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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

Great numbers could be even higher   

N
ews from VW Now and VWCA Then. Since we 
don’t have a VWCA convention you get this: 

VWoA posts best second quarter sales since 1973. 
Yet VW’s Scott Keogh says it’s losing sales opportu-

nities due to a tight inventory supply. The figures are 
Q2 sales 120,520, up 72%. Year-to-date, VW moved 
211,373 units, up 46% compared with 2020. For Q2, 
the Atlas was VW’s most popular model (39,377 
+141%), Tiguan second (37,888, +50%) followed 
by the Jetta (20,295, +27%). VW sold 6,230 ID.4s 
over the first six months this year and 4,939 Taos 
SUVs.  

Vehicle makers report several production prob-
lems: one, a labor shortage, two a semiconductor 
chip deficiency and three, rising component 
costs. The car-making supply chain 
kinked at the beginning of the 
coronavirus crisis. For vari-
ous reasons, carmakers cut 
back production and also 
told their suppliers they 
didn’t need so many chips. 
Like the famous Lay’s slogan, you re-
ally cannot resist ’em. Thus, automotive suppliers 
shifted their wares to other ready customers or cut 
back their output. When consumer demand for new 
vehicles grew, most carmakers couldn’t obtain the 
components needed to make new cars. Plus, many 
U.S. outfits that made semiconductors exited the 
field. Firms producing them are not close to Ameri-
can plants.  

 
Farewell to Passat  

Meanwhile, VW announced it’s canceling the Pas-
sat after its 2022 model year run. Thus, the recently 
refreshed midsize sedan won’t live much longer. VW 

introduced this American-built midsize sedan nearly 
10 years ago. It signaled an American VW comeback 
because the brand invested in a new Chattanooga 
plant. Plus, the new larger economy-size Passat 
seemed poised to grab a good part of America’s lu-
crative main-steam sedan market. This didn’t pan 
out. VW wisely, it appears, added the Atlas to the mix 
coming from its U.S. plant. 

The American Passat’s demise echoes larger indus-
try trends. Toyota, for example, grounded the 
Avalon. VW announced several Passat Special Edi-
tions with jazzy colors — think of them as final edi-

tions.  
VW’s Passat has 

been part of 
the American 
scene since 
1974. The 

first ones ar-
rived as the (B1) 
1974 Dasher — a 

fastback version of 
the Audi 80 (Fox). 

TV ads showed swift Dashers boasting a 
novel “skid breaker” feature — actually, 

the effect of negative roll radius on a vehicle’s 
braking stability. Speedy, well, because until then 
VWs were turtle-like slow.  

As with the Audi, it had a longitudinally mounted 
overhead-cam water-cooled front engine with front-
wheel drive — a major shift from its venerable air-
cooled rear engine layouts. The Dasher sedan, 
however, didn’t use the Audi’s rear axle. And sources 
show a different gas tank fitment. VW added a hatch-
back later. Don’t assume the Dasher’s fastback shape 
meant all of them had liftbacks; they didn’t. 

uTURN TO PAGE 28
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1975 Dasher



Small Talk
VW + AUDI AT A GLANCE

 ID.8 CROSSOVER:  VW Group CEO 
Herbert Diess inadvertently let slip 
that an ID.8 EV is in the pipeline, 
similar in size to the Atlas. For 
now, the Tesla Model X is the only 
seven-seat crossover on sale in the 
U.S., with the Mercedes-Benz EQB 
crossover and EQV van next in 
line to join it. 

 U.S. PLANT GEARS UP:  The first VW 
ID.4 SUV pre-production units 
rolled off the assembly line in Au-
gust at VW’s Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee, factory. Full production 
was expected to start in Septem-
ber, boosting availability of the 
new electric model.  

 ID.BUZZ VERSIONS:  According to a 
report in Automotive News Europe, 
VW is eyeing three separate ver-
sions of the electric bus known as 
ID.Buzz: one to sell to the public, 
one for ride-hailing and another 
for commercial fleets. The bus is 
expected to make its U.S. debut in 
2023.  
 CHARGING STATIONS:  Electrify 
America, VW’s electric vehicle 
charging business, says it plans to 
more than double its charging in-
frastructure in the United States 
and Canada over the next four 
years. The company said it expects 
to have more than 1,800 fast-
charging stations and 10,000 indi-
vidual chargers installed by the 

