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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

A worthy successor to the classic Beetle?  

O
ne carmaker staged a publicity coup this year. 
After a “virtual” premiere and some website hic-

cups, the company got reservations for 165,000 units 
of an SUV that’s not available at dealerships. And it’s 
not a battery-electric vehicle. It’s Bronco. Yep, Ford’s 
revival of its one-time square body-on-frame trucklet, 
much like VW’s arched New Beetle, evokes an earlier 
era. 

Ford didn’t re-create the bloated version famously 
seen by millions during the 1994 O.J. Simpson chase. 
Check out the Bronco’s Sasquatch package; it’s 
ready to trounce the Jeep Wrangler. The 
breadwinner, however, is a different 
kind of horse — the upright Sport 
model —essentially a car-
like Escape compact 
crossover with 
rugged cladding.  

A bit later in 
September, VW in-
troduced its long-
range battery 
electric vehicle, 
ID.4 — a compact 
SU-VW based on the 
firm’s MEB toolkit. This 
ID doesn’t look a thing like the Thing, 
which had four removable doors, retracting roof and 
fold forward windshield — the Jeep/Bronco of VW’s 
past. Scott Keogh did the presser in Brooklyn. VW 
staged the launch sans the usual smoke, mirrors, 
photographers and journalists. He stood next to a 
satin-draped machine, tossed to pre-recorded Tanner 
Foust for proof of its GTI-like performance and soccer 
star Alex Morgan for an endorsement of its family 
size capacity. Then, we returned to Keogh with the 

unwrapped blue VW. 
Volkswagen claims the ID.4 is the most important 

new VW since the original air-cooled Bug. Yes, espe-
cially after it turned diesel into a dirty word. Heinz 
Nordhoff’s deluxe export VW was an emblem of na-
tional pride, an export sensation. Rather suddenly, 
this slow, smelly, unusual insect-looking vehicle be-
came the powerhouse of subcompact automobiles. In 
short, it was a miracle. The vehicle that Indy 500 
champion Wilbur Shaw in 1954 dubbed the homeli-
est car in the world sold like an IHOP special. It’s dif-

ficult to imagine how the 
ID.4 can repeat that 

feat, although Cali-
fornia’s recent 
proposal to phase 
out sales of new 
internal combus-
tion engine pas-

senger vehicles 
might prove me 
wrong.  
VW, says Mark 

Gillies, wants us to 
focus on the ID.4’s relative affordabil-

ity — even though the base MSRP starts 
around $40,000 before you deduct $7,500 in 

federal tax credits. After that deduction, this Volks-
wagen supposedly costs about what people pay for a 
well-equipped Honda CRV or Toyota RAV4. The pur-
pose, Gillies says, is popularizing the BEV by pitting 
it against regular cars. That’s an idea poached from 
Tesla’s playbook. 

VW maintains that E-curious compact crossover 
shoppers are ready for the ID.4. Its price is lower 
than Tesla’s Model Y or Ford’s Mustang Mach-E but 

uTURN TO PAGE 27
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Small Talk
VW + Audi at a glance

 GAS-VEHICLE BAN:  In a move to ad-
dress climate change and encour-
age a faster transition to electric 
vehicles, California Gov. Gavin 
Newsome ordered the state to 
ban new gasoline-powered vehi-
cles within 15 years. The an-
nouncement was a rebuke to the 
federal government’s challenge of 
California’s strict fuel economy 
rules.  
 CHEAPER IN LONG RUN:  A new 
analysis from Consumer Reports 
reveals that total cost of owner-
ship for electric vehicles, including 
both battery EVs and plug-in hy-
brids, would save $15,000 over 

the life of the vehicle. CR said that 
lower maintenance costs and the 
lower price of electricity more 
than offsets the purchase price of 
a new BEV.   

 TWO SUVs:  The 2020 and 2021 
Atlas and Atlas Cross Sport have 
both earned a 5-Star overall safety 
rating from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. The 
SUVs join the 2020 and 2021 Golf, 
Golf GTI, Jetta and Jetta GLI as 
Volkswagen vehicles with a 5-Star 
overall safety rating. 
 CAR SEATS:  For the second year in 
succession, VW’s Atlas has earned 

NEW & IMPROVED

AWARDS
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 TAOS:  VW isn’t done 
rolling out new internal 
combustion vehicles just 
yet. This fall it intro-
duced a “little brother” 
to the Tiguan and named 
it Taos, which is 9 inches 
shorter in length. The 
new model is positioned 
in the largest U.S. vehicle 
segment, the compact SUV market, where 4 million vehicles were sold 
in 2019 — around 24 percent of the market. Dimensionally, Taos sits at 
the middle of the entry compact SUV space, in contrast to the Tiguan, 
which sits at the top of the compact SUV space. Passenger space is 99.5 
cubic feet — 1.6 cu ft less than the two-row Tiguan — with 28.1 cu ft of 
luggage space behind the second-row seats and 66.3 cu ft with the sec-
ond row folded down.

a spot on Cars.com’s 2020 Car 
Seat Check Honor Roll. The list 
recognizes which family vehicles 
best fit car seats and have easy-to-
use LATCH systems for car seat in-
stallation.  

 2020 PASSAT:  About 1,800 model-
year 2020 Passats are being re-
called to replace the passenger 
frontal air bag. The unit may have 
been folded incorrectly, affecting 
its deployment and increasing the 
risk of injury.  
 NEW APP:  A new government-
backed smartphone app can alert 
driv ers if their ve hi cles are re -
called. After users add the 17-digit 
VIN, the app, called “SaferCar,” 
will search the agency’s data base 
for re calls. The app can also check 
on recalls for child seats, trail ers 
and tires.  

 PAYOFFS HIT $9.8 BILLION:  Buyers of 
VW’s illegal diesel models in the 
U.S. were reimbursed with more 
than $9.8 billion, the Federal 
Trade Commission announced. In 
its fi nal re port on the set tle ments, 
the FTC said more than 86% of 
con sumers com plet ing claims 
chose to re turn their car through a 
buy back or early lease ter mi na tion 
rather than get a re pair. 

EV NEWS

RECALLS

DIESEL SCANDAL



Retro Autoist
From the VWCA archives 
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 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010:  VW fans around the world 
are clamoring to find the latest cool gadget, the Volks-
wagen Original Minibus Toaster. The item was being of-

fered by VW dealers in Japan to the 
first 5,000 customers who brought 
their car in for inspection. A check 
in mid-October of eBay found just 
one for sale, at a “buy it now” 

price of $248 plus $47 for 
shipping, with this ad-
visory: “Bland new in 
box.”   

 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2010:  A Passat BlueMotion, pow-
ered by a 1.6-liter TDI, set a Guinness World Record for 
the longest distance traveled by a standard production 
passenger car on a single tank of fuel. The England-to-
France jaunt covered 1,523.63 miles at an average 
speed of just over 45 mph. Overall fuel consumption 
was 89.83 mpg.  

 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2000:  Longtime VWCA member 
Rita Goldstein, 74, died Aug. 23, 2000, after a long ill-
ness. She was a charter member of the Georgia Regional 
VW Club, also known as the Dogwood City VW Club 
and Volkswagens Over Georgia. (Postscript: Her son, 
Maurice Goldstein, died Sept. 24, 2020, after a long ill-
ness. See obituary on Page 15.)       

 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1990:  A two-seat sports car using 
many styling cues from the original Karmann Ghia is 
slated to be unveiled at the 1991 Frankfurt Auto Show. 
If VW plans to go ahead with production, it’ll be called 
the VW Speedster and would replace the current Cabri-
olet, Car and Driver reports. Price is projected at around 

$15,000 (about $26,600 in today’s dollars). (Postscript: 
never happened.) 

 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1980:  The latest edition to the 
Audi stable is the Coupe GT 5S, and the European 
motor press reports that this new product from Ingol-
stadt is one of the world’s best GT cars in the affordable 

price range. 
At first look, 
one is re-
minded of 
the Audi 
Quattro, less 
front-wheel 

drive, and that’s exactly what Audi marketing experts 
had in mind.  

 DECEMBER 1970:  VWCA affiliate Heart of Illinois mem-
bers held “A Go-Go” rally, and the highlight of that 
prowl was that a checkpoint official (Larry Gilles) was 
suddenly blocked by six Peoria police cars. Officers sus-
pected him of being a “pusher” when he gave out in-
structions to the various drivers who passed his 
checkpoint. The misunderstanding was soon cleared up.  

 DECEMBER 1960:  It’s well known that Volkswagen con-
tributes much to the U.S. economy. Did you know that 
Volkswagen adds millions of dollars in annual tax rev-
enue to federal, state and local governments, employs 
10,000 people and meets a payroll of $1 million a week? 
VW’s manufacturing facilities depend extensively on 
American-bought steel and capital equipment. VW has 
spent $500 million in all phases of its U.S. operation, or 
about $1,000 for each VW sold in America. 

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO
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CAPITAL GAIN
He was in the right place at the right 
time, and his 1971 Beetle paved the 

way to a memorable encounter 

By Fred Ortlip *VWAutoist@icloud.com 

I
n a country badly polarized, many 
fulminated against a divisive law-
and-order president who attacked 
the news media and called his sup-

porters the “silent majority.” Racial up-
heaval helped stir a cauldron of 
protests in major cities, pockmarked 
by rioting, destruction and death. The 
president’s opponents had hoped that 

the approaching election would be a 
beacon for change. ¶ But it wasn’t. 
That president was Richard M. Nixon, 
elected at the height of the tumult in 
1968, and re-elected in a landslide in 
1972, helped by the opposition Demo-
cratic Party in disarray and unnerved 
voters fearful that our democracy was 
crumbling. 
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Like many universities 

during this turbulent era, 
Bowling Green State Uni-
versity in Ohio was a 
campus embroiled in dis-
content over the Vietnam 
War, its decade-long U.S. 
involvement with no ap-
parent end, and a presi-
dent who had escalated 
bombing in adjoining 
Cambodia to unheard of 
levels.  

