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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

Where has my VW gone? 

V
W’s wobbly 2020, the year for its new corporate 
identity, makes a “Thin Man” movie whodunit 

seem simple. That movie franchise reveled in convo-
luted plots reaching their denouements after packing 
the usual suspects into a room. It worked for Holly-
wood, as witty dialogue and the charms of tipsy 
William Powell, snarky Myrna Loy and barking Asta 
(yep, a dog) were wonderful.  

The people-car company’s situation, however, 
needs more smarts and grits than any of 
Dashiell Hammett’s hard-boiled 
detectives. For instance, the 
diesel scandal fallout con-
tinues as a U.S. court rul-
ing opens the way for 
local governments 
(counties in Florida and 
Utah, specifically) to 
pursue the carmaker 
for cheating.   

VW of America had 
great plans for 2020: 
regaining relevance 
and turning a profit. It ditched the Beetle and Golf 
wagon models, focusing on sales of well-equipped 
crossovers: Tiguan, Atlas, and Cross Sport (pictured). 
Plus, it planned introductions of an electric 
crossover-like vehicle and yet another crossover 
meant to fit a slot below the Tiguan. VW’s 2020 
model-year script hasn’t played out well. The coron-
avirus pandemic changed the game. Now, VW burns 
cash to keep its American dealers afloat and put you 
into its new autos. The expected lush seller’s market 
for new vehicles vanished after millions of Americans 
lost jobs or no longer drove cars to work. How this 
will pan out isn’t certain. We haven’t seen anything 

quite like it. 
There’s turmoil at VW in Europe and the U.S. The 

brand known for its enduring Beetle churns through 
executive talent faster than Cadillac altered its 1950s 
tailfins. The VW Group bumped CEO Herbert Diess 
out of the driver’s seat due to internal disputes. Ralf 
Brandstaetter, a VW insider, takes his place. Diess 
supposedly rubbed key stakeholders the wrong way. 
He claimed VW’s supervisory board members com-

mitted crimes by leaking confiden-
tial discussions — info that 

could cause problems with it 
and U.S. authorities moni-
toring its compliance with 
governmental oversight, 
which is part of its settle-

ment from the 2015 diesel-
emissions scandal.  

Board members, in turn, 
were unhappy with Diess’ 
comments. He later apol-
ogized. Plus, they’re fum-
ing over productions 
problems (especially soft-

ware bugs) plaguing the eighth-generation Golf and 
its I.D. electric vehicle. So, they removed Diess from 
direct control of its flagship VW brand. Instead, Diess 
will concentrate on strategy for the group, which in-
cludes Audi, Skoda and Porsche. Brandstaetter, 
meanwhile, steers VW. Diess, who came from BMW, 
replaced Matthias Mueller as group CEO in 2018. 

Stateside, VW’s chief marketing officer, Saad 
Chehab, didn’t last but nine months. Gone is the guy 
behind the Baja experience sandbox in Chicago and 
perhaps some of the let’s-get-cute by aping old VW 
ads with new ones. He’s an industry hotshot who 

uTURN TO PAGE 27
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Small Talk
VW + Audi at a glance

EV NEWS 
 ID.3 ROLLOUT:   Customers in Eu-
rope who ordered the Golf-like 
ID.3 can expect to see their cars in 
mid-September. VW’s first all-elec-
tric models are rolling out a year 
after their premiere at Germany’s 
International Motor Show.  
 EV INCENTIVES:   Germany is join-
ing France in using a multi-billion-
euro recovery plan to encourage 
consumers to buy cleaner cars. In-
centives include doubling electric 
car subsidies and boosting taxes 
on higher-polluting SUVs.  
 MORE EFFICIENT EV:   Audi has 
formed a new business unit called 
Artemis aimed at bringing highly 
automated driving systems and 
other tech to the EV market faster. 
The unit seeks to design and pro-
duce what Audi calls a “highly ef-
ficient electric car” by 2024.  

 BATTERY LIFE:   An executive in the 
battery cell business unit at Volk-
swagen Group Components says 
the company is guaranteeing a 
minimum battery capacity of 70 
percent over eight years or the 
equivalent of 100,000 miles. 
Frank Blome told Electric Cars Re-
port that normal charging is gen-
tler than quick charging. And: 
charging the battery to only 80 
percent instead of 100 percent, 
can increase its service life, in 
most everyday situations quite suf-
ficient.  
 AUDI IS ALL-IN:   Audi says it’s aim-
ing to have 30 electrified models 
on sale globally by 2025, with 20 
of those vehicles fully electric.  

 AIRBAGS:  VW announced a three-
phase recall over the next four 

NEW & IMPROVED

RECALLS
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  2021 ARTEON:   VW intro-
duced its 2021 Arteon in 
June in what it describes 
as “marrying the sleek 
design of a premium 
coupe to the space of a 
midsize sedan.” Updates 
include sharpened de-
sign elements, interior refinements and intelligent comfort systems. In 
addition to a sleeker exterior, Arteon is getting a redesigned cockpit, in-
cluding the reworking of the entire dash panel. Fabrics and leather have 
also been updated. 

years involving 370,000 vehicles 
with faulty Takata airbags. The re-
call will cover the 2012 to 2019 
VW Beetle and Beetle Convertible 
and the 2011 to 2014 Passat. The 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration said the risk of 
Takata units not working properly 
in those vehicles was higher years 
after the cars were built. 

 TRUCK DEAL:  Volkswagen and Ford 
clarified their level of collabora-
tion by announcing that they will 
produce up to 8 million commer-
cial vehicles starting in 2022. VW 
will build a small commercial van 
and a midsize pickup based on the 
Ford Ranger; and Ford will make a 
midsize cargo van. All will be 
available in both badges.  
 CHINA INVESTMENTS:   VW plans to 
invest the equivalent of $2.2 bil-
lion in two EV industry companies 
in China plus an additional $1.2 
billion in a Chinese battery sup-
plier. China accounts for 40% of 
VW’s worldwide sales.  

 MILLION MILESTONE:   VW’s 9-year-
old Chattanooga plant hit the 1 
millionth vehicle milestone in 
early June when a 2020 Passat 
rolled off its line, an Aurora Red 
Metallic R-Line model. 

MILESTONES

MONEY MATTERS



Retro Autoist
From the VWCA archives 
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 JULY/AUGUST 2010:  Follow-
ing hard on the heels of 
VW’s fully electric Mi-
lano Taxi design study, 
the company has un-
veiled the Berlin-Taxi 
concept car. Based on 
the same body shell as the Milano Taxi revealed in April, 
this latest study with its 85 kW electric motor was cre-
ated as a second city vehicle tailored to the needs of taxi 
drivers and their passengers.  
 JULY/AUGUST 2010:  VW has unveiled the Golf blue-e-mo-
tion and has outlined its future for electric and hybrid 
production vehicles. Following on from the Touareg Hy-
brid, which goes on sale this summer, in 2012 a hybrid 
Jetta will be launched before hybrid versions of the Golf 
and Passat join the range in 2013.   

 JULY/AUGUST 2000:  Volkswagen of America has an-
nounced that Barenaked Ladies will be the featured per-
formers at its DriversFest2000 on July 23 at Arrowhead 
Pond in Anaheim, Calif. DriversFest is an annual event 
that brings together VW owners from around the na-
tions and celebrates the spirit and fun of the brand. It 
features hands-on driving events, sporting activities, live 
rock music and more.       

 JULY/AUGUST 1990:  VW is looking 
for ways to improve sales of 
its new family 
sedan, the Passat. 
Autoweek reports 
that Passat’s 
model mix seems to 

fall short of dealers’ expectations, specifically the lack of 
five-speed transmissions, alloy wheels and sunroofs. 
The equipment is available, but dealers say they aren’t 
getting enough cars with those features.   

 JULY/AUGUST 1980:  Toni Schmuecker, chairman of 
Volkswagen AG, reiterated that if West Germany, Eu-

rope’s last bastion of no speed limit highways, estab-
lishes a highway speed limit, the high quality of 
German-built automobiles and their technological 
achievements would suffer, thus reducing the desirabil-
ity of “Made in Germany” automobiles on the interna-
tional market.  
 JULY/AUGUST 1980:  Word from Wolfsburg is that the re-
cently acquired VW manufacturing plant in Sterling 
Heights, Mich., a suburb of Detroit, might manufacture 
some other models than the Rabbit. (Postscript: The site 
was intended to be a second North American manufactur-
ing plant but was sold back to Chrysler in 1983.)  

 SEPTEMBER 1970:  Production of the AUTOIST continues 
to be plagued by many small, non-recurring problems, 
which elude anticipation and must be solved as they 
come up from day to day. Generally, the new format has 
been favorably accepted by the membership, and the 
editors have had excellent response from this body in 
the way of materials.  

 AUGUST 1960:  In a brief ceremony at Andrews Air 
Force Base, U.S. Volkswagen dealers presented 
the American Red Cross with a VW panel truck 
to aid earthquake relief in Chile. The idea for the 

VW mercy mission originated with John Fergus of 
Midwestern VW Corp. in Columbus, Ohio.

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

T
he Coen brothers craft thrilling, suspenseful, in-
telligent movies. From “Blood Simple” to “No 
Country for Old Men,” the brothers poach 

Hitchcock-like tropes with wry cinematic twists. In 
fact, the Coen brothers’ villain in “Blood Simple” (M. 
Emmet Walsh) drives a 1967 Beetle, an unexpectedly 
playful car for this double-crossing wicked man.  

VW’s New World Passat isn’t a Coen-style thriller. 
Despite its refresh for 2020, it doesn’t breathe new 
life into the mainstream sedan genre. VW originally 
designed this sedan with a simple mission: make it as 
American as apple strudel. Now, it rolls into this cen-

tury’s second decade with the same PQ46 platform as 
the 2012 model. It differs from the current German 
version, which underpins the smart but slow-selling 
Arteon.   