NEW & IMPROVED
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 ID.5 GTX:  VW’s newly in-
troduced ID.5 GTX is 
being marketed as the in-
tersection of efficiency 
and “elegant athleticism,” 
with four-wheel drive, 
two electric power plants 
and a range of arround 
309 miles. VW’s first all-
electric-powered SUV 
coupe was set to make its 
“near-production” debut 
at the Munich Motor Show in early September. VW says the model 
headed to the Munich show is a close-to-production concept, meaning 
minor details could change by the time the crossover reaches show-
rooms.

end of 2025.  
 DEMAND SOARS:  Mostly driven by 
demand in Europe, global deliver-
ies of VW’s BEV models nearly 
tripled in the first half of 2021.  
Though VW sales were off to a 
slow start in China, they more 
than doubled, to 18,285 vehicles, 
accounting for 10.7% of the 
group’s total. 

 LONG-TERM STRATEGY:  VW revealed 
an update to its long-term strat-
egy, which it calls “New Auto.” As 
electric vehicles replace gasoline 
models, the company is preparing 
for major growth in “software-en-
abled revenues,” a model that par-
allels Apple. In-vehicle services 
seem likely to proliferate as EV’s 
become connected to the internet. 
In July, VW began its first over-
the-air software updates to the 
ID.3.  
 PARTS CRUNCH CONTINUES:  The 
semiconductor crunch may force 
VW to make further cuts in car 
production. Thin supplies caused 
by high demand this year COVID-
19 outbreaks in Asia have hit both 
chip production and operations at 
commercial ports. “We currently 
expect supply of chips in the third 
quarter to be very volatile and 
tight,” a VW representative told 
Reuters. 

EV NEWS

COMPANY NEWS



Retro Autoist
FROM THE VWCA ARCHIVES 
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 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2011:  Ahead of the world pre-
miere in September at the Frankfurt Motor Show, the 
first photos of the Volks-
wagen up! have been 
released. The up! is 
an entirely new de-
sign, offering maxi-
mum space on a 
minimal footprint, 
VW says, making it 
ideal for driving in 
the world’s cities. 
The one-liter, three-
cylinder, three-door hatchback 
model weighs a little more than 
2,000 pounds, generates 60 hp and has a top speed of 
99 mph. VW has no plans to sell the up! in North Amer-
ica. 
 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2011:  In the first six months of 
2011, VW delivered 2.95 million vehicles to customers 
worldwide compared with 2.62 million over the same 
period in 2010, a 12.5% increase. Meanwhile, VWoA re-
ported domestic sales of 29,066 units sold in July, a 
21.7% increase over prior year sales. Year-to-date sales 
are up 22.2%.   

 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2001:  With its eGeneration Golf, 
VW has become the first manufacturer in Germany to 
offer a passenger car with internet-compatible technology. 
This will enable the car’s occupants for the first time to 
call up online information in the course of a journey on 
the weather, traffic conditions, stock exchange informa-
tion, email, internet banking or route planning. An MP3 
player is also integrated in the car, available for now only 
in Europe.   

 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1991:  VW plans to install a new 
generation of air bags in all cars the company sells 
worldwide beginning in mid-1992. The company is not 

saying how the air bags are different, only that they 
will be available as standard equipment on both 

the driver’s side and front-passenger side of its 
cars. The Cabriolet is the only VW currently 

available with air bags.  

 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1981:  The latest 
econo-cruiser from VWoA is headed for 
showrooms around the country. It’s the 

diesel version of the Jetta, VW’s first 
notchback sports sedan introduced last year. The new 
Jetta is powered by a 1.6-liter overhead cam diesel 
equipped with new quick-start glow plugs. The engine 
generates 52 hp at 4,800 rpm and returns 41 miles per 
gallon city and 57 mpg highway, according to EPA tests.  

 SEPTEMBER 1971:  A Swedish technical inspection service 
has calculated the life expectancy of several cars. Volvo 
topped the list at 13.3 years followed by VW, 12.6; Mer-
cedes, 11.6; Jaguar and Rover, 11.5; Peugeot, 10.8; 
Opel and Saab, 10.5; Ford, 10.3; Fiat, 10.2. Worst of the 
lot is the Soviet-made Moskvitch, at 6.1 years.  

 OCTOBER 1961:  Do you do much serious driving on the 
highway? If so, and if you wish to make good time in a 
legal manner, it is a help to have a calibrated speedome-
ter. As you probably know, speedometers are almost al-
ways adjusted to indicate a speed higher than the true 
speed. Thus, if the speed limit is 60 mph and you hold the 
speedometer at its value, you may be going only 55 mph. 