The height of that dis-
cord took place 135 miles 
to the east of Bowling 
Green on May 4, 1970, 
when 28 members of the 
Ohio National Guard 
fired more than five 
dozen live rounds at protesting Kent State Uni-
versity students, killing four and wounding 
nine others. The students were protesting 
U.S. expansion into neutral Cambodia as well 
as the Guard’s presence on campus.  

Soon after, Neil Young, part of Crosby Stills 
Nash & Young, wrote and composed the coun-
terculture anthem “Ohio,” a song whose haunt-
ing opening guitar riffs and jarring lyrics 
were banned from AM radio playlists in 
parts of the country because of its anti-war 
sentiment:  

Tin soldiers and Nixon coming,  
We’re finally on our own.  
This summer I hear the drumming  
Four dead in Ohio. 
Fast-forward to January 1973, when more than 80 

Bowling Green area war protesters, many poised to 
let their “freak flags” fly, prepared for a bus trip to 
Washington to join thousands from around the coun-
try descending on Washington for Nixon’s inaugura-
tion. BGSU’s sprawling University Hall, completed in 
1915, served as the first-floor home to the campus 
newspaper and was as scruffy as some of its young 
BG News staff members who mulled covering the 

event.  
The editor at the time 

was Katherine Hatton 
and the faculty adviser 
was Emil Dansker. 
Reached earlier this year, 
neither remembered any 
detail about planning for 
the coverage. Neither did 
the photo editor, Marcy 
Lanzer Nighswander. 

But photographer Steve 
Hanson says with a cer-
tain amount of confi-
dence that the meeting 
must have happened on 
Thursday, Jan. 18, two 
days before the inaugura-
tion itself. He said Kath-
leen Fraze, who held the 

title of news editor, probably commenced the 
impromptu gathering among those who hap-
pened to be in the newsroom at the time, in 
effect anyone who wasn’t in class or tending 
to other important campus matters of the 
day, like napping.  

“I was standing there, talking to Fraze, and 
it was like, ‘we’ll go cover this,’” Hanson re-

called earlier this year. “Then there was this 
‘how are we gonna get there — who’s got a 
car?’ … I think it was like a ‘let’s do it’ and 

we left on Friday.”  
Turned out, I was the guy with the car, a 1971 

Volkswagen Beetle, painted in a jolt of orange called 
Clementine, that an uncle had helped me purchase 
new 18 months earlier. As sports editor of The BG 
News, I sat in one of the corners of the newsroom 
and Hanson recalled my role. He said when the car 
question was raised, “somehow you either popped up 
or somebody went to you.” 

Ann Hofbauer, now Sauls, the fourth designated 
staffer, doesn’t remember how she was picked but 
said in an interview, “It was just a fun idea. … I just 
said, ‘I want to go.’” 

I have long lost all memory of the meeting but » 

Highlighted BG News staffers in a 1972-73 yearbook photo. Bottom half, 
from left, Katherine Hatton, Fred Ortlip, Kathleen Fraze; middle, Marcy 
Lanzer Nighswander; upper right, Ann Hofbauer Sauls, Steve Hanson. 

Faculty adviser Emil 
Dansker in 1972. 



8     VW AUTOIST

☯

BEETLE
always assumed that someone 
had called out, “Who’s got a car 
that can get us from here to D.C. 
and back?” I was in the right 
place at the right time, as were 
those who would make the 530-
mile journey: Fraze, then a senior 
from Massillon, Ohio, was 21; 
Hanson, a sophomore from Day-
ton, Ohio, was 19; and Hofbauer, 
a senior from Oregon, Ohio, was 
21. I had just turned 22, a senior 
from Galion, Ohio. 

We couldn’t have dreamed of 
the surprise coming our way.  

In the dead of winter, with no 
idea whether any adverse 
weather lay ahead, this foursome 
would clamber into the Beetle to plod for more than 
eight hours across northern Ohio and the Allegheny 
Mountains via the Pennsylvania Turnpike to the na-
tion’s capital for this historical event. The VW’s 
World War II-era technology was renowned for gen-

erating enough 
cabin heat to pre-
vent frostbite, and 
as long as we de-
scended one of 
many interstate 
downgrades, the 
Beetle’s 60-horse-
power engine easily 
enabled us to hit 
and even surpass 
the 70 mph speed 
limit.  

VW never made 
excuses for a pon-
derous 0-60 clock-
ing of about 16 
seconds, and even a 
print ad then ac-
knowledged with a 

shrug, “It’ll pass most other cars 
on the road. Eventually.” 

Of course, we knew we would 
be covering not the inauguration 
ceremony itself but the accompa-
nying protests. What we didn’t 
know as were headed east on 
that Friday morning was where 
we were staying overnight. Toll-
free phone numbers were not yet 
a thing, credit cards were rare 
and people typically didn’t make 
hotel reservations then anyway 
— thus, the “vacancy” or “no va-
cancy” signs that flashed in color-
ful neon. Sure, someone could 
have dialed directory assistance 
and asked for a Holiday Inn in a 

specific town in a Washington suburb. But we were 
college students on a mission and with little time to 
plan, apparently oblivious to the fact that many thou-
sands would be descending on Washington and re-
quire sleeping quarters for at least a night. 

One thing we apparently did have was ample cash. 
Hanson remembers a “stipend from The BG News,” 
and Fraze said, “I do think Emil scraped up $100 or 
so for our expenses. Heck, he might have shelled it 
out of his own pocket.” Dansker, who turned 90 in 
April, says he doesn’t remember. But chump change 
it definitely wasn’t: Factoring inflation, $100 would 
feel more like $585 today. 

Hanson told me: “I remember the first shift, when 
we left, Kathy was in the right seat next to you. I was 
in the right seat in the back next to Ann. I remember 
because I had my gear, and I was fussing with it. And 

A 1960s Beetle interior, which saw several safety 
updates late in the decade. The 1971 had a padded 
dash and steering wheel plus softer knobs and 
new fresh air vents and shifter. 

Fred Ortlip works in 1971 in the corner of 
the newsroom where sports reporters 
wrote their stories. He’s wearing a T-
shirt honoring Wapakoneta, Ohio — 70 
miles south of Bowling Green — and its 
famous occupant Neil Armstrong, the 
first man on the moon.  

This blue and gold  
license plate is a  

remaining remnant 
of the 1971 Beetle 

that traveled to the  
nation’s capital in 

January 1973.



VW AUTOIST        9

☯
there’s not a lot of leg room in a Beetle, so we had to 
travel light. I probably erred more on the side of 
lenses and equipment versus clothing. But I do re-
member that you solo drove it coming and going.” 

Even if the others had expertise with a four-speed 
manual transmission, I wasn’t going to let someone 
else drive my nearly new car. Or let Fraze and Han-
son muck up the pristine interior with cigarette 
smoke. Fraze reminded me, “You did pull into a rest 
stop once or twice to let us huff and puff outside.”  

The first leg of the smoke-free trip was otherwise 
forgettable, and as we approached the massive truck 
stop at Breezewood, Pennsylvania — two hours from 
the capital — the anticipation grew. Heading south-
east through Maryland, signs for the D.C. suburbs 
began to appear. Gaithersburg, Rockville, North 
Bethesda. Where should we start looking for a place 
to stay?  

Maybe we saw a billboard near Bethesda, but 

that’s where we veered off. And 
because we were four savvy col-
lege students on a mission — 
needing no more than one room 
and two beds — we found a 
hotel where the glow of the va-
cancy sign’s accompanying “no” 
must have been dimmed. In retro-
spect, what was a hotel clerk to 
think of these four bedraggled 
young people, given the concern 
locally of protests and potential 
rioting? Perhaps a displaying of 
press cards — they would have 
been difficult to forge then — and 
Hanson dangling his camera gear, 
a Nikon model FTN and its four 
lenses, were enough assurance 
that we weren’t going to trash 
the place.  

We didn’t linger, refolding our 
tired bodies back into the Beetle 
for the 40-minute jog to the capital. 
On an evening in which the glit-
terati attended inaugural con-
certs and parties, four 
small-town Ohioans were on a 
wide-eyed observation cruise. 

And soon to be in for a shock.  
Fraze picks it up from here, in 

an op-ed piece she wrote in 1985 
as the Akron Beacon Journal pre-
pared to cover President Ronald 
Reagan’s inauguration. “I was 
not invited to Richard Nixon’s second inauguration,” 
she snarled. “Probably because of my jeans.” She 
noted that tens of thousands of outsiders, many like 
her, were watching the insiders that year.  

She wrote further:  
“As Nixon took the oath of office, [the outsiders] 

stood nose to nose in the numbing cold, waving their 
banners, hawking their anti-war buttons and chant-
ing slogans until their throats were raw. They 
marched in outrage and some of them cried. 

“But for us, the real confrontation between »  

Typical buttons sold by 
hawkers during the 
protests. 
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outsiders and insiders came much 
earlier — in an empty side street 
[the evening before], just blocks 
from the White House. 

