in H&H’s inventory via the inter-
net. This, according to Hietpas, makes sales
tougher because people have access to the com-
petition too. That’s where good customer service
makes a difference. 
After vehicles arrive at H&H, it and its parts

are identified, graded, stored and put into an in-
ventory database. Often key components are
cleaned. Code numbers for the item and its con-
dition painted on the part. If a part is sold that
the yard manager believes has a quality problem,
the firm won’t ship it. FYI: If you want to pull
parts from cars at H&H’s yard, you can. But you
must get permission and confirm what you’re
buying is on H&H’s database.   
H&H uses the salvage industry’s Gold Seal

Standard to grade parts and provide the cus-
tomer a means of determining the condition of
an auto part. For example, besides providing an
inventory number that indicates what car and

which item, it’s graded. If you see 7R1 on a car
door, the first digit indicates location (lower lip),
damage (rust) and estimated time to repair it (1
hour). 
If you or your technician is searching, say, for

New Beetle’s air pump, H&H is a good place to
shop. Tarkus Complete Auto Service in Milwau-
kee often buys items like this to lower the cost of
fixing older VWs. How do you arrange a date
with H&H? Call Paul at (262) 246-6400 or go to
handhautoparts.com. VWCA

An aerial view of H&H’s yard in Sussex, Wis. 
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■BY RICHARD G. VAN TREUREN

VW Trends    
Remember the magazine of that name? Don’t

know when it gave up the print medium, hope-
fully long after the single article yours truly sold
them decades ago. (It concerned adding the Sony
Music Shuttle and a Hella burglar alarm to your
A1 series car using the key-in-the-ignition buzzer
position to run the audio when present, then arm
the alarm when the key was removed.) 
The magazine featured occasional articles on

VWs rebuilt and scratch-built as Dune Buggies
and Sand Rails, with the occasional report on
concept cars. If they were still turning out maga-
zines when VW teased us with the Dune concept
New Beetle some years ago, it likely would have
earned a photo spread therein.

Last fall we visited the Mexican island of
Cozumel and were somewhat surprised to find
more Brazilian than Mexican VWs there (see
Jan/Feb 2017 AUTOIST). Even more astonishing
was a completely new car we’d never imagined
existed.
Tourists were renting and driving away in

what was obviously a modern, water-cooled
front wheel drive VW that had no doors and only
a snap-on tarp roof. Several colors were offered
in the rental lot close to the pier. What was it, I
wondered?
They appeared to have many modern features.

Disc brakes, LED lights, inside-control mirrors,
and even a full roll cage-like structure in this
topless sedan. Not the sort of car you’d want to
drive in a hard winter or blowing rainstorm, but
it did have an enclosed lockable trunk, so your
groceries would be kept dry.

■ Richard G. VanTreuren | rgvant@juno.com

This yellow model featured a special hood and front-end
treatment. But what are these cars? 

Not unlike the “Old Faithful - New Faithful” ad of years ago,
we spotted this production-looking dune buggy with ...
wait, what’s that behind it? 
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Obviously, it had no side-impact airbags or re-
inforcing beams, because it had no doors. It also
had no passenger-side air bag. It also had no
driver air bag. In fact, there did not seem to be
anything in the entire car that could explode un-
expectedly and cause bodily injury. 
Back home we did some Googling—and found

our mystery VW is called the Trend Buggy. What

a cover story it would have made for the old
magazine of the similar name. The waterproof in-
terior and other visible features made this writer
believe it is targeted at the old Dune Buggy mar-
ket, but it is not a kit car.
Hard to imagine in today’s world that one can

purchase a production runabout that is somewhat
of a golf cart on steroids. Just forget about trying
to license or title one in the U.S. Here, the only car
you can buy without a boatload of federally man-
dated safety features is the Polaris Slingshot, a
three-wheeler licensed as a motorcycle yet whose
base price is likely thousands more than the Trend
Buggy. What a situation we’ve inherited!

■THIS POLECAT DOESN’T STINK: Also from
the internet came this image of the “Civy” ver-
sion of the German army Iltis. This expensive ul-
timate dune buggy was briefly sold in Europe
before the whole works — tooling and all—was
divested to Bombardier. (A Canadian-built model
carries a VW badge in the Wolfsburg Museum.
With a big wad of cash you could import one of

these 1980s vehicles into the U.S. Two of these
played the roles of North Korean jeeps in the
2012 movie “The Interview.” VWCA

Other than the lollipop and the “GTI” badge, we could find
no model markings whatever. Bit of a cargo deck atop the
enclosed trunk. 

