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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

Mediated Motoring at Road America 

T
he Midwest Automotive Media Association’s 
Spring Rally at Road America near Elkhart Lake, 

Wis., has grown in size and stature. Journalists and 
motor vehicle reps cannot resist RA’s sinu-
ous racetrack. It’s drive candy. Elkhart 
Lake, moreover, adds dining and lodging. 
RA says its vehicular venue hosts 800,000 
annual visitors. I’m one of them. 

A brief history lesson explains RA’s mag-
netism. Dubbed America’s National Park 
of Speed, its Eden for speeding was 1950s 
European-style racing in and around the 
village of Elkhart Lake. Historical markers 
let those who stroll the village’s sidewalks 
trace RA’s nascent form. After Wisconsin 
banned racing on public roads, highway 
engineer Clif Tufte organized local resi-
dents and the 
Chicago Region of 
the Sports Car Club 
of America. This 
group developed 
plans and raised 
money to build a 
racecourse. They 
picked a 525-acre site 
outside of Elkhart 
Lake. VW dealer Bill 
Wuesthoff (Concours 
Motors in Milwau-
kee) was a longtime 
RA sponsor.  

The track, which 
opened in 1955, uti-
lized the topographi-
cal curvy splendor of 

the glacial Kettle Moraine area. Drivers swept around 
rolling hills and through plunging ravines — 4.048 
miles in length with 14 turns. Phil Hill won the first 
race in a Ferrari. Today, the track is unique; it’s the 

only North American road circuit with its 
original layout. RA’s race-car luminaries 
include Carroll Shelby, Roger Penske and 
Mark Donahue. In 2016, the IndyCar se-
ries returned to the track, attracting high 
turnout, and recently announced a new 
three-year deal.   

This year, more than 100 MAMA jour-
nalists drove like it’s 1955. About 80 vehi-
cles were available — each prepped and 
parked in RA’s paddock. Sorry, only a frac-
tion of these machines was track material. 
All autos were unmodified production 

uTURN TO PAGE 28
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Part of VW’s lineup in a foggy and damp setting at Road America. 



Small Talk
VW + Audi at a glance

 HEARTLAND CHARGING STATIONS:  
Electrify America, a VW affiliate, 
is teaming with Walmart Inc. store 
locations to significantly expand 
its U.S. network of electric vehicle 
charging stations in the middle of 
the country. Sources familiar with 
Electrify America’s plans say the 
company will build 180 more 
charging stations at Walmart loca-
tions by the end of this year with 
an emphasis on locations across 
the country within easy reach of 
major highways. 
 BATTERY WARRANTY:  VW an-
nounced it will guarantee the ca-
pacity of the ID. batteries for cars 
in Europe for eight years or the 
equivalent of about 100,000 
miles. It’s also promising a new 
range of wall boxes to make rapid 
charging a reality at home and at 

work.  
 E-TRON PRAISED:  Consumer Reports 
is upbeat about Audi’s new e-Tron, 
headlining a story on its website 
“2019 Audi E-Tron Takes Charge 
Among New EVs.” The magazine 
wrote: “Our testers really like the 
luxury feel of the e-Tron, the 
smoothness of its powertrain, and 
how vault-like quiet it is, even at 
highway speeds. In fact, there 
wasn’t too much to complain 
about.” 

 USED GOLFS:  The Golf has been 
awarded “Used Car Hero” at the 
UK-based Autocar Awards, in 
recognition of its numerous tal-
ents – namely the value it repre-
sents to customers on the used car 
market, from its flexibility and 
quality to its reliability. 

NEW & IMPROVED

EV NEWS
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  QUEUING UP:   
The number of 
reservations for 
VW’s ID.3 “1st” 
model, an EV 
hatchback, is 
quickly closing in 
on the 30,000 ex-
pected by the 
Frankfurt Auto 
Show in September, according to VW rep. The first customer cars in Europe 
are expected to be delivered by mid-2020 and only 30,000 will be built. 

 SUVS, JETTA:  VW is recalling 
73,545 Atlas and Tiguan models 
from 2018-19 along with 2019 
Jettas — models that don’t have 
keyless entry. Drivers may not get 
an audible prompt from the in-
strument cluster that the key 
might remain in the ignition.  

 SPEED RECORD:  The VW ID.R elec-
tric race car that set a record for 
climbing Pikes Peak last year now 
owns the record for fastest electric 
car around the Nürburgring. Ro-
main Dumas beat the previous EV 
record set in 2017 by 40.564 sec-
onds in the 670 hp vehicle — and 
in the process, surpassed every 
fossil-fuel powered record at the 
track but one.  

 VW, FORD NEAR DEAL:  A coopera-
tion agreement between VW and 
Ford involving elec tric-car tech -
nol ogy and self- driv ing ve hi cles is 
“progressing well,” ac cord ing to 
CEO Her bert Diess, and close to 
being finalized. The pact, which 
al ready in cludes co-pro duc ing 
vans and pickups, is part of VW’s 
plan to add scale and save money 
while countering slower sales and 
spend ing re quire ments to de velop 
new tech nolo gies. 

AWARDS

RECALLS

ACHIEVEMENTS

COMPANY NEWS



Retro Autoist
From the VWCA archives 

  JULY/AUGUST 2009:  VW’s pickup, showcased as a con-
cept last September at the Commercial Vehicles Motor 
Show in Hanover, Germany, and due to be launched in 
Europe in 2010, is to be called the Amarok. The name 
means “wolf” in the language of the Inuit, one of the Es-
kimo people 
who live in 
northern 
Canada and 
Greenland 
who highly 
regard the 
wolf as king 
of the 
wilderness and a figure of robustness, endurance and 
superiority. The TDI-powered Amarok will be launched 
as a double-cab pickup with four-wheel drive, while a 
single-cab version will be introduced later.   

  JULY/AUGUST 1999:  In an attempt to meet worldwide 
demand for the New Beetle, Volkswagen has attained 
full capacity of 600 cars a day at its Puebla, Mexico, 
plant, despite a supply shortage, VW says it has no in-
tent of adding a second assembly plant. In addition to 
the New Beetle, the Jetta, Cabrio and old Beetle are pro-
duced at Puebla.  
  JULY/AUGUST 1999:  The New Beetle is rated as one of 
the best cars in the world for safe and effective head re-
straints, according to a study by the Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety. Only one in 20 vehicles earned a 
“good” rating for head-restraint design.    

  JULY/AUGUST 1989:  VW’s new Mobility Access Program 

will help pay the cost associated with adapting its vans 
for use by the handicapped. VW will pay $1,500 toward 
converting a 1989 Vanagon Carat or Wolfsburg Limited 
Edition Vanagon to accommodate handicapped drivers 
or passengers.      
  JULY/AUGUST 1989:  About 400 babies have been born in 
VWs since the company started its Bonds for Babies pro-
gram in 1964, and the offer still stands — three $100 
U.S. Savings Bonds to any parent whose child was born 
in a VW and who can provide a doctor’s letter to verify it.    

  JULY/AUGUST 1979:  When the Bug and the Bus were the 
only two products of Volkswagenwerk, even an added 
strip of chrome here or there, or a changed steering 
wheel design was about all they had to offer for a new 
model year. The 1979 to 1980 model change, however, 
will go down in VW’s history as the most prolific one. A 
new Rabbit convertible from Karmann, a Rabbit pickup 
from Westmoreland, Pa., an all-new Type 2 from 
Hanover and a Rabbit notchback by the name of Jetta 
from Wolfsburg. Wow!  

  AUGUST 1969:  Occupants of a caravan of about 200 
Volkswagen Station Wagons had “front seats” on history 
when Apollo 11 blasted off for the moon on July 16. 
The caravan stretched out nearly seven miles once it got 
under way.  

  JULY 1959:  If you run across any mention in newspapers 
or magazines of the club, of VWs in general or of small 
foreign cars, please tear out the item and forward it to 
the club’s publicity director. We are launching a new 
publicity program and want to start a clipping file.

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

W
ould you grab the keys 
to a now 36-year-
old VW Scirocco 
and trek 3,000 

miles over two weeks? 
And enjoy it?  