“We were crammed into a … 
Volkswagen Beetle, and we were 
tired and stiff from the drive. But we 
were celebrating because we had 
made it through the snow and the 
mountains and for one moment, the 
city was magical and it was ours. 

“It was white monuments and 
white lights glaring against a cold 
black sky, and we gawked and forgot 
to be bitter and tough and politically 
aware. 

“Until the sirens started, faint and 
irritating at first, then loud and jar-
ring. The VW hugged the curb as a 
motorcycle cop whipped around the 
corner, then another cop, and an-
other.  

“Fifteen motorcycles sped by us, 
and then the cruisers, and then the 
first black limousine. 

“And then his limousine. 
“The president slumped in the 

back, in his tuxedo, his face pale as 
he flashed past our headlights. 

“If we had been generous, we 
would have said that the man 
looked tired. 

“But we were less than polite. 
“For us, the flamboyant motor-

cade in the middle of the night on a 
deserted street was a symbol of all 
that was wrong, and we howled and 
screeched in protest and jumped up and down in our 
seats until the little VW rocked drunkenly on its 
wheels. 

“He slipped by us without a glance in our direc-
tion. We were insulted. 

“The flashing red lights dimmed. The sirens faded. 

“It was glaring white on black 
again. Silent and very cold.” 

On viewing the motorcade, Hof-
bauer Sauls recalled: “When we real-
ized what it was, we were just 
screaming. I always had the sensa-
tion that the little Volkswagen was 
just jumping up and down. We were 
howling, and we just drove right 
into it.” 

I vividly remember the eruption at 
the instant I saw the presidential 
seal on the Lincoln Continental’s 
door. We had a front-row view, the 
first car among the several vehicles 
held up at the eastbound corner of 
Constitution Avenue and 17th 
Street, a baseball’s lob from the mo-
torcade as it turned north onto 17th. 
Inside this counterculture Volks-
wagen, a symbol for many of the 
anti-war resistance, we might have 
felt a sense of pride that Nixon 
couldn’t have missed glimpsing our 
glow of orange had he turned his 
head only slightly as the motorcade 
rounded the corner.  

In the interview, Hofbauer Sauls 
observed, “We had gotten closer to 
Nixon than most of the people at the 
inauguration.” 

A long day was nearing its end. To 
paraphrase The Band’s lament in its 
1968 hit “The Weight,” we were no 
doubt feeling ’bout half past dead as 
we pulled into Bethesda, at a place 
to lay our heads — albeit in tight 

quarters. And on Saturday, inauguration day, we 
made a smart decision.  

Hanson confirmed Fraze’s memory of catching a 
bus to the capital: “We decided there was no way in 
hell we were driving there and trying to park,” he 
said. “I’m remembering the classic overhead storage 

BEETLE

Two of the two dozen of Steve Hanson’s 
images published in The BG News. Top: 
Masses gather under the Washington 
Monument. Above: Buses carrying pro-
testers line a Washington street. 
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bins, throwing the gear and stuff up there. And I re-
member looking out the windows when we came 
into the city, like, oh, my god, this is just amazing. 
… And we have no credentials, [just] our BG News 
press passes. And we’d just driven to D.C. on a lark 
in a Bug.” 

And this was when we tried to set aside our per-
sonal opinions and embark on reporting the story as 
students aspiring to be serious journalists, the 
mantra we’d heard from Dansker, our adviser, and 
the other Bowling Green Journalism School instruc-
tors.  

Wherever we arrived, we split up, agreeing to 
meet somewhere and at a specific time that no one 
now remembers.  

Hofbauer Sauls recalls standing near a tree and 
seeing a line of police on horses. “All of a sudden, 
the horses turned toward my end of the street and 
began galloping in my direction,” she said. “I figured 
I could get up a tree if I had to.” 

Fraze said: “I don’t remember ever being in any 
danger, but I do remember missing a confrontation 
around the corner somewhere and sniffing the tear 
gas dispersing on the wind. We must have had a 

very good plan on 
where and when to 
meet up again, be-
cause I don’t re-
member anyone 
missing the bus 
back to Bethesda.”  

Though none of 
us recalls how we 
managed to re-
unite, Hofbauer 
Sauls noted, “It 
never even oc-
curred to me that 
we wouldn’t be able 
to catch up with 
each other.” 

For The BG News, 
Fraze wrote three 
stories, including 
the protest 

roundup, noting that “National Park police reported 
about 60,000 persons faced extremely cold winds to 
participate in the half-mile march from the Lincoln 
Memorial to the Washington Monument.”  

Two dozen of Hanson’s photos were published of 
the 20-25 rolls of Kodak Tri-X black-and-white film 
— at 36 images a roll — that he carried. One jarring 
photo showed a 15-foot tall papier-mâché depiction 
of a scowling Nixon with a crown, carrying the like-
ness of a bomb over his shoulder.   

“That was one of those moments, when I saw that 
… it was who and what took the time to put this 
thing together?” Hanson said. “I think in that mo-
ment I was kind of overwhelmed in the awe of it.” 

Under a dual-story headline titled “Not only the 
young protest war…” Hofbauer Sauls found Mat and 
Marie Kauten, 62-year-olds from New Hope, Pennsyl-
vania, whose first demonstration in front of the 
White House was in the late 1940s, seeking amnesty 

Marie and Mat Kauten were veterans of 
a late 1940s protest and returned in 
1973. Ann Hofbauer Sauls contributed 
both this photo and a story of the couple. 

A 15-foot papier-mâché of President Richard Nixon carrying the likeness 
of a bomb, one of Steve Hanson’s photos. 

uTURN TO PAGE 31
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V
W revised the 2020 Tiguan’s lineup and equip-
ment for 2020. According to the folks at Volks, 
it represents a value proposition as now stan-

dard is the driver-assist pack that includes front-, 
side- and rear-traffic assist. You get the Car-Net with 
Wi-Fi standard, too. If you go all out, you can top 
$40,410 for the SEL 
Premium R-Line with 
20-inch wheels, special 
bumpers, heated steer-
ing wheel and even 
heated wiper park. 
There’s a 360-view 
parking feature, 4-Mo-

tion all-wheel drive and wireless phone charger. 
With its chiseled bod, the Tiguan looks quite spiffy 

on its 20-inch wheels. The interior is spacious, its 
handling seems sportier than its chief competitors, 
but this VW has a several annoying quirks. You’ll get 
the details later. 

Drivers get an exer-
cise in Darth Vader-in-
spired drapery — lots 
of black from the head-
liner to seat covers, 
with some glossy pan-
els and metal-like ac-
cents. The soft-touch 

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

IT’S LOADED BEFORE YOU LOAD IT
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dash pad surrounds this vehi-
cle’s instrumentation, an up-
scale touch. Plus, there are 
vent outlet thumbwheels front 
and back. The flat-bottom 
steering wheel’s angle isn’t car-
like, but the firm power-con-
trolled left-front throne is 
supportive and most controls 
intuitive. The small front-cen-
ter armrest isn’t adjustable. So, 
it’s not an ideal right elbow 
perch for highway cruising. 
VW moved the amber-light 
blind-spot warning from the 
side-view mirrors to their 
housings near the front-door windows.  

VW complicates things by hiding the instrument 
brightness on the eight-inch infotainment touch-
screen, where you cannot adjust the video display 
called Digital Cockpit while driving. Another pain 
is riffling through the seat and steering wheel heat 
controls. Press the seat heat button once and the 
bun roaster starts at its highest setting. An info-
tainment menu pops up, depending on your drive 
mode (not visible when reversing because the fun-
house laughable distorted rear-view camera is 
shown), and it’s there where you tap to enable the 
leather-clad steering wheel’s toaster, which took 
the bite out of chilly fall weather.  

If you turn off seat heat by pressing the console 
button, the steering wheel keeps on cooking. You 
must tap the touchscreen icon after tapping the seat 
heat switch, which if the seat heat is off turns it on! 
And should you wish to disable the lane-keep assist, 
you’ve got to press at least two buttons — one on the 
steering wheel left and the other steering wheel 
right. Happily, this item is the first on the driver as-
sist menu. You don’t have to scroll to find it. 

The right front seat has power and manual adjust-
ments. Occupants with gadgets get three USB-A type 
ports, an 1/8-inch audio input, several 12-VDC sock-
ets, two SD card readers and a CD player. The navi-
gation system’s secondary display on the digital 
cockpit went south, asking for a flash-drive insertion. 

This reset itself. The onboard female voice prompts 
were polite. When baffled by a street address, she 
asked for an intersection. 

As you move rearward, the Tiggy’s details cheapen, 
due to hard plastics. VW offsets this with soft door-
card inserts and carpeted stowage bins. The firm 
mid- and optional third-row seats let you remodel 
the cabin with ease. You can release the mid-row 
seatbacks from the cargo bay or at the seats them-
selves. Depending on whether you pull a strap or 
move a seat-top lever, you can adjust for rake, open a 
center pass, fold seats flat or slide and tilt them to 
enter the Lilliputian third row.  

The rear load floor is slightly above the rear open-
ing’s bottom lip. There are two huge and deep side 
wells, which ingest gallons of milk — ideal for » 

The wide-angle rear camera creates a distorted view. 

The 360-degree parking view. 



TIGUAN

14    VW AUTOIST    

☯

backroad romps after a trip to the supermar-
ket. The retracting cargo cover neatly stows 
in a cove below the aft floor. VW lights this 
aft compartment with lights on the rear lid 
and inside the bay. Operating the retracting 
cargo cover often snagged the third-row’s 
shoulder belts; their clips are flimsy. On my 
tester, the Easy Open rear lid didn’t work 
even though I enabled it. You must raise the 
third row — this takes some muscle — to 
extract the spare tire.  