We found this image on the internet. Trend Buggy may
only contain a basic radio, but it’s fair to assume the elec-
tricals are water resistant. 

Members: Add value to your VWCA membership by regis-

tering at VWClub.org to take advantage of discounts on

exclusive Club Store merchandise and to renew your

membership, using either PayPal or your credit card.
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Memorial weekend campout  
We’ve always said that participation in local

chapter activities is a huge part of “enjoying
your VW to the fullest.” It is the purpose of this
column, therefore, to highlight these events and
activities, give the planners and organizers a lit-
tle recognition for their efforts and perhaps in-
spire other chapters to try some of the unique
and fun ways we enjoy our VWs.
Here’s a look at what some of the locals have

been up to: 
Badger Beetles Auto Fun Club, Milwaukee:

“Badger Beetles” has always been into camping,
and this year is no exception. The Memorial
weekend campout is on again this year at Lazy
Days Campground in West Bend, Wis. There’s
nothing like waking up to the smell of frying
bacon wafting through the campsite!
Central Florida VW Club, Orlando: CFVWC

members are gearing up for a dealer-sponsored
event (Fields Volkswagen, Daytona, Fla.) in the
spring as well as a car show at Jenkins VW in
Leesburg, Fla. If you live in Florida, it’s always
car show season!
Northeast Illinois Volkswagen Association,

Lisle: NIVA folks held their now-annual get-to-
gether at the Hub Cap ’50s-era diner and are
preparing for their 11th annual Indoor Swap
Meet. With no time for rest, they are also organ-
izing the 2017 edition of their BugFest Car Show
and (outdoor) Swap Meet in June. BugFest will be
the finale of the 62nd VWCA Convention in St.
Charles, Ill.
Stateline Volks Folks, Rockford, Ill.: It’s not

too early for this club to start thinking about
their 31st annual Vintage Picnic at Alpine Park in
July. You will remember that the 61st VWCA Con-
vention ended there last year. It takes a bit of

planning, but everybody pitches in.

■AND NOW YOU KNOW: Local chapters com-
pete for annual awards presented at each year’s
convention? The Eberle Newsletter Trophy is
given to the chapter with the best local newslet-
ter; the Woodbury Dunn Trophy goes to the chap-
ter with the best safety program; and the coveted
Wolfsburg Trophy is won by the most active local
chapter. If you belong to a local club, be sure you
are participating in all these contests and help fill
out and submit the forms. For information about
entering, contact us at vwclub@aol.com.
Finally, this column is in need of a member to

compile the activities of our local chapters and
send them bimonthly to the AUTOIST editor. You’ll
find it fun to learn about the clever and innova-
tive events developed by our local chapters and
share them with other members. If you’re the one,
contact VWCA at vwclub@aol.com or directly to
the AUTOIST editor at vwautoist@mindspring.com.
We’re waiting to hear from you! VWCA

Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica

Got something to sell? Try the AUTOIST classifieds. The price
is right for members — they’re free! And ads appear more
promptly on the club website, vwclub.org.
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DRIVER’S SEAT ■ FROM PAGE 3

delivery). It is exactly the same as the
Mazda’s. Both have turbocharged four-cylin-
der engines, however, the Atlas requires a
VR6 upgrade for AWD. I’ll let you know how
the Atlas compares to Mazda’s stylish big
machine. 
VW’s upcoming vehicles are late to the

crossover party. Those who represent the
VW brand at car shows tell me that the
Atlas represents a big change in more ways
than its size. They say VW’s management
listened to their observations about the
Atlas—face it, these brand specialists know
a lot about how the public responds to vehi-
cles. And VW’s management made changes
to the Atlas that should make it even more
appealing to those who buy big crossovers. 
I also got a good look under the 2018

Tiguan’s hood. Its 2.0-liter TSI engine ap-
pears to sport a different cylinder head than the
same mill under the GTI’s hood. This suggests it
probably will use a “B” cycle type engine dis-
cussed in the last Autoist. And despite earlier de-
nials, VW will continue selling the current
short-wheelbase Tiguan as the Limited. Previ-

ously, your AUTOIST
correspondent
hinted that it would
be called the Clas-
sic.
My VW crossover

observation: The
Atlas’ exterior does-
n’t wow—it echoes
other vehicles in its
exterior design. But
it certainly delivers
interior comfort. A
good warranty and
clever promotion
are needed to get
people into VW deal-
ers and move the
Atlas onto road-
ways.