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

V
W’s ID.4 is more than a 
toe-test of the brand’s abil-
ity to innovate in the bat-

tery electric vehicle wading pool. 
As such, VW is putting all its 
metaphorical bodily resources 
into a BEV tsunami. This long-
range vehicle lets Americans join 
the impending wave in an SUV-
like package. And VW says it will 
build them here, too. This machine differs from some 
long-range EVs (Chevy’s Bolt); it’s larger. VW doesn’t 
promise unbridled or ludicrous acceleration either; 
it’s adequate.  

VW’s BEV combines rear-motor propulsion — a 
one-time VW trait — with the software and hardware 

engineered to charge batteries 
and supply current to that 
motor. Plus, there’s an entire 
suite of newfangled gadgetry. 
Just say, “Hello ID, my feet are 
too hot” and the car responds by 
saying it’s cooling the floor. Ask 
it to tell you a joke and it replies, 
“The developers had difficulties 
with the safety belts until it 

clicked.” Groan. Otherwise, the ID isn’t a joke, al-
though its driver interface is befuddling. 

 
Will you get cold feet? 

If you ask. The ID converses in various ways: One, 
there’s the dashboard voice; two, an LED strip at the 

A BRAVE, NEW EV WORLD
It’s not a car, it’s a driving device

ID.4 PRO S
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windshield’s base 
responds mimick-
ing an oscilloscope 
— echoes of Ernie 
Kovacs’ 
visual/aural trick; 
three, vehicle 
proximity sensors 
notice you and 
then pre-chill the 
interior before you 
enter it; and four, 
and most impor-
tantly, the ma-
chine’s 
architecture says volumes about how VW sees future 
automobility — one where electrical brawn and 
brains do the driving for you. 

Before proceeding, let’s examine this vehicle’s mis-
sion: VW’s brass says this car is for the millions, not 
millionaires. Really? Volume sales to everyday people 
aren’t here yet. Sales of the  ID.4 are not faring well 
in VW’s biggest market — China, so VW plans a mar-
keting/distribution shift. In Europe, reports say sales 
are promising. In the States, the ID.4 trails Tesla and 
Ford’s Mach-E with a modest 
take rate — 6,230 year-to-
date as of August. The 
tested ID.4 Pro S (State-
ment) with Gradient 
Package lists for $47,190, 
which to my wallet seems closer to 
the 1-percenters than the rest of us.  

Plus, to get the most out of this vehicle, you’ll need 
a faster Level 2 charging system at home (240 volts), 
because the standard Level 1 charger (120 volts) 
takes what seems like an eternity. I drove the ID.4 
about 80 miles, depleting the battery to a predicted 
160-mile range. Then, I plugged in its portable Level 
1 charger. The vehicle’s charging screen estimated 
11/2 days to refill the 82 kWh battery to an its maxi-
mum charge of roughly 240 miles.  

Thus, those going electric are buying more than a 
car; they’re tapping into a nascent infrastructure. It’s 
not cheap. HomeGuide.com estimates that installing 

a Level 2 station 
costs an average 
of $750 to $2,600, 
including labor, 
but financial in-
centives may be 
available.  

Yet, when you 
figure the going 
price for new au-
tomotive sleds 
now tops $40,000 
— the ID.4’s base 
$44,495 tab is 
close to the going 

rate for vehicles these days. The $7,500 federal tax 
incentive can lower the hit. 

Still, the Mosel, Germany-built compact crossover 
(SUV), which has 46% Chinese parts content (Ger-
many is 39%), is the kind of transport appliance 
many shoppers want: a family friendly mid-height 
station wagon. Let’s compare the ID with a 1959 
Rambler Cross Country — a sensible, but flawed 
trend-setting wagon. The ID’s wheelbase is 0.9 inches 
longer, at 108.9. Width is 0.7 inches wider, at 72.9. 

Length is about 13 inches shorter, at 180.5 
inches. Height is nearly 6 inches taller. In 

sum, it shares the same 
road space as Toyota’s 
popular Rambler-size 
people mover: the RAV4.  

Inside, the ID is a peo-
ple-friendly spacious wonder. 

The rear electric motor rides somewhat ahead of the 
rear wheels. Due to its nearly flat floor, lack of drive-
train intrusion, plus theater-style chair-like higher 
back seat, the ID offers lebensraum for four or maybe 
five adults under its panoramic glass roof. Cargo area 
is generous in length, but height is limited as the rear 
hatch slopes downward from the C pillars. It’s easy to 
reconfigure into a cargo hauler; the split-fold aft 
seatback offers plenty of drop-down space.  