Powering this wagon is a 2.0-liter 184-hp 
turbocharged four-cylinder gas engine, 
which sips regular fuel. It mates to an eight-
speed automatic. The AWD setup has sev-
eral drive modes. I netted 24 mpg overall 
with 28 mpg on the highway. The EPA numbers are 
20-mpg city, 27 highway and 23 combined. When 
you consider its size and weight (3,847 pounds), the 
Tiguan is relatively thrifty. The emissions-cutting 
auto-stop engine enabled itself very quickly after a 
cold start. 

Unfortunately, the engine at low speeds gurgles 
like an unruly child. This and some vibration ruin an 
otherwise docile motoring machine. The eight-speed 
automatic goes through its paces smoothly. Highway 
trips are pleasantly Teutonic as wind, road and en-
gine murmur are subdued. Plus, you have some 
road sense, with good directional stability. Brakes 
are effective and LED automatic headlights lucid. 
Passing isn’t the Tiguan’s specialty — it’s gutless in 
drive, while sport ekes out a bit more enthusiasm. 
And unlike its low-speed rowdiness, it doesn’t whine 
while its struggling.  

Ride quality on those 20-inch donuts is flinty. On 
some surfaces, the stability program kicks in due to 
their thumps. On the smoothest routes, they seemed 
responsive and placid, but expansion joints were as 
conspicuous as warts. This Tiggy went through my 
cloverleaf test, posting a respectable speed. Forward 
collision abatement clamps the binders before you hit 
a concrete parking block. 

For 2020, VW moved up into JD Power’s top 10 in 

its Initial Quality Study. My Tiguan sampler came up 
short as a $40,000 chariot. There’s a lot to like, it’s 
very well equipped and guiding it down the inter-
state offers more driver engagement that some rivals 
— with an unintrusive lane-keeping function — as I 
set it. Yes, it’s loaded but the engine noise and an un-
friendly user interface need careful scrutiny. Tiguan 
owners I surveyed wished they bought more features. 
For 2020, VW delivers some of those items in the 
same useful box. VWCA 

Tiguan’s middle row seating.

Cargo space is a 37.6 cubic feet in Tiguans with two-row configuration, 
more than in a Subaru Forester or Ford Escape, on par with the Honda CR-
V but less than in a Nissan Rogue.
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MAURICE GOLDSTEIN • 1952-2020

M
aurice Goldstein, who grew up a VWCA family 
member as son of a former club president, died 

Sept. 24, 2020, after a long illness. He was 68 and 
lived in Stone Mountain, Georgia.  

According to his obituary, he worked in the auto-
motive industry for more than 30 years, displaying 
his love for cars and people. Through his passion for 
Volkswagens and visiting with friends, he loved to 
travel. He was characterized as being caring, 
a point confirmed by VWCA President Shell 
Tomlin.  

“Maurice was resourceful and reliable and, 
even facing serious health issue, continued 
to remain upbeat about the club and its 
members,” Tomlin said. “From my perspec-
tive, his friendship will be sorely missed.” 

Tomlin said Mr. Goldstein was the driving 
force behind the VWCA’s 58th convention in 
August 2013 in Chattanooga, Tennessee.   

“This had been talked about for several years, but 
Maurice got it done,” Tomlin said. “He established a 
rapport with the management of the VW Assembly 
Plant and secured an exclusive tour of the factory for 
our convention attendees.” 

Mr. Goldstein was born to the late Max Goldstein, 

VWCA president from 1970 to 1974, and Rita Gold-
stein. In 1971 he became president of the Dogwood 
City VW Club (established in 1960) based in Atlanta, 
later renamed Volkswagens Over Georgia. 

He had a life-long love of VWs. His large VW toy 
collector regularly was on display at club conven-
tions. In 2013, he traded his 2001 New Beetle in for 
a 2013 Jetta SportWagen TDI (pictured below).  

In an email to fellow enthusiasts, he 
wrote, “I opted to get an automatic transmis-
sion (in case my wife needs to drive it and 
it’s much easier on these old arthritic knees). 
The six-speed Tiptronic unit performs very 
well! Shifting is very smooth, so my ‘Herr 
Wagenmeister’ is a TRUE JOY to drive!” 

Among the survivors are his wife of 44 
years, Margaret; son Matthew; daughter 
Mandy; two sisters; and his stepmother, 

Eileen Goldstein.  
A memorial service was held Sept. 27, 2020, at 

A.S. Turner and Sons Funeral Home in Decatur, Geor-
gia.   

In lieu of flowers, donations to help the family with 
expenses can be sent via Venmo, an online payment 
service to @Margaret-Goldstein-6. VWCA 

Goldstein

Enthusiast was a longtime VWCA member
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I
  have always had an interest in Volkswagen vehi-
cles. Shortly after finishing a “revival” of my 1973 
Beetle, I began to explore the possibility of acquir-

ing a VW Thing. For six years, it was a dream and a 
mind game as I searched the internet almost every 
night. During this time, my wife patiently listened to 
my findings and complaints about price and condi-
tion.  

Then, an amazing event happened eight years ago. 
I found a 1974 Thing for sale just 15 miles from 
home. Even better, the seller was someone whom I 
had run into at VW shows and even bought parts 
from in the past. At my wife’s suggestion, I bought 
the Thing despite my practical concerns about stor-
age and cost. As is true with most of my wife’s sug-
gestions, it was a good one. 

Fortunately, I was able to 
add onto the rear of our 
garage to make room for my 
newly found treasure. 

When I purchased the 
Thing it had 35,500 original 
miles, original paint, engine, 
trans, etc. and three previous  
owners. It has undergone 
some minor modifications: 
the first owner added fog 
lights, which were a dealer 
option in 1974. The second 
primed the floor (Things had 

no carpeting, 
just metal floors 
with “Swiss 
cheese-like” 
rubber floor 
mats). He also 
primed some 
surface rust 
spots and cov-
ered them with 
a paint that’s 
about five 
shades too dark! The third owner re-covered the 
front seat bottoms and replaced the original low 
backs with 1972 Beetle high backs, all covered in the 
correct vinyl that matches the original backseats. He 

also added an optional glove 
box door (Things came from 
the factory with only a bin 
for storage; the glove box 
door was a dealer-installed 
option with a VW part num-
ber). He also added an after-
market radio and replaced 
the soft top with a factory-
correct reproduction from the 
Thing Shop, a well-known 
provider of Thing parts. 

Being the fourth owner, I 
wanted to maintain as much 

By Steve Midlock *SMidlock@stfrancis.edu

A view of the 1.6-liter engine, which develops just 46 HP. 

HERE’S THE 

THING...
Six-year search yields a classic VW  

that produces smiles everywhere it goes  
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originality as I could, 
but with some im-
provements having 
been done by the previ-
ous owners, I felt com-
fortable making 
modifications of my 
own: To make the 
primed floors look fac-
tory-fresh, I painted 
over the multiple 
shades of primer with 
factory-correct black 
paint. I also had a body 
and paint supply shop mix the 
correct shade of Blizzard White 
so I could touch up the previ-
ously primed spots. Rather 
than ordering replicas of the 
original rubber floor mats, 
which aren’t a good idea over 
unpadded metal floors, I opted 
for World War II reproductions 
of the duck boards used in the 
Thing’s ancestor, the Kübelwa-
gen. 

The Thing’s mileage is docu-
mented on the titles, copies of which have been 
handed down by the previous owners. The first 
owner purchased it from a VW dealer in Oak Lawn, 
Ill., in January 1975. He kept it for 10 years and 
logged 25,000 miles during that time. The second 
owner purchased it in 1985 and drove it 9,000 miles 
until 2008, when he sold it to the third owner, who 
put 1,500 miles on it in four years and then sold it to 
me in July 2012.  

The Thing has an interesting history, beginning as 
a Kübelwagen (“bucket car”) during World War II. 
They served in Europe and Africa. The Schwimmwa-
gen was a variation that could navigate water and 
land, having a prop that connected directly to the 
rear-mounted engine. After the war, Kübelwagens 
and all other military vehicles were banned by Allied 
Forces to prevent any uprisings. 

In 1968, VW put the Thing into production for use 

by the German military 
until 1980. As VW con-
templated how long it 
could market the Bee-
tle as its mainstay, offi-
cials began to seek 
other vehicles to diver-
sify the corporation’s 
portfolio. One such of-
fering was the Thing, 
which in 1973 was 
available to the Ameri-
can public as an alter-
native to the popular 

Jeep. VW executives believed 
so much in the traction superi-
ority of a rear-mounted, rear-
wheel drive vehicle, that they 
did not see the need for a four-
wheel drive vehicle.  

Much like its wartime prede-
cessor, the Thing is a primitive 
vehicle. There is no sound 
proofing, no amenities such as 
power steering, power brakes, 
or even roll-up glass windows. 
But, it is fun to drive! The 

phaeton-styled soft top folds down; the doors and 
vinyl windows come off easily, and the windshield 
folds down to transform the Thing into a beach 
buggy. With its 6½ inches of ground clearance, its 
bus-like transmission and various skid plates to pro-
tect the engine and axles, it is agile traveling through 
sand. 