I did.  
For the most part, no one 

notices you. One exception 
was a twenty-something 
woman who asked whether I 
was driving a Ford Pinto. And then 
there was the guy whizzing by in a Mercedes who rolled 
down his window and gave me a thumbs up.  

My Mars Red VW sports coupe is a sanctuary, a chrysalis 
where I make an annual transformation from winter misery 

EMOTIONAL  

RESCUE
1983 Scirocco is an  

automotive sanctuary, 

aged like a fine wine,  

in an annual trek south

}
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to springtime fun. Driving it is mediation. It trans-
ports me to a mechanical/mental otherworldly expe-
rience. This car became part of accidental tourism, if 
you will, because my TV station employer always laid 
me off around the same time as college spring break. 
This scheme let the station “rehire” me at base pay 
and cut labor costs. I used the opportunity to escape 
to warmer climes such as Albuquerque, N.M.  

New Mexico 
sunlight is like a 
doctor’s pre-
scription to perk 
up your mood. 
Especially when 
you live in 
gloomy by-the-
lake Milwaukee. 
An arid climate 
almost always 
guarantees good 
bicycling 
weather. Thus, 
every spring I 
wedged my be-
spoke British-
made 
Holdsworth Spe-
cial bike into the 
VW’s trunk and went south. I bought the Holdsworth 
frame set when working at a bike shop. Then, I tai-
lored this velo-treat using a combination of French, 
British, Italian, American and Japanese components. 
I laced the four-cross wheels using high-flange Cam-
pagnolo hubs, DT spokes and Araya aero rims — 
sturdy, but so 1970s. My custom-made touring ma-
chine has a relatively tight 40-inch wheelbase. 

This year’s end-of-April Scirocco excursion, my 
physical and emotional rescue, began with a trip to 
Nashville. That’s where my brother, Gary, and his 

wife, Lisa, live. 
Gary invited me to 
join him for half of 
a century bike ride 
— about 50 miles. 
This tour raised 

money for Tennessee parks. One bonus was riding 
the Natchez Trace. It’s a national park roadway near 
the old paths people used to move their goods from 
Nashville to Mississippi.  

 
Ten speed dinosaur 

You might ask whether my car or my body was up 
to the task. I haven’t ridden bikes much for several 

years. I put my-
self through col-
lege working at 
bike shops. I 
had a penchant 
for peddling and 
pedaling two-
wheeled adven-
tures. One of 
them was the 
now vintage 
Holdsworth bike 
frame  — about 
the same age as 
my Scirocco. 
Today, I’m called 
a retro grouch 
— a 10-speed 
dinosaur. That’s 
how trendy cy-

clists describe those of us who haven’t updated our 
gear and gears to reflect current cycling tastes for 
carbon fiber frames, aerodynamic spokes and 20-
speeds. Heck, I still wear shoes with cleats snapped 
into pedals with clips and straps. 

 
No cruise control 

The VW performed well. There was one hiccup, 
which I’ll discuss later. My VW coupe’s 90-hp mill, 
once the vanguard of peppy econo speedsters, could 
be dusted by a wheezy Prius. Yet, the engine, which 
clocked 339,000 miles, is charming. Originally mated 
to a close-ratio five-speed manual, I installed for a 
taller fifth gear for highway cruising. This means the 
car’s 1.8-liter four-cylinder wonder hums at roughly 
3,000 rpm at 72 mph instead of nearly 4,000 rpm. 
It’s smooth; easy on the ears. It calmly racks up» 

uPREVIOUS PAGE:  Cliff Leppke’s 
Scirocco has seen a lot of the 
country, including places in the 
middle of nowhere, like Carring-
ton, N.D., home to his parents. 

Cliff Leppke’s British-made Holdsworth Special bicycle shares space back home with his 1983 

Scirocco. 
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mile after mile. Throttle response is good too. When I 
want it quieter, foam ear plugs cut wind rush. 

The car’s large four-spoke leather clad steering 
wheel with whimsical round horn buttons is amus-
ingly dated. It’s about two inches larger in diameter 
than today’s cars. This eases the manual rack-and-
pinion steering effort. Nevertheless, parking this bitty 
rig would send Popeye in search of spinach.  

Dialing this hoop on expressways reveals the car’s 
delicious side. You feel road texture. It has tactile 
sensations largely missing from late-model cars. It 
doesn’t have a microprocessor and electric motor to 
keep it steady or blunt 
braille like road 
codes. Instead, 
VW’s steering 
geometry aids sta-
bility via negative 
roll radius. And 
the manual steer-
ing’s gearing 
feels right at 70 
mph.  

Cruise control? 
My right foot! I 
wear firm Piloti 
shoes, which make 
pedal work more re-
warding; the Ro’s 
clutch pedal effort ri-
vals a gym’s StairMas-
ter. Because the Scirocco’s under-dash spaghetti is 
covered, my long feet are pampered. Seating is VW’s 
famous bolstered buckets with leather cladding. My 
only complaint is me — a back injury causes some 
shooting pains through my left leg.  

At this place in an automotive travelogue, the au-
thor would offer clever words about wending his way 
through distant inky black voids guided by wimpy 
halogen lamps, or regale you with tales of purple 
mountains or the glare of roadside attractions. In-
stead, I spend my time surveying a blurred landscape 
through a sandblasted windshield with three star-

burst blemishes — battle scars from previous trips.  
I prop my right elbow on a block of gray foam 

placed atop the center tunnel’s hand brake. The cen-
ter console’s triple gauges reveal oil pressure, oil 
temperature and alternator voltage. Sometimes I 
break the VW trance by tuning in NPR on the Heidel-
berg cassette radio, which causes the power antenna 
motor to buzz into action. I take swigs from a water 
bottle placed behind the front seat. Trail mix keeps 
me going. The Ro’s 10.6-gallon fuel tank lets you roll 
for about length of network TV’s nightly primetime 
lineup before pulling into a gas station.  

I arrived at my brother’s place on a 
Wednesday after a long backup in Indi-

ana. The next day, I checked out Nis-
san’s mile-long Tennessee plant 

and witnessed its amazing 
flow. Nissan produces six 

different vehicles on two 
separate lines. It 

stamps its own 
metal and forms 

black bumper 
fascia, which 
are hand-
taped masking 
the black bits 

that aren’t 
painted. 
Afterword, my 

brother and I checked 
whether I was up to the 50-plus-mile ride planned 
for Saturday. We rode the Natchez but didn’t get very 
far when a downpour doused this ride. Soaked! I dis-
covered several glitches — my footwear needed ad-
justment. Also, my bike wasn’t built for rain.  

Friday was sunnier. Gary suggested we cycle 25 
miles — smart idea, but not what you’re thinking. 
Natchez deserves its reputation as a bike-friendly 
roadway. Motorists give cyclists plenty of clearance 
and moderate their speed. Park cops pull over of-
fenders. Lots of friendly bikers greet you as you ride 
past them or they pass you. And they’ll come to your 

SCIROCCO
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aid. For example, my old bike 
quickly protested with a flat 
front tire. The tire rotted below 
the rim, causing its carcass to 
grind into the tube. Several bi-
cyclists offered to help, but Gary 
and I subbed another tube. He 
declared I’ll need better tires for 
the next day’s ride. We installed 
different tires that night. 

Saturday’s main event was 
awesome — fantastic cycling 
weather. Gary warned me about 
the rolling Tennessee hills. They 
are a lot like the Kettle Moraine 
in Wisconsin. You’re at a higher 
altitude in Tennessee. I discov-
ered I’m not the steady ready 
rider. I wobble a bit and find 
standing up to gain extra step-
down grunt a challenge. 

I climbed all hills in the 
Holdsworth’s low gear, often 
pulling in alongside my brother 
while letting him work while a 
drafted. We finished 53 miles; I 
wanted to keep riding. But my bike’s back tire went 
flat in a parking lot near Gary’s truck. Boo! This de-
flation was due to old rim strips. The elastic-types I 
installed in the 1980s were supposed to prevent the 
inner tube from chafing on a rim’s spoke holes. They 
don’t. Reinforced cloth tape is the remedy. 

Gary uses new gadgetry. For example, he employs 
GPS for mapping. His fuel gauge — a bike computer 
— estimates our energy consumption. It calculated 
the number of calories we needed to keep riding — a 
boon to those of us who are so absorbed in bicycling 
fever that we forget to eat. You’ll hit the “wall” if you 
don’t nosh.  