■RUST DOESN’T SLEEP: If you own a fifth-gen-
eration VW Jetta or Rabbit (Golf)—roughly
model years 2006-2010—remember that your car
has a 12-year rust warranty. And that warranty
is transferable. I’ve seen ample examples of
rusted fenders and rocker panels on these cars.
Make a claim.
Sources say that VWoA, which builds vehicles

for the USA not to the end consumer’s order but
to what VW dealers agree to sell, will offer the
upcoming small T-Roc crossover and the larger
CrossBlue Concept Coupe. Because sources know
that dealers made agreements to sell these vehi-
cle, they’re predicting that someday you’ll see
them at your nearby VW dealer.
Finally, VW settles the criminal fine part of its

dirty diesel mess. And about 50 percent of the
2.0-liter TDIs have been removed through the
buyback program since November, a sign that
VW will meet its deadlines. However, there’s no
new news whether VW can fix 2.0-liter TDIs
other than the 2015 model year version. Two
other types, the pre-2015 Passat’s TDI and pre-
2015 Jetta, Golf and Beetle TDI will have to go to
the scrap heap unless there’s a fix. The clock is

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST
contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
leppke.cliff@gmail.com. 

Rusted fender on a TDI buyback lot. 
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ticking; if VW doesn’t get an approval to repair
these vehicles, those who want to keep them can-
not get restitution. It’s either a buyback and
restitution or nothing.       

■LATEST COURT UPDATE: VW must pay a $2.8
billion criminal fine for cheating on diesel-car
emissions.
U.S. District Judge Sean Cox also accepted the

$4.3 billion agreement reached in January be-
tween VW and the U.S. government. That figure
is less than the maximum allowed ($17 billion to
$34 billion), because VW cooperated with U.S.
regulators after it was charged
with wrongdoing.  
Cox overruled ob-

jections from
lawyers represent-
ing consumers who
wanted to pursue
criminal restitution
claiming current
civil settlements with
VW were enough. VW
also agrees to court-
appointed oversight. 
Besides the plea, VW

has agreed to reforms,
new audits and over-
sight by an independent monitor for three years.
The Justice Department has charged seven cur-
rent and former VW executives with crimes—five
are in Germany and haven’t been arraigned. VW
announced that it expects to broaden discipli-
nary action beyond the two-dozen employees it
has already suspended.
All said, VW is forking over at least $25 billion

in fines, restitution, buybacks and so forth in the
USA.   

■LONG-HAUL WARRANTY: VW’s biggest pas-
senger vehicle ever gets the longest transferable
bumper-to-bumper warranty in the USA. At six
years and 72,000 miles, VW earns the bragging
rights to claim it has one of the best new-vehicle
warranties. The 2018 Tiguan will also get the
same coverage.  

■OLD TIGUAN HANGS AROUND: The older,
smaller Tiguan crossover is getting a reprieve.
VW says it will continue offering this model as
the Limited version, when the longer 2018
model arrives this summer.

■TDI ROUNDUP MARCHES ON: While it’s
costly and ultimately led to the scrapping of
scores of 2.0-liter diesel VW cars, the Small Won-
der firm says it’s ahead of schedule in removing
its polluting vehicles from American roads. Since
November 2016, VW has bought back or termi-

nated the leases on 238,000
of 475,000 diesel vehicles.
They’re parked at nearly 30
lots nationwide. The firm
has two years to complete
the buyback process. VW
must buy back or repair at
least 85 percent of these
vehicles by 2019 or face
penalties. Today, it’s
begun repairing 6,200
cars.   

