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■BY CLIFF LEPPKE

Lineup changes
for VW, Audi 
VW’s Mark Gillies says the
brand’s 2018 American

lineup isn’t set. Nonetheless,
here’s what we’ve gleaned.
Say goodbye to the tongue-
twisting Touareg. Yes, Mr. T
is out. Whether we’ll get its
anticipated third-generation
replacement is uncertain.
When Touareg arrived

shipside during 2003, it cre-
ated a stir. The polished V-8
version offered off-road and
on-road prowess. It was
pricey and standard VR6
mill taxed. During 2007, the
revised Touareg 2 made its
appearance in the Matt
Damon thriller “Borne Ulti-
matum.” There was yet, a
makeover released in 2011
(the official second-gen
model). This time, the T ben-
efited from dieting; it lost
weight and gained an eight-
speed automatic. Now, the
VR6 version proved capable,
but the V-6 diesel was the
star. A hybrid was short-
lived. VW’s big T doesn’t sell
well in the USA. Say hello to
the Atlas if you want a VW
that’s tall and large. 

We can discuss the re-
vamped Golf family; VW pre-
viewed it several months
ago. New bumpers, colors,
headlights, wheels and gear
make it attractive. The e-
Golf gets a major kick in the
miles-per-charge depart-
ment: it’s now 125. There’s
also a more powerful motor,
and the batteries charge
more quickly. 
The GTI gets a 10-hp

bump to 220 for all models.
The Golf R’s automated
transmission adds one gear
— it’s now a seven-speed.
There’s a start-stop engine
setup. An Audi-like virtual
cockpit instrument panel re-
places analogue-style
gauges. As with other Golf
models LED daytime run-
ning lights and rear lamps
are standard. 
VW’s Jetta continues

largely as is. Expect an all-
new 2019 Jetta based on the
Golf’s MQB architecture to
arrive in 2018. Spy photos
suggest a sleeker Ford Fu-
sion-like profile with a no-
ticeable rump. Expect VW’s
current full-width grille and
strake-like hood motifs.
Whether the interior will

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

■TURN TO PAGE 26
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■PASSAT GT: Volkswagen is adding some GTI
flavor to its sedate family hauling Passat, with a
VR6-powered, 280-hp GT model that generates
258 lb.-ft. of torque. The new model, a member of
the class of 2018, may be available at dealers by
the end of this calendar year, insiders say. Expect
the base price to be around $30,000. 
■HERBIE’S BACK: Disney is said to be working
on a spinoff TV series featuring old No. 53, the
anthropomorphic Beetle, TV Line reports. The po-
tential series would be written by Travis Braun
(“Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders”).  

■I.D. BUZZ: For the second year in a row, a Volk-
swagen of America, Inc. concept — VW’s I.D. Buzz
electric vehicle — has been named 2017 Concept
Truck of the Year at the 16th annual North Amer-
ican Concept Vehicle of the Year Awards. The I.D.
Buzz won recognition from a panel of judges who
praised its inventive combination of electric mo-
bility and forward-thinking style that hearkens to
the original Microbus without mimicking it.
■BATTERY FACTORIES: Ulrich Eichhorn, VW’s
head of research and development, says the world

will need the equivalent of 40 Tesla gigafactories
in the coming decade to keep up with demand for
lithium-ion batteries powering electric vehicles.
Eichhorn says that by 2025, VW itself will need
more than 200 gigawatt hours of electricity for
its EVs. He added that if other carmakers target
25 percent of their sales volume to EVs, the
equivalent of more than 40 gigafactories will be
needed to make demand. 

■SALES UP SLIGHTLY: Up to the end of June,
the Volkswagen Group sold almost 5.2 million ve-
hicles worldwide, a rise of 0.8 percent compared
with the previous year.
■WHAT WERE THEY THINKING?: Audi apolo-
gized for airing a sexist commercial in China in
which a bride is inspected as if she were a used
car. 
■TAKE THAT, TESLA: VW says its I.D. Buzz
electric model will sell up to $8,000 less than the
Tesla Model 3, which hit the market this year.
The Model 3 starts at about $35,000, which sug-
gests VW is targeting a base price of $27,000 for
the Buzz. Unclear is whether VW is basing its es-
timate on the Model 3’s base price or its average
price, which is about $42,000.

■DEATH RATES EXAMINED: The Insurance In-
stitute for Highway Safety has broken down
driver death rates by vehicle style and size using
data from 2012 to 2015. The study showed that
11 cars, including the Audi A6 AWD, Audi Q7
AWD and VW Tiguan 2WD, had zero deaths in
that period. The most dangerous car, with 104
deaths, was the Hyundai Accent sedan.
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■FROM THE ARCHIVES

■ SEPT/OCT 2007: A 1977 Rabbit owned by Clint
Wilson of Tehachapi, Calif., has been deemed the
oldest operating VW diesel in America. The Rabbit
was recently verified by VWoA and Family Volkswa-
gen, a Bakersfield, Calif.-based dealer. In recogni-
tion, VW has provided Wilson with a new Touareg
V10 TDI to drive for six months. Wilson also owns a
Beetle he hopes to restore. Meanwhile, the search
continues for the highest mileage VW diesel.     

■ SEPT/OCT 1997: The fourth-generation Golf,
showing predictably evolutionary changes, makes
its official debut at the Frankfurt Auto Show in Sep-
tember and arrives in most of
Europe by the end of the
year. Don’t look for the
new Golf in the
United States until
the fall of 1998,
though, making
its debut here after
its more popular
cousin, the Jetta,
which also gets a
face lift.   

■ SEPT/OCT 1987: Volkswagen may help the So-
viet Union build a car aimed for the U.S. market in
1991. The car would have been scheduled for U.S.
introduction sooner if talks with VW last year for
development and production of an engine that
meets U.S. standards had not fallen through, Auto-
motive News reported. The talks were revived this
year. 

■ SEPT/OCT 1977:
Exactly one
year after the
debut of the
new Audi 100
(5000 in the
U.S.), the au-
tomaker presented a fastback ver-
sion, called the Avant. Most observers agree that
the new fastback looks strikingly similar to VW’s
Dasher (Passat) sedan, and a few irreverent German
magazines referred to it as the blown up Passat.   

■ SEPTEMBER 1967:
Three VWCA stop-
watches, Heuer Auto
Rallye models, will be
sold to the highest bid-
der. These watches
are designed for
panel mounting,
timed to 60 minutes.
Two are in perfect
working order; one
needs minor repair.
The three will be sold
as a set.  

■ SEPTEMBER 1957: We received a letter from S.
Paul Nunley Jr., of Bartlesville, Okla., applying for
membership for Fred Gross, who was very helpful in
lending Paul a heated garage to work in. Let this be
a reminder that a membership serves as a nice pres-
ent. Christmas is coming.

10 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO
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62nd VWCA CONVENTION

■ Shell Tomlin | VWClub@aol.com

BY SHELL TOMLIN

SIMPLY 
DELICIOUS

t all started on a Friday evening in late June
when conventioneers began to assemble at Au-
gustino’s Rock & Roll Deli in West Chicago, en-
joying a variety of delicious food items under the
watchful eye of the Jake & Elwood Blues’ like-
ness at the entrance. Augustino’s is a favorite

gathering place for cruise-ins and impromptu
car shows.
So this was a popular spot to hang out at as

part of the VWCA’s 62nd Convention.
At dusk, members caravanned a mile-or-so east

to the Cascade Drive-in Theater, one of just a
handful still in exis-
tence. With some day-
light still left, the party
continued until the
screen lit up with a
showing of the new
“Cars 3.” We like to
think that the theater
held this over from the
previous week just for
our convention! Some
even stayed for the sec-
ond feature, “Wonder
Woman.”
Saturday morning, it

was time to get down to
business with official
check-in at the Hamp-
ton Inn & Suites in St.