While in Nashville, I received startling news: my 
80-year-old mother discovered her Toyota Camry 
cannot fly. She went airborne in the car, departing 
from a North Dakota interstate and crashing into a 
ditch. Mom says she doesn’t recall what happened — 
with the exception of them extricating her from the 

car’s windshield opening. The 
Toy’s occupant protection fea-
tures worked well. Front and 
side air bags deployed as de-
signed. The shoulder belt 
clinched, too. So, Mom took a 
licking but is still ticking. She 
won’t wear low-cut Fargo fash-
ion frocks for a while, but Dad 
says he’s happy she’s alive.  

From Nashville I headed back 
to Milwaukee where I back-
tracked to Chicago for Honda’s 
regional Passport press lunch-
eon. While motoring through 
Kentucky, I pulled into a rest 
area. I planned to join the 
VWCA’s teleconference, but cell-
phone coverage wasn’t good. 
Thus, I turned the Scirocco’s 
key to start. The engine 
cranked, fired twice but refused 
to run. 

I suspected the fuel pump. I 
put my left hand on the pump, 
which is ahead of the right rear 

wheel, and with the other hand reaching through the 
right front door opening turned the ignition switch to 
start. The pump didn’t vibrate.  

My next step required thought. I knew there was a 
fuel pump relay. If you jump the relay’s electrical ter-
minals, you send electrical energy to the pump. In 
turn, the pump should whir. Upon further»  

TOP: Fuel pump relay. ABOVE: NE555 timer chip.  
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inspection, I made a clever ob-
servation — the fuel pump 
relay and air conditioner relays 
use the same basic pin configu-
ration. The chief difference is 
the one for fuel has an extra 
connection, which provides a 
signal from the ignition coil. If 
the coil isn’t creating spark, the 
relay shuts off the pump. The 
A/C relay, therefore fits into 
fuel pump’s socket.  

Inside the pump’s relay is a 
Texas Instruments NE555 
timer integrated circuit. This nifty device is the back-
bone for many electronic switches. In this applica-
tion, the 555 energizes the relay’s coil, which in turn 
powers the fuel pump. It shuts off the fuel pump if 
the ignition coil’s pulse isn’t seen. This reduces the 
possibility of an engine fire, say, after a serious vehi-
cle crash. The A/C relay doesn’t have this circuit. 

Well, troubleshooting the relay’s circuitry at a rest 
area isn’t easy. Car Talk advised Honda drivers to 
carry spare fuel pump relays because their relays got 
hot and failed. Air-conditioned VW’s with Bosch K 
Jetronic fuel injection have an impromptu spare 
relay — the previously mentioned A/C relay. A smart 
person would put the A/C relay into the pump relay’s 
spot. It should supply current to the pump whenever 
the ignition is on. If the pump buzzes when ignition 
is “on,” move the ignition to “start.” If the engine 
starts, chances are the fuel pump relay is faulty.  

After plugging the A/C relay into the fuel pump 
socket, the car started. The Sunday drive home went 
smoothly until another major backup in Indiana. I re-
turned to Milwaukee, searched my inventory of VW 
relays and promptly installed a different one into the 
’83 Scirocco.  

 
Honda Passport 

The next day, I drove to Chicago for Honda’s Pass-
port press opportunity. It began with a surprising talk 
by Cox Automotive’s executive analyst Michelle 

Krebs. She discussed cars at an 
SUV/crossover debut. Research 
shows a trend. Cars will slide 
to about 30 percent of new 
motor vehicle sales.  

This figure is still millions of 
vehicles. Brands with good 
reputations are likely to fare 
well despite further drops in 
car sales — especially sedans. 
These firms will become the 
go-to companies for car buy-
ers. And the next generation of 
motor-vehicle buyers (younger 

than the millennials), according to Krebs, is likely to 
shop cars because SUVs, trucks and crossovers are 
too expensive. Cars, she says, are the gateways to a 
brand’s other products. In sum, Honda, Toyota and 
maybe even VW could benefit from Ford, GM and 
Chrysler exiting traditional car making.  

Honda shifted the presentation toward its Passport. 
Honda reintroduced the nameplate formerly used for 
its version of the Isuzu SUV. Honda created the new 
Passport by shortening its Pilot’s rear overhang. It 
also raised the vehicle. This makes it better suited for 
off-road use. Scribes applauded when Honda an-
nounced it brought back volume knobs.  

According to Honda’s press materials many fami-
lies want crossovers or SUVs because they want more 
people and stowage room. That’s what they think. 
Facts vary. I can put an eight-foot ladder in my sub-
compact hatchback. A Mazda CX-9 midsize crossover, 
however, cannot; its sloped tail reduces cargo length. 
I asked a question, “Why don’t people seek hatchback 
cars or station wagons? Gee, a Golf offers more use-
ful interior space than many larger-on-the-outside 
crossovers. The reaction was shift. A chorus of vehi-
cle reps and journalists retorted, “You don’t sit high.” 
Highchairs win. People want tall station wagons!  

 
Next stop, Minneapolis  

After the Honda press event, I returned home and 
prepped for a drive to Minneapolis. My sister, Barb, 

SCIROCCO

Fuel pump relay (left) with A/C relay.  
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her husband, Tom, and their kids live 
there. So, I drove to the Twin Cities 
and played Hungry Hippos with my 
niece and nephew. This game has four 
hippo-like gadgets with levers, springs 
and a cam-action mouths. Push their 
levers and the hippos extend their heads 
and open their “jaws.” They gobble little 
balls, which are pulled into trays. I sus-
pect the game teaches physical and social 
coordination. The kids quickly shunned 
the game’s rules, setting up slam-crazy 
cacophony, spewing hordes of errant 
spheres. 

The next day, I drove to my folks’ Car-
rington, N.D., farm. It’s smack dab in the 
middle of that state, a 140-mile slog west 
of Fargo. My Scirocco, which has worn 
steering column bearings, doesn’t like the 
final leg of this journey — the unpaved 
road off a state highway.  

Mom, who was sore, served several 
Scandinavian-style dishes including 
soups and casseroles provided by church ladies. The 
meals were very good, although I miss Mom’s coun-
try-woman zesty cooking. She adds spicy zing to 
many of her kitchen masterpieces. Mom’s recipe 
books are time-travel treasures. They’re full details 
about when she prepared dishes and the tweaks she 
uses to make them kick. 

Like the movie “Shane,” the Leppke farm needed 
tree service. In this case an ash tree split, which en-
dangered a barn. A nearby farm crew arrived with a 

lift and power saw. They removed the tree’s crown 
and expertly felled the tree’s trunk. I spent two days 
pulling out branches and cutting limbs. Dad pushed 
my pile with a front loader.  

The Leppke farm is a car, truck, tractor, radio and 
household appliance museum. I headed toward the 
barn’s hayloft in search of VW Type 3 engine tin. I 
need the left lower piece, below the push-rod tubes. I 
scored one. It’s rusty but the mounting tabs are intact. 

uTURN TO PAGE 33

Relics on the Leppke farm in North Dakota: A 1927 Twin City tractor(top left); an old Ford 

cab (top right) and an International truck with hood label (inset).
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D
rive Bigger is VW’s new slogan. VW’s new U.S. ad 
agency Johannes Leonardo uses it to pitch a shift 
in VW’s corporate attitude. According to Automo-

tive News, JL’s Leo Premutico says the agency “wants to 
return VW to its counterculture status.” You’ll notice a 
revival of the 
Doyle Dane 
Bernbach-like ap-
proach in two ID. 
Buzz print ads. 
The copy speaks 
VW’s voice, 
which admits a 
tiny image of a 
concept car 
thwarts our abil-
ity to see VW de-
sign chief Klaus 
(no last name) 
posing with the 
vehicle. 

Besides the vi-
sual play with DDB’s famous Think Small ads, the 
humor is familiar too. Why did Klaus pose for an ad 
where we couldn’t see him? It’s about something big-
ger. In this case, VW a big car company, must think 
about something much larger like the environment. 
One might add the EPA’s lawyers. VW’s electric ID. 
Buzz emits no tailpipe emissions. It’s all part of a drive 
something bigger than yourself corporate image. 