Despite its now suitable for carbon-dating struc-
ture, the concept of the American Passat still makes 
sense. It’s spacious — oodles of rear-seat legroom — 
and includes contemporary safety gear. There’s some 
stowage alongside the under-the-floor spare tire. 
This, as with many other parts of our Passat, isn’t 
nicely trimmed.  

And that’s the overall American Passat story. It’s 

2020 PASSAT

NEW COUNTRY FOR AN OLD CAR?
American model makes sense ... but with an asterisk
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got a smorgasbord of features, but it’s 
not a tasty dish. During the Euro Passat’s 
American glory days, the car offered 
Audi-like luxury at a mainstream price. 
Check out Hyundai’s 2020 Sonata Lim-
ited. You’ll find all the Audi goodies 
there. And it’s built in the USA with 
American-sourced parts. In contrast, 
VW’s “car country,” from Tennessee, is 
more Wal-Mart-like rollback than for-
ward Teutonic livery. 

It’s got warts, too. Assembly gaffs in-
clude wayward C pillar trim, a skewed 
steering column cover and an un-
hemmed rear-edge headliner. Body 
sealant near the trunk looks like some-
thing from a kindergarten art show — after they for-
got the Ritalin. The chassis, however, has good 
bones: struts up front and an independent rear sus-
pension. 

Despite its flaws, the 2020 Passat has virtues. 
Under the hood, an agreeable 2.0-liter 174-hp tur-
bocharged four-cylinder mill provides modest 
oomph. It’s tweaked for fuel efficiency rather than 
jet-like propulsion. Torque is up a bit to 206 lb.-ft., 
which wrenches a six-speed automatic transmission. 
The latter has a new torque converter. These updates 
produce adequate thrust at low engine revs. There’s 
some grittiness at lower speeds, throttle tip-in re-
quires a light foot, and the engine occasionally 
thrums. Happily, it’s not a thrum major.  

It’s got moxie, enough to motor on Milwaukee’s in-
terstate with its valleys and high-rise bridges without 
annoying gear shuffling. In fact, this power plant is 
somnambulant, turns a sub-2,000 rpm at 70 mph. 
And the Passat relieves gas pains. I averaged a thrifty 
33 mpg. The EPA figures are 23 mpg city, 34 highway 
and 27 combined. 

Our Passat isn’t an autobahn burner. Yet, it cruises 
effortlessly. Ride quality is a mix: the good, bad and 
homely. The Giti tires — a Singapore firm makes 
them in the States — clop a lot and at 70 mph on 
lumpy Wisconsin interstates. This unsettles an other-
wise tranquil cabin. Body motions seem under-
damped — like an inflatable bounce house. 

Thus, you’d expect the Passat to keel over on its 
door handles when things get twisty. You’d be wrong. 
Steering is light, accurate, centers well and has some 
road sense. Effort doesn’t build as much as I’d like 
when cornering. Yet, its behavior on my asphalt 
backroad romp smothered it — both in ride comfort 
and vehicle control. It even absorbed multiple rail-
road tracks without loco commotion. The frisky car 
rotates nicely. I didn’t notice the tail wag Consumer 
Reports found. But it needs a firmer brake pedal. Be-
tween you and the hydraulic binders, you’ll find 
marshmallows. 

VW loaded my SEL tester with au courant driver 
assists and a self-parking system. Radar-type cruise 
control, for example, manages vehicle-to-vehicle dis-
tance. It’s tied to a forward collision abatement sys-
tem with autonomous braking. The instrument 
cluster’s info screen flashes a bright graphic when it 
targets a too-close vehicle ahead. This graphic with 
distance lines presents a Golf-like vehicle’s rear for 
gauging the gap ahead. Another setting lets you view 
both forward and side assist monitoring. While use-
ful, the monochrome graphics lack contrast.  

There’s more. This Passat has lane-keep assist, 
parking assist, park-distance control, rear traffic 
alert, blind spot monitoring and automatic high 
beams. All said, it’s a complete package with auto-
mated parking. Adaptive and effective LED head-
lights lead the way. Lake Michigan fog, however, » 

VW continues to resist SUV headwinds to market its reduced stable of sedans. 
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PASSAT
fooled the front sensor. Water 
droplets on the VW badge caused 
the cruise control system to quit.  

You can cancel the lane-keeping 
function. And you will; it gets 
flummoxed when you travel over 
perpendicular stripes, say, when 
merging southbound through a 
northbound divided highway. The 
process is awkward: one, press the 
steering wheel’s right toggle 
switch to select the correct info 
screen menu; two, press OK. 
There’s a green icon that informs 
you when the system is ready. In-
strument brightness is simple to 
adjust.  

Inside, the Passat’s slim pillars 
and generous side windows aid 
sightlines. Both front seats support equal rights. Each 
forward sport comfort seat has eight-way power con-
trols — a pleasure. And these leather-clad thrones 
supply tall-person thigh support. The left front seat 
doesn’t fully recline, however. The new soft-material 
rectangular-fascia dashboard has film noir-inspired 
vent slats. They extend from the instrument binnacle 
to the right door. A skimpy 6.3-inch infotainment 
screen with small volume and tuning knobs resides 
under these vents — not great for old eyes. The 
Fender sound system stages music well but there’s no 
CD player; the subwoofer cuts trunk height. VW of-
fers one front USB port and a 12-volt socket — each 
lit by an overhead lamp. The rear has face vents and 
two USB charging ports. And surprise, both front seat 
backs have pockets. 

The decor casts the star parts above, unimpressive 
bits below. Some items are neatly stitched with con-
trasting threads too. While soft-touch upper pieces 
seem fine, elsewhere mediocre grained hard plastics 
and faux wood panels rule. A matte gray panel sur-
rounds the illuminated shift lever quadrant. Many 
cubbies aren’t lined. The dashboard’s under side is 
tidy. Automatic climate control and heated seats 

(front and rear) coped with a Lake 
Michigan pneumonic front — a sud-
den drop in temperature from 70 to 
42 in two hours. And the wipers au-
tomatically adjust to rain intensity.  

Outside, the Passat’s wrapper 
sports new wrinkles. Its Jetta-like 
rhinoplasty looks nothing like a Ger-
man VW with their slit-like grilles 
punctuated by roundel badges. VW 
says the Passat has fastback styling. 
Dream on. This effect is not due to a 
sleeker roofline. Instead, VW re-
shaped the small windows aft the 
rear doors — no more kinks. Inside, 
the old kink-window frames are still 
there — penny pinching. Regard-
less, the look is racier. The flanks 
don what VW calls tornado lines. 

These strake-like sculptures have clearly defined 
upper and lower indentations similar to the Arteon’s. 
They also echo the Honda Accord. Another Accord-
like embellishment is the thick chrome bar atop the 
grille.  

Deception rules. Inlets for front brake cooling pass 
no air. And the aft bumper’s chrome tipped exhaust 
outlets don’t let. Farther up, you’ll notice VW’s hand-
some new deck-lid treatment. It spells out P A S S A T 
between the LED tail lamps. 

Other gadgets include stainless steel pedal garnish-
ing, hands-free easy-open trunk, keyless entry and 
pushbutton start. Footwell lighting is tasteful. 

Unlike last year’s Passat, a shorter four-
year/50,000-mile bumper-to-bumper warranty is of-
fered. It adds two years/20,000 scheduled 
maintenance, though. VW’s test inner tube called the 
People First Warranty didn’t last long. VW should 
have kept it and added paid maintenance. 

VW asks $32,015 for the 2020 Passat SEL. I’d say 
the price and the car’s accommodating interior isn’t 
enough. If it were a mashup of Coen brothers’ titles, 
you might call the Passat the old car for a country 
that isn’t there. VWCA

TOP: An unsightly exposed trunk hinge. 
ABOVE: A new sharper angled window ex-
poses the older inner framing. 
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W
hat happened to the annual membership meet-
ing? 

It was a good plan at the time. Following the sug-
gestions and recommendations made at the annual 
membership meeting and trustees meeting in 2019, 
an effort was launched to realign the dates of 
these two events. 

With our fiscal year ending on March 
31, an early spring trustees meeting 
found the officers rushing to compile 
their reports, often with incomplete data 
available. This required additional effort 
to update and finalize them for the gen-
eral membership meeting. It was deter-
mined that a more sensible approach would 
be to prepare the final reports for the general 
membership meeting, with a target date of mid-June. 
The “spring” trustees meeting would be moved to the 
fall, approximately mid-to-late November. This would 
allow for near semi-annual contact to discuss issues 
of importance, rather than simply updating and 
amending the reports of the meeting held just a 
month or two previously. 

However, as is the case with many (of our) 
other events and activities this year, we have been 
unable to secure a venue for our general member-
ship meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic. It 
may be possible to do so in the now-uncertain fu-

ture, but notifying the membership in a 
timely manner would not be possible; the 

bimonthly AUTOIST is the only contact 
point for many of our members. 

With that in mind, the general mem-
bership meeting for 2020 has been can-
celed. The “spring” trustees meeting, 
now rescheduled for November 2020, 

will be held safely by teleconference, as in 
the past. A notification of the exact date and 

other details will be distributed when this infor-
mation becomes available. 

Thanks for your patience as we work through this 
difficult time. Fortunately, our member-volunteers 
are able to “work from home” to minimize the im-
pact of the COVID-19 pandemic on our operations. 

Meanwhile, stay home (if you can) and stay 
safe. VWCA

Annual membership meeting a victim of pandemic    

A
s I was driving my 2010 New Beetle convertible, 
the realization occurred that I have been driving 

New Beetles since the year 2000, and I still get a thrill 
each time I slide behind the wheel.  

Having owned a classic Beetle back in the day, when 
the modern New Beetle was introduced in 1995 as a 
concept car, I knew that I had to have one. The 
thought that Beetles would again be produced brought 
excitement to all Beetle lovers. So what if they were 
water-cooled, front-wheel drivers. They looked like the 
original Beetle and had the character of one. They » 

By Steve Midlock *SMidlock@stfrancis.edu

CAN HISTORY REPEAT?
Final editions aren’t always final
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BEETLE
represented a rebirth of the Beetle. This meant that 
the final Beetle sedans of 1977 and convertibles of 
1979 weren’t really “final.” The timeless symbol of 
the VW company would live to see another day. 