■ATLAS PRICING: In
April, VWoA announced

Atlas pricing. The FWD “S” model seven-pas-
senger “LUV”—luxury utility vehicle—with four-
cylinder 2.0-liter TSI: $30,500 plus $925
destination. The 3.6-liter VR6 FWD version:
$31,900. A limited availability S Launch model
features the VR6 engine; adds a panoramic sun-
roof, and an eight-inch touchscreen infotainment
system. Expect S models later during the 2018
model-year run.
Available this May: The SE version with auto-

matic headlamps, blind spot detection and rear
traffic alert. Add the Technology package and
you get numerous driving aids such as forward
collision warning with braking and pedestrian
detection. At the top of the line: the SEL Pre-
mium with AWD, area-view camera and 20-inch
alloy wheels for $48,490. Atlas options: second-
row captain’s chairs, R-Line sporty trim and
Black 20-inch alloy wheels.

■2018 GOLF FAMILY BOWS IN NEW YORK:➤
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VW presented
its refreshed
Golf lineup of
compact hatch-
backs and wag-
ons at the New
York Interna-
tional Auto
Show. New
standard fea-
tures include
LED taillights
and daytime
running lamps,
larger (6.5- or
8-inch) infotain-
ment screens
and driver as-
sist refine-
ments.
Available this fall, the 2018 Golf family sports

crisp styling with revised bumpers, and grilles.
LED headlights replace the previously optional
Bi-Xenon lamps. Interior updates include new
panels and materials. Driver assistance systems
such as forward collision warning with braking
are available on SE and higher trim lines and in-
clude pedestrian monitoring. 
The Golf hatchback features a 1.8-liter TSI en-

gine with either a six-speed automatic or five-
speed manual transmission—S and SE trim,
automatic only SEL. The Alltrack gets automatic
headlamps with rain sensor. 
The sporting GTI’s TSI four-cylinder turbo mill

now produces 220 horsepower. Opt for the S
model with its automated six-speed manual
(DSG) and you get a fuel-saving start-stop setup
that shuts down the engine and restarts it when
needed. Those considering the potent AWD Golf
R can now pick a seven-speed DSG. 

■VW SALES INCREASE: While many carmakers
posted fewer vehicle sales during March (down
1.7 percent overall), VW reported its fifth-
straight monthly year-over-year sales increase,

2.7 percent. The big gainer: the Golf SportWa-
gen/Alltrack up 154.2 percent at 2,461 units. VW
also reports the GTI posted its best March on
record at 2,010. The Jetta sedan was off 7.4 per-
cent, while the Passat was up 2.8 percent. The
Tiguan numbers were down 7.1 percent at 3,270.
VW’s March U.S. sales total: 27,635. Trades esti-
mate VW Group’s per-vehicle incentives (total
discounts) at $3,808—GM spent $1,000 more,
but Subaru spent $2,907 less.
Audi sales for March were up 1.7 percent. 

■ATLAS TV SPOT: With Dean Martin’s “The
Birds and the Bees” as a music bed, VW’s first
Atlas TV ad tracks the growth of an American
family trekking through a lineup of Volkswa-
gens. 
A couple start, say, their romance in a New

Beetle. Several VW’s are shown rocking—hinting
procreation is an auto-erotic experience. After
each of these “affairs,” our VW couple return to
the dealership. They snatch keys for larger VWs
(Jetta, Tiguan) with room for more children. 
At the ad’s conclusion, we see a shaking Atlas.

A cut to its interior reveals a bounce-house

DRIVER’S SEAT ■ FROM PAGE 3

The versatile Golf family poses with Manhattan in the background. 
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caused by boisterous children, fol-
lowed by Martin’s words “and a
thing called love.” A bit racy, with
a PG ending, the ads are the off-
spring of Deutsch Inc., VW’s ad
agency. 

■ANOTHER VW CUV IS COM-
ING: In March, VW announced it
would launch the T-Roc compact
CUV in the U.S. in 2019. It’s
smaller than the soon-to-arrive
Mexican-made 2018 Tiguan. VW’s
dealers made a firm commitment
to sell the T-Roc—important be-
cause VW builds to stock dealer
inventory rather than building to
order. Also VW expects to con-
tinue selling the current “classic”
Tiguan alongside the longer one
that arrives this
summer.  

■GENEVA GEM:
Looking a lot like
the 2015 Sport
Coupe Concept
GTE, the Arteon
fastback revealed at
the Geneva Auto
Show sported a
long wheelbase,

long roofline and coupe-like
styling. The large rear hatch,
VW’s ode to fashion Arteon offers
ample luggage space and decent
rear legroom. All-wheel-drive is
available—as are several gas and
diesel engines, some with six-
speed manual transmissions or
seven-speed dual-clutch gear-
boxes. 
With progressive steering, it

should be fun to drive. The wide
hood covers both front fenders
and is integrated into the side in-
dents—much like the first-gen
Audi TT. The grille’s design ex-
tends into the vehicle’s head-
lamps. Short overhangs and
fender flares give it a sports-car
look. VWCA

Look for the T-Roc in VW showrooms by 2019. 