Johannes Leonardo’s introductory “Hello Light” ad 
aired during the NBA and NHL playoffs. It returned 
us to the dark days in 2015 when VW’s emissions 
malfeasance came to light. The screen is dark while 

we hear newscast 
voiceovers dis-
cussing VW’s dirty 
diesel secret. Then, 
we see a man fid-

dling with his pencil. He begins drawing the ID. 
Buzz, an electric concept vehicle that debuted at the 
Detroit show in 2017.  

Critics wonder why VW opted to revisit the diesel 
scandal and then show us a two-year-old concept ve-

hicle. Moreover, 
the ads follow-
ing “Hello” 
don’t pitch VW’s 
current vehi-
cles. Instead, 
they talk about 
driving some-
thing bigger 
than yourself. 
There’s a higher 
purpose, VW ar-
gues, to its cor-
porate plans — 
saving the 
planet, say. In 

the TV spot “Drive 
Bigger,” VW presents a little girl’s future, as repre-
senting something bigger. Her soccer practice goal 
(bigger) is contrasted with U.S. Women’s Soccer 
champ’s Alex Morgan’s 100th career goal (big). VW 
sponsors women’s soccer.  

Because VW’s Drive Bigger ad campaign presents 
big and bigger themes of people doing the right thing 
for a better future, it had to clear the air, say, about 
its blemished past. Otherwise, VW could hardly re-
claim its role as a responsible and “response able” 
kind of car company.  

Is this the right move? Creatively, the ID. Buzz 
print ads nail the original tone of VW’s famous ad 
campaign. They present VW’s voice talking to us 
much like it did when it challenged people to think 
small. That’s an audacious start. Let’s see whether 
VW delivers. VWCA

An image from VW’s “Drive Bigger” ad campaign, which avoids talking just about cars. 

VW TAKES A NEW TURN WITH THROWBACK AD

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

uPREVIOUS PAGE:  An evocative 
full-page print ad for VW’s new ID. 
Buzz. In contrast to the classic 
Beetle ads, this color version is 
splashed with yellow. 
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T
he annual member-
ship meeting of the 
Volkswagen Club of 

America will be held at 
10:30 a.m. CDT on Satur-
day, Aug. 17 at Panera 
Bread, 154 West Wilson 
Street (east of State Route 
31), in Batavia, Ill.   

All VWCA members are 
invited to attend, voice 
their opinions on club 
matters discussed and 
vote on decisions made by 
the membership. This 
meeting, previously held 
in conjunction with our an-
nual convention, will satisfy the requirements of our 
constitution and bylaws. 

No registration or fee is 
required for this meeting, 
but attendees are respon-
sible for making their 
own accommodations for 
lodging if necessary.  

After the meeting, all 
are invited to join us for 
lunch (on your own) at 
the restaurant.  

Batavia’s Depot Mu-
seum, featured at the 
2015 Convention, is just a 
block away for those who 
would like to visit. 

If additional informa-
tion is needed, write to 

VWCA, P. O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506 or 
email vwclub@aol.com. VWCA

VWCA
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
When: 10:30 a.m. Aug. 17 
Where: Batavia, Ill.  
Cost: Free (lunch, overnight  
accommodations are not in-
cluded)
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o scratches mar your VW’s fin-
ish? Does your car look old? 
There’s a new automotive wrin-

kle cream: Turtle Wax’s Scratch Renew 
and Repair. It promises to restore 
youthful luster with “heal and seal” 
technology. I saw this 
miracle liquid in a 
seven-ounce bottle 
demonstrated like an in-
fomercial during the 
press days at the 
Chicago Auto Show.  

Unlike scratch repair 
kits, this product 
doesn’t require you to 
measure scratch depth 
and pick the proper grit 
sandpaper or rubbing 
compound. As such, it’s 
simple to use. Just 
apply to a microfiber 
cloth and rub for about 
30 seconds. Use another 
microfiber cloth to re-
move reside. Best of all, 
it shouldn’t harm your 
car’s finish — meaning 
you won’t make things 
worse. 

Does it work? Yes. Turtle Wax sent 
me Scratch Renew, so I tried it. I have 
two cars with flawed clearcoats on 
their hoods. On my 1993 VW Corrado, 
I tried removing tree sap and dam-
aged paint. On a 2009 Rabbit, the 
black hood was hazy due to lots swirl-
like flaws. These were caused by used 
car dealers prepping a sun-damaged 
paint job.  

Before I tried the Turtle’s product, I 
sampled a conventional clear-coat safe 
rubbing compound — 3M’s Finesse-it. 

It didn’t make either car’s paint look 
better. Then, I tried Scratch Renew. 
The results were astounding. The 
product turned the hazy black Rabbit’s 
hood into a mirror-like surface. For 
deeper scratches, you apply this prod-

uct multiple times. 
Sometimes, these 
scratches are less obvi-
ous.  

On the Corrado (at 
left), the mister-yuck-is-
green paint also im-
proved. The cross-like 
scratch pattern caused 
by removing sap van-
ished. Best of all, apply-
ing this product didn’t 
make bad paint worse. 
Turtle Wax claims this 
product provides a last-
ing repair, though not 
confirmed. Turtle’s rep 
says this product works 
even if your car has sili-
cone-based wax.  

Some collectors don’t 
want silicone on their 
car’s paint. Silicone-
based waxes make it 

difficult to repaint damaged areas. 
Turtle’s rep did not say whether 
Renew is silicone-free. He focused on 
its polymers. Silicone is a polymer.  

I compared Formula 1’s Scratch Out. 
It handled haze just as well as Renew. 
Turtle’s product seemed to handle 
deeper scratches better, however. A 
seven-ounce bottle of Turtle’s Scratch 
Renew and Repair lists for less than 
$14.  

Try it. You might find youth in a 
bottle. VWCA

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

YOUTHFUL 
LOOKS IN  
A BOTTLE
Smooth move with 

Turtle Wax’s Scratch 

Renew and Repair

BEFORE

AFTER
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By Shell Tomlin *VWClub@aol.com

FUNFEST

T
he 21st annual edition of Mid America Motor-
works’ Funfest was one of the best we’ve ever 
attended. The threat of a rain never material-

ized; instead, warm sunshine bathed the show 
grounds the entire weekend.  

The 50th anniversary of the “Herbie the Love Bug” 
series was celebrated with special attention to the 
dozens of Herbie replicas entered in the show. A spe-
cial elevated display of Herbies was featured in the 
center of the campus. Seminars, featuring such nota-
bles as Bruce Meyers, creator of the Meyers Manx 
dune buggy, were presented all day, and slow speed 
slalom races took place after lunch.  

Of course, the VWCA Traveling Road Show was on 

hand with membership information and exclusive 
club merchandise. 

The biggest activity of the day began with the af-
ternoon road cruise, following a 13-mile route 
through the Effingham, Ill., countryside. We departed 
in groups of 80 vehicles each, and the Mid America 
Motorworks crew saw to it that most of the “busy” 
intersections were monitored by police, allowing our 
group to roll through unencumbered by such trivial 
things as stop signs and traffic lights.  

One obstacle not anticipated was a farmer moving 
a huge piece of equipment through a particularly 
narrow stretch of road with absolutely no shoulders. 
Our apologies — and thanks — to the farmers who 

THINGS COULDN’T  
BE BETTER

Mid America Motorworks puts on a memorable show 
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squeezed over to let us pass. It’s a good 
thing our VWs are not very wide! As 
usual, many of the local residents were 
set up along the route to take pictures 
and cheer us on. 

Once we reached the terminus in the 
Effingham town square, we were 
treated to live music in the pavilion and 
a variety of vendors offering food, 
drinks and even ice cream. The Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau was on hand, 
providing giveaways and information 
about local attractions. And just walking 
around the Square was a VW car show 
in itself. 

On Saturday, even more VW enthusi-
asts poured into the show grounds, and 
the Kids Zone activities were in full 
swing. Even the youngest folks were en-
tertained with tie-dye, bean bag toss, 
water balloons and a Bus for painting by the kids.  