That’s the ticket: Food, cars 
and county cop who bought 
a great excuse for speeding

I
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Charles, Ill. Set-up
began for the Most Un-
usual VW-Related Item
and Mini Toy Displays.
Both categories cer-
tainly featured some
unique objects, and it
was a shame that we
had only one award for
each. Voting was done
by participants at the
Saturday evening ban-
quet.
After lunch came the

2017 edition of the
Photoscenic Rallye,
fashioned after the late
Gaston Krishman’s
popular event of the
1960s and 1970s. Par-
ticipants are given a
sheet of photos and
their approximate lo-
cations. They are to
drive to the location,
find the pictured ob-
ject and answer a question that verifies that you
found it. Apologies to those who had trouble
with one of the sites, the old Kane County Court-

house in Geneva. Honest, although I’ve lived in
this area for more than 60 years, I totally forgot
about Geneva’s “Swedish Days” festival, which ef-

fectively shuts down the heart of that
city. Kudos to the rallyists, all of
whom successfully answered the
question!
And rallye winners Will Euverard

and Frank Caruso have a tale to tell
(see more on Page 11) about narrowly
avoiding a speeding ticket by one of
Kane County’s finest, who was so
amused by their story of this crazy
rallye they were on, just laughed and
gave them a pass. He also gave them
Junior Deputy Sheriff badges, which
they proudly wore when they re-
turned from the rallye. Getting a traf-
fic ticket while on this rallye is cause
for disqualification, but they were
able to avoid it and ultimately won
first prize.

John Brannan’s rare 1955 Beetle Convertible.

Pete Weston’s very cool custom 2005 Beetle pickup conversion. ➤
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Rallye winners (from left) Will Euverard and Frank Caruso, first-place driver and navigator; John and Laura Portzer, sec-
ond-place driver and navigator; and Bev Kuntzsch and Kim Rodriguez, third-place driver and navigator.

CONVENTION

The winners
Eberle Newsletter Trophy: “Badger Beetles
AutoFun News,” Milwaukee; Laura and Lyle
Kuklinski, editors

Woodbury Dunn Safety Award: Badger Bee-
tles AutoFun Club, Milwaukee 

Wolfsburg Trophy (most active local chap-
ter): Northeast Illinois Volkswagen Associa-
tion, Lisle, Ill. 

Most Conventions Attended: Maurice Gold-
stein, Volkswagens Over Georgia, 50 conven-
tions.

Oldest Volkswagen: Rick Carlson, Northeast
Illinois Volkswagen Association, Lisle, Ill.,
1970 Beetle Convertible. 

Most Unusual VW Item: Will Euverard, Cen-
tral Florida VW Club, Tyrolean hat with pin
collection. 

Long Distance Award: John and Laura
Portzer, members at large, Galena, Ill. 

Best Mini Toy Display: Rick Carlson, North-
east Illinois Volkswagen Association, Lisle, Ill.

PhotoScenic Rallye
1. Will Euverard, Central Florida VW Club,
driver; Frank Caruso, Volkswagens Over
Georgia, navigator. 
2. John Portzer, driver; Laura Portzer, naviga-
tor, both members at large.   
3. Kim Rodriguez, driver; Bev Kuntzsch, navi-
gator, both Badger Beetles AutoFun Club
members. 

Major Door Prizes
Shell gas card: Paul Frauenfelder, Volkswagen
Club of Chicago. 
BP gas card: Kim Rodriguez, Badger Beetles
AutoFun Club. 
Mystery prize ($100): Rick Carlson, Northeast

Illinois Volkswagen Association

The sponsors
Please support the sponsors and contribu-
tors who made our convention possible,

and, of course, for those who won a door
prize from them, don’t forget to write a
note of thanks.
Coker Tire, 1317 Chestnut St., Chattanooga,
TN, 37402

Mequiar’s Inc., 17991 Mitchell South, Irvine,
CA 92614

Mid-America Motorworks, 17082 N. U.S.
Highway 45, Effingham IL 62401

Quarto Publishing Group, 400 First Avenue,
Suite 400, Minneapolis MN 55401

Rancho Performance, 1015 E. Elm Avenue,
Fullerton CA 92831

Scat Enterprises, 1400 Kingsdale Avenue,
Redondo Beach CA 90278

Select EuroCars, 0685 Waterloo-Geneva
Road, Waterloo NY 13165

WD-40 Co., 1061 Cudahy Place, San Diego
CA 92110

Wolfsburg West, 2850 Palisades Drive, Co-
rona CA 92880
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The awards banquet was ex-
actly that, starting with
plenty of food provided by
Moretti’s Catering of Bartlett,
Ill., which lived up to the
glowing recommendations of
the Hampton Inn. As usual,
there was way too much food
and everybody got their fill.
As a special treat, VWCA pro-
vided a commemorative cake
with the convention logo on
top. Thanks to Ryan Schulz,
Northeast Illinois Volkswagen
Association, for all the art-
work used for this conven-
tion. We are indeed lucky to
have such creative people
among our membership.
Sunday morning, everyone

was up bright and early for
the 2017 BugFest Car Show & Swap Meet, pre-
sented by the Northeast Illinois Volkswagen As-
sociation. Those registered for the convention
received tickets to enter their show car at no
charge, but as usual, spectators and swap shop-
pers were admitted free. 
A new venue, the Baltria Auto Museum, was

used for this year’s BugFest, and its showroom
full of classic cars was open and on display for
the show-goers. It seemed that the event fea-
tured a lot of VWs that many of us had never
seen before, and the attendance was at record
levels such that some of the later arrivals were
even turned away. The weather couldn’t have
been more perfect as the trophies were pre-
sented and the swappers started folding up
their tents about 3 p.m. You can view photos of
the entire weekend activities on our website’s
Photo Gallery at VWClub.org. VWCA

ABOVE: A GTI with a unique pixelated graphics scheme. BELOW: Club memora-
bilia that was part of the unique items display. (See more photos, next page.)

Future Conventions at risk
At the club’s trustees meeting, it was announced that
because of continuing low interest, particularly from
local affiliates, that the 62nd VWCA Convention would
be the last. But the club said later that it would keep
its options open for future events. 
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CONVENTION

LEFT: Bev Kuntzsch accepts the Eberle Newsletter Trophy and
Woodbury Dunn Safety Award for the Badger Beetles AutoFun Club
of Milwaukee. ABOVE: Gary Hanson accepts the Wolfsburg Trophy
for the Northeast Illinois Volkswagen Association. 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Rick Carlson’s winning toy
display. Members at the Cascade Drive-in Theater at
dusk. Will Euverard’s pin-filled Tyrolean hat, winner of
the most unique item. 
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met longtime friend Will Euverard at the con-
vention after he had driven up from central
Florida in a rented Toyota (less wear and tear

on his VW), and when we paired up for the Pho-
toscenic Rallye, we had no idea of the adventure
we were in for. 
I was navigating and he was driving, and we

had just completed our task of finding 10 loca-
tions, via their street intersections, and answer-
ing questions pertaining to the photo clues

attached to the direction sheet (usually sculp-
tures, historic buildings, memorial plaques and
other unique items). 
In Kane County, Ill., west of Chicago, we were

on our way back to the convention headquarters
hotel with about 15 minutes to spare before the
disqualifying deadline. 
Perhaps Will was a little too anxious as I heard

that woeful sound of a police siren behind us.
The speed limit was 45, and let’s just say that we

■ Frank Caruso | ftcaruso@aol.com

Frank Caruso (left) and Will Euverard show off their Junior Deputy Sheriff stickers. 