Arteon
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos).
Non-member rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15
cents per additional word. Photos are additional $5 each.
Includes posting on vwclub.org website with color pho-
tos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or pay
in advance. Ads may be revised to meet space limita-
tions. Photos to be returned must be accompanied by a
S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send to VWCA Classified
Ads, 1554 Roanoak Ave., Aurora IL 60506. Ads requiring
no payment can be emailed to vwclub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: Unique well engineered and professionally built
matching trailer for your ’93-’03 EuroVan. $6,500 firm. Built in
2016 using two hard-to-find excellent and matching EuroVan
rear sections with dual axles, 2” lift HD Bilstein independent
OEM suspension. Plus new 16” alloy wheels and tires. Stock
swing-up doors at both ends, privacy glass, standard 7-pin
electrics, interior light and fully lined interior. Cal Hawk 2” ball
coupler
with 8”
wheel
side-
mounted
jack. Ex-
cellent
OEM
“off-white” paint and cosmetics inside and out. Only rust is
pencil sized and touched up at the bottom of the front hatch.
Easily towed and maneuvered. Extra clearance for boon
docking. Gives you the flexibility to travel EuroVan-small or
rival the capacity of a much larger class B. The interior dimen-
sions are EuroVan 60”w x 55”h X 96”L. The 2200GVW is half
of your EuroVan’s tow rating. A blank canvas tow-a-long good
for your larger RV dreams including: Additional camping gear,
cargo, tools or storage space; large sleeping area for two;
room for bike, kayak or cargo racks or up to a kilowatt of solar
panels. Massachusetts registration with VIN HMDRA16011.
Contact club member 24151, Peter, psconley61@gmail.com,
or call (617) 733-0080 (Boston area)
FOR SALE:  License plate frame, 1990 Cabriolet front frame.

Factory original, red. Used but in perfect condition including
paint, $10. Convertible top boot, 1990 Cabriolet, white, origi-
nal factory boot in perfect condition. Used only twice. $100.
Contact Mike Pesak, mikepesak@comcast.net.
FOR SALE: 1979 Super
Beetle Convertible. Florida
car. Black with black inte-
rior and a white top. Com-
pletely restored. Beautiful
inside and out. 41,451
Miles. Clean title, $30,000.
Call (410) 294-3666 or (561) 498-5600. Email inquiries to
swolf@brooksiderealty.com.
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publish-
ers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual
$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118,
(206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.
FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36
horsepower, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc
dual port. Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0,
2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines
by Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker
Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).

ALABAMA: Dustin Shannon, Dothan

CALIFORNIA: Ronald D. Reynolds; San Juan Capistrano; Lau-

rence Lewin, San Rafael; Sam Marsh, Ventura

GEORGIA: Alan Kotch, Duluth

ILLINOIS: Michael Simon, Chicago; Francisco J. Barroso,

Hainesville; Tom Hinds, Peoria

MINNESOTA: Kenneth Rood, Apple Valley

MONTANA: William Connell, Missoula

NEW JERSEY: Donald Young, Cape May

NEW YORK: Dennis Krepil, Medford

NORTH CAROLINA: Andrew Panto, Waxhaw

PENNSYLVANIA: Brian Eastman, Gettysburg

VIRGINIA: Ronald Holtzscheiter, Chesapeake

WISCONSIN: Kenneth Barnard, Wild Rose



■CLASSIC VOLTS-WAGENS

■ MOVING?: The AUTOIST is not automatically forwarded to your new address. Please send your address changes
promptly to Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60542. Or notify by email to vwclub@aol.com.
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VW trekked “back to the future” in March at the 2017 Techno Classica exhibition in Essen, Germany, dusting off three
electric-powered prototypes produced between 1972 and 2011. They were the Elektro Golf I, a test prototype from 1976;
the Golf II CitySTROMer in 1984; and the NILS, a one-seater electric concept unveiled in Frankfurt in 2011. 
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