Seminars continued with presentations by Dr. 
Darby Milnor (Midwest Auto Savers) and Darryl 
Auch (Darryl’s Air-Cooled Engines). My Garage Mu-
seum was open as well as the retail store in the Fun 
Dome, where we found a vast variety of unique VW-

related items — 
many we had 
never seen before. 
A number of par-

ticipants arranged for installations, tuneups and 
other services, keeping the Midwest Auto Savers 
crews busy all weekend long. 

On display was a vintage Bus shell, fabricated with 
all new sheet metal, for those who have a good-run-
ning Bus that is just too rusty to save. This is just the 
body shell, sans glass, interior, suspension and run-
ning gear. We heard a variety of price levels from the 
representative at the display, but we did get a contact 

The 50th anniversary of the “Herbie the Love Bug” series brought out dozens of replicas. These six were part of a special display. 

The retail store inside the Fun Dome offered a variety of unique VW-related items.

uPREVIOUS PAGE:  Various serv-
ices and installations for a variety 
of VWs were available to Funfest 
attendees. uTURN TO PAGE 22



 

UTAH 
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200, 
P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

VIRGINIA 
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700, 
P-15 A-15 L-15 AC 
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990, 
P-20 

WASHINGTON 
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230, 
P-25 A-25 L-10 

SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

WEST VIRGINIA 
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS VW, 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-
5451 

WISCONSIN 
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON 
ROAD, 608-241-5201, P-10 A-10 
MILWAUKEE: VW OF MILWAUKEE NORTH, 1400 W. SILVER 
SPRING DR., 414-290-1400 

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 

CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-
2888 
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-
405-2650 
SANTA MONICA: SANTA MONICA AUDI, 1020 SANTA MONICA 
BLVD, 866-982-5667, P-10 L-10 A-10 
WEST COVENA: PENSKE AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY 
AVE. SOUTH, 626-384-3400 

GEORGIA 
MARTINEZ: GERALD JONES VW/AUDI, 4022 WASHINGTON RD., 
706-228-6900 INDIANA 

ILLINOIS 
CHERRY VALLEY: LOU BACHRODT VW, 7070 CHERRYVALE N. 
BLVD., 815-332-3000 
 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them whenever 

possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy you. 

Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership cards. Dis-

counts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means a 15 percent dis-

count on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent discount on labor. AC 

means dealers service air-cooled VWs.  

Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it might 

be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST and VWCA membership card when  

requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB 

VW DEALERS
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AUDI DEALERS



SUPPORT THE DEALERS  
WHO SUPPORT VWCA

INDIANA 
EVANSVILLE: D-PATRICK, 200 N. GREEN RIVER RD., 812-473-
6500 

IOWA 
DAVENPORT: VW OF QUAD CITIES, 3700 HARRISON ST., 563-
386-1511 

MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY: MOLLE VW, 808 W. 103RD STREET, 816-941-9500 

NEW YORK 
YORKVILLE: STEET PONTE IMPORTS, 5046 COMMERCIAL DRIVE, 
315-736-8291, P-15 A-15 L-10 

VIRGINIA 
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700, 
P-15 A-15 L-15 AC 

WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

CANADA 
MARKHAM: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, 905-513-
8820, P-15 A-10 L-15 

ARIZONA 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-

778-9305, P-5 L-5, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 
CALIFORNIA 

FULLERTON: RANCHO PERFORMANCE, 1015 E. ELM AVE., 714-680-
6737, P-10 L-10 AC, PARTS & SERVICE 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AVE., 
805-964-6554, www.topshopautosb.com, INDEPENDENT SERVICE  
FACILITY 
VENTURA: AIRHEAD PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, P-10 
A-10 AC, AIR-COOLED PARTS 
VENTURA: KARMANN GHIA PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-
3724, P-10 A-10 AC, AIR-COOLED PARTS 

CONNECTICUT 
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUS-
TOM DRIVE, 860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, IN-
DEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 

ILLINOIS 
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-
8410, IMPORT PARTS 
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI 
RD., 708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FA-
CILITY 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-
422-9272, IMPORT PARTS  
 

INDIANA 
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-
9783, AC, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 

MICHIGAN 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, www.munks.com, AC 

NEW YORK 
MASSAPEQUA: G T PRECISION IMPORTS, 190A MARGARETTA 
AVE., 516-799-1100, www.gtprecision.com, P-10 L-10 AC, INDE-
PENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 
315-789-2200, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, VW & AUDI CARS, PARTS & 
SERVICE 

OHIO 
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS: VW SERVICE-HEIGHT, 1815 S. TAYLOR RD., 
216-371-5100, AC, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 

WISCONSIN 
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N LYDEL AVE., 800-558-
8955, IMPORT PARTS 
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FUNFEST

phone number: (682) 444-0033. 
Saturday evening festivities in-

cluded the awards ceremony – 
People’s Choice, Best Engine, 
Best Herbie replica, Best Dune 
Buggy – and the announcement 
of the St. Jude’s 50/50 Raffle 
winner and Darryl’s Custom En-
gine giveaway – followed by a 
huge bonfire and open-mic night 
on the stage. There’s something 
for everyone at Funfest. 

Sunday is a “cool-down” day, 
with plenty of VWs still on dis-
play, but fewer organized activi-
ties. As usual, though, the Fun 
Dome was open with huge dis-
counts and crazy prices on much 
of their regular and event-special 
merchandise. We scored some 
real bargains on some tools and 
accessories that more than com-
pensated for the cost of admis-
sion to the event. 

If you’re a Funfest regular, you 
know what we mean. If you’ve 
never been to one, well, it’s just 
not VW summer without a visit 
to Effingham. See you there next 
June! VWCA

uFROM  PAGE 17

ABOVE: Downtown Effingham got into VW the action, too. BELOW: An afternoon road cruise fea-

tured groups of 80 vehicles cruising through Effingham. 

LEFT: A fabricated Bus 

shell for anyone with a 

body too rusty to salvage. 

 

RIGHT: Creative kids ... 

with paintbrush ... and a 

Bus = crazy colors. 
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Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica

With the VWCA’s Friends of Our Club, mem-

bers can save money on parts, 

labor and accessories from 

affiliated Volkswagen deal-

ers and independent shops 

in the United States and 

Canada. Turn to the AUTOIST 

centerspread for more info. 

HE COULD HAVE HAD A 

DISCOUNT
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The Frontdriver
BY RICHARD G. VANTREUREN *rgvant@juno.com

Sorry, Dave, I can’t do that 

D
uring my spring visit to the Computer Science 
Museum in San Jose, Calif., I noted the first “self- 

driving” car from Google that was in stark contrast to 
the automated Touareg that was first to finish the 
DARPA driverless course more than a decade ago. 
The evolution-of-hardware exhibits were a trip down 
memory lane (no pun intended). However, one could 
easily come away from there without getting the im-
pression the software was the hard part — or the 
weak point, if you prefer. 

I was disappointed that the museum did not call 
out our space shuttle orbiter’s computer system. The 
curators did note that the Apollo spacecraft guidance 
computer owed its quick perfection to the system 
built for the early 1960s-era Polaris missile.  

Seemingly easier than building new, the shuttle 
simply took the most advanced computer in military 
use at the time (as the last man walked on the 
moon) — the IBM model employed in the F-
15 Eagle fighter jet. Perhaps that fact did not 
seem a museum-noteworthy important step 
in digital evolution. It was just a hexadeci-

mal (did you see the movie “The Martian?”) 750-
watt air-cooled multi-component system, marvel of 
its day, but quickly obsolete.  

Remember the higher-performance chip-upgrade 
graze, which promised your VW would benefit from 
its engine computer getting more powerful chips? 
During the loss-of-Challenger stand-down, we up-
graded to the B-1 bomber’s improved computers, 
with more power, all in a single mainframe box. The 
selling point was they were backward-compatible 
with display drivers, monochrome monitors, key-
boards, cooling ducts and wiring.  

Original or improved, what if the computer should 
fail? Most aircraft have a backup; shuttle engineering 
was based on some double, but mostly triple redun-
dancy of everything. The exception was the computer 
suite, which actually had five identical general purpose 
computers controllable from three keyboards feeding 
four display drivers and four monochrome monitors.  