HOT
SHOES

Truth wins as victorious rally team avoids brush with law

BY FRANK CARUSO

I
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were above the excessive 10 mph speed that is generally al-
lowed in these cases.
After the usual attempts at explaining to a friendly sher-

iff ’s deputy why we were speeding seemed to fail, such as, “I
have a hard time seeing the speedometer on this rental,” I
chimed in, “Officer, do you want to know what we were re-
ally doing?,” to which he replied, with a chuckle, “Oh, I
know what you were doing ... you were speeding.” I said,
“Yes, but let me tell you why.” I then showed him the paper-
work from the rally along with an explanation of the nature
of the event. 
I told him that we were on our way back to the conven-

tion hotel and had a time constraint to get the answers in. I
also told him a bit about the club and the fact that we had
held a previous convention in St. Charles and came back be-
cause it was such an interesting and enjoyable place.
He asked a couple of questions about the rally and said

that he would be right back. At that time we only had about
10 or 12 minutes to get the answers turned in, but we were
only about 3 miles from the hotel.  
He took quite a bit of time, so we thought we were toast

and that he would be returning with a very expensive
speeding ticket. When he returned, he said he’d heard many
excuses for speeding but that this one was so unique that
he was only going to give us a warning. In addition he was
also giving us a couple of Junior Deputy Sheriff stick-on
badges to remind us to keep the speed under 100 mph over
the posted  limit — again said with a chuckle.  
We thanked him profusely. He asked where the convention

hotel was, and when we told him he said that he was going
that way. We followed him, staying within the speed limit,
and when we got to our turn off for the hotel he gave us a
wave and continued on.  
As it turned out, we got the questions in with about 3

minutes to spare. To our surprise, we learned at the
evening’s awards dinner that we had won. Had we been
given a ticket instead of the warning, we would have been
disqualified. VWCA

Deputy gets a thank-you 
Frank T Caruso

Port Saint Lucie, Florida 34987

July 15, 2017
Deputy Sheriff Schwab
Kane County Sheriff’s Office
37W755 Illinois Route 38 
St. Charles, Illinois 60175

Dear Deputy Schwab:

I just wanted to thank you for your consideration and
professionalism shown to us last month when we were
in St. Charles, in late June, attending the 62nd Annual
Convention of the Volkswagen Club of America. As
you may remember, we were returning to our conven-
tion headquarters at the Hampton Inn with the results
from our Photoscenic rally when, in my driver’s exuber-
ance to get back on time, his foot got a bit heavy on
his rental car’s accelerator. You, with exceedingly good
humor, pointed out the error of his ways and extended
the courtesy of an official warning, along with some
very unofficial Jr. Deputy stick-on badges. We man-
aged to check in at the rally desk with 3 minutes to
spare from our deadline and turned in our photo clue
answer sheets, proudly wearing those badges. Obvi-
ously, they elicited a myriad of questions and a load of
laughs when we told of our “brush with the law.”  

Later that evening, at our formal banquet, we were sur-
prised to learn that we won first place in the rally,
being the only entrants that were able to answer all 10
of the questions correctly. We also discovered that had
we been issued a ticket instead of the warning, we
would have been disqualified, as part of the rally’s
safety requirements. So, thanks to you, we now have
some nice plaques as a remembrance of our conven-
tion weekend in St. Charles.

I fully realize that you went that “extra mile” in extend-
ing us that courtesy and it is because of law enforce-
ment officers like you that you command the respect
from so many of us in the law abiding public, and I and
the entire Volkswagen Club want to thank you and
your brothers for your service in helping to keep us
safe. 

You are also a credit to the tourist industry in Kane
County by making a judgment call that will only elicit
positive feelings about your county and its many beau-
tiful sights by those of us who came to visit. 

So, I thought that you might enjoy this copy of the last
page from my web blog site
www.haveplanewilltravel.info posting, which recounts
our convention adventure. Thanks again, and stay safe
out there.

With warmest regards,

Frank T Caruso (navigator)
Will Euverard  (driver)Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica
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t’s flimsy. That’s the assessment of my
dad, Elton, of VW’s pedal frames, as
seen in Mk1 and Mk2 Golf, Jetta,
Scirocco and Cabriolet models be-
tween 1975 and 1993. These con-
traptions have the clutch cable
housing stop tube gingerly at-
tached to a dainty bracket. The
tube cracks where it’s welded.
This causes poor clutch operation;
the sawing of the clutch cable
against the stop tube.
If you’re buying or fixing one of

these vehicles, examine the clutch
cable stop that protrudes from the pedal

frame into the toe board or firewall. It’s
covered in the engine bay by a rubber
grommet and round clip. If it wob-
bles, it’s broken. You can also as-
sess this by spying where the
clutch cable enters the toe
“board.” 
In order to mend it, (new ones

aren’t available) you’ll have to re-
move the brake master cylinder,
power brake booster and frame.
It’s a challenge; the pedal frame’s
fasteners are difficult to reach.
I recently serviced a 1984 VW with

I

CLUTCH 
EFFORT

When fixing a

broken VW  pedal

frame, take a

lesson from Dad

Broken 
clutch tube

BY CLIFF LEPPKE

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

■TURN TO PAGE 30
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or those of us in the
Midwest, the official
show season begins
with the Michigan

Vintage VW Festival, held
each May in Ypsilanti,
Mich. Originally a one-
day non-judged car show,
it has evolved to include
activities such as museum
tours, low-speed slalom races, music fests and
other activities that fill the entire weekend.
Saturday morning started right out with a low-

speed (yeah, right) slalom course set up in the
parking lot of a local high school (how did they
arrange THAT?). Most cars entered were just
daily-drivers, and we observed only one spin-out.

Each driver was given a
couple of passes with the
goal to improve their per-
sonal time rather than
compete with others. The
local Corvair Club also
participated – they ARE
rear-engine air-cooled,
but that’s where the simi-
larities end. Everyone had

a ball!
Afterward, we all headed back to the headquar-

ters hotel in nearby Ann Arbor for a pizza party
and a showing of the movie “Herbie Fully
Loaded.” The movie was a good choice after all
that slalom activity, and the food was provided
by Dominos Pizza.

MICHIGAN VINTAGE FESTIVAL

SCREECHING GOOD FUN
Gary Hanson of VWCA affiliate Northeast Illinois VW Association pushes his Vanagon Crew Cab through the slalom. 

F
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ABOVE: Patina in
all its shining
glory at the
Michigan show.
LEFT: A ’70s
Beetle with a
Beetles “Abby
Road” theme on
the door.