Unfortunately, its rather steep price ($3,000; the 
equivalent of about $17,500 today) was $1,000 
higher than that of a Beetle, and its lack of four-wheel 
drive kept sales low. Just over 24,000 were sold in the 
USA in 1973 and 1974. Toward the end of 1974, the 
U.S. government decided that the Thing could no 
longer be marketed as a truck, which had less strin-
gent safety standards than passenger cars. That 
marked an end to the Thing in the USA, but it contin-
ued to be used by the German army until 1980. 
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RHODE ISLAND 
EAST PROVIDENCE: SCOTT VW, 777 TAUNTON AVE., 401-438-
5555 
WAKEFIELD: SPEEDCRAFT VW, 104 OLD TOWER HILL RD., 401-
783-3304 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
SPARTANBURG: VIC BAILEY VW, 2671 REIDVILLE ROAD, 864-585-
2492 

TEXAS 
AMARILLO: STREET VW OF AMARILLO, 8707 PILGRIM DR., 806-
350-8999, streetvw.com, P-20 A-20 L-20 AC 
ARLINGTON: RANDY HILEY VW OF ARLINGTON, 1400 TECH CEN-
TRE HWY., 817-575-6100, AC 
AUSTIN: CHARLES MAUND VW, 6900 BURNET RD., 512-458-
1111, P-10 A-10 L-10 

HOUSTON: ARCHER VW, 10400 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY, 713-272-
1700 
KILLEEN: AUTOMAX VW, 3301 E. CENTRAL TEXAS EXPY, 254-699-
2629, P-15 A-20 L-10 
SAN ANTONIO: NORTH PARK VW, 21315 W. INTERSTATE 10, 800-
611-0176, P-10 A-10 L-10 

UTAH 
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200, 
P-15 A-15 L-10 AC 

VIRGINIA 
ALEXANDRIA: ALEXANDRIA VW, 107 W. GLEBE RD., 703-684-
8888, alexandriavw.com, P-12.5 A-12.5 L-12.5 AC 
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700, P-
15 A-15 L-15 AC 
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-
9000 
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6900 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-
4830 

STAUNTON: VALLEY VW, 314 LEE-JACKSON HWY., 540-213-6800 
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990 

WASHINGTON 
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-
5280 
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230 
KIRKLAND: VW OF KIRKLAND, 12612 NE 124TH ST., 415-898-
2500, P-10 A-10 L-10 ($200 MAX) 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 
SPOKANE VALLEY: AUTO NATION VW SPOKANE, 10006 E. 
SPRAGUE AVE., 509-892-2240 

WEST VIRGINIA 
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. 
SW, 304-744-1561, P-10 A-10 L-10 

WISCONSIN 
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON 
ROAD, 608-241-5201, P-10 A-10 
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them whenever 

possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy you. 

Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership cards. Dis-

counts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means a 15 percent dis-

count on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent discount on labor. AC 

means dealers service air-cooled VWs.  

Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it might 

be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST and VWCA membership card when  

requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB 

VW DEALERS
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SUPPORT THE DEALERS  
WHO SUPPORT VWCA

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-405-
2650, P-10 A-10 L-1 

COLORADO 
FORT COLLINS: ED CARROLL MOTOR CO., 3003 S. COLLEGE AVE., 
970-226-3000, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

CONNECTICUT 
DANBURY: DANBURY VW, 29 SUGAR HOLLOW RD., 203-744-
5201, P-10 A-10 L-10 

FLORIDA 
JACKSONVILLE: VOLKSWAGEN OF ORANGE PARK, 7220 BLAND-
ING BLVD., 904-269-2603, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

INDIANA 
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 1701 SAGAMORE PKWY S, 
765-446-1849 

MICHIGAN 
FARMINGTON HILLS: SUBURBAN VW OF FARMINGTON HILLS, 
37911 GRAND RIVER, 248-471-0800, P-5 A-5 L-5 
KALAMAZOO: MAPLE HILL VW, 5622 W. MAIN ST., 269-342-6600 
MUSKEGON: VW OF MUSKEGON, 1860 E. STERNBERG RD., 231-
799-2886 

MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY: MOLLE VW, 808 W. 103RD ST., 816-941-9500 

OHIO 
COLUMBUS: BYERS IMPORTS, 401 N. HAMILTON RD., 614-864-
5180, P-10 A-10 L-10 
DAYTON: WHITE-ALLEN EUROPEAN AUTO, 648 N. SPRINGBORO 
PIKE, 937-291-6000 

PENNSYLVANIA 
LEESPORT: AUDI READING, 2746 BERNVILLE ROAD (RT. 183), 
610-777-6500, AC 

WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 
206-634-3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

CANADA 
MARKHAM, ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, 
905-513-8820, P-10 A-10 L-10 

ARIZONA 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-

778-9305, L-5, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 
CALIFORNIA 

PLACENTIA: MOORE PARTS SOURCE, mooreparts.com, 714-666-
6688, ONLINE-ONLY PARTS 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON 
AVE., 805-964-6554, topshopautosb.com, P-10 A-10 L-10 (NOT 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER), GENERAL AUTO REPAIR 
 

ILLINOIS 
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PU-
LASKI RD., 708-422-7548, AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 
708-422-9272, PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

KENTUCKY 
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-
3511, importdoktor.com, AUTO REPAIR & BODY SHOP 

MASSACHUSETTS 
NORTH WEYMOUTH: MURPHY BROTHERS, 547 BRIDGE ST., 781-
335-5000, INDEPENDENT DEALER 

MICHIGAN 
MILLINGTON: BARNUM'S BUG BARN, 7693 VASSAR ROAD, 989-
871-9880, AC 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, munks.com, AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR SHOP 

NEW YORK 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 
315-789-2200, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST IN 
VW & AUDI AUTOMOBILES 

WISCONSIN 
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N. LYERLL AVE., 800-
558-8955, VW PERFORMANCE PARTS 

RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 
401-789-7720
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THING

Interestingly, VW started a 
production trend with the Thing. 
It is the first vehicle whose parts 
were made in Germany and 
shipped to Mexico for painting 
and assembly. They were then 
imported to the USA for sale. Al-
though such a practice is quite 
common today, the Thing pio-
neered it. 

As much as I enjoy the Thing, I 
also want to preserve it. So in 
eight years, it’s covered only 
about 2,100 miles, typically at 
cruise nights, which are six 
blocks from my house, and the 
occasional joy ride to run er-
rands.   

Wherever I go, the 
Thing is guaranteed to at-
tract attention. It’s a mag-
net for people who want 
to reminisce.  

Here are some of those 
moments. 

After parking at 
Menards and walking to-
ward the entrance, the 
driver of a VW Eos pulled 
into my path and asked if 
I owned the Thing. He 
proceeded to tell me how 
he had followed me just 
to get a closer look. After a friendly conversation 
about his VWs, including a Rabbit Cabriolet, he 
asked if he could take pictures. He wanted to share 
them with his son, who had never seen one.  

At a local cruise night, a woman was looking at the 
Thing, telling her 12-year-old son that her first car 
had been a Thing. I encouraged her to sit in it, and 
she and her son soaked it all in for a good 15 min-
utes. He seemed fascinated by his mother’s stories 

about her experiences in the 
Thing.  

At another cruise night, a 90-
year-old man hobbled over, en-
thusiastically telling his wife 
about the television shows and 
movies that had featured the 
Thing. He thanked me for the 
memories that my Thing had 
brought him. 

At a stop sign on a residential 
street, an electrician van pulled 
up, and the driver began asking 
questions about the Thing. I 
learned that he had owned one 
in his younger years. We had a 
nice conversation filled with his 
stories and fond memories of the 
Thing. 

While driving the Thing 
on a busy street, a Jeep 
Wrangler approached 
from the opposite direc-
tion. As I got closer, I 
could see a big smile of 
the Jeep driver’s face. He 
actually gave me a “Jeep 
wave.”  

Needless to say, I get a 
lot of thumbs-up signs 
from passers-by. The 
Thing attracts attention, 
especially at cruise nights, 
despite being parked next 

to muscle cars costing several times more than what 
the Thing cost. But the most rewarding aspect is the 
smiles that the Thing brings to others. In our busy 
world, we don’t realize the joy that simple things can 
bring. 

Being a rather rare vehicle and one that is an an-
swer to my dreams, the Thing has found a long-term 
home. It represents an interesting history, and I see 
myself as its caretaker. VWCA

uFROM PAGE 17



Letters
Turning the tables  

Thanks for Cliff Leppke’s “flashback” on turntables 
in the July/August AUTOIST. 
 I used to work for Lafayette Radio back in the 

early ’70s, and I used to sell those turntables! 
 We sold the Duals along with the Garrad Zero-

100s.  
 I do like the Panasonic Turntables. Direct drive, no 

belts to replace. Speed was locked in. Belts would in-
duce wobble in the speed. 

Dave Horning 

Parma Heights, Ohio 

 

Charged up over battery tips 
I found and appreciated Cliff Leppke’s article in the 

July/August AUTOIST on VW batteries fitting in older 
air-cooleds with the two plastic strips. I’m picking my 
strips and new battery up today for my ’68 Ghia that 

has been in a two-year restoration after a fire. 
I’m new to the VW Club and really like the AUTOIST. 

John Godwin 

Chicago 

uHOW TO REACH US:  Send email to VWAutoist@icloud.com or by 
mail to 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis, MO 63122.
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The Frontdriver
BY RICHARD G. VANTREUREN *rgvant@juno.com

Shining light on a Touareg bulb change  

R
emembering the joke about one psychiatrist 
changing a lightbulb — it took time, patience and 

the lightbulb itself having to want to change — the 
stage is set to follow up on what happened after Mr. 
T’s dashboard lightbulb warning light indicated all 
was not right in the kingdom. 