Richard VanTreuren aboard space shuttle Columbia in 1998. Google’s Waymo Firefly, an early self-driving prototype. 
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Barely visible in the photo of the shuttle Columbia 

(the day in 1998 of John Glenn’s launch in Discovery, 
hence why I’m not in a “bunny” suit) above my fore-
head is a small rectangular panel. Like a tiny 5-by-5 
checkerboard, it had the singular purpose of visually 
indicating the computers’ health. If one computer did 
not like what another was doing, it would vote 
against it, illuminating a light in the proper column 
and row. (When voting against itself, which we 
would see when powering them down, the com-
puter’s number would light.) Pretty much safe from 
complete failure, don’t you think?  

Hardly: When all are running the same software, 
whatever circumstance found a loophole in the soft-
ware that caused one to crash, all would crash at the 
same time. Even back then, engineers realized put-
ting astronauts’ lives in the hands of code-writing 
geeks would require perfectly written software. And 
that’s impossible, as anyone struggling with Windows 
or iOS today will verify. In light of the Airbus A400M 
cargo plane’s crash linked to bad software, and Boe-
ing’s recent trouble with its 737 Max airliner, center-
piece of which was also software, it may be useful to 
examine what we did on the space shuttle to address 
the problem.  

Given the best minds, all the time they asked for, 
and a healthy budget as well, was, of course, no as-
surance of perfection; so a novel approach was em-
ployed. Two teams of code writers would not 
collaborate or even compare notes; each would write 
what they thought would be perfect flight software 
to manage the most complex machine ever to fly. 
Were either perfect? Possibly not; however, it was 
theoretically impossible for both teams to make the 
exact same mistake. 

Though a button in the flight deck photo on the ro-
tational hand controller near my thumb may not be 
noticeable, it’s red for a reason. No guns to fire or 
bombs to drop; that was actually the software panic 
button. If the shuttle’s computers suddenly started 
going bonkers like our home computers do today, the 
crew could push the red button. The second team’s 
software, always running in the background, would 
take over. Happily, it never happens for real, but we 
know software team No. 2 also did a good job, every 

time someone mistook the red button for the “press 
to talk” switch. 

It’s doubtful any automaker will ever hire two soft-
ware teams and equip each car with such a backup 
scheme. In these pages we’ve already discussed the 
“2001: A Space Odyssey” prediction that showed a 
computer losing its mind after its basic operating 
program conflicted with its mission program. A 
lesser, if similar conflict, would confuse a self-driving 
program. Deciding who was first in a four-way stop 
is bad enough. How about the program that is duty-
bound to stop at a legitimate hexagon stop sign, yet 
whose traction sensors tell it a full stop will cause it 
to slide back down the icy hill with no possibility of 
regaining forward momentum under control? 

Let’s hope the lesson has been learned and that 
every driver-optional car comes with an over-ride 
button. VWCA

<<< “Open the pod bay 
doors, HAL.”  
“I’m sorry, Dave, I’m afraid I can’t do 

that.”  

“What’s the problem?” 

“I think you know what the problem 

is, just as I do.” 

“What are you talking about, 

HAL?” 

“This machine is too important for me 

to allow you to jeopardize it.” 

“I don’t know what you’re talk-

ing about, HAL.” 

“I know that you and Frank were 

planning to disconnect me, and 

I‘m afraid that’s something I can’t 

allow to happen.” 

“Where’d the hell you get that 

idea, HAL?” 

“Although you took very thorough 

precautions against my hearing 

you, I could see your lips move.” 

Scene from “2001: A Space Odyssey”
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Arteon attracts attention   

W
e’ve always said that participation in 
local chapter activities is a huge part 

of “enjoying your VW to the fullest.” It is 
the purpose of this column, therefore, to 
highlight these events and activities, give 
the planners and organizers a little recog-
nition for their efforts and perhaps inspire 
other chapters to try some of the unique 
and fun ways we enjoy our VWs. 

If there is no local chapter in your area 
and you’d like to start one, contact our 
vice president at volkstom@sbcglobal.net, 
or vwclub@aol.com. 

Here’s what some of the locals are up to 
of late:  
 CENTRAL FLORIDA VW CLUB, ORLANDO:   While 
the Central Florida folks’ roots go deep into the clas-
sic air-cooled VWs, the new Arteon model has 
sparked considerable interest. And the hint that VW 
may bring the Tarok compact pickup to the US has 
everyone buzzing. 
 NORTHEAST ILLINOIS VOLKSWAGEN ASSOCIATION, LISLE:  A 
cruise originating from Fox Valley Volkswagen led 
NIVA members to Cantigny Park in Wheaton, Ill. 
After a weekend trip to Ypsilanti, Mich., for the 
Michigan Vintage VW Festival, attention turned to 
the annual Fix-It Day in June. Everyone had a chance 
for some final tuning before heading to Effingham, 
Ill., for the Mid America Motorworks Funfest. 
 STATELINE VOLKS FOLKS, ROCKFORD, ILL.:  The Volks 
Folks gathered with some of the NIVA members for a 
campout in Lowden Park in May. With the car show 
season in full swing, the planning crew is busy work-
ing on Stateline’s premier event, the Vintage Picnic at 
Alpine Park in July. 

Check our website, VWClub.org., for listings of 

these and other future events. You’ll always find the 
latest updates there – and even some events that 
were announced too late to make the AUTOIST publi-
cation schedule. And if your local chapter is planning 
an event, contact us at vwclub@aol.com and we’ll 
post it on our site. We’re waiting to hear from you! 

Finally, this column is in need of a member to com-
pile the activities of our local chapters and send them 
bimonthly to the AUTOIST editor. You’ll find it fun to 
learn about the clever and innovative events devel-
oped by our local chapters and share them with 
other members. If you’re the one, contact VWCA at 
vwclub@aol.com or directly to the AUTOIST editor at 
vwautoist@mindspring.com. We’re waiting to hear 
from you!  VWCA

Local Volks
Activities of VWCA affiliates

Central Florida’s event staff has plenty of help with registrations, merchandise sales 

and new memberships. 

uMEMBERS:  Add value to your VWCA membership by reg-
istering at VWClub.org to take advantage of discounts on 
exclusive Club Store merchandise and to renew your mem-
bership, using either PayPal or your credit card. 
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models or street machines. 
Most were for scenic tours 
winding around tree-lined 
glacier-created lakes. Others 
were assigned to tackle the 
track. 

MAMA’s rally committee did 
a sensational job. Imagine the 
logistics. You must truck in, 
say, Dodge Hellcats and Ford 
Mustangs, like exotic species 
to a zoo or lend to an art mu-
seum. You must care and feed 
them and their handlers too. 
In contrast, I started my 1964 
Beetle and drove 30 or so 
miles. I live in RA’s backyard 
— Milwaukee.  

VW’s Mark Gillies and Jessica Anderson brought 
four cars: the Arteon, a 35th Anniversary Edition 
Jetta GLI, a Jetta GLI and the VW GTI. That’s against 
the crossover grain, but according to Gillies last year, 
more Americans bought sedans (4.2 million) than 
Germans bought passenger vehicles. I drove the Ar-
teon on nearby roads. VW’s GLI/GTI vehicles donned 
windshield “T” stickers. They were track bait. I bit. 

One GLI sported the 
seven-speed DSG and 
the other an “anti-
theft” six-speed man-
ual. The latter is 
featured in a TV spot 
“Theft.” In the ad, the 
GLI driver says he 
doesn’t lock the doors 
because it’s a manual. 
VW says it’s for self-
drivers.  

Gillies practices 
what he preaches; 
he’s a track master. 
MAMA’s rally lets 

manufacturer reps try RA, during an afternoon ses-
sion. Now you know why carmakers cannot resist 
this event. 

Every rally has a weather story. This time, the late-
May morning session was cool, damp and foggy. 
Summer-tire hotshots, such as the potent Dodge 
Hellcats and the Mustang Cobra GT, were sidelined 
due to their propensity to dance waywardly on less 
than ideal track conditions. Darn it. Professional 
drivers ride shotgun in these muscular cars. You can 
learn a lot from a pro. I wanted a fast-car lesson.  