But the focus of the weekend is the vintage car
show in Riverside Park on Sunday. The theme
this year was “Patina to Polish,” so many of the
more “seasoned” VWs were not afraid to venture
out in the intermittent drizzle. We even saw a
few cars there from Canada – well, OK, it’s not
that far from Ypsilanti! Many show-quality VWs
were on display also. The Michigan Vintage VW

Club stresses that driving your VW is the main
point of owning it.
All too soon, we had to pack up and head for

home, only to look forward to the 31st Michigan
Vintage Festival in May 2018. If you would like
to see more of the activities of the 2017 festival,
visit the Photo Gallery at VWClub.org. And join
us next year in Ypsilanti! VWCA
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■ IGNACIO VILLARMARZO-SOLIS | ivillarmarzo@comcast.net

BY IGNACIO VILLARMARZO-SOLIS AND MICHAEL BETZ

ur sixth annual show set records! More
than 300 German cars from five states and
thousands of visitors descended upon the

Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Mich.,
for the sixth annual DeutscheMarques car show
on July 8. The weather could not have been more
beautiful — mid-70s, low humidity and little
chance of rain. The Garage Queens came out in
force, making DeutscheMarques the largest All
German car show in the Midwest.
As always, the field had some spectacular vehi-

cles. A local collector provided three stunning
late ’50s, early ’60s Mercedes-Benz models. But
the show-stopper was a 1965 Porsche 356 cabrio-
let once owned by Janis Joplin. This psychedelic
vehicle attracted droves of people. This year, we
had two Opels join us in the “Other” category.

Enthusiasts are talking about increasing their
numbers. If they do, we’ll create an Opel cate-
gory to join the Audi, BMW, Porsche, Mercedes
and Volkswagen marques. 
Volkswagen/Audi had a strong showing, ac-

counting for about one-third of the vehicles in
attendance. Including numerous Beetles, Golfs
and vans as well as numerous Audi S models.
The crowd favorite was a 1965 VW High Roof
Panel “Beer” Van. 
The Best in Show winners received beautiful

crystal trophies and were cheered by an appre-
ciative crowd. The coveted Best in Show crystal
trophy was awarded to one car in each marque,
with Best in Show VW being awarded to Peter
and Dorothy Dykema and their 1967 Type 1 Bee-
tle. VWCA

DEUTSCHE MARQUES CAR SHOW

O

GERMANS SHINE
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LEFT: One of the more
unique vehicles in the
show, a 1965 High
Roof Panel Beer Van.
BELOW: A few of the
other VWs in the show;
VWs numbered about
one-third of the 300
entries. 



UTAH

LAYTON: CUTRUBUS MOTORS VW, 1230 NORTH MAIN, 801-544-5878
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200, P-
10 A-15 L-10 AC

VIRGINIA
ALEXANDRIA: ALEXANDRIA VW, 107 W. GLEBE ROAD, 703-684-
8888, www.alexandriavw.com, P-10 A-10 L-10
CHESAPEAKE: SOUTHERN VW-GREENBRIER, 1248 S. MILITARY HWY.,
757-424-4689, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6900 PETERS CREEK ROAD, 540-366-
4830
STAUNTON: VALLEY VW, 314 LEE-JACKSON HWY., 540-213-6800
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990
WOODBRIDGE: KAREN RADLEY VW, 14700 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.,

866-756-9770
WASHINGTON

BELLEVUE: CHAPLIN'S BELLEVUE VW, 15000 SE EASTGATE WAY, 425-
641-2002, P-10 A-10 L-10
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322,
P-10 A-10 L-10

WEST VIRGINIA
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS VW, 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-
5451
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. SW,
304-744-1561, P-10 A-10 L-10
WHEELING: WHEELING VW, US ROUTE 40 E, 304-242-7313, P-15 A-
15 L-10 AC

WISCONSIN
EAU CLAIRE: VW-AUDI OF EAU CLAIRE, 5201 FAIRVIEW DR., 715-
830-1111
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON ROAD,
608-241-5201

MILWAUKEE: VW OF MILWAUKEE NORTH, 1400 W. SILVER SPRING
DR., 414-290-1400

CANADA
QUEBEC: VW LAURENTIDES, 85 JOHN F. KENNEDY ST., JEROME, 450-
438-4101, AC

BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-348-0111
CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-2888
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-405-2650,
P-10 A-10 L-10
SANTA MONICA: SANTA MONICA AUDI, 1020 SANTA MONICA BLVD.,
866-982-5667, P-10 L-10
WEST COVENA: PENSKE AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY AVE.
SOUTH, 626-384-3400, P-15 A-15 L-15

COLORADO
GLENWOOD SPRINGS: GLENWOOD SPRINGS VW-AUDI, 100 RIVERINE
ROAD, 866-308-1836 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them
whenever possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy you.
Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership
cards. Discounts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means
a 15 percent discount on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent
discount on labor. AC means dealers service air-cooled VWs. 
Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it
might be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST when requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB

AUDI DEALERS

VW DEALERS
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IDAHO
BOISE: AUDI BOISE, 8400 W. FRANKLIN ROAD, 208-377-5400

ILLINOIS
PEORIA: VW OF PEORIA, 2322 W. SUD'S PARKWAY, 309-243-7000, P-
10 A-15 L-10

INDIANA
BLOOMINGTON: ROYAL VW OF BLOOMINGTON, 3333 E. THIRD ST., 812-
332-9251, P-12 A-12 L-12

IOWA
DAVENPORT: VW OF QUAD CITIES, 3700 HARRISON ST., 563-386-1511

LOUISIANA
BOSSIER CITY: MOFFITT VW-AUDI, 1960 OLD MINDEN ROAD, 318-746-
2175

MAINE
BANGOR: DARLING'S, 403 HOGAN ROAD, 207-941-1330, AC 

MICHIGAN
FARMINGTON HILLS: SUBURBAN VW OF FARMINGTON HILLS, 37911
GRAND RIVER AVE., 248-471-0800, P-10 A-10 L-10
LANSING: WILLIAMS VW, 2845 E. SAGINAW ST., 517-484-1341

NEW JERSEY
CHERRY HILL: CHERRY HILL VW, 2261 MARLTON PIKE WEST, 856-665-
5370, P-10 A-10 L-10

NEW YORK
LATHAM: AUDI ALBANY, 723 NEW LOUDON ROAD, 518-783-5003, P-10
A-10 L-10

OHIO
DUBLIN: MIDWESTERN AUTO GROUP, 6335 PERIMETER LOOP ROAD,
614-717-4843

PENNSYLVANIA
LEESPORT: AUDI READING, 2746 BERNVILLE ROAD (ROUTE 183), 610-
777-6500, P-10 A-10 L-10

UTAH
LAYTON: CUTRUBUS MOTORS VW, 1230 NORTH MAIN, 801-544-5878

VIRGINIA
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-9000

WASHINGTON
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-3322, P-
10 A-10 L-10

CANADA
QUEBEC: PARK AVENUE AUDI, 8755 BOUL TASCHEREAU OUEST,
BROSSARD 450-455-4811
ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, MARKHAM, 905-513-
8820, P-15 

ARIZONA
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-753-
1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

CALIFORNIA
VENTURA: AIRHEAD PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, AC, AIR-
COOLED VW PARTS
VENTURA: KARMANN GHIA PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, AC,

AIR-COOLED VW PARTS
CONNECTICUT

OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUSTOM DRIVE,
860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, VINTAGE REPAIR

ILLINOIS
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-8482, AC,
IMPORT AUTO PARTS
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI RD.,
708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION, AIR- AND
WATER-COOLED.
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-422-
9272, P-10 A-10 AC, IMPORT AUTO PARTS 

INDIANA
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-9783, AC,
EUROPEAN AUTO REPAIR

KENTUCKY
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON ROAD, 502-584-3511,
www.importdoktor.com, P-10 A-10, IMPORT AUTO REPAIR

MINNESOTA
MINNETONKA: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 2345 HOPKINS CROSS ROAD, 952-
938-8877, AC, AIR-COOLED VW PARTS & REPAIR