This helpful indicator had lit up in the past, with a 
quick perimeter check revealing it was calling atten-
tion to a burned out filament in the tail group. Nice 
to know, before one was told so by a ticket-writing 
peace officer. Proving so unevent-
ful it seemed unworthy of report-
ing, I hopefully did mention the 
repair’s surprising ease. Pop off the 
access discs,  loosen and remove 
Phillips screws, swing out group, 
R&R bulb, reinstall.  

No horror stories from days of 
Rabbit past, where the click-click-
clicking of the turn signal led to a 
bad front directional signal. 
Burned out filament? Hardly — 
the bulb was often rusted to its re-
ceptacle, or the whole assembly 
was so corroded it had to be re-
placed in toto, or the stripped-out 
screws had become part of the 
bumper – you may remember the 
drill. (And perhaps the easy-out.) 

Happily, the Touareg gracefully allowed bulb re-
placement without even a lot of dirt packed in and 
around the tail assembly’s edges. Not a hint of corro-
sion, water intrusion, stripped fasteners or plastic 
crumble, even after more than a decade in Florida. 
So, when this latest malady proved to be a dead 
headlamp, I was optimistic, if ignorant, as to where 

to start. A visit to O’Riley’s got me a new bulb, about 
$17, which their books showed to be right for the ’08 
T’s. Next, with the cost of digital-only repair manuals 
out of the question, it was — as the commercial says 
— to the Cloud! 

Sure enough, a Google search revealed a video 
showing how the forward light group assembly’s un-
derhood male hex-head retainer was loosened with a 
socket. Then a long screwdriver or drift was used to 
depress the spring, allowing the assembly to slide 
out. (One was optimistic the outboard bulb could be 

changed without having to discon-
nect the power connector.) How-
ever, as I examined Mr. T, I found 
no hex retainer or hole for a spring 
to be depressed. Back to the 
Cloud. 

Seems at some production point 
— perhaps when Touareg became 
Touareg 2 — the headlight assem-
bly was revised. Having no idea 
whether this was because the 
steerable headlights were an op-
tion, or the type of bulb being an 
option, I found another video 
showing what looked like Mr. T’s 
setup. 

 I struggled for a bit de-mating 
the electrical connector, as it did 

not seem possible there was enough slack to allow 
access. A small white plastic retainer (arrow, above-
left) is rotated to the release position. Then the as-
sembly’s outboard side is punched sharply to snap 
the assembly out of its structural guides and retain-
ers. It slips out easily, and to my amazement, the va-
cancy was amazingly clean. (Little dust and grit 
collected in more than 100,000 miles.) 
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 We took a moment to admire the 

miniature plastic drive drain that links the 
headlights to the steering wheel when 
one hits the brights — the cute steerable 
beams (picture at right) I so enjoy work-
ing side to side on our curvy driveway. 

A rubber dust cover pops off to reveal 
the main blub assembly and surprise — 
the O’Riley parts listing has shown a regu-
lar halogen bulb, while Mr. T clearly had 
Xenon installed. I disconnected its fat lead 
and found the square-based bulb assem-
bly easily twisted out. 

Happily, we still had the Eos roadwor-
thy for the return trip into town, where 
O’Riley cheerfully exchanged the halogen 
for the Xenon we needed ... as we became aware we 
are now in the age of the $100 light bulb. The 

counter man kindly changed the plastic mounting 
ring over to the new bulb (above). 

Once in its mounting ring (arrow, right), replace-
ment back into the metal housing is pretty much 
Murphy-proof; even the fat electrical lead can only 
install one way. Replacing the rubber dust cover, the 
light group assembly did not exactly leap back into 
its mounting hole. However, once the runners were 
lined up with their receptacles, a little palm pound-
ing snapped the assembly back into place. What a re-
lief the warning light stayed out when Mr. T returned 
to the road. 

 
Need a psychiatrist for a $60 bulb? 

Our Silence Twister airplane kit came without a 
tail light, and the smallest available assembly sold 

was thrice too big for the tail’s rudder airflow. Using 
only its bulb and mount and aerodynamically hiding 
its homemade housing in the tail wheel’s slipstream 
seemed clever until the 1, 2 and 3 iterations were 
knocked off when transiting from grass strip to paved 
taxiway. 

Latest idea awaiting flight testing (as of this writ-
ing) uses a Walmart bead collector’s container (clear 
threads on its screw-top lid) to protect the Florida-
made $60 LED bulb with its odd, unsymmetrical bay-
onet base. If it prevents even one midair close call, 
easily worth many times the price. VWCA 

uGOT A STORY?  Or a quip, a point of view, a problem, a so-
lution? Let us know! Email VWAutoist@icloud.com
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Activities return with safety in mind     

W
e’ve always said that participation in local chap-
ter activities is a huge part of  “enjoying your 

VW to the fullest.” It is the purpose of this column, 
therefore, to highlight these events and activities, 
give the planners and organizers a little recognition 
for their efforts and perhaps inspire other chapters to 
try some of the unique and fun ways we enjoy our 
VWs. Here are some of the highlights:  
 BADGER BEETLES FUNCLUB, MILWAUKEE:  The Badgers  
have stressed the importance of keeping their VWs 
exercised during these periods of little use. Mainte-
nance is still required even though the car is not 

driven regularly. And wait – can it be? Still another 
camp-out is planned for later in the fall. Those Wis-
consin members are a hardy group! 
 NORTHEAST ILLINOIS VOLKSWAGEN ASSOCIATION, LISLE:  
NIVA has organized several cruise-type events to 
keep their members in touch, while providing a driv-
ing event to exercise those VWs — both old and new. 
They have also held a few camping events, giving 
members a chance to show off their latest rigs while 
sharing tales around the campfire. 
 STATELINE VOLKS FOLKS, ROCKFORD, ILL.:  Stateline mem-
bers joined with the NIVA folks for a cruise-in to the 
Dog-N-Suds in Grayslake, Ill. (photos at left).  Such 
events are becoming more popular lately, taking ad-
vantage of outdoor venues that facilitate social dis-
tancing. Also gaining popularity is the Drive-In 
Theater night. Yes, there are still a few of these in 
Illinois, and they appreciate whatever business we 
can give them. 

Check our website, VWClub.org, for listings of 
these and other future events. Now more than ever, 
you’ll need to check for the latest updates there — 
and even some events that were announced too late 
to make the AUTOIST publication schedule. And if 
your local chapter is planning an event, contact us at  

VWclub@aol.com and we’ll post it on our site. 
We’re waiting to hear from you! 

Finally, this column is in need of a member to 
compile the activities of our local chapters and 
send them bimonthly to the AUTOIST editor. You’ll 
find it fun to learn about the clever and innova-
tive events developed by our local chapters and 
share them with other members. If you’re the 
one, contact VWCA at VWClub@aol.com or di-
rectly to the AUTOIST editor at 
VWAutoist@icloud.com. We’re waiting to hear 
from you!  VWCA 

Local Volks
Activities of VWCA affiliates
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slightly more than Hyundai’s Kona or Kia’s Niro. Due 
to its 12-module underbody housed-in-aluminum 
battery pack that’s bolted to the “frame” (sort of like 
the Beetle’s backbone squished), the ID.4’s interior 
volume is nearly as spacious as the Tiguan, even 
though its exterior is shorter. The flat floor and chair-
like seating appear 
family friendly. And 
the cargo bay looks 
very useful. 

VW, however, can-
not escape its Beetle 
past — even when 
introducing an EV 
station wagon. 
Thus, Keogh 
pointed out similar 
driveline traits: the 
Beetle’s rear engine 
drove the rear wheels, the ID.4 rear motor propels 
the rear wheels, too. But the ID’s compact rear AC 
motor’s layout pays homage to the VW Squareback. 
The latter’s innovative low-profile suitcase-style en-
gine slid below a rear load floor, letting VW enter the 
small-wagon space race. 

Gillies says ID development, during a pandemic, 
took more coordina-
tion time. Lots of tele-
conference calls were 
required because you 
couldn’t pop into 
someone’s office to 
get a question an-
swered. VW modified 
how the press partici-
pated in the ID’s roll-
out. A select group of 
scribes got invites to a 
sanitized, one-by-one 
walk-around and later 
driving opportunity. 
In contrast, those who 

wanted to preorder the ID.4 overloaded VW’s web-
site, Gillies said. Some suggested the website crash 
was either a publicity stunt or poor planning. But 
Gillies said VW simply didn’t expect so many orders. 
All 2,000 of the 1st Edition models were snapped up 
within eight hours. At the time I talked to Gillies, 
about 1,200 had opted for the Pro model. 

There’s no talk of 
the KdF Car’s sav-
ings scheme. That 
moment in prewar 
Beetle history had a 
quarter million 
savers signed up in 
less than 18 months 
— which still wasn’t 
enough to post a 
profit based on the 
car’s projected pro-
duction cost. But 

VW will allow for an ID.4 lease program.  
Expect VW’s BEV rollout to unfold in stages. While 

about 600 of VW’s American dealers will sell and 
service it, the first batch from Zwickau heads late this 
year toward states with zero emissions mandates 
such as California. More will come in 2021. Eventu-
ally, a less expensive Chattanooga-built base model 
will arrive in 2022. This final stage might repeat the 
original Beetle’s production story. As VW automated 
its production in the late 1950s, it found economies 
of scale that led to price cuts. 