In 1998, the New Beetle became available, lines of 
prospective buyers were long and prices were at or 
above the MSRP sticker. The media gave it rave re-
views and fanned the fire of enthusiasm. I did take 
one for a test drive and fell in love. But, my rational 
side was willing to wait for the frenzy to calm down. 
Fourteen years earlier, I had sold my air-cooled Bee-
tle and regretted it ever since. I had been waiting a 
long time for this day to come. I certainly could wait 
a little longer. 

In 2000, I purchased a slightly used 1999 tur-
bocharged New Beetle and logged many happy miles 
on it. In 2004, I saw an Aquarius Blue New Beetle 
convertible on the dealer’s lot. A convertible in my 
favorite color, light blue, caused my heart to stop. 
When it started beating again, I bought that convert-
ible and joyfully drove it for six years.  

 
Grabbing No. 1,415 of 1,500 

Then VW announced the end of the New Beetle 
called the Final Edition. Only 1,500 sedans and 
1,500 convertibles would be made, and they would 
have special badging and the production number 
stamped on the steering wheel hub. Despite my 
being very happy with my 2004 New Beetle, I just 
had to have the Final Edition. I bought No. 1,415 of 
No. 1,500 in Aquarius Blue with Candy White side 

panels (a retro scheme) with white leather seats. Its 
2.5-liter, five-cylinder engine is a torquey but eco-
nomical mover. That five-cylinder was used across 
the corporate line, from Passats to Golfs. I still really 
love driving it.  

The year 2011 was a year with no new Beetles, but 
VW announced that a 2012 Beetle would be pro-
duced as a sportier model than the previous New 
Beetle. So much for owning a Final Edition that re-
ally wasn’t final. … Gone was the five-cylinder mar-
vel, replaced by a turbocharged four cylinder. As we 
know, that Beetle lasted until 2019, when VW an-
nounced another Final Edition in special colors. I 
have to admit that I was tempted to get what now 
appeared to be the true Final Edition.  

The reality that the Beetle that gave VW its name 
will no longer be made is mind-boggling. But, new 
management and a “Profit-Uber Alles” mentality 
have written the death certificate for the corporate 
icon. The last time VW tried to function in the ab-
sence of the Beetle, it hit some rough times in terms 
of sales, quality and reputation.  

As much as the 2019 Final Edition was tempting to 
me, I just couldn’t part with my 2010 Final Edition 
New Beetle. There is something special about driving 
a 10-year-old car powered by a very reliable engine 
that is unique in design. It’s not a vintage car yet, but 
being a Final Edition, it is a tribute to front-wheel 
drive Beetles that ran from 1998 until 2019.  

Who knows? Maybe VW will go back to its roots 
and revive the Beetle once again. VWCA 

VWClub.org
Add value to your VWCA membership by registering at VWClub.org to 
take advantage of discounts on exclusive Club Store merchandise and 
to renew your membership, using either PayPal or your credit card.
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Chicago area business puts  

a whole new meaning into  

sheltering in place 

Q
uick! What’s the most important building 
created during the 20th century? Did I 
hear parking garage? Good guess! In-

deed, some commercial archeologists argue 
that housing our motor vehicles transformed 
everyday life.  

On the domestic side, the carriage barn gave 
way to one-and-two-car detached garages de-
signed specifically for automobiles by 1910. 
Many early garages were built with second-
story chauffeur’s quarters, decorated to comple-
ment the main house, often Craftsman or Arts and 
Crafts styles with “show rafters.” If the rafter ends 
were concealed, the resulting fascia board was 
trimmed with visually interesting crown moldings. 
Double-hung windows framed by wide boards were 
common. Overhead doors arrived during the 1920s 
— appealing because they took up less space and 
weren’t blocked by objects. Doors for vehicle en-
trance were usually one-car wide. Thus, a two-car 
garage had two doors, one for each vehicle.  

By the 1920s, garage building soared. Some were 
portable. Those of lesser means often erected prefab 
steel sheds for their Flivvers. Yet, often the goal was 
something like what the British call a folly — a ma-
chine’s house, as an ornament in the garden. Drive-
way accesses to these garages were often two ribbons 
of concrete rather than wide stones. This increased 
green space. While most garages were wood clad, 
well-to-do folks hired architects to design brick or 
stone-clad structures with period details. » 

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

A classic Rolls-Royce Phantom strikes an elegant pose near the clock tower at 
Iron Gate Motor Condos in Naperville, Ill. Iron Gate provides luxe-level storage 
and care. 

PARKED 
  

PAMPERED 

k
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Garages evolved, as did the vehicles 
put inside them. Downtown multiple-
vehicle parking garages, meant to 
house either those who lived nearby or 
commuted to work via an auto, some-
times looked nothing like a garage. 
Some had facades that looked like of-
fice buildings. And how cars moved 
through these garages proved an inter-
esting engineering problem. Ramps 
won out, although lifts were efficient. 
Check out a Carvana store for a mod-
ern take on the lift-type garage.  

You, dear reader, might own a col-
lector car. And if you’ve got the Bug, 
chances are you’ve got more than one 
motorized treasure. This leads to a 
problem. Where do you park them? 
For some, the collector cars get the garage, and if 
there’s space the daily driver lives outside. In some 
climes, a carport provides shelter without turning 
your place into what looks like a Midas Muffler shop. 
One interesting innovation during the late 1950s was 
a living or live-in garage. This fancy glass-enclosed 
carport resembled a car showroom. By moving doors, 
panels and removing cars, you transformed this 
space into a semi-open barbequing spot.  

Zoning restrictions and other factors might send 
you looking for some form of home-away-from-home 
for your cherished ride — year-round or seasonal. 
These places are zoned and taxed differently than 
residential property, making them an economical 
choice versus buying house with a Taj garage. A 
rental storage facility might do or a storage condo. 
The problem is many storage facilities aren’t well 
suited to long-term vehicle care. Those built like pole 
barns atop concrete slabs often work better as RV 
parking. Frequently, there’s little rain splash protec-
tion — water migrates in between walls and floor. 
And amenities such as restrooms and running water 
aren’t available. 

For these reasons and other reasons there are 
motor condos. Iron Gate Motor Condos is one such 

development near Chicago, in Naperville, Ill. —near 
Interstate 88 and Route 59. Tom Burgess, a longtime 
collector who founded the business, shared with the 
AUTOIST these details.  

Obviously, the business appeals to owners of 
higher-end vehicles, but it does have at least three 
VWs — a modified Karmann Ghia, a 1967 Bus and a 
1971 single cab pickup, the latter of which the owner 
intends to restore.  

If you want to sample the finer side of sheltering 
collector vehicles, try one of the options: long-term 
storage is $250 a month for six months; a seasonal 
swap is $229 a month/$2,750 a year with an addi-
tional in/out option; plus an a la carte option allows 
for checkouts at $95 each.  

If you like the idea, you can buy a condo too. Iron 
Gate is a 45-acre campus with 170 motor condos. 
Owners store their wheeled toys, entertain and even 
fundraise. For about $172,000 you get 800 square 
feet of parking plus a mezzanine for a total of 1,150 
square feet. It’s 10-feet under the mezzanine and 20-
feet elsewhere. There’s radiant heat (prevents con-
crete floor from sweating), a floor drain, fire 
suppression, fire alarm, electrical service (100-400 
amps), plumbing with water and restroom plus AT&T 

When a garage was built like a house: A 1930s example in Milwaukee. 

CONDOS
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Fiber. You can get a kitchen sink.  
The condo fee is 90 cents a square foot with 

insurance costing $720. Iron Gate maintains the 
outside. Homeowner insurance may cover your 
belongings and improvements.  

One important feature is underground water 
drainage. The buildings kick water 12 feet away 
with a storm drain system. This prevents water 
infiltration.  

You can work on your vehicle inside the 
condo. The exception is body work and paint. 
Outdoor overnight parking isn’t permitted.  

These condos appeal to those who buy cars as 
investments. They’re designed to thwart rodents; 
you can install air conditioning, and the floor is 
machined concrete. Many epoxy-coat their floors 
while others install ceramic tile. When polished, this 
looks like terrazzo — beautiful — like a 1920s Due-
senberg showroom.  

With its clocktower, Iron Gate looks a lot like a Eu-
ropean village. Units appear well planned for vehicle 
flow. The upper level is often decked out with vin-
tage car paraphernalia, cozy seating, bars and gam-
ing alcoves.  

Because Iron Gate shares space with other collec-
tor vehicle service providers, you can send your ve-
hicle to a day spa — have it detailed. Battery 
tending and vehicle prep service are available or in-
cluded.  

Aesthetically, the visual layout is picturesque. This 
beats those you-store-’em places. Lighting is less gar-
ish, too. But why must my Volkswagen park in a 

today’s take on medieval architecture when a 
Streamlined Moderne service station is a better tem-
plate? Remember those 1960s glass-clad VW dealer-
ships? Now that’s where I’d park my VW. Yet, those 
heated floors beckon. VWCA

Iron Gate’s annual Cartoberfest show attracts many older VWs. 

Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

V
W’s vintage Rabbits, 
Cabriolets, Sciroccos and 
Jettas have steering 

columns with several safety fea-
tures and two problematic bear-
ings. Replacing one of these 
bearings without messing up the col-
umn’s shaft is this report’s purpose. 

Let’s start with the steer-
ing column’s shaft. It’s com-
posed of two pieces — a 
smaller-diameter male part 
at the bottom and a larger-
diameter female one at the 
top. It collapses. The lower 
section one slides into the 
upper one. This provides driver pro-
tection during a crash. Any repair 
must avoid changing the column’s 
shaft length while not altering its 
ability to absorb an impact. Hint: do 
not hammer parts onto or off this 
shaft. Don’t mend by simply press-
ing the old pieces back in place and 
then clamp something over them. 
The lower bearing must let the shaft 
slide through it. 