NEW YORK
MASSAPEQUA: G T PRECISION IMPORTS, 190A MARGARETTA AVE., 516-
799-1100, www.gtprecision.com, P-10 L-10 AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR
FACILITY
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA ROAD, 315-
789-2200, INDEPENDENT VW & AUDI SERVICE

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS
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BY CLIFF LEPPKE

K, folks, I’ve got a newer ride — a 2009 VW
Rabbit. It hasn’t replaced the Scirocco(s);
it’s augmenting them. I pull the Rabbit out

of its metaphorical hat, when there are special
tricks such as stuffing its wagon-like aft com-
partment, taking over while I fix a sidelined RO
or when contemporary air conditioning is a
virtue. The Rabbit’s big mission this year — a
trek from Milwau-
kee, through
Chicago to Ginger-
Man Raceway in
South Haven, Mich.
FCA (Fiat-

Chrysler) invited

me to a CGI Motorsports-sponsored advanced
professional driving school at GingerMan. Why?
“You’re always a better street driver,” says my in-
structor, Bryan Hunter, “if you learn at a track
event.” Hunter’s job on Aug. 2 (he’s also a finan-
cial consultant): help me coax a “sublime” green
Dodge Challenger R/T through a snaky 2.4-mile
ribbon of asphalt. It’s all about braking and turn-

ing. Going, accord-
ing to Hunter, is
simple; the R/T
powers through the
straights. This de-
flects attention
from turning sins

■ Cliff Leppke | leppke.cliff@gmail.com 

O

HOPPED UP
FOR A DAY AT THE TRACK 

Hot laps at GingerMan Raceway can be a Challenge(r)
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that cost precious seconds. A good
road-course lap time, therefore, doesn’t
equal driving finesse. 
Fast cornering requires several steps:

One, show up! Two, watch CGI’s Phil
Mirenda’s demo of a plastic water bot-
tle. Pretend it’s a race car. Place the bot-
tle horizontally and then tip the cap
down. That simulates braking: the front
tires load and the rear ones unload. Tip
the bottle bottom down. That’s what oc-
curs if you release the brakes too sud-
denly after entering a turn: the front
tires unload leading to understeer (car
running wider than expected) and pos-
sibly running off the track — very bad
manners. 
You manage this problem by trail

braking—not releasing the brake pedal
completely until you’ve cleared the
apex. Three, put your helmet on, and
tuck yourself into a green Challenger. Four, lis-
ten to Hunter’s instructions: he employs a pair of
wireless microphones and headsets (also used by
pit crews and their drivers) to communicate with
his students. Finally, remember that tires can
stop, turn and go, but ask them to do two or
more at a time is poor behavior and could end
your session.
Corning takes practice. And it requires good

eyes (look far ahead, which isn’t easy through
the Dodge’s bunker-slit-like windshield and mas-
sive bulging hood) and an excellent memory. As
with some instructions, you race, rinse and re-
peat. The latter, I’m embarrassed to say, proved
my shortcoming. It took me two 30-minute ses-
sions to get the track’s contours into my head.
When it finally clicked, it was a blast. Move over,
Danica Patrick; GingerMan is my bailiwick. It’s
thrilling to tap the brakes and then experience
the car rotate toward the apex (Turn 6). After
that, you nail it! Plus, like a puppy, I craved
Hunter’s praise. 
Hunter says you must master three elements:

braking, turning and exiting. At GingerMan, it’s
highly technical, with some corners requiring
you to square them by entering wide, aiming for
a spot past the apex (or late apex) and then let-

ting the car run out wide toward the exit — a
wide concrete strip allows for this. One corner
has a double apex. The chicane has bends, you
don’t. You aim straight through the middle. 
Smooth is the magic word. Jerky describes my

early sessions. Frequently, I forgot how to draw
the track’s line with Dodge’s V-8 crayon. I got
lost. This led to graceless weaving—my crayon
made a mess of Michigan’s motoring coloring
book. Halting, after the straights, apes NASA
training. Hunter says it’s “dramatic.” Trackside
markers help you time the slow-it pedal applica-
tion. The Challenger’s brakes were trusty. Ide-
ally, you’ll enter the corner while carrying some
speed for best mph to the exit. I lost my fast due
to tire scrubbing. Dodge’s chariot is heavy. Dur-
ing my third session, however, my corner carv-
ing improved. 
Track academics mean breaking down corners,

as described earlier. Street driving tomfoolery is
dangerous on a road course, Hunter says. That’s
why there’s driving school. It’s also helpful to re-
member that a tire’s contact patch is about the
size of a piece of paper. The challenge, says
Hunter, is coming into a corner at 120 mph.
That’s hot. But you’ve got to be one cool corner-
ing cucumber. VWCA

ABOVE: Phil Mirenda uses a water
bottle to depict a race car taking a
corner. RIGHT: Instructor Bryan Hunter 
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■BY RICHARD G. VAN TREUREN

Pilgrimage to AirVenture    
Last issue our Touareg, Mr. T, had just
gotten “pimped” to ready for his upcom-

ing journey. The same week the July/Au-
gust AUTOIST arrived, our 51⁄2-year-long
airplane build came to fruition with a
heart-throbbing 18-minute flight around
the field by our test pilot, Jim Guldie (pic-
tured at right). 
No time to celebrate, we disassembled

the Twister, a single-seat low-wing mono-
plane kit aimed at amateur builders, and
packed her into her special trailer (lower
right), and with AUTOIST in hand we set out
for Wisconsin as we read about Cliff Leppke’s
multi-state road trip. More about our journey
next issue — let’s fast-forward to what was the
most incredible AirVenture Oshkosh yet. 
Setting up our dual tent and kitchen campsite

took the first Oshkosh day until finally the Lake
Michigan weather cleared enough for our long-
time pen-pal Andy McKee to fly in with his
Twister, having departed England about 27 days
earlier. Andy (who drives an Audi A8 back home)
and his Twister No. 28 (License G-FUNN) were
none the worse for wear after their solo flight
across the Atlantic via Scotland, Iceland, Green-
land and Canada.
Andy had made the longest leg (540 nautical

miles) with reserve fuel thanks to an added gas
tank behind his seat. Saturday morning we as-
sembled our No. 6 alongside Andy’s, the first
twin Twister appearance in the U.S. Both our
planes are powered by Belgian UL engines,
which, as we’ve reported in these pages before,
are highly modern motors with obvious VW-Audi

heritage. 
I posed in one of a number of VWs that are

used on the AirVenture grounds for utility pur-
poses. Why VWs and not, say, Fords, seeing as
Ford is the largest automotive sponsor of AirVen-
ture, the signature event of the Experimental

■ Richard G. VanTreuren | rgvant@juno.com
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Aircraft Associa-
tion? Simple:
Homebuilt air-
craft, and to a de-
gree the EAA
itself, owes exis-
tence to the suit-
ability of the
original air-cooled
VW engine to
power small home-
made airplanes. 
One of the VW-

standouts is “Red
One,” personal Beetle of the late Paul Poberezny,
founder of the EAA. The car is now enshrined in
the EAA Museum and serves as a mascot of sorts
at EAA’s facilities. Other Beetles
(including “Red Three”) are still V-
dubbing around the world’s
largest air show.  
EAA is Charlie Becker’s thing —

so, he gets it. During the show
Charlie’s red and blue Type 181
seems to be everywhere. Charlie
saw to it our Florida Twister — as
well as our pen-pal Andy McKee’s
—  were shown off to fellow enthu-
siasts during our talk at the
Homebuilder’s Hangar. 
Just like the VW Club, AirVen-

ture is all about
volunteers.
Debbie and I
have been at-
tending for
years and lend-
ing a hand.
Charlie told us
this year the
EAA could also
use VWs in the cause of promoting the show and
general aviation. If you want to take a deduction
by donating an air-cooled VW, or even useful
parts of one, please contact either me, or
EAA.org directly.
The daily roar of big radials overhead — two B-

29s, 18 B-25s etc. — all but drowned out the
pancake engines putting about. Just about all
the VWs we’d seen in previous years are still in
service at Oshkosh, with the sad exception of
the radio station’s graphics-covered Touareg.
That has evolved into a toned-down Ford. 
Hopefully, the team of auto mechanics who

maintain the old air-cooled Bugs and Things will
be able to keep ’em flyin’ for many years to come.   