Each ID.4 comes with three years of free charging 
by Electrify America, an outfit funded by VW money 
as settlement for its diesel emissions skirting. My 
area, Milwaukee, has only one such charging point, 
so this doesn’t sound all that exciting in the short 
term. But on VW’s website you can calculate whether 
the ID.4 can get you where you’re going. I tried a 
Milwaukee-to-Chicago round trip, a common trek in 
my parts. VW says the 250-mile EPA-rated range can 
do it. And if you charge up at home using an off-peak 
charging plan, the car is going to be cheap to feed.  

As a design statement, the ID has aerodynamic 

DRIVER’S SEAT
uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-
utor since 1993, has upgraded his 
wheels since getting his first car in 
the early ’60s. 
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contours. The styling isn’t an exercise in future-
shock. Therefore, it echoes the profiles of other com-
pact SUVS — although VW’s version is mostly free of 
gratuitous Frank Gehry origami of metal with off-
roadish cladding such as the RAV4. Therefore, it will 
blend in rather than stick out.  

Gillies says the ID.4 introduces new concepts in 
packaging due to the fact it doesn’t need things re-
quired with a gasoline engine. So we get a large VW 
logo at its front, some functional grille-work and 
other decorative bits. Because the battery pack is 
mounted low and doesn’t intrude much into the liv-
ing room, designers opened their imaginations and 
did playful things. The instrument cluster, for exam-
ple, is a video display panel attached to the steering 
column. It moves with the tilt-telescope column. 
Whether this offers a good view of its data isn’t clear, 
but VW lets the thing float in an unencumbered man-
ner, and perhaps the head up display and LED com-
munication strip at the windshield’s bottom provide 
the necessary details. This EV turns itself on when 
you’re inside. Twist a knob on the instrument panel’s 
right side for forward or reverse.  

VW also discarded the usual climate control knobs. 
And most other dials too, replaced with a central 
tablet-like infotainment display. Those who’ve tried it 
say the volume sensor strip works well enough. Hand 
motions let you change screen menus without touch-
ing it. Voice-command vehicle operation (say “Hello, 
ID”) is reportedly clunky. The interior’s shapes and 
hues evoke words such as clean, crisp and simple.  

Unlike a vintage Deluxe Beetle sedan, which had 
few factory options, the ID.4 is loaded with gadgetry. 
And you can add more goodies or increase infotain-
ment screen size by selecting two additional trims: 
Statement for $4,500 (includes illuminated front VW 
logo, signature lighting and panoramic roof) and 
then add Gradient for $1,500 (black roof with silver 
trim and 20-inch wheels). The 1st Edition has both. 
All-wheel drive is another future feature ($3,680). 
Gillies says VW’s world strategy is to focus on 
streamlined trims. The buying structure uses names 
rather than letters (S, SE and SEL). This and the 

trademarks for devices such as IQ.Drive (driver as-
sist), ID.Light and Discovery Pro navigation align this 
new VW with consumer electronics marketing, Gillies 
says.  

In sum, the ID.4 isn’t small, slow or the most sea-
worthy car on the road. It’s a compact crossover-like 
BEV. This vehicle size suits American taste for some-
thing useful for daily commutes or toting some gear. 
It’s practical and its range, charging time and per-
formance are agreeable. It might be the right kind of 
EV for those who don’t need drag-strip bragging 
rights.  

Behold the humble toolbox 
A proverb says teach a man to fish and he’ll eat for 

a day, teach a man how to fish and you feed him for 
a lifetime. Maybe. There’s a fish-eating limit in my 
area due to water pollution. And changes to our 
freshwater ecosystem — invasive species, etc., have 
cut into the populations of the most-desired tasty 
fish.  

The column’s gist isn’t whether fish is safe to eat. 
Instead, it’s about hand-me-ups for the automotively 
inclined. You need useful knowledge (how to) and 
tools of the trade (nets, rod, reel, bait). If you’ve got 
a bug for motorized things, a toolbox and its fixings, 
plus some form of formal training, are essential parts 
of the step up mechanical eco system. 

My parents gave me a gray Sears Craftsman tool-
box with red compartmentalized tray and a plethora 

DRIVER’S SEAT
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of automotive-minded standard and 
metric wrenches, screwdrivers, hack-
saw and the like as a high school 
graduation gift. Smart. 

I’m not sure whether Dad picked 
its contents or it was a Sears cata-
logue special, as mine doesn’t match 
the yearly Sears tool-book offerings 
— but the basics are right. 
And that toolbox fit 
into my Beetle’s 
“frunk” and later 
Squareback’s.  

Perhaps tool-
boxes are a Leppke 
family transition tradi-
tion because they di-
vert you out of your 
dad’s stash. Dad’s a 
gifted machinist who is particular 
about his tools. Geez, he’d know 
whether you shagged his yellow-han-
dle screwdriver. I cannot tell you 
how many times I was busted for not 
returning one of his prized devices to 
its exact home. His precision with 
tools rivals NASA’s capacity to move 
spacecraft. In fact, my father de-
signed electrical circuits used in sub-
marines.  

Anyhow, I’m not certain whether I 
showed I was toolbox grateful. It’s 
not exactly flashy like a Rolex — just 
sort of looks plain Jane in its gray 
case. But it ticked off several impor-
tant tabs: one, tool quality was pretty 
good — an important feature, as my 
auto-shop instructor drilled us to 
look for well made items. Plus, there 
was the second feature — a no quib-
ble warranty — Solid as Sears, or so 
it seemed. One, or make that two, 
nice items were the half-inch and 
three-eighths-inch ratchet wrenches 
— quick release type with fine teeth 

— love them. No quarter-inch ratch-
ets, however, although it has a socket 
type quarter-inch nut driver.  

Many sockets and the combo 
wrenches, however, were 12-point 
types, I’ve returned those that broke, 
rounded off or just didn’t cut it for 
six-point ones. An example: I tried 
removing the front shock from my 

Squareback and 
in the process 
cracked a socket. 

Dad rescued me 
with heat (a torch) 
and his six-point 
socket wrench. 
Done. And there’s 
the time I wrecked 

Dad’s half-inch open- 
end wrench by turning a bicycle 
pedal the wrong way. Sears replaced 
it.  

The untutored should proceed 
with care; you can wrench or tweak 
yourself into trouble. But a toolbox 
opens your imagination. While my 
co-workers, whose cars I’ve mended, 
think I learned everything automo-
tive from my dad, I must say he  
pointed me toward competent auto 
repair by doing it himself. He did 
everything from engine rebuilds to 
body repairs. When in doubt, just put 
it in the Studebaker hydraulic press 
with three control pedals! I’m kid-
ding, but you can do a lot with that 
press. 

My lessons at home involved per-
forming routine automotive tasks—
sort of like a steaming rice until the 
master chef lets you advance. Dad 
said he didn’t get time to do what he 
wanted because of his kids’ mechani-
cal or electrical problems. Ah, but 
does your dad make you hone » 
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DRIVER’S SEAT
wheel cylinders for hours at a time only to find a pit 
you missed? Or how about wet-sanding the 1927 
Buick between lacquer coats? I’d say my father 
chewed up my free time boring (yes, “boring” as in 
drilling or honing), so he could shave a few pennies 
on kits vs. replacement cylinders.  

Seriously, I could have read the great American 
novel or listened to album-oriented rock. Instead, my 
free time after school wasn’t watching reruns, it was 
servicing the family car — the old-school way with 
hones, drills and hand-cranked valve lapping tool. 
Yet, in retrospect, the monotonous mode of reviving 
car parts shaped my imagination.  

Toolboxes don’t come with service manuals. You’ll 
want the latter because, Mr. Olson in auto shop made 
me find the correct the recipe for servicing a vehicle 
before I massaged it. I couldn’t afford books. No 
problem; public libraries had them. With these docu-
ments, exploring the nether worlds of cars made 
sense. 

With words and wrenches, I managed tuneups and 
eventually graduated to removing seized brake 
calipers, which I bicycled to service shops. This was 
cheaper than arriving with the entire vehicle. One 
auto tech machined items for me and then shared 
VW Type 3 survival tips, such using Bosch’s original 
sparkplug wires. This turned my Squareback into a 
reliable car.  

There’s a limit to your workshop’s capacity when 
you dwell in an apartment or dorm room. One time I 
offered to change a woman-friend’s 1963 Rambler’s 
sparkplugs. Guess what, the VW’s spark-plug tool 
didn’t work — it’s too fat, and my Sears toolkit didn’t 
come with a spark-plug socket — seriously. So, I 
bought one. Sometimes, I struck deals — I’ll fix your 
car if you buy me ramps or a pined-for tool. Now, 
nearly any addition to my original set has a colorful 
story.  

It wasn’t long before I had a queue of VW and 
other vehicles rolling into my driveway. Sometimes I 
did house calls. There were rattling Rabbits, Toyotas 
with bad radiators, Bugs with sick generators and 
even a Porsche 911 with a clogged spark advance 

hose.  
My tool assortment expanded as my aunts gave me 

portable lighting, various ratchet wrench extensions 
and a hammer that removes Type 3 front bearing 
dust caps.  

One gift proved problematical for emotional rea-
sons, and the person who gave it to me was hurt by 
my response — my mother. She bought a Sears- 
branded electric sander. I used my father’s pneumatic 
sander, as it was very effective. So, she knew I 
needed my own gritted wood smoother. The problem 
was she got the same one my father had tucked away 
as useless. It wore out the operator rather than 
wood. I returned it and in turn I bought an alterna-
tive, which is still kicking.  