Below the two-level rear load floor, you’ll find a 
storage bin. It houses a portable Level 1 charger — 
works best on a dedicated 120-volt/20-amp (AC) »  

1959 Rambler Cross Country 
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ID.4
circuit. VW includes a standard 11kW on-
board charger for Level 2/240-volt (AC) 
charging. It quickens fill-ups: at 32 amps, 
you get a predicted 20 miles per hour and 
40 amps for 27 miles per hour. In contrast, 
the 120-volt charger replenishes the battery 
at the rate of about two miles per hour — 
not road speed — we’re talking 80 hours to 
fully charge. The ID has a mobility kit in-
stead of a spare tire. 

The third option is 125 kW (DC) fast 
charging at a compatible Level 3 public 
charging station. Plug in for 40 minutes and 
you shoot from a 5% charge to 80%. VW 
projects that a 10-minute fast-charging stint 
will provide 62 miles. This isn’t intended for 
everyday use. But it’s certainly handy 
should you decide to take a day trip, say, from 
Chicago to Green Bay for a Bears-Packers game and 
back. Just duck into a fast charger, free at VW dealers 
(and for three years at Electrify America stations), 
have a cup of joe and a snack and you’ll have enough 
mojo to get yourself home. The ID.4’s trip computer 
says it’s possible.  

The EPA-rated range is 250 miles (Some Pro mod-
els, says VW’s William Gock, reach 260), Level 2 

charging time (7.5 hours) and its combined fuel 
economy is 97 MPGe means a savings of $4,000 in 
fuel cost over five years compared to the average 
new vehicle. Predicted energy cost is $700 a year. 
These calculations don’t reflect the environmental 
costs of building the car, its battery or generating 
electricity for it.  

VW recommends an 80% charge level for everyday 
driving, with a minimum level of 20% in mild 

weather, 40% in cold weather. Charging stations 
must be SAE J1772-compatible, which includes a 
rapid charge connector called CCS — combined 
charging system. The car communicates and 
charges via these wires. In the USA, you’ll find 
several kinds of charging connections. Tesla’s is 
different from the J1772 used on most other ve-
hicles. Using an adapter, you can plug your VW 
into a Tesla charger — but not the Supercharger 
type.  

The “frunk” houses various vehicle systems, 
sorry no stowage here, but this scheme means 
you get a smorgasbord of front cabin cubbies 
with provisions for wireless phone charging, 
drinks and several USB-C ports. Even the rear 
riders get low-mounted vents and USB-C out-
lets. VWCA 

The “frunk” is filled with essentials, which means more space for inside the cabin. 
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T
he ID.4 has an intu-
ition for you and what 
you do. Just carry the 

key fob and the vehicle 
swings out its mirrors, 
cranks up the A/C, turns on 
the lights (Motel 6-like) and 
projects funky thumbprint-
like puddle lamp patterns 
from below the sideview 
mirrors. You enter by tug-
ging the door handle or more accurately touching its 
back side, which electronically releases the latch. 
After you’re seated, step on the brake. The ID is 
ready. Or try the steering column’s pushbutton.  

Now, rotate the drive-gear selector. It’s on the right 

side of the instrument pod, 
which is attached to the 
steering column. Turn it 
clockwise (D for forward) 
or counterclockwise (R for 
reverse). Press to park. 
Twist it clockwise a second 
time and you enable B for 
braking energy recuperation 
— you get the sensation of 
removing your foot from a 

1200cc Bug’s gas pedal.  
This nearly hidden “gear” controller is odd. Yet, 

once mastered, it’s simple to use. The instrument pod 
provides an illuminated “shift quadrant indicator.” I 
preferred D as the car moved smoothly, coasted » 

LET’S TAKE  
IT FOR A SPIN

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

Amid the ID.4’s gimmickry,  

a sense of normalcy
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confidently and was nearly silently — es-
pecially in the Comfort drive mode — a 
choice selected from the 12-inch infotain-
ment screen. There’s more recuperative 
action in the vehicle’s Sport mode. In addi-
tion to Sport, there’s Eco. Plus, you can 
customize the drive mode.  

At less than 20 mph, the ID emits a syn-
thesized, Maurice Jarre-style soundtrack 
meant to help you and nearby pedestrians 
hear it while it ambulates. It even adds a 
whimsical coda when you depart the car.  