■AIR TRANSPORTABLE CAMPER: With tens of
thousands of airplane owners flying into
Oshkosh for a week of flying fun, the hard part
comes in finding housing. Many bring their own.
A variety of tents pop up next to, or even draped
over, the wings of airplanes. This Cessna Airmas-
ter owner from Canada actually packed up his
VW Campmobile (below) ... not! VWCA

With the VanTreurens’ Twister at left, Richard poses in one
of the roofless and air-cooled VWs used at AirVenture. 

Charlie Becker poses with his red
and blue VW Type 181.

Award-winning aerobatic pilot
Shawn D. Tucker poses with the
Beetle known as “Red One.”
(Photo by David Breslauer)
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DRIVER’S SEAT ■ FROM PAGE 3

borrow the Golf’s fine materials or be plastic-
icky like the current one, we don’t know. 
Gillies says to expect wider employment of

VW/Audi’s “B” cycle 2.0-liter turbocharged four-
cylinder mill (EA888 Gen 3B). The “B,” as in
"Burdock,” is similar to a Miller-cycle engine. It
can vary engine expansion and compression
phases though ingenious manipulation of the in-
take valves and turbocharger. The result: im-
proved fuel economy. This engine arrived
stateside last year in the Audi line. Now it’s the
standard power source for the Beetle, Passat and
long-wheelbase Tiguan. 
Because VW has two 2.0-liter turbocharged en-

gines types, expect confusion. Tip: check horse-
power, the B version is 174. 
The hotter 200-hp Beetle is history.
The aging Passat gets the B-cycle engine.

There’s also a V-6 GT version sporting a tweaked
suspension. 
The newly minted Atlas and Tiguan are already

2018 models. VW has answered one question:
Why does the FWD Tiguan get a third-row seat,
whereas it’s optional with AWD? Answer: federal
rules. With the third row, the FWD version be-

comes a light truck;
add AWD and it
qualifies as a light
truck sans extra
seat. 
Why does VW play

this arcane game of
musical chairs? The
answer is corporate
average fuel econ-
omy rules, which af-
fect cars more than
trucks. Because VW
is car-centric, VW
must bump up its
automobile mpg.
Trucks, however,
meet a lower thresh-
old. Therefore, if VW
shifts its retail sales

to light trucks, it’s easier to meet its CAFE goals. 
One Atlas update: A VW rep showed me the en-

gine start/stop defeat switch. It’s in front of the
shift lever on the dashboard’s center panel. In an
earlier AUTOIST, I kvetched; I couldn’t find the
button. 
Are VW’s CUVs competitive? From what I’m

hearing, the Atlas’ roomy interior wins the space
race — agreed. But it’s not particularly classy in-
side nor is the power train highly competitive.
The Tiguan looks sharp but places comfort ahead
of handling and performance. Either model fits
within class norms. Neither is a GTI on stilts.
Want a taller stance with German DNA? Check
out the Golf Alltrack.
Coming next year: the 2019 Arteon. With a

wide shell-like hood, body faceting that rivals
something you’d find at Harry Winston, and a
268-hp engine, it’s expected to rev up the excite-
ment at your VW dealer next summer. It replaces
the defunct CC.
Audi’s Q5 crossover and A5 coupe/convert-

ible/Sportback are new for 2018. Other models
get paint and trim refinements with wider use of
driver assistance systems such as side assist. Ex-
pect a new A8 that shifts away from an all-alu-
minum body. It will have a 48-volt electrical
system. The sleek Q8 is also anticipated. 

■DIRTY DIESELS COME CLEAN: The EPA and
the California Air Resources Board approved
VW’s fix for its “Generation 1,” 2.0-liter TDI-
equipped cars. This affects about 326,000 vehi-
cles. That’s front-page news. Nearly two years
after VW’s diesel emissions skirting generated a
stir, VW has finally developed the software (re-
moves illegal defeat devices) and hardware modi-
fications (a different catalytic converter) to make
its 2009-2014 TDI Jetta, Golf, Beetle and Audi A3
models emissions compliant. Now those who
want to keep their TDIs can get their cars fixed,
and then receive $5,100 to $9,800 in compensa-
tion. This also means scores of mothballed TDIs
across the USA could be fixed and sold as used
cars.

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST
contributor since 1993, has
upgraded his wheels since
getting his first car in the early
’60s. Reach him via email at
leppke.cliff@gmail.com. 
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VW’s rep says first-gen 2.0-liter TDI drivers
will notice a 2-mpg drop. Otherwise, engine per-
formance should remain the same. Currently, the
only 2.0-liter TDI that needs a cure is the sec-
ond-gen 2.0-liter TDI Passat with manual trans-
mission.

■EURO DIESEL UPDATE: But wait there’s
more: In Europe, VW and other German carmak-
ers are in hot water over collusion. VW supplied
documents to authorities indicating that it, Mer-
cedes, BMW and Bosch developed a cartel-like re-

lationship when creating new light-duty diesels.
One example cited is the uniform size of the
urea-fluid or AdBlue tank. While German car-
makers say these tanks were part of a larger roll-
out of a standardized clean-diesel infrastructure,
others argue the real purpose was fooling regu-
lators. Why? Well, if one carmaker found it
needed more AdBlue in order to come clean and
thus needed a bigger tank, authorities would
know that other manufacturers were using emis-
sions defeat devices to reduce AdBlue consump-
tion. 

■HEAT WAVE IT GOOD-
BYE: My marathon
Scirocco’s circa 1983 air
conditioner melted. It ap-
pears as though the York
two-cylinder mini compres-
sor seized. This led to a
smoking, hot mess while
driving the northeastern
part of Chicagoland’s Tri-
State Tollway. In addition,
the A/C system’s pressure
was neither too high nor
too low. This meant
switches intended to protect
A/C components by disen-
gaging the compressor
clutch weren’t tripped. This
caused the electro-magnetic
clutch to melt, short its
windings and blow the 30-
amp A/C fuse. In addition,
the compressor pulley over-
heated and seized. In turn
(or lack of turn) the A/C belt
burned. The latter eventu-
ally snapped. Let’s say the
car wasn’t fast but it cer-
tainly was furious. I asked
my nearby shop whether it
could recover the ozone-
nasty R-12 refrigerant, let-
ting me commence a
salvage job. Due to too few

R-12 customers and the fact
that you no longer need a li-
cense to handle the friend-
lier R134a refrigerant, the
shop has jettisoned its re-
covery equipment. My other
A/C go-to-place likewise
shed its gear. The latter
blamed business taxes and
low demand.
Help! 
I’ve been advised to vent

the car’s refrigerant, re-
place the compressor and
receiver drier, add R-134a
compatible oil to the latter
two, and then install a R-
134a conversion kit. 