This toolbox recaptured my imagination recently. 
First, I misplaced my 8mm combination wrenches 
after fixing my Karmann Ghia. These Craftsman de-
vices had a V mark on them. Those with a V or no 
mark don’t tilt the same way. The V’s closed end is 
offset so its side profile looks a lot like a saucepan 
and handle. The new ones are simply bent with the 
handle in the middle of the closed end’s side. I ended 
up buying two V’s on eBay. Second, I’ve been dis-
patched to wrench my Dad’s Ram diesel truck. It 
feels awkward intruding into my father’s workspace. 
I fetched the owner’s manual. In there, I saw notes. 
Dad bought the service manual. He tucked it under 
the cab’s rear seat.  

Sometimes you don’t know what you’ve got until 
it’s gone fishing. VWCA 
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for draft resisters, and that Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman had come 
out on one of the porches and 
thumbed his nose at them. 

She reported: “They said they 
didn’t think their protests would 
end the war. But they said they 
believed they had to do some-
thing. ‘I just hope it makes him 
feel bad. I hope Nixon says  
‘godammit’ when he sees it on tel-
evision,’” said Mat Kauten as wife 
Marie stood nearby. 

Hofbauer Sauls recalled: “I re-
member thinking they were so 
old, and I was so interested to be 
able to talk to them because they 
had been old hippies.”  

She also covered the Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War symboli-
cally signing a peace treaty be-
tween the United States and 
North Vietnam.  

I interviewed Leopold Geiger, a 
74-year-old German immigrant 
who worked as a cabdriver in New York City. He 
said he had regretted volunteering for Germany in 
World War I. “I’m in 
favor of anything that’s 
good for the people,” 
he said. “War is natu-
rally the worst thing for 
people.” 

He had tied his Amer-
ican flag on an alu-
minum pole and 
fastened a black necktie 
at the top of the staff, 
unaware, he said, that 
the flag was actually up-
side-down, the tradi-
tional symbol of a 

country in distress.  
“I carry this flag with the Stars 

and Stripes to reach more peo-
ple,” Geiger said. “You reach more 
people and can appeal to them 
more by carrying the Stars and 
Stripes. Carrying the Vietnam 
banners and flags — that’s fas-
cism. That just makes people 
more mad and alienates them.” 

Ideally, we would have found 
Nixon supporters to interview, but 
this was a needle-in-a-haystack 
kind of protest, and the presi-
dent’s supporters were called the 
“silent majority” for a reason. 
Fraze joked, “I don’t remember 
anyone protesting for Nixon or 
the war. They all got invitations to 
the inauguration.”  

The New York Times reported 
that nearly 20,000 of the nation’s 
mostly influential Republicans 
joined a scattering of Democrats 
to watch the inauguration from 
the grandstands of the east por-

tico at the U.S. Capitol. Two people among the 
demonstrators who filled two buses from BG to » 

BEETLE

Steve Hanson’s photo of Leopold Geiger, a reluc-
tant participant for Germany in World War I. 

uFROM PAGE 11

Steve Hanson’s photo of Vietnam veterans protesting the war. 
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uTHE D.C. REPORTERS:  Fred 
Ortlip: The sports editor of 
The BG News in 1972-73 spent 
36 years in various editing 
positions with the St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch and has served 
as AUTOIST editor since 1980. 
In retirement, he is an ad-
junct instructor in journalism 
at St. Louis Community Col-
lege and works seasonally at 
a garden center.  

Kathleen Fraze: The one-
time editor of The BG News 
held the title of news editor in 
1972-73. She spent her entire 
post-college career in various 
reporting and editing jobs at 
the Akron (Ohio) Beacon Jour-

nal, retiring in 2012. She is 
now a part-time paralegal, 
student, volunteer and writer.  

Ann Hofbauer Sauls: She was 
a reporter for The BG News 
and held the title of editorial 
editor in 1972-73. She worked 
for several years at small 
newspapers before settling in 
Roanoke, Va., and embarking 
on a career as a mental 
health therapist. She retired 
in 2012.  

Steve Hanson: The BG News 
photography staffer went on 
to work as a stringer for 
United Press International for 
20 years at the same time 
emerging as a “serial entre-
preneur” who in 1981 founded 
what would be renamed in 
1996 as Hanson Inc., a digital 
marketing company in 
Toledo, Ohio, where he serves 
as the company’s CEO. 

Washington contributed a story for 
The BG News from their perspective. 
The demonstrations were mostly 
peaceful. Fewer than three dozen 
people were reported arrested amid 
only minor scuffles between police 
and protesters.  

At some point later that afternoon, 
our foursome magically reunited, 
caught a bus back to Bethesda and 
pointed the Beetle toward Ohio. 
Hours later, through the Pennsylva-
nia darkness, Hofbauer Sauls called 
for the Beetle’s single-speaker AM 
radio to be silenced while she began 
transcendental meditation chants in 
the front seat. 

We were, om-om-om, speechless.  
“I actually did that?” she recalled 

with a laugh. “I was kind of new into 
doing it, so it was something I was 
committed to doing. One of the 
things they said was that people 
were less angry when they started 
doing transcendental meditation.” 

Maybe the chill of the head wind 
was having its way with the Beetle’s 
tepid interior: Its windows were not 
only fogging up but freezing over. 
Steering with one hand and using a 
scraper with the other allowed me to 
maintain visibility through the flat, 
up-close windshield as we drove 
through the night.  

We had plenty of work to do in 
preparation for Tuesday’s 16-page 
edition. Before even hitting the sack, 
Hanson spent three or four hours just 
“souping” his film and starting the 
slow drying process.   

Though the Beetle had its limita-
tions, it answered the challenge with 
aplomb, hauling a maxed-out load of 
adults and their gear more than 
1,000 miles without a glitch.  

Hanson, a self-described “band 
geek” just two years out of high 
school, summed up his experience: “I 
remember being just incredibly over-
whelmed, in awe, thinking how for-
tunate it was for me, at my age, to be 
with these upper-class, high-end, 
best of the best journalists.”   

Fraze added: “We never thought 
we couldn’t do it. We were young 
and invincible, and righteousness 
was on our side. It was a great ad-
venture, no one got hurt and no one 
was arrested.” 

Things didn’t end so well for 
Nixon, who resigned the presidency 
in disgrace nearly 19 months later, as 
the Watergate scandal consumed his 
administration.  

And my Beetle would soldier on re-
liably until 1976, when it was traded 
in for an all-new water-cooled Volks-
wagen called the Rabbit. VWCA

BEETLE
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 
 

FOR SALE: Used 1982 diesel head with manifold attached; expert 

rebuilt head, $1,000. Good 1977 used VW gas engine with auto-

matic transmission. 1969 Squareback VW engine to fit 911 Porsche. 

Contact Edgar Perry, 2540 Market Ave., San Pablo, CA 94806-

4542. 

FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-$149.95. 

Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publishers): $9.95-

$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual $37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 

37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 

380-9277. 

FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 

1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 

3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and Zuf-

fenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 

(CA). 

FOR SALE: Parts and accessories (new and used) for your Volks-

wagen or Audi. Over 50 years of collecting VWs. Located on U.S.. 

Route 5 in Westminster, VT 05158  (802) 722-3180; email jandi@ 

svcable.net 

BACK AUTOIST ISSUES: Did you know that a limited number of 

copies of past AUTOIST issues are available from our Club Store? Get 

an extra copy of the one that featured your car in an article or just 

to complete your collection. Copies are $5 each including shipping 

and handling. Inquire about issues more than 20 years old. Order 

from Volkswagen Club of America, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 

60542-0154 or check for the most recent issues in our online Club 

Store at VWClub.org.

Classified Ads New Members
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uMEMBERS:  Add value to your VWCA membership by reg-
istering at VWClub.org to take advantage of discounts on 
exclusive Club Store merchandise and to renew your mem-
bership, using either PayPal or your credit card. 

uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by email to 
VWClub@aol.com.

uLETTER-WRITERS:  We know, who sends letters — or even 
email — any more? But for members with an urge to share 
any pertinent automotive thoughts, we’re happy to print 
yours here. Send via email to VWAutoist@icloud.com or the 
other old-fashioned way: 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis MO 
63122.

FLORIDA: Rick Robles, Boca Raton; Edward Bales, Ocala 

ILLINOIS: John Godwin, Chicago 

MARYLAND: Damon Bradley, Baltimore 

MASSACHUSETTS: William Hewett, Pembroke; George Flanagan, Swansea 

NEW JERSEY: Joshua Hannum, Bloomfield 

OHIO: Brandon Prince, Columbus 

PENNSYLVANIA: Pat Siegfried, Harrisburg



Parting Shot
A rarity goes on the market

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 
allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Check in with 
Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or send an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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From bringatrailer.com: This 1974 Volkswagen Type 2 is said to be one of approximately 50 examples that were modified by the PaCoMobil company 
of Mexico City. Fitted with a camper conversion, this T2 Transporter is finished in two-tone blue and white over a beige interior, and the camper 
features a partly finished interior including a sink, a tiled backsplash, U-shaped seating with a center table, a Hisense refrigerator, a lavatory, a 
chandelier and more. Power is provided by a 1.6-liter air-cooled flat-four mated to a four-speed manual transmission. The vehicle reportedly was 
driven from Michoacán, Mexico, to Austin, Texas, and was acquired by the selling dealer in early 2020. The bay-window Bus is believed to be one of 
only six surviving PaCoMobil snail campers, and it was offered at no reserve with paperwork from the 1970s and a clean Texas title in the selling 
dealership’s name. In September it sold for $25,500. 
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