Your ID vantage point is New Beetle-
like, as the windshield is pushed far for-
ward. I found foot space, pedal placement 
and adjustable steering column rake and 
telescope quite satisfactory. The instru-
ment panel resembles an iPad — surpris-
ingly lucid in bright sun or dark environs. 
Because the panel moves with the column, the dis-
tance between it and the steering wheel doesn’t vary.  

I’m not going to explore the merits of “single-
pedal” BEV driving or the fanciful graphics employed 
to chart one’s EV battery use. The ID can do some of 
the former and almost none of the latter. Therefore, 
the ID’s EV proclamations are restrained. The pod in 
front has big digits for speed, posts the speed limit, 
has IQ Drive with Travel Assist indicator and a hori-
zontal AA battery-like graphic. This central image 
has two colors, green left of a divider line (eco/re-
covery), blue to the right (wasteful) and the esti-
mated range.  

Gimmickry aside, novice EV drivers should relish 
the ID’s sense of normalcy. The go-train is soothing, 
like automotive frozen custard. It moves with a 
satiny carriage expected from a luxurious auto with a 
sudsy automatic transmission. 

I opted for the ID’s Sport steering effort while leav-
ing the other drive-mode choices in Comfort. Acceler-
ation is sudden but not particularly robust. It’s about 
what one expects from a compact SUV — and there’s 
no front-wheel fight. The ID maneuvers well in tight 
quarters due to its small turning radius. 

This BEV weighs a hefty 4,665 pound, about 1,000 
more than a VW Tiguan. VW wisely positioned that 
weight down low, helping the ID’s handling. During 
hard cornering, the ID loads the outside front tire — 
(235/50R20) Bridgestone Azena. The rear tires are 
wider — 255/45R20. This leads to tire squeal and a 
slight outward drift. Modulate the go-pedal and the 
front pulls in. You can even get the rear to rotate a 
tad. As a result, the porky VW holds the road rather 
well with nearly neutral behavior. Stability control 
seems nicely calibrated. 

Steering has sufficient effort. And there’s some 
road sense, which proved helpful during a summer 
monsoon, causing much highway ponding. Thus, I 
could sense hydroplaning through the leather-
wrapped, flat-bottom tiller. That hoop’s sporty con-
tours did not, however, make the ID racier than other 
SUVs. Sorry, Tanner Foust, this isn’t a GTI. 

ID ride quality on Wisconsin’s lumpy roads apes an 
inflatable bounce house. It’s not amusing. It paddled 
my head mercilessly against the oxymoron head rest. 
I reclined the seat back for relief. Occasionally, the 
front end clanked on rough spots. Relentless bobbing 
triggered an onboard amber traction alert. There’s an 

Whoda thunk? A puddle encounter may become an enlightening experience.

ID.4
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underlying firmness despite 
the vertical jousting. 

Those who moderate their 
speed or live in tonier ZIP 
codes, however, might have 
a different opinion. And per-
haps a different wheel 
combo might change its be-
havior. For example, roads 
that bothered my backside at 75 mph, morphed into 
placid pavements at 60 mph.  

The brake pedal felt squishy. If you press hard, it 
sinks below throttle pedal height, a trait I don’t like. 
Yet, the hefty VW slowed surely enough — using a 
combo of regenerative and conventional braking. VW 
employs rear drum brakes because they’re better pro-
tected from the elements — important when energy 
recuperation braking significantly reduces the vehi-
cle’s use of friction braking.  

The front compartment is agreeable. Soft-touch 
materials top the dash, door cards and there are slim 
adjustable front seat armrests. VW scores points for 
scooping out the front door panels; there’s more 
elbow room — and that space is available back to the 
B pillars — ideal for taller drivers. The split-fold rear 
seat with pass-thru is nicely padded.  

 
Techno terror 

The ID represents a shift in VW’s 
mission. The electrified go-train 
hints at future automobility. Then, 
there’s the car’s overly complicated 
driver interface. VW’s designers bor-
rowed some of Apple’s design lan-
guage — for instance, the left side 
of the infotainment screen has an 
unlabeled home “button.” And then 
it went fast-forward to the future 
with a touch/talk interface. It’s a 
mess. 

Want examples? Let’s start with 
the door window switches. The left 
front door has two. You must touch 
a hard panel ahead of them, which 
in turn, electronically toggles them. 

Now, they’re rear window 
controls. Want to go back? 
Touch the “rear” spot and 
maybe it will change. The 
setup is buggy. Wait long 
enough and the car will re-
turn to its front window