So, I’m mulling over
whether to install a used
York compressor, install a
new receiver drier, a new
expansion valve and then
convert to R134a—adding
oil that’s OK for this refrig-
erant by pouring the cor-
rect amount into the
compressor and receiver.
Because VW didn’t publish a
tech bulletin for converting
the 1983’s system, I suspect
the best bet is to follow in-
structions for the 1985
model with a Sanden com-
pressor.

Burnt AC pulley clutch and fuse on the 1983 Scirocco. 
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Giovanni Pamio, who managed Audi’s diesel-
engine development, has been charged by U.S.
officials with fraud. He’s the eighth person
charged in the U.S. case against Volkswagen. Au-
thorities claim, Pamio (an Italian citizen) di-
rected Audi employees to cheat on U.S. emissions
tests. He also lied to CARB about whether diesel
emissions would work under normal vehicle op-
eration in 2007. 
Meanwhile, Europeans want clean air. Several

German cities (Hamburg, Stuttgart and Munich)
have proposed banning older diesel vehicles from
their confines due to emissions of oxides of ni-
trogen (NOx). In response, VW and Audi will re-
call 5.3 million late-model diesel cars to upgrade
their emissions systems. The VW Group also of-
fers rebates to move those driving older diesels
into newer cleaner models.
The goal: Avoid large-scale limits on cars that

produce air quality concerns. 
The German auto industry’s fix-it tactic has

stalled sudden shifts that would upend European
automobility. Nonetheless, expect further restric-
tions on diesel cars and a larger shift toward
electric propulsion. 
Mazda, says its longtime-coming compression

ignition gas engine is a go. The technology is
called homogeneous charge compression igni-
tion. This mill combines the efficiency of a diesel
with the lower NOx emissions of a gas engine. If
it works, Mazda’s the MPV of MPG. 

■DUCATI FOR SALE?: VW/Audi’s high-end Ital-
ian motorcycle brand is for sale. Five firms have
made offers to buy the Audi-owned brand valued
at $1.76 billion. The sale, however, doesn’t have
the backing of VW’s supervisory board. The
Porsche and Piech families are against selling
Ducati, too.

■CONSOLIDATION: Two more signs of the
time: Peugeot and Opel have officially tied the
knot. This ends GM’s ownership of its German
brand that dates to 1929. And Toyota and Mazda
are collaborating on a North American assembly

plant. Vauxhall, GM’s British brand, also goes
French. Peugeot now ranks second in European
vehicle sales behind VW.

■ATLAS EARNS SAFETY PICK: VW’s 2018
Atlas performed well in the Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety’s crashworthiness tests. It
received good ratings in five categories, includ-
ing moderate overlap front impact. Its optional
front crash prevention system scored a superior
rating. It didn’t receive the Pick+ designation
due to available headlights that rated marginal
and poor. 

■THE COMPETITION: My marathon Scirocco’s
A/C meltdown commenced after I checked out
Nissan’s commercial vehicles at The Grove, a his-
toric landmark in Glenview, Ill. Once upon a
time, VW offered transporters as commercial ve-
hicles in the U.S. Now, Nissan offers high-roof
vans and other practical machines. 
Honda’s 10th-generation Accord made its

press debut in Chicago in August. I checked it
out. You can pick from one of two turbocharged
four-cylinder engines. Plus there’s a choice of
six-speed manual and a 10-speed automatic.
Front seats are lower and the car has a sportier
feel than the current Passat. You cannot buy
the VW with a clutch pedal. Honda says the
coupe is gone. Remember when the Accord was
roughly the size of a Scirocco? I do. My, how
it’s grown. VWCA

DRIVER’S SEAT
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Striking convention gold   
We’ve always said that participation in local chapter activities is a

huge part of “enjoying your VW to the fullest.” It is the purpose of
this column, therefore, to highlight these events and activities, give
the planners and organizers a little recognition for their efforts and
perhaps inspire other chapters to try some of the unique and fun ways
we enjoy our VWs.
Here’s a look at what some of the locals have been up to: 
Central Florida VW Club, Orlando, Fla.: Some CFVWC members

traveled to St. Charles, Ill., to attend the VWCA Convention there.
Member Will Euverard even scored a first-place trophy in the Photo-
scenic rallye! Congratulations!
Northeast Illinois Volkswagen Association, Lisle, Ill.: NIVA mem-

bers continued their busy schedule while attending the Mid America
Motorworks Funfest in Effingham, Ill., presenting their BugFest Car
Show in conjunction with the VWCA Convention and entering a dozen
cars or so in the Bartlett (Ill.) Independence Day Parade. It’s no wonder
that NIVA took home the 2017 Wolfsburg Trophy as the most active
local chapter.
Stateline Volks Folks, Rockford, Ill.: The 30th annual Vintage Pic-

nic in Alpine Park was another huge success, likely due to the relaxed
atmosphere combined with the car show, raffles and door prizes.
Finally, this column is in need of a member to compile the activities of

our local chapters and send them bimonthly to the AUTOIST editor. You’ll
find it fun to learn about the clever and innovative events developed by
our local chapters and share them with other members. If you’re the
one, contact VWCA at vwclub@aol.com or directly to the AUTOIST editor
at vwautoist@mindspring.com. We’re waiting to hear from you! VWCA

(315) 789-2200
Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica

(315) 789-2200
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busted pedal frame clutch tube. I asked a local
automotive machine shop to weld the AWOL part
onto the pedal frame’s bracket. They goofed,
welding the tube at the wrong angle and depth,
making it useless.

So, I did the right thing. I drove to North
Dakota and then asked my dad whether he’d give
it a try. Let’s say my 85-year-old father can teach
us younger folks new tricks. He expertly laid out
a plan to attach that tube with an acetylene

View of the pedal frame. Cleaning the tube bracket. 

Pedal frame with rod through clutch cable. 

Elton Leppke works the sandblaster. 

CLUTCH ■ FROM PAGE 13

➤
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torch and a weld-
ing rod.
First: Clean the

tube and its
bracket. Dad
sandblasted the
tube and ground
the bracket. 
Second: Mount

the frame in a
vise.
Third: Make a

jig. Dad selected
a long metal rod
that was slightly
smaller that the
tube’s inner di-
ameter. He placed
that rod through the tube and then used
two C clamps and a spacer bar to get the
angle and depth correct. Notice how he
selected the pedal frame’s pedal shaft as a
clamping point.
He nested the tube based on the jagged

remains of the original welding—roughly
parallel with the pedal frame’s mounting
studs. Finding the correct spot is awk-
ward because errant tubes erode their
metal homes due to clutch operations.
Dad says one can realign the tube after
it’s been welded. You place a long rod
through the tube and gently pry. You don’t
want to move it very far, though. 
Fourth: Wear goggles. Use a torch to

heat the metal until it’s red hot. Apply ma-
terial from a welding rod as filler. It’s like
a barbecue for steel. 
Fifth: Take lots of pictures! With Dad taking

command, I got to watch. Snapping pics wasn’t
easy, however. It’s nearly impossible to look
through a viewfinder while wearing goggles.
Sixth: Fill in groove sawed by clutch cable.

When broken, the clutch tube’s misalignment
lets the cable grind through it. Alternatively, Dad
says you might try filling the tube groove before
welding it to the frame. 
Seventh: Develop proper metal-shop manners.

Praise your father and his craftsmanship! Do

that several times. Repeat as often necessary.  
What amazes me: my father has a “squint

gauge.” He’s got a knack or eye for doing these
difficult tasks, as though he were operating a
Play-Doh Fun Factory. His torch handling: flaw-
less, one pass and a touchup was all that it took.
And he wears trifocals! 
Next up? Aligning a 1932 VW Ford’s frame.