DRIVER’S SEAT
uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-

utor since 1993, has upgraded his 

wheels since getting his first car in 

the early ’60s. 

One GLI at the MAMA event sported a seven-speed DSG and the other a six-speed manual (note the 

“anti-theft” pedals below). 
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Happily, BMW 

and Mercedes of-
fered less timid hot 
wheels. After tak-
ing the GLI for a 
spin, I headed to-
ward the biturbo 
503-hp V-8 Merc 
AMG C 63 S. 
Matthew Johnson 
let me take the 
reins. Merc’s fiddly 
steering column-
mounted shift lever 
is a silly affecta-
tion. Matt showed 
me how to select 
drive, reverse and 
park. Plus, he 
demonstrated the engine’s sound system — a button 
lets it roar. I chose a quiet and then I polished RA. 
Braking, acceleration and turning were solid as a hot 
rod’s billet connecting rod.  

Later, I scored a lap in the BMW M2 Competition. 
Brad, its instructor, wanted me to squeeze the brakes 
early before I entered turn two. That’s sensible. 
Brake performance is important. Hot brakes fade. 
This BMW’s binders clamped effectively. Neverthe-
less, the “slow” test revised my entry and exit strate-
gies. Turn two, therefore, wasn’t thrilling. Brad 
countered this by asking me to place the BMW like 
an AMF bowling ball headed toward pins or turn 
three. I exited turn two’s left side and then let the ve-
hicle move toward the track’s center. From there, you 
get an excellent view of the elevation drop to turn 
three’s entrance, its apex and exit. If one stays track 
left, you cannot immediately see through and to the 
next turn.  

Did I mention that Road America is a paved motor-
ing gem? Drivers are like lapidarists, forming vehicu-
lar lines on it for maximum decorative effect. You 
weave through woodlands, climb hills and descend 
them too. Corners vary from very tight to slight; 
pavement camber changes, too. Some turns are 
blind. You cannot see them due to elevation changes. 

You must know what’s ahead.  
Turn five, for example, is tight. It requires full at-

tention, braking before it, keeping the tires on the 
road as you head toward its apex. You let the car 
come out to the right using every millimeter of 
smooth road inside of the nearby rumble strip. Hit 
that strip and you’ll have a crummy ride. Formula V 
racers often spin out in this turn. A nearby riser pro-
vides seating for those watching this strategic spot.  

You exit turn five headed uphill toward a blind left 
turn. I know it’s there and brake as I go under the 
Corvette bridge. That move lets me safely execute 
turn six. Ahead, there’s a chicane-like set of turns. 
FUN! Tap the brakes at one twisty spot, and you’ll get 
additional front tire bite. This aligns cars for a pin-
ball arcade-like romp downhill through the bends. 
Ching, ching! 

The BMW slowed steadily, as if it had air-condi-
tioned brake rotors. VW’s cars, in contrast, get squir-
rely under heavy braking. That’s expected. Hyundai’s 
manual transmission front-drive, 275-hp Veloster N 
with performance package has good brakes too. 
Hyundai says they’re better than the VW’s. Under-
neath the N’s Scirocco-like shape, there’s an enticing 
road-ripping tool. It’s also an engine-snorting adoles-
cent. I won’t rate it better than other front-drive» 

The GLI offers multiple driving options. 
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funsters, just different.  

In contrast, Hyundai’s N Line denotes Eu-
ropean-style performance upgrades. Its 
Elantra N Line (sold as the i30 in Germany) 
apes VW’s GTI. At Hyundai, the N tag with-
out “Line” indicates enhanced performance, 
like VW’s Golf R. VW’s R-Line, however, is 
mostly a sporty trim pack. So, Hyundai N 
without “Line” is one hot mama, just like 
VW’s R without the Line. Got it? 

The manual transmission GLI, which 
Gillies dubbed the GTI of sports sedans, had 
an agreeable light touch — my elbow 
banged into its center armrest, though. In 
contrast, VW’s GTI with its shorter, ad-
justable armrest had better ergonomics. It’s 
also better trimmed than the GLI. The deal, accord-
ing to second-day VW-sponsored breakfast is value. 
Gillies claimed the new GLI, which uses the GTI’s 
EA888 mill, has 18 more ponies and 51 lb.-ft. of 
torque than last year’s GLI. Additional suspension 
tricks, bigger brakes and more standard equipment 

increase value. You save $1,850, said Gillies, when 
you compare the 2018 and 2019 Autobahn trims. 
GLI pricing starts at $26,990.  

 
Arteon: Pleasant and balanced  

I took the Arteon for a scenic excursion. A group of 
young cyclists eyed 
VW’s stylish ride, 
while I snapped pic-
tures of VW’s new 
fastback. Whether 
they were dazed by 
the car’s “flitzer” a 
bright side badge 
where the front door 
meets the fender, 
wasn’t certain. I 
picked the Arteon’s 
sport-driving mode. 
Wending around 
nearby Crystal Lake, 
it’s a pleasant, well-
balanced road-carv-
ing Henckels knife. 

Later, I chose “nor-
mal” as the car 
thumped too much Cyclists get an unexpected up-close view of VW’s new Arteon. 

Arteon’s climate control interface. 
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on Highway 23. Engine grittiness is 
part of the $42,790 SEL with 4Mo-
tion’s experience. The two-wheel-
drive SE lists for $36,840. VW 
claims 4Motion fuel economy is 20 
mpg city, 27 highway and 23 com-
bined. Front-drive Arteons get 22 
city, 31 highway and 25 combined. 
A cooperative eight-speed automatic 
transmission is standard. 

Arteons are well equipped with 
adaptive chassis, a differential lock, 
18-inch alloy wheels, adaptive front 
cornering LED lighting (“picks up 
roadside critters,” said Gillies) 
leather seating, adaptive cruise con-
trol with start/stop. Due to a five-
inch wheelbase stretch, vs. VW’s old 
CC, rear legroom is much improved. 
Trunk capacity via the rear hatch is 
impressive too: 27.2 cubic feet, ex-
panding to 55. My car’s interior fea-
tured warm wood-tone inlays. For 
safety’s sake the hood is reactive — 
it raises to reduce pedestrian injury. 

I didn’t try it. 
After the Arteon spin, the race-

track’s siren call led me toward vehi-
cles with T’s on their windshields. I, 
also, developed a serious case of hel-
met hair. My mashed mane looked 
dreadful, my driving style, in con-
trast, earned kudos. Driving pros, for 
example, praised my smoothness. 
One recalled my track performance 
at Gingerman last year. He claimed I 
drove the slowest vehicle yet passed 
two pros. I thanked him for the kind 
words and then complimented my 
former instructor. His lap-memory 
exercise helped me up my game.  

RA, I must admit, is my bailiwick; 
my first track experience. Twelve 
years ago, RA’s officials gave me 
stern warnings about my poor track 
etiquette in an Audi A3. This led me 
to hop into a Dodge Viper with 
track-pro named Duck. He whipped 
me into track mode by teaching me 
where to look and how to use all» 

Arteon’s sharply sloped rear doesn’t provide optimal visibility. 
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of the track, entering turns far to the outside near 
their rumble strips. From these spots, I could see 
through the apexes toward exit rumble strips. One 
connects the rumble-strips like dots knowing when to 
brake, steer, release brakes, squeeze the throttle and 
let the car track out.  

One year, I piloted a Porsche Carrera through the 
carrousel — a banked arc that sets up more thrills 
than a state fair’s midway. You let the vehicle drift a 
bit as you gently dive downward toward the right-
side apex’s rumble strip. From there, you let the car 
pull itself upward toward the left exit, which sets up 
your entrance to the upcoming kink. It beats a Tilt-a-
Whirl. 

Some turns require you to remember which way 
the track bends; you cannot see all the way through 
some corners. Yet, you must place the vehicle in the 
right spot. MAMA added cones as driving aids. Some 
were alongside the track indicating where newcom-
ers should point the car. Others were on the track in-
troducing chicanes in otherwise straight Moraine 
Sweep and Kettle Bottoms. The goal was moderating 
vehicle speed. Yet, I did see 130 mph on the GTI’s 
speedo. This didn’t seem too quick because the GTI 
hugs the road, like a Dyson vac on steroids.  

I worked my way through several vehicles. The 
Mazda Miata was the most intimate. It feels right 
and has good sight lines. Mazda’s 3 wasn’t as fleet 
but was behaved well. A Dodge Challenger, in con-
trast, isolates you in a high-powered tank. One must 
wend their way through its drive-mode menu’s 
touchscreen in order to get the best combo of throttle 
and steering response. In contrast, the Lexus RC-F’s 
sport-plus setting introduced aggressive engine 
downshift braking — too assertive. Nissan’s Z car 
was rowdy but easier to control. 

 
Second day options 

Off-roading was like soft roading this year. For 
more than a decade, Land Rover sponsored this 
muddy romp. This year we traversed a different 
course. It didn’t require spotters in order to keep you 
from smashing into rocks and trees. I tried the Chevy 

Bison, Ford Ranger, Subaru Forester and Jeep Gladia-
tor. While many motoring scribes compared the 
diesel Bison to the new Ranger, I found the Forester 
— which didn’t have a power dome hood — much 
easier to maneuver. Subaru’s Jessica Tullman ex-
plained the new platform’s features. Subie still offers 
large knobs rather than testy touchscreens.  

Some journalists went autocrossing, I chose street 
tours in Family Vehicle of the Year nominees. For lux-
ury, the Mercedes CLS 53 with its hugging seats 
proved compelling. Kia’s new Telluride’s overall re-
finement impressed me. I also tried the Corolla hy-
brid and the Kia Soul.  

Kia’s new Soul is a front-drive hatchback with 
crossover-like ride height. It’s a popular vehicle, an 
escape from the radius, a template for what VW 
should do with its Golf. One wonders whether VW 
missed the boat on this market segment. Something 
like the European Golf Plus with additional ground 
clearance might lure compact crossover shoppers. 
Toyota improved the Corolla. It feels less like an avo-
cado-green driving appliance and more like a car. 
Yet, I think the Prius is a better package.  

After two days of 21st-century motoring, I 
headed home in a midcentury modern Beetle. Be-
fore I did, I answered the usual question about my 
Bahama-blue car: what year is it? Exiting from RA 
onto Highway 67 instantly put me in the slow lane. 
I needed every millimeter of pavement in order to 
get the 40-hp Small Wonder up to 60 mph. Things 
change.  

 
Beetle starting tutorial 

My 1964 Beetle has its original six-volt electrical 
system. Recently, I’ve found it difficult to restart. The 
engine often cranks but doesn’t fire. Whenever I’ve 
tried troubleshooting it with the ignition on, I deter-
mined I had spark and fuel. Yet, like Sal the stubborn 
mule, it wouldn’t start.  

I installed a new ignition switch. Amazing. The old 
ignition switch’s electrical connections were worn 
and tarnished. This weakened spark even though the 
starter’s connection was adequate. VWCA 
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That’s a start. 
Mom introduced an interesting 

problem: a jigsaw puzzle featur-
ing a German castle my brother, 
Mark, toured. Mom, whose 
glasses were trashed in the crash, 
found puzzle-solving difficult — 
although she finished most of the 
edge work. I went for the castle’s 
fascinating architectural tropes. It 
combined Roman, Italianate and 
Baroque motifs. I sorted pieces 
placing arches, windows and cor-
beling according to their styles — 
a good thing because their colors 
sometimes looked similar. 

Several days later, I said good-
bye. I started the 1983 Scirocco 
and drove 12 peaceful hours to 
Milwaukee. This is my 31st 
spring fling in this sports coupe. I 
respect the Scirocco’s mechanical 
longevity. No other car has given 
me this much motoring mileage 
without major mechanical repairs. Yes, the auto went 
through a teething period. Fuel injection, transmis-
sion and engine seals failed too early. The sculpted 
dashboard cracked. VW’s official replacement parts 
often solved problems. Sometimes VW’s new pieces 
didn’t fit correctly or died young. I understand your 

pain! If you’re an aggressive driver, you’ll discover 
more  
driveline woes. Some pieces aren’t robust. For me, 
this thing keeps on rolling. It’s my four-wheeled 
sanctuary.  

On two wheels, it’s the Holdsworth. VWCA

SCIROCCO
uFROM  PAGE 11

VWClub.org
Add value to your VWCA membership by registering at VWClub.org to 
take advantage of discounts on exclusive Club Store merchandise and 
to renew your membership, using either PayPal or your credit card.

Greater than the sum of its parts 
You might say the Holdsworth bicycle, 

which I took with me to Arizona where I 
bought my long-term 1983 Scirocco in 
1988, are long-distance touring ma-
chines. The Holdsworth is an interna-
tional collection of bike components 
that add up to cycling fun.   

The bike frame reminds one of the day 
when coach builders produced special 
car bodies for those who could afford 
fine machines. One orders the frame, 
and then you or your bike shop installs 
components from various vendors. Yes, I 
laced the wheels and built the wheels 
from scratch — installing spokes, etc.   

The customer can inspect the frame 
set’s inner beauty before the parts are 
installed. I don’t recall what the Holdsworth Special cost, but in its 
day a frame would go for $600 to $1,200 retail. My Holdsworth Spe-
cial represented the swan song for the British firm, as it folded a few 
years after it built my frame. 

Like the Scirocco, my bike is a period piece. — Cliff Leppke



ARIZONA: Jenifer Jobe, Phoenix 

CALIFORNIA: Rob Salas, Stockton 

FLORIDA: Shawn Meagher, Hollywood; Jeff Stein, Oviedo 

ILLINOIS: Ron Meyer, Belleville; Thomas Cortez, Gurnee; An-

thony McCormick, Jacksonville;  Rob Neff, Lake Zurich; Chris 

Palmer, Northbrook; Kevin, Anderson, Woodstock 

MINNESOTA: William A. Johnson, Roseville 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Michael Frank, Spofford 

PENNSYLVANIA: Richard Lee, Gardners 

VIRGINIA: Thomas Allen, Scottsburg 

WISCONSIN: Charlene Juoni, Fond du Lac; Rob Johnson, 

Kenosha; John Brennan, Orfordville

RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 

FOR SALE: 1963 Volkswagen 
Karmann Ghia, Mint with 
Mint Interior, fully restored. 
$35,000. Call 561-498-5600 
or 561-436-3131 (FL),  
europeanautobodyinc.com. 
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW 
Factory Shop Manuals: 
$29.95-$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different 
publishers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual 
$37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 
721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277. 
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 
1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 
3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and 
Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-
2149 (CA). 
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen and Audi parts. John’s Car 
Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180 or email 
johnsccorner@gmail.com. 
WANTED: For 1983 Rabbit GTI: (1) Both upper door panels in red, 
with hole for door lock button. (2) Rear deck hardware for Kamei 
rear spoiler — assume some glue is required. (3) Mounting hard-
ware for front spoiler — or information regarding source for this 
hardware. Email patoin@aol.com (preferred) or phone 812-332-
4089 (IN). 

JOHN’S CAR CORNER

Over 40 years worth of hard-to-find VW parts at great  
savings for both water- and air-cooled vehicles. Questions,  

advice on your VW (any year or model) FREE!  
John’s Car Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158,  
(802) 722-3180. Email: johnsccorner@gmail.com

Classified Ads New Members
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uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by email to 
VWClub@aol.com.

uLETTER-WRITERS:  We know, who sends letters — or even 
email — any more? But for members with an urge to share 
any pertinent automotive thoughts, we’re happy to print 
yours here. Send via email to VWAutoist@mindspring.com 
or the other old-fashioned way: 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis 
MO 63122.



Parting Shot
Revving up for summer 

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 

allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Check in with 

Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or send an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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With the summer enthusiast season upon us, Volkswagen unveiled its enthusiast concept vehicle fleet for 2019 at SOWO: The European Experience 

on Hutchinson Island, Savannah, Ga. Based on seven models from the brand lineup, these specially prepared concepts sport performance add-ons 

and visual enhancements, and will travel to various events around the country. The models are Golf Alltrack Combi Concept; Golf GTI Rabbit Confetti 

Concept; Jetta GLI Super Touring Concept; Arteon R-Line SEMA Concept; Tiguan Adventure Concept; Atlas Basecamp Concept; and Golf R Spektrum 

Concept.
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