There are two column bearings. 
The lower one (171-491-517, no 
suffix) is a needle bearing affair. Its inner race is 171-
419-518A. While the upper one (151-905-851) has a 
ball bearing assembly pressed into the cast-metal ig-
nition lock assembly, there’s a sleeve (171-419-341) 
between it and the steering shaft. This entire affair 

permits low-resistance steering 
while keeping rattles from road 
shock at bay.  

Neither bearing ages well. The 
lower one, clad in plastic, explodes 

like a vintage-VW parts diagram. 
The slotted plastic sleeve, which en-

cases outer needle bearing, crumbles. So 
afflicted, the needles drop 
out of the column, causing 
excessive steering play — 
clunk, clunk, rattle, rattle. 
The inner race, which slides 
onto the steering shaft, slips 
when its plastic center fails.  

Adding insult to injury, 
the upper bearing goes bung. You’ll 
find one of two problems. One, the 
bearing comes loose, rocking within 
the cast-metal housing. Two, the 
bearing itself wears, causing exces-
sive end play. 

You can purchase the upper as-
sembly as a Febi Bilstein part 
(14100). It’s called an ignition 
switch housing. One must drill a 
hole in your old assembly in order 
to remove the ignition switch tum-
bler. It simply snaps into the new 

housing. 
The lower bearing’s replacement requires greater 

finesse. Before you begin, measure the steering 
shaft’s length. It’s 22 inches. Mark the locations of 
the shaft’s parts, paying close attention to the spot 

STEERING  
YOU STRAIGHT

Attention to detail  

is the key to avoid 

getting the shaft  

New/old lower steering column bearings.
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where the shafts meet. Also note 
where the inner race mounts. 

Next you must score (pun in-
tended, as you’ll see later) a new 
bearing. The original part isn’t 
available. There are reproductions. 
Order the correct bearing — the 
lower outer race doesn’t have a 
lettered suffix. The “B” one isn’t 
found on cars covered in this re-
port, although some outfits list it 
as compatible. It’s not. The repo part, 
made by Tech-53 in Canada, uses a Ger-
man-made metal bearing assembly en-
cased in acetal homopolymer — a lot like 
polyurethane. Its plastic outer case is 
knurled instead of slotted. MK1 Engi-
neering offers its take on the part via 
Ebay, but its own website shows it out of 
stock. Parts Place Inc. says they have 
both the outer and inner lower bearing 
parts (Tech-53 type) for a healthy $80 
each.  

I’ve found that the repo item from 
Tech-53 in Canada doesn’t fit correctly — 
it’s too tight. If you install it without 
modification, chances are the needle 
bearings — it has more of them than the 
original — press inward so tightly that 
the bearings won’t spin easy. You can 
solve this. Take a Dremel tool with a cut-
ting disc and slice slots (the other 
“score”) into the plastic cover as shown. 
This duplicates the original design. It lets 
you press the bearing into the housing or 
tube without distorting the needle-bearing dimen-
sions. 

Insert this outer bearing into the 
column’s tube by placing the bear-
ing — plastic faced side down on a 
wood block. Then tap the tube 
onto it with a dead-blow hammer. 
A taper eases part installation. 

The shaft’s race or inner bearing 
piece requires a delicate touch. 
Clamp the male part of the shaft 
assembly — the lower part — in a 
vice. Measure location. Then tap 

the old one off and press the new one on. 
Do not bang on these parts without secur-
ing the shaft first, as the lower male shaft 
easily slides into or out of the upper fe-
male part.  

Lubricate the needle bearing and inner 
race. Cautiously place the steering shaft 
into the steering column housing or tube. 
Rotate the shaft while gently sliding the 
shaft through the outer race such that the 
inner one lines up. If the parts interfere, 
you’ll collapse the steering shaft. Check 
steering shaft length. Properly fixed, 
you’ve got a sweet twirling experience 
ahead. Installing it into the car, well that’s 
a trip worthy of another article. Remem-
ber, don’t hammer the U joint that at-
taches to the shaft’s bottom; you can 
collapse or expand the shaft.  

Other tasks: Check your ignition 
switch. Its plastic housing often cracks. 
Plus, check the throttle pedal cable bush-
ing. This foam piece crumbles, preventing 
you from opening the throttle plate fully. 

Replacing that item is like getting an instant engine 
rebuild! VWCA

Complete steering shaft and tube. A failed plastic inner race bearing. Scoring the lower column bearing to fit. 

Noting the correct measure. 

Upper column bearing housing.  

Bearing sleeve that fits be-
tween the shaft and bearing 
in the upper column.  
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

T
hanks to a deal made with the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, you can now 
view carmaker technical service bulletins and 

corporate communications to dealers often associ-
ated with “secret” warranties. These documents help 
you get your car fixed for free or reduced costs and 
are helpful used or new car shopping aids. 

I’ve test-driven the new NHTSA website. It’s worth 
a spin. You commence searches using your vehicle 
identification number. Seeking info by brand and 
model works too.  

Try these steps: Visit nhtsa.gov/recalls and select 
“vehicle” in the blue section 
at the top of the page. Key 
in the year, make and 
model, for example 2008 
Volkswagen Jetta. Recalls, 
investigation findings, com-
plaints and manufacturer 
communications can be ac-
cessed by clicking the hy-
pertexted numerals.  

You must be a good 
sleuth; locating the correct 
PDF isn’t always easy. For example, I searched for 
VW rust problems. Rust isn’t a NHTSA category. I 
found corrosion info under “body structure” or 
“wheels.” Yes, the latter category is where you’ll find 
VW’s bulletin 501602 (upper fender rust) covering 
Jetta and Golf/Rabbit models from 1999 through 
2014. Bulletin 511603 (corrosion between rocker 
panels and front fenders) covers 2005-2010 Jettas 
and 2005-2014 Golf/Rabbits. 

Because VW offered 12 years’ unlimited-mileage 
exterior-panel corrosion protection, dealers must 
know which rust damage is covered and how to fix 
it. This piece shows you what’s found on two TSBs 

and then suggests spring cleaning for your VW, which 
should cut corrosion. 

Start with the front fender liners. Remove them. 
Check the inside of rear edge of the fender. On many 
VWs, the fender bends inward, creating a tab that 
mounts via two screws to inserts in the front of the 
rocker panels. Crud forms on this ledge, much of it 
comes from the cowl drain above. This sandwich of 
two metal pieces creates a perfect rust storm. VW 
recommends zinc washers or hardware between 
these two parts. You’ll find the same corrosion-cut-
ting method on many top-load washing machines.  

On my 2009 Rabbit, I 
cleaned the area and then 
rustproofed it with Fluid 
Film. A thicker rust-pro-
tecting coating is likely a 
better choice, as Fluid Film 
is easily rubbed off. Next, I 
examined the fender arch’s 
top. There’s a foam pad 
there. Crud and salt satu-
rate it, causing it to abrade 
the fender. VW recom-

mends cutting it 10mm shorter and then (after fixing 
or replacing the rusted fender) coating the backside 
of the fender with a rubberized undercoating spray. 
Include the entire fender lip, VW says. 

Another rust-prone area is at the rear of the rocker 
panel in front of each rear wheel. VW mounts air de-
flectors here. These plastic pieces clog with dirt, 
which prevent drain holes from draining. Clean 
them. Several fasteners attach to the car. You’ll need 
to detach but not remove the fender liner. Spray rust-
proofing into each attachment point. You’ll find holes 
behind fender liners — spray a product such as Fluid 
Film into these openings. VWCA

INSIDER 
TECH

Government agency now provides 

key vehicle bulletins that were 

 formerly difficult to access
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M
ost 12-volt air-cooled and older water-cooled 
VWs use either group 41 (DIN T65) or 42 
batteries (DIN T5). They’re the same height 

and width, but the former lower-numbered one is 
longer. These group numbers identify case size and, 
in turn, battery capacity. Typically, the 42 is rated 61 
Amp hours, whereas the larger 41 is 72. If the 
longer/larger one fits your car, try it. Once upon a 
time, smart VW drivers chose the Rabbit diesel’s 
Group 41 battery due to its extra cranking capacity. 
VW also specified group 41 for air-conditioned cars 
such as my 1983 Scirocco. 

Both group sizes are available, although many ven-
dors don’t stock them. Your VW dealer doesn’t offer 
the older styles. But VW parts departments offer two 
modern alternatives. What these are and how you 
make them fit your older VW is this report’s purpose. 

Newer group sizes 47 and 48 fit most 12-volt VWs. 
This time the lower number is the smaller of the two. 
They’re also sold with the European DIN designa-
tions: H5 and H6, H, as in handle, with 5 the shorter 
one. Group 47 and 48 batteries share the same 67/8-
inch width as the older styles. They’re slightly taller 
at 7.5 inches vs. 67/8. Lengths are roughly similar 
with 47 about 9.5 inches long and 48 at 11 inches.  

If you’re into figures, here’s more: VW battery part 

numbers. Use 000-915-105DE for your Ghia, Beetle 
and other VWs designed for the shorter battery and 
000-915-DE-DSP for the longer one. VW’s replace-
ment batteries are often competitively priced, as 
dealer promotions lead to discounts and free installa-
tion. VW’s suppliers include Johnson Controls, Varta 
and Enertec. Some hail from Mexico and others the 
Fatherland. All have sight glasses for electrolyte levels.  

While slightly taller, one of these batteries should 
fit your older VW. I can imagine situations where ca-
bles might be a tad tight, but I’ve installed them in 
Rabbits, Sciroccos, Squarebacks, Ghias and Corrados 
without a hitch. 

The key to proper fit is understanding mount types 
or hold-down techniques. Older VWs require a B4-
style bottom hold down. There’s a 19mm high, three-
notch shoulder on each of the battery’s long sides. 
This flange-like molding lets you fasten a battery se-
curely. That’s important.  

Most VW battery trays have brackets designed as 
the female receptacles for male battery bases. You se-
cure the battery on the opposite side with metal 
holder, which is fastened by either a nut on a stud or 
a machine screw through the battery tray. The Kar-
mann Ghia has a metal rod. It wraps around the case.  

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

A small-case group 47 battery will fit an air-
cooled Beetle with an adapter. 

ADAPTERS 
LET NEW 
BATTERY 

CASES FIT 
OLDER VWs

uTURN TO PAGE 34



 

RHODE ISLAND 
EAST PROVIDENCE: SCOTT VW, 777 TAUNTON AVE., 401-438-
5555 
WAKEFIELD: SPEEDCRAFT VW, 104 OLD TOWER HILL RD., 401-
783-3304 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
SPARTANBURG: VIC BAILEY VW, 2671 REIDVILLE ROAD, 864-585-
2492 

TEXAS 
AMARILLO: STREET VW OF AMARILLO, 8707 PILGRIM DR., 806-
350-8999, streetvw.com, P-20 A-20 L-20 AC 
ARLINGTON: RANDY HILEY VW OF ARLINGTON, 1400 TECH CEN-
TRE HWY., 817-575-6100, AC 
AUSTIN: CHARLES MAUND VW, 6900 BURNET RD., 512-458-
1111, P-10 A-10 L-10 

HOUSTON: ARCHER VW, 10400 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY, 713-272-
1700 
KILLEEN: AUTOMAX VW, 3301 E. CENTRAL TEXAS EXPY, 254-699-
2629, P-15 A-20 L-10 
SAN ANTONIO: NORTH PARK VW, 21315 W. INTERSTATE 10, 800-
611-0176, P-10 A-10 L-10 

UTAH 
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200, 
P-15 A-15 L-10 AC 

VIRGINIA 
ALEXANDRIA: ALEXANDRIA VW, 107 W. GLEBE RD., 703-684-
8888, alexandriavw.com, P-12.5 A-12.5 L-12.5 AC 
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700, P-
15 A-15 L-15 AC 
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-
9000 
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6900 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-
4830 

STAUNTON: VALLEY VW, 314 LEE-JACKSON HWY., 540-213-6800 
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990 

WASHINGTON 
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-
5280 
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230 
KIRKLAND: VW OF KIRKLAND, 12612 NE 124TH ST., 415-898-
2500, P-10 A-10 L-10 ($200 MAX) 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 
SPOKANE VALLEY: AUTO NATION VW SPOKANE, 10006 E. 
SPRAGUE AVE., 509-892-2240 

WEST VIRGINIA 
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. 
SW, 304-744-1561, P-10 A-10 L-10 

WISCONSIN 
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON 
ROAD, 608-241-5201, P-10 A-10 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them whenever 

possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy you. 

Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership cards. Dis-

counts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means a 15 percent dis-

count on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent discount on labor. AC 

means dealers service air-cooled VWs.  

Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it might 

be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST and VWCA membership card when  

requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB 

VW DEALERS
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SUPPORT THE DEALERS  
WHO SUPPORT VWCA

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-405-
2650, P-10 A-10 L-1 

COLORADO 
FORT COLLINS: ED CARROLL MOTOR CO., 3003 S. COLLEGE AVE., 
970-226-3000, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

CONNECTICUT 
DANBURY: DANBURY VW, 29 SUGAR HOLLOW RD., 203-744-
5201, P-10 A-10 L-10 

FLORIDA 
JACKSONVILLE: VOLKSWAGEN OF ORANGE PARK, 7220 BLAND-
ING BLVD., 904-269-2603, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

INDIANA 
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 1701 SAGAMORE PKWY S, 
765-446-1849 

MICHIGAN 
FARMINGTON HILLS: SUBURBAN VW OF FARMINGTON HILLS, 
37911 GRAND RIVER, 248-471-0800, P-5 A-5 L-5 
KALAMAZOO: MAPLE HILL VW, 5622 W. MAIN ST., 269-342-6600 
MUSKEGON: VW OF MUSKEGON, 1860 E. STERNBERG RD., 231-
799-2886 

MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY: MOLLE VW, 808 W. 103RD ST., 816-941-9500 

OHIO 
COLUMBUS: BYERS IMPORTS, 401 N. HAMILTON RD., 614-864-
5180, P-10 A-10 L-10 
DAYTON: WHITE-ALLEN EUROPEAN AUTO, 648 N. SPRINGBORO 
PIKE, 937-291-6000 

PENNSYLVANIA 
LEESPORT: AUDI READING, 2746 BERNVILLE ROAD (RT. 183), 
610-777-6500, AC 

WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 
206-634-3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

CANADA 
MARKHAM, ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, 
905-513-8820, P-10 A-10 L-10 

ARIZONA 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-

778-9305, L-5, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 
CALIFORNIA 

PLACENTIA: MOORE PARTS SOURCE, mooreparts.com, 714-666-
6688, ONLINE-ONLY PARTS 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON 
AVE., 805-964-6554, topshopautosb.com, P-10 A-10 L-10 (NOT 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER), GENERAL AUTO REPAIR 
 

ILLINOIS 
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PU-
LASKI RD., 708-422-7548, AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 
708-422-9272, PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

KENTUCKY 
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-
3511, importdoktor.com, AUTO REPAIR & BODY SHOP 

MASSACHUSETTS 
NORTH WEYMOUTH: MURPHY BROTHERS, 547 BRIDGE ST., 781-
335-5000, INDEPENDENT DEALER 

MICHIGAN 
MILLINGTON: BARNUM'S BUG BARN, 7693 VASSAR ROAD, 989-
871-9880, AC 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, munks.com, AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR SHOP 

NEW YORK 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 
315-789-2200, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST IN 
VW & AUDI AUTOMOBILES 

WISCONSIN 
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N. LYERLL AVE., 800-
558-8955, VW PERFORMANCE PARTS 

RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 
401-789-7720
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The Frontdriver
BY RICHARD G. VANTREUREN *rgvant@juno.com

Camping gear 

F
orty years ago this writer, this writer reached a 
small milestone with the arrival of a package 
from England. It was the Carannex, the tent de-

signed to be erected with one end opening into a 
hatchback automobile. To that point we had camped, 
or at least slept, in the 1975 Rabbit by popping out 
the back seat and lying in an air mattress and sleep-
ing bag. Now we had an additional weather-resistant 
space for gear stowage, changing room, place to park 
the portable potty, and other uses limited only to the 
imagination.  

The quest for giving the Rabbit a weekend alter-
ego as an RV continued with many letters to camping 
accessory manufacturers. My exalted position as an 
AUTOIST reporter earned me a few discounts as the 

pieces started coming together. A victory point was 
picked, and the result was published in VW & Porsche 
magazine in 1981 (pictured). 

Some of the equipment was unique and first class. 
Others sounded great in their brochures but did not 
live up to the hype. The inventor of the Chable and 
the Trailcooker became a personal friend, and his 
two pieces are still with us today, long after his pass-
ing.  

On the opposite end, the Superlite and its factory 
replacement never worked 100% and were junked 
before the first trip. The solar shower was supposed 
to heat its water in the noonday sun, but usually a 
tree with a strong branch to support its heft would 
also shade the black plastic tank. The 12-volt heater-
cooler chest would have worked better in a more be-

nign environment, while 
the Electro-Warmth heat-
ing pad was such a com-
fort, we bought the 
home model as well. 

Fast Forward four 
decades — and our 
camping setup these 
days is based around 
what we can load into 
and on top of Mr. T, our 
Touareg. This year’s Sun-
N-Fun Airshow was can-
celed, but in previous 
years we headed for its 
campground to set up 
with a group of airplane 
nuts, each with their 
own interpretation as to 
what makes a tolerable 
remote living experience.  
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We start with a Pop-up shelter, carried on 

Mr. T’s roof rack, which has enough space 
for the Trailcooker, ice chests, a folding 
table and chairs. (Yes, we still have that 
unique all-in-one camp stove-storage-sink. 
It’s got a new water supply tank and was 
rebuilt after a hot pan rested on its plastic 
shelf, but it’s still the center of the camp.)  

Our expanded girths have long outgrown 
the Chable, though it serves at home holi-
day feasts as the children’s table. We now 
have an ordinary tent big enough for the inflate-a-
bed, and although we’ve toyed with the idea of back-
ing Mr. T under its rain awning, the VW is not 
actually integral to the structure. 

VW recently announced the employment of a new 
social media guy, his photo accompanied by a Golf 
equipped with a 
roof-mounted 
tent. Try as we 
might, that 
photo, or any 
VW with a Telpui 
unit mounted, 
has thus far 
eluded us.  

We’re not sure that low-slung Golf is very con-
ducive to getting far off-road, but we can tell you 
sleeping up on the roof (even in grizzly country) 
would be incompatible with old man’s bladder. We 
would likely try to sleep in the car, especially be-
cause, unlike the Rabbit’s mechanical latch, modern 
cars are equipped with an inside release mechanism. 
One doesn’t need a reading lamp — you have an in-
terior light — and your tablet has 
its own light anyway.  

Hopefully, one can still play the 
radio-CD without the ignition 
being on. The Telpui units appear 
to be the high end of the car-
camper spectrum, with units for 
full-size SUVs running up to about 
$2,500. 

A number of competitive prod-
ucts in the more affordable range 

have been available over the years. If one wanted the 
security of stepping from a tent to sleep in the VW 
through the most howling gales or roaming bears, 
several hook-on tents are currently available for use 
with your wagon or hatchback. 

The SUV in this Napier tent photo looks retouched, 
but your reporter lacks the Photoshop skills to add in 
a Tiguan instead. The reader will have to use one’s 
imagination. This is one of several units easily found 
on a web search. It’s also much more affordable, less 
than $300.   

Once equipped with this secure setup, one would 
certainly have the chance at a good night’s sleep. The 
skills of a plumber are the first thing one misses 
when leaving home. Tricks for hauling in your fresh 
water and packing out your waste water will have to 
wait for another issue. 

 
A camping deal — bar none 

Perhaps you want to get into rooftop camping —  
or just need to carry outsized cargo. We had saved 
the accessory roof rack bars when we traded in our 
stuck-in-second-gear ’99 Passat wagon, naively hop-

ing they would fit Mr. T (silly).  
Anyway, we ran an AUTOIST 

ad, to no avail. So, we offer 
the roof rack bars to you, the 
reader of this column, on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 
Drop us an email, and if you 
are the first to respond, we 
can arrange a shipping 
label/reimbursement, and the 
bars are yours.  VWCA

The Napier tent is affordable, at less than $300. 
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Cue the hysterical laughter 

Y
ou know that saying “Everything that could go 
wrong, did go wrong”? We had a day like that re-

cently. Thank goodness they don’t happen too often, 
so when they do we can just sit back and laugh ... 
and we did laugh, but not right away. 

Rob and I are moving, for the first time in 41 years. 
I have said that I think the amount of stuff we have 
in this house is holding the walls up, and we are 
about to find out if I’m right. At the 
beginning of July we will be the 
proud owners of 2.5 acres and a 
2,400-square-foot home about 25 
miles south of San Jose. That’s right, 
we’ve bought the farm (thankfully 
not in the popular sense of the term, 
yet).  We’ve had a smallish storage 
unit for years, mostly for my ’58 con-
vertible Beetle. Over time, this small 
unit blossomed into a larger unit (for 
my 1982 Rabbit Pickup and assorted 
junk), and then last summer, our 
small unit bloomed again into a sec-
ond large unit so we could store all 
the furniture and stuff from Mom’s 
house. And so it was that this partic-
ular day we were moving stuff and 
my convertible from the small unit 
to the larger one. 

The entire day went something like this: 
•Went to storage to move stuff from small unit to 

new big unit. 
•Needed to start Oscar, the Beetle, and move him 

into new one first. 
•Needed to stop at Wal-Mart on the way and buy 

new padlock for the extra door (big unit has two 
doors, and we only have one lock.) 

•Get to storage in the hot part of mid day. UGH. 
•Get in Oscar and turn key: Oscar’s expensive 

fancy dry cell battery that doesn’t go dead easily? It’s 
DEAD. 

•Oh, yay, Rob brought his fancy charger-thingie to 
start cars! 

•Oscar starts! For about 3 seconds. 
•Repeat above. 
•Repeat above. 

•Repeat above. 
•On and on and on till starter 

starts smelling funny. Rob says it’s 
fine, doesn’t smell back there. 

•Oscar behaves like he’s outta gas 
(accessory gauge works but is unreli-
able and reads “E.”) 

•Decide to go get some gas. 
•Guess what! We don’t have the 

gas can! 
•Drive back home (15 miles) to 

get gas can. 
•Return to storage. 
•Rob gets gas, pours two gallons 

in. 
•Oscar starts! For about 3 sec-

onds. 
•Repeat from where it says “Re-

peat” above, ad infinitum. 
•Rob takes carb off the engine and cleans the 

bowl. 
•Rob tests fuel pump — fuel is pumping! 
•Repeat some more. 
•Another hour passes. 
•We give up and decide to let Adam fix it when 

Oscar goes for new brakes soon. Got everything BUT 
Oscar moved into new big unit. Gonna lock up BOTH 
units and go home for the day. 

VolksWoman
BY LOIS GRACE *vlkswmn@sbcglobal.net

Biff the pickup tried to share space with 
Oscar the Beetle in the same storage unit. 
Close but no cigar. 
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•Try once more from “Repeat” above. 
•Oscar starts and actually RUNS on his own! We 

have no idea why. 
•Oscar stays running! We have no idea why. 
•I drive Oscar down the row about half a block 

and into the new unit. Rear brakes are sticking badly 
so he doesn’t move well. 

•Shove cardboard under Bee-
tle’s butt to prevent oil drips. 

•Go back to smaller unit and 
schlep everything else down to 
bigger unit, a few things at a 
time. 

•Load it onto tail gate of 
Dodge, drive half a block and 
unload. 

•Put Dodge in reverse and 
back up to return to small unit 
and load up again. 

•Rob uses hand truck for 
things we can’t lift. 

•Repeat that a zillion times. 
•FINALLY finish cleaning out smaller unit and go 

to sweep it out. 
•FORGOT BROOM. 
•Close the door and go to new unit. 
•Things are ship-shape in new unit! Stuff fits with 

space left over! YAY! 
•Close door; unwrap new padlock. New padlock 

hasp is about a quarter-inch too small to clear holes 
in the new unit’s latch. Two of the non-swear words: 
Won’t fit. 

•Scream lots of bad words. (Rob does, not me, no 
sir) 

•Water bottles are all empty; we are both very 
thirsty, hands are black with dirt and feet hurt. Luck-
ily, no blood. 

•Lock one door of big unit with regular, normal-
size padlock. That fits. 

•Shut micro padlock in glove box so we never 
have to see its ridiculous size EVER AGAIN. 

•Leave storage with one of the two doors unlocked 
to go down street to Camping World and buy REGU-
LAR-size padlock. 

•Ask for padlocks at Camping World. Clerk says, 

“Yes, back in corner there,” pointing. Go to corner. 
NO PADLOCKS. Ask another clerk. 

“No, we used to sell them, but we don’t anymore.” 
Resist urge to clobber idiot clerk in head with ridicu-
lously small padlock (it is in glove box anyway so not 
handy.) 

•Go to Ace Hardware about two miles away to buy 
padlock. 

•Come out with nice big nor-
mal-size $20 padlock. 

•Return to storage, where 
lock fits great, and we are done 
in two seconds. 

•Leave storage and head for 
home. 

•It is now 114 degrees out, 
feels like a balmy 120. 

•Decide to stop at McDon-
ald’s for a big (normal-size) 
Coke. Rob is looking forward to 
a hot fudge sundae. “May I take 

your order?” A regular Coke and a hot fudge sundae. 
“OH, I’m sorry, we just ran out of hot fudge.” 

Honest. I swear we couldn’t make this stuff up. 
Believe it or not, we went back for a second day of 

this fun: 
•Got all the spare keys for cars/trucks and planned 

to go to storage unit again, this time to leave the ’69 
Beetle — Bogie — in the second large unit and bring 
the ’82 Rabbit truck home for moving stuff. 

•Open garage door, move big Dodge truck out of 
driveway to make room for Beetle exit. 

•Turn Beetle key. Bogie’s expensive fancy dry cell 
battery that doesn’t go dead easily? It’s DEAD. 

Is there an echo in here? All this sounds familiar.  
Now we have spare keys to old cars everywhere, two 
dead expensive batteries on the floor in the garage, 
no ice (ice maker can’t keep up fast enough), two 
useless padlocks that don’t fit any hole on planet 
Earth, padlock keys unaccounted for and four 
brooms on back deck. Maybe. Or did we leave one in 
the storage unit? 

Instead of tidying up that day, I sat myself down, 
turned on the a/c, and binge-watched “Hoarders.” 
It’s good to stay motivated. VWCA

Biff, now covered, ended up in his own storage unit  
accompanied by plenty of household goods. 
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uMEMBERS:  Add value to your VWCA membership by reg-
istering at VWClub.org to take advantage of discounts on 
exclusive Club Store merchandise and to renew your mem-
bership, using either PayPal or your credit card. 

Pandemic puts a chill on summer     

W
e’ve always said that participation in local chap-
ter activities is a huge part of  “enjoying your 

VW to the fullest.” It has been difficult this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. After a long winter of in-
activity, we’re all eager to get our VWs shined up and 
ready for the show season. Here’s how some of our 
local chapters are coping. 
 BADGER FUNCLUB, MILWAUKEE:  As of this writing, when 
the Badgers’ annual Memorial Day Campout was 
scheduled, we’ve seen no signs of cancellation. Be-
cause it is held at a private campground, we hope it 
went off without a hitch. 
 CENTRAL FLORIDA VW CLUB, ORLANDO:  The Central 
Florida Club has had to suspend most activities, even 
meetings, due to the coronavirus. Gatherings of more 
than just a few people in a public place (restaurant) 
were not possible. 
 NORTHEAST ILLINOIS VOLKSWAGEN ASSOCIATION, LISLE:  
NIVA has had to cancel several events due to the 
coronavirus. The County Fairgrounds closed, and 
with it, NIVA’s annual Indoor Swap Meet. The annual 
BugFest is canceled as is a local Independence Day 
Parade. NIVA members usually had several vintage 

VWs in the parade. Both were canceled due to crowd 
considerations and social distancing. 
 STATELINE VOLKS FOLKS, ROCKFORD, ILL.:  We’re still 
hoping Stateline Vintage Picnic will be held on 
schedule in July. The venue is a municipal park, so 
we’re eager for some of the restrictions to be lifted 
in time. 

Check our website, VWClub.org, for listings of 
these and other future events. Now more than ever, 
you’ll need to check for the latest updates there – 
and even some events that were announced too late 
to make the AUTOIST publication schedule. And if 
your local chapter is planning an event, contact us at  
VWclub@aol.com and we’ll post it on our site. We’re 
waiting to hear from you! 

Finally, this column is in need of a member to com-
pile the activities of our local chapters and send them 
bimonthly to the AUTOIST editor. You’ll find it fun to 
learn about the clever and innovative events devel-
oped by our local chapters and share them with 
other members. If you’re the one, contact VWCA at 
VWClub@aol.com or directly to the AUTOIST editor at 
VWAutoist@icloud.com. We’re waiting to hear from 
you!  VWCA 

Local Volks
Activities of VWCA affiliates

uLETTER-WRITERS:  We know, who sends letters — or even 
email — any more? But for members with an urge to share 
any pertinent automotive thoughts, we’re happy to print 
yours here. Send via email to VWAutoist@icloud.com or the 
other old-fashioned way: 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis MO 
63122.
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rose to acclaim at Chrysler with the “Im-
ported from Detroit” proposition — a bit 
goofy when key Chrysler models aren’t built 
in Detroit. But the upbeat concept reposi-
tioned this FCA brand as a savvy, welter-
weight in the domestic-brand boxing arena. 
From there, he trekked to Kia for two years 
before joining VW. Duncan Movassaghi is 
now VW’s interim marketing chief.  

VW’s executive switches signify problems, 
especially in the States. One difficulty has 
plagued the brand since the 1970s — rele-
vance. It’s not the go-to car brand for those 
seeking relief from gas pains, service 
headaches and bad taste, such as baroque 
styling with padded roofs and opera win-
dows. VW reached a sales zenith in 1970 
and then watched as other firms drove by 
and moved ahead of it in import and small-
car sales. Those automakers also took over 
prime retail venues and then captured key 
market segments. Meanwhile, many exclu-
sive VW dealers took on upstart brands lest 
they starve.  

VW’s cars, since 1970s, have sparked our imagina-
tions. Its Rabbit/Golf became the template for effi-

cient, practical 
fun-to-drive motoring. 
The crown jewel of 
that line was the GTI, 
which still has cachet. 
While VW claimed its 
Rabbit was the new 
Old Faithful, it never 
gained a stellar repu-
tation. Some fawned 
over VW’s Cabriolet. 
VW offered four-sea-
son soft tops when 
other automakers 
were hardly inter-
ested. Nifty — so 

Remington Steele. The Karmann Ghia got a sporting 
replacement: the Scirocco. And the Jetta became a 
budget BMW, providing German aesthetics lost in the 
American-made Rabbit. Much later, VW’s New Beetle 
marked what seemed like a breakthrough concept — 
playful design. For a moment, Americans noticed 
VW’s affordable rolling billboard. This generated in-
terest in VW, marking what looked like a comeback.  

VW’s halcyon days, however, were the byproduct 
of a curved product in a square-car era. Its signature 
auto represented a shift in sense and sensibility. It 
largely delivered good value, high quality in a small 
package — ideal — despite its shortcomings, as a 
second car, college car or career-starting machine. 
Dealers earned a reputation for providing quick, 
competent service. Scores of people got into the VW 
game by setting up independent service outfits — 
some in backyards and side driveways. Plus, VW » 

DRIVER’S SEAT
uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-
utor since 1993, has upgraded his 
wheels since getting his first car in 
the early ’60s. 

VW’s diverse 1966 lineup: The Beetle, Squareback, Bus, Karmann Ghia and Fastback. 
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had a knack for adapting itself to its 
host countries. In the U.S., VW de-
veloped a friendly corporate voice. It 
was lovable.  

In turn, VW sold lots of cars that 
weren’t Beetles. It had Ghias for 
those who wanted something sexy, 
yet not too flirtatious. It offered step-
up subcompacts: the Fastback and 
the Squareback. The latter became a 
popular suburban runabout, melding 
VW economics with a quieter ride, 
better handling, more power and a 
roomier body. And its Bus line just 
stood out by standing out — a big 
box — so unlike the aero-formed 
Bug. And its first luxury-compact 
sedan and wagon, the 411/412, a 
dud in Europe, did better in the USA 
than you’d think.  

The thing is these other VWs sold 
for reasons many of today’s analysts 
have forgotten. They didn’t have to 
be “iconic.” Why? VW’s great reputa-
tion and its cultural significance 
were magnetic. This image required 
lots of work by many people. The 
public expected VW’s parts and serv-
ice to keep a good thing going. So, 
why not start your small-car shop-
ping at the dealer who promised a 
good ownership experience? Or why 
not buy a used one; mail-order out-
fits and discount stores offered after-
market VW parts to those in distant 
places? VW was a safe bet. This 
changed.  

These days VW no longer offers 
Americans a subcompact. “Think 
small” isn’t a compelling selling 
proposition. There was a time when 
subcompacts sold like IHOP specials. 
Now, few carmakers offer them. This 

pulls the asphalt out from under the 
brand’s foundation story. Today, 
VW’s Americanized models are rela-
tively speaking — think-big ma-
chines. Some don’t deliver a 
European sense of good build, fine 
materials, firm ride or sporty han-
dling. Our VWs don’t speak Old-
World VW, they’re American me-to 
vehicles. They fit into existing prod-
uct categories — not define them. 
Check out the 2020 Passat. Why 
can’t we have an Audi-like sedan at a 
VW price? VW’s midsize auto wows 
you with interior room, forgetting in-
terior decor is important too. Anyone 
serious about driving should put 
their Pilotis to the pedals of a GTI or 
GLI. Those shod in Ferragamo splen-
dor can do better in a Mazda or an 
Arteon.  

VW, moreover, doesn’t offer buyers 
or those who lease a security blan-
ket. Its People First warranty didn’t 
last but two years. VW needs a fan-
tastic warranty, covered maintenance 
and a good reputation. Customer 
service should be its first priority. I’d 
say VW’s corporate face isn’t hu-
mane. Fancy ad campaigns and 
glass-roofed crossovers won’t fix 
that. It’s not all bad. There are folks 
who work for VW or its dealers who 
care.  

So, 2020 won’t be the year VW 
turns the tide. It must sort out its ex-
ecutive-suite people problems, keep 
its dealers interested while introduc-
ing new vehicles. VW will change. 
But my local VW store’s showroom 
continues to shrink as it provides 
more turf for Mercedes and Porsche 
brand experiences. Porsche drivers 

DRIVER’S SEAT
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pull into a front service entrance. Glass walls let 
everyone in the showroom watch the process. Even 
the waiting area lets you witness technicians service 
your ride. Those driving VWs no longer mix with this 
crowd. You’re directed toward the store’s backside. 
This change sums up a big change. There was a time 
when VW clientele got first-class treatment. 

 
Physical distancing, Scirocco style 

Due to the coronavirus outbreak, I didn’t start my 
1983 Scirocco, pull it out of its winter storage and 
then head toward the nation’s highways. Neither my 
siblings nor my parents wanted to mingle. So, say 
hello to a stay-cation. I worked on the car’s steering 
column. After that, I took it for a spin. I sampled the 
air conditioning on a rare warm spring day — my 
side of Lake Michigan is notorious for chilly weather 
— so I metaphorically jumped at the chance.  

I replaced the air conditioner compressor seals last 
fall. I wanted to know whether the car kept its cool. 
It did. I found fixing the American-made York com-
pressor awkward, as no shop I contacted knew how 
to service it. No one would reclaim the refrigerant ei-
ther. I trolled eBay and found the rebuilt toolkit and 
seals. Although the shaft seal worked well, the seal 
kit didn’t include the oil-fill O-ring. And the dipstick 
— a curved wire with markings — intended to meas-

ure the compressor’s crankshaft oil level — wasn’t ac-
curate. I added too much oil. 

Another outing was a daylong bike ride. I planned 
to do 100 miles with my brother who lives in 
Nashville, but that excursion got axed. So, I did a 60-
mile outing along Lake Michigan. Road traffic was 
cycling-friendly. I also tried one of the new bike trails 
created by converting a major utility company’s for-
mer interurban rail line into a recreational route. 
Parts of that ride were marvelous, but pedestrians 
and a wayward leashed dog — one ran in my path, 
causing me to tumble onto soft sod — sent me to the 
streets. I could ride faster on smoother roads with 

fewer interruptions.  
Other outings took place online or 

in my basement. I joined motoring 
journalists in Zoom meetings with 
FCA and Nissan. Toyota staged a “vir-
tual” launch of its new Venza. In addi-
tion, I worked through my stack of 
Teutonic twisters — mostly spinning 
Dual turntables. 

German-made record changers from 
Dual and Miracord, much like VW, es-
tablished stellar reputations for pre-
cise, automated playback of vinyl LPs. 
By the late 1960s, the Dual 1019 com-
bined lots of innovation into a record-
friendly plug-and-play all-in-one 
music machine. Its powerful motor, 
heavy platter and lightweight low- » The 1983 Scirocco hangs with a 1964 Beetle in a stay-cation sidetrip. 

Motoring journalists in a Zoom session with FCA reps. 
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friction tonearm worked 
like magic. It could play 
records with the most sen-
sitive cartridges and styli 
available. Soon people, 
even those with finicky 
golden ears, bought them 
for dorm rooms or dens.  

Dual updated the con-
cept with its 1200 line. Top 
models had larger chassis, 
heavier platters and longer 
tonearms. Others used a 
smaller chassis. All were mechanically similar. Like 
VW, the brand ruled the roost. Made in Germany 
meant something. Meanwhile, record changers from 
England upped their games. And eventually, Japan-
ese brands offered less-complicated manual and 
semi-automatic turntables. These evolved into mar-
velous machines with DC motors and electronic 
speed controls. The complicated Dual changed, albeit 
too slowly, to match its competition. In the process, 
some later less-expensive Duals proved flimsy and 
problematic.  

I found my Duals and some Miracords at thrift 
stores. Although my professional training led me to 
seek stout manual turntables such as the Technics SL 
1200, which I could slip cue/or pitch match for audio 
and video production, I respected an ingenious 
record changer. There was an era when people do-
nated them, as they cleared their homes of vinyl 
records and aging players. So, I bought lots of them, 
for nearly nothing, and stacked them in my base-
ment. Most Duals are durable but fall victim to com-
mon faults: gummy grease renders speed selection 
and even the start mechanism inactive. If you force 
the sticky control levers, you might break key parts. 
And Dual’s electrical signal connections tarnish pro-
ducing lots of playback problems. 

And there’s the pimple. Some Duals have plastic 
tips in their mechanisms. They swing tonearms to 
and from the platters. They crumble. Reproductions 
are available.  

There’s a resurgence in 
interest for old record 
changers and turntables. 
Perhaps the same thing will 
keep other German things 
that spin wheels, such as 
your VW, rolling. This will 
keep our hobby alive. Cer-
tainly, Motor Trend cable 
channel shows, such as 
“Wheeler Dealers” present 
some now-vintage VWs as 
motoring sensations.  

But seriously, these “unscripted” programs are 
staged. They seem hellbent on cliffhanger snags, 
meant to maintain your suspense through the follow-
ing commercial break. Most of these tense moments 
are simply bad ideas, caused by what looks like illit-
eracy. Doesn’t anyone read service manuals? Or must 
they ham it up because no one has a clue? There are 
moments when telegenic hosts show you thoughtful 
things like how one performs a fuel pressure test on 
a vehicle with Bosch’s K-Jetronic fuel injection.  

But the story compresses the solution to a poor 
running car to just one part, when anyone who serv-
ices these systems know you’ve got to mend several 
different components. And when it comes to VW’s 
Thing, why does the carburetor’s emissions control 
dashpot get pegged for engine stalling, instead of the 
idle mixture screw? I guess explaining how the car-
buretor works, and then poring through the service 
manual’s tuneup instructions doesn’t fit the dramatic 
swap-a-part and then flip-the-vehicle story type.  

And don’t get me started on converting a U.S. spec 
first-gen GTI into a Brit’s idea of the GTI. We get a 
complete detour into welding fenders to remove the 
wrap-around front signal lamps, when you could just 
buy a Cabriolet fender — less drama and far fewer 
dollars. But then you wouldn’t see the sparks.    

 
MAMA Road America rally shifts gears  

The Midwest Automotive Media Association can-
celed its Spring Rally at RA. So, my usual missive 

DRIVER’S SEAT

A Dual 1209 record player. 
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from Road America isn’t possible. The association 
plans a fall rally. To keep you informed, several auto 
companies provided machines from their press fleets. 
Others offered Zoom conferences for their new vehi-
cle intros. This meant your scribe, whose metrics 
aren’t ideal for invites to various vehicle launches, 
joined the online live alternative.  

Nissan reintroduced its 2020 Frontier truck. It 
needed a sec-
ond kick, as the 
Chicago-show 
premiere 
proved prema-
ture — it took 
longer than ex-
pected to get 
the revised 
pickup ready. 

This midsize hauler gets a livelier direct-injection V-6 
engine and more gears in its automatic transmission 
— the only kind they sell. It arrives in. Yep, the 2020 
model is due when most firms roll out their 2021 
rides. They don’t call it the Lil’ Hustler. Nissan’s rep 
says they’ve killed the sub-$20,000 teaser four-cylin-
der versions; research shows budget shoppers opt for 
used trucks. So, a product line that once was sub-
compact and inexpensive, now is midsize and about 
$28,000. 

FCA presented its new Uconnect 5 via 
Zoom. This touchscreen setup is easier than 
most to use. The latest version — on the 
2021 Pacifica minivan first — has several re-
finements. According to their chief engineer, 
FCA chose an Android-based system because 
it works well with multiple screen sizes. Plus, 
it lets you buy apps from the Uconnect mar-
ketplace. Unlike VW’s Car-Net, you cannot 
pair your “home” data plan with it. But you 
can pair two phones plus get wireless An-
droid Auto or Apple CarPlay.  

Black backgrounds and “negative” space 
serve several purposes. Chrysler says a dark 
background improves operating speed as 
computer memory and processing isn’t tasked 
with fancy graphical displays. VW changed its 

digital displays — likely for the same reason. Graph-
ics, some with 3D-like shadow effects, employ skinny 
stick-like figures — much like those we’re seeing on 
smartphones and pads. These reduced-calorie icons 
supposedly make it easier to place your finger on a 
tap point. This sounds a lot like the story of Henry 
Dreyfuss’ ergonomic Model 500 rotary desk phone 
for Western Electric (Bell Labs). His team added 
those famous aiming dots inside the finger holes to 
improve dialing speed.  

After consulting a number of experts, FCA put all 
radio bands on the same tuning presets. Now, you 
don’t have to pick band first. It put climate control, 
the backup camera and “home” shortcuts on all info-
tainment menu screens. Plus, there’s a new irony: a 
swipe anywhere on the touchscreen takes the display 
to the next tab. So, you don’t have to look at it to 
change a visual device’s display.  

To close your summer edition of the AUTOIST, I’ll 
offer my auto show-and-tell. I am hopeful this detour 
fills the void caused by Detroit canceling its big inter-
national auto show. Take it from me, the Toyota 86 
TRD and its Subaru double aren’t new, but this sports 
coupe chased my COVID-19 blues away. It’s Trd-iffic, 
like a Ghia after it’s had a testosterone treatment. 
The Sonata Limited is snazzy, the Lexus IS300 comes 
up short and Hyundai’s Venue is cute but noisy — 
not my kind of driving arena. VWCA

The Nissan Frontier truck via Zoom. 

Toyota 86 TRD.
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Seeing the light on redo of a windshield 
Richard Van Treuren’s windshield replacement ar-

ticle was a terrific topic (May/June AUTOIST). I 
hadn’t given it much thought since a friend and I re-
placed a windshield in a 1979 pickup truck back in 
the ’80s. I’m convinced now, thanks to his article, 
that I would not try to tackle doing the same on a 
newer vehicle.  

The cracked windshield reminded me of a trip I 
took out to Wyoming several summers ago. I rented a 
car and for the first time decided to purchase supple-
mental insurance. While driving around through the 
beautiful countryside, I noticed that at least half of 
every vehicle I saw had a cracked windshield.  

I assumed the state must have some fairly lax laws 
regarding annual inspections, or possibly even none 
at all. But later I was driving on a gravel road when a 

dump truck came by going the other way. A stone 
flew up and caused a crack right across the entire 
windshield. This happened despite the truck being 
equipped with large mud flaps. I have never had a 
cracked windshield before or after that experience, 
even though there are many quarries around where I 
live and some gravel roads still exist. I see a lot of 
dual and tri-axle dump trucks every day. Maybe 
Wyoming has pointier rocks? I reported the cracked 
windshield when I returned the car and I never 
heard anything more about it.  

Thanks again for your Richard’s articles in the  
AUTOIST! 

Jack Pavie 

Sumneytown, Pa.

Letters

uWe get it, who sends letters — or even email — any more? 

But for members with an urge to share any pertinent auto-

motive thoughts, we’re happy to print yours here. Send via 

email to VWAutoist@icloud.com or the other old-fashioned 

way: 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis MO 63122.



VW AUTOIST        33

☯

Club Store



RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 

 
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen parts, plus a 1974 Volkswa-
gen Super Beetle Baja California, clean title. Old VW Trends maga-
zines. Jose Pagan, Brooklyn, N.Y., (646) 431-4808 
FOR SALE: 1970 Karmann 
Ghia. Well-maintained, nice 
paint and interior, runs and 
drives great. Maintenance 
records from 1990 up. $15,000 
firm. I’m getting too old to 
climb in and out of it. Car is in 
central Texas. Email to bobflocke1@gmail.com 
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-$149.95. 
Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publishers): $9.95-
$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual $37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 
37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 
380-9277. 
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 
1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 
3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and Zuf-
fenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 
(CA). 
BACK AUTOIST ISSUES: Did you know that a limited number of 
copies of past AUTOIST issues are available from our Club Store? Get 
an extra copy of the one that featured your car in an article or just 
to complete your collection. Copies are $5 each including shipping 
and handling. Inquire about issues more than 20 years old. Order 
from Volkswagen Club of America, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 
60542-0154 or check for the most recent issues in our online Club 
Store at VWClub.org.

Classified Ads New Members
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uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by email to 
VWClub@aol.com.

uFROM PAGE 17

ALABAMA: John Horton, Huntsville 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Ting 

Shen, Washington 

FLORIDA: Gregory Tibbetts, Boca 

Raton; Leslie Holst, Sarasota 

ILLINOIS: Sean Gallagher, Arlington 

Heights; Andrew Guetler, Cary; An-

thony Cornacchia, Chicago; Jeff 

Schmidt, Crystal Lake; Steve Jenkins, 

Glenview; Wayne Rostis, Wood Dale 

IOWA: Cory Venable, Cedar Rapids 

MICHIGAN: Michael Caston-Cole-

man, Kentwood 

MISSOURI: Herbert Irons, Ferguson 

NEW JERSEY: Karen Voorhees, New 

Egypt 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Jay Cole, Paw-

leys Island 

TENNESSEE: Jeffery McCartney, 

Jackson 

TEXAS: Joshua Willemin, Fort Worth

Group 47 and 48 batteries, however, have thinner 
10.5mm B3 or B13-style hold-downs. I mention both 
because some sources say B13 bottom hold-downs 
are used. The former has three notches and the latter 
five notches on the long sides and three notches on 
the short sides. Older VWs don’t need the short-side 
attachments, but the long ones must be adapted with 
spacers. These adapter strips snap into the B3 base 
converting it to B4.  

Get two adapter strips: VW part No. 000-815-413. 
These are usually blue. You simply plug the strips 
into B3 bases. There are three holes for the adapter 
prongs. After insertion, you’ve converted newer type 
batteries to safely fasten to your older VW. The strips 
should fit any 47/48 or H5/H6 battery sold through 
car parts stores or big-box discount outfits.  

Ask your dealer for the positive terminal’s cover. 
You’ll want one for installations under the back seat, 
as they protect your car from an electrical short 
caused by seat springs. It is also smart for nearly any 
vehicle as you’re less likely to accidentally wrench 
your way into trouble. A protected positive terminal 
might prevent an electrical short if you, say, touch it 
with a metal tool which is also attached to the vehi-
cle’s ground such as a transmission mount.  

So, there you have it. Two plastic strips adapt 
newer batteries to fit your older VW.  VWCA 

BATTERIES



Parting Shot
Get your motor running ...

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 
allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Check in with 
Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or send an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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Just when you thought the imagination was exhausted on converting Beetle sheet metal into alternate transportation ... say hello to the Volkspods,  
an invention by Brent Walter, @walter_werks on Instagram. You’ll quickly recognize the repurposed Beetle fenders covering a  79cc engine — not 
quite in the class of a lawn mower power plant — mounted to a tiny tubular frame. The frame is attached to a set of 13-inch wheels. Add the handlebars 
and a flat seat and you’ve got a head-turning piece of mobile artwork. 
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