Dad’s method involves a propane torch, a level,
Ford’s dimensional drawings and his trusty
squint gauge. VWCA

Pedal frame with C clamps and spacers. Final touchup. 

Filling clutch tube groove cut by clutch cable. 
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos).
Non-member rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15
cents per additional word. Photos are additional $5 each.
Includes posting on vwclub.org website with color pho-
tos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or pay
in advance. Ads may be revised to meet space limita-
tions. Photos to be returned must be accompanied by a
S.A.S.E. of appropriate size. Send to VWCA Classified
Ads, 1554 Roanoak Ave., Aurora IL 60506. Ads requiring
no payment can be emailed to vwclub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: One lot: four B3’s, a 1973 181, a 1972 camper.
Collector condition. Monkseal@sover.net
FOR SALE:
1992 Volk-
swagen
Cabriolet 2
dr. Convert-
ible. Pur-
chased new,
one owner; 9,958 original miles! Inside storage during the win-
ter months, never out in the snow, ice or rain. Excellent condi-
tion, no damage, clean, looking for a new owner. Asking price
$12,875. Contact Art Rogovin, cell (740) 819-0053 (OH);
email, art@usbridge.com.

FOR SALE:
2012 VW CC
R-Line (R-
Line Trim in-
cludes side
skirts; front
valance;
smoked tail
lights; alu-

minum sill protectors; special wheels and badging). Very rare
iron gray metallic exterior; titan black interior; 2.0t with DSG
automatic transmission; 94,000 miles; dealer maintained and
serviced; excellent condition; no pets, non-smoker, no rust,
no rips, tears, stains, or holes; 26 mpg around town;  32-35
mpg highway; OEM Euro clear front corner lenses; LED light

strips in trunk; LED license plate lights; freshly waxed. Must
see to appreciate. Full tank of gas Included. Asking $9,250
OBO. Can be seen in Bartlett Ill., anytime. Contact Kirk; (630)
533-2528 (IL).

FOR SALE:
1978 Super
Beetle Con-
vertible,
EMPI
Sprintstar
wheels,
195/60/15
rear tires,

145/65/15 front tires; billet aluminum running boards, black
w/polished ribs; Top Line adjustable front struts, lowering kit
and sway bar; front strut brace; front disc brakes; electric
windshield washer pump; carpeted trunk; clear front turn sig-
nal lenses; all-red tail lights; chrome exhaust tip; no catalytic
converter; locking engine cover; ceramic coated muffler. En-
gine is fuel-injected 1,600cc professionally rebuilt and de-
tailed about 5 years ago; very well maintained with EGR
delete. Tuned up and valves adjusted last summer. Interior
features: custom Sewfine tweed/vinyl interior with matching
convertible top boot; VDO clock; rare Formuling France steer-
ing wheel; Sony AM/FM/CD/USB w/remote and removable
face plate; 100 watt amp w/Sony front kick panel speakers
and speaker box behind rear seat; billet dash insert; billet
door lock pulls; leather shift knob w/wood Wolfsburg logo in-
sert; chrome lower A-pillar scuff guards; vinyl console
w/cupholder and working heat! Very solid floor pan, never out
in a Chicago winter; before 1995, this was an Arizona/Califor-
nia car. Price: $8,750, OBO. Can be seen any time in Bartlett,
Ill. More pictures on request. Contact Kirk, (630) 533-2528
(IL).
FOR SALE:
1963 Volk-
swagen Bee-
tle Turquoise
with Tan in-
terior, beauti-
fully
restored,
Concours
quality, runs
and drives. $25,000 Call (561) 498-5600, europeanautobody-
inc.com (#266).
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FOR SALE:
2003 Volk-
swagen New
Beetle Turbo
S 6-Speed
Manual,
$7,999. Exte-
rior and inte-
rior are in
like-new ex-
cellent con-
dition. Gray/black leather seats plus sunroof/moonroof. All
standard equipment is in excellent working condition. Have
CARFAX history report dated January 2017 and the original
owners manual. A/C compressor and cycling/pressure switch
replaced at 94,334 miles; brake pads replaced at 90,000
miles. All maintenance in past 12 plus years was conducted
at Lindsay Volkswagen of Dulles in Sterling, VA. More pictures
will be provided upon request to interested parties. Call (540)
775-2221 (King George, VA).

FOR SALE: 3-foot high letters from 1955 Motorville dealer,
$100. Canvas VW sign from 1950, $100. Call Gene Smith,
(920) 452-3854 or cell, (920) 207-3854. Any clubs interested?
FOR SALE: Large selection of VWs plus new and used parts
(all models/years) John’s Car Corner, Westminster, Vt.
jandi@svcable.net. (802) 722-3180.
FOR SALE: 1974 Volkswagen Super Beetle. Original owner.
Low mileage – 127,000 total miles for over 40 years of owner-
ship. All repair and maintenance records. Original engine, new
clutch. Runs well and is in good condition, with minor cos-
metic needs. Here’s your chance to own a vintage classic car!
$2,200 OBO. Serious buyers – call Joan J. at (415) 454-9959
(CA).
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publish-
ers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual
$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118,

(206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277.
FOR SALE: VW air-cooled engines completely rebuilt. 36
horsepower, 40 horsepower, 1600cc single port & 1600cc
dual port. Doug Nichols, (815) 389-6569 (IL).
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single
port, 1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0,
2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines
by Wolfsburg and Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker
Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 (CA).

ARIZONA: Daniel Heldenbrand, Scottsdale

FLORIDA: Chasity Mo’Neaq Murray, Niceville; Robert A. Brennan,

Orlando; Brian Null, Oviedo

ILLINOIS: John Demaius, Barrington; Mike Goode, Chicago; Eric

Allen, Geneva; Adam Antos, Lisle; Brett Masuoka, Park Ridge;

Sean Sullivan, Park Ridge; Christine Carson, Plainfield; Jeffrey

Butz, Rockford;  Joe Pelayo, Streamwood; Dave Reynolds,

Woodridge

MINNESOTA: Jonathan Anderson, Hermantown

NEBRASKA: Nathan Rouch, Lincoln

NEW JERSEY: Frank Marano, Dumont

OHIO: Art Rogovin, Zanesviille

TEXAS: Joyce Gee, Cypress; Aimee Fletcher Freise, Sherman

WISCONSIN: Julio C. Vargas Jr., Milwaukee

Got something to sell? Try the AUTOIST classifieds. The price
is right for members — they’re free! And ads appear more
promptly on the club website, vwclub.org.
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■‘BACK HOME WITH THE BEST’

■ MOVING?: The AUTOIST is not automatically forwarded to your new address. Please send your address changes
promptly to Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60542. Or notify by email to vwclub@aol.com.
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John Hamill of John’s Car Corner in Westminster, N.H., provided this missive:  “Wow! A 1958 Beetle with only

80k miles! Why am I so excited about this, my most recent purchase? Well, for one thing I’ve been after this

car for about 10 years now and finally landed it. But it also brings back so many fond memories. These are the

cars that I owned and drove back in the mid-’60s when I was discovering VWs. Now that I have come full cir-

cle, I am back to the grass roots, bare bones VWs. Don’t get me wrong, I love them all ... but after owning and

driving them all ... I’m back home with the best!”



VW Autoist
P.O. Box 154
North Aurora IL 60542

■ Tom Janiszewski | volkstom@sbcglobal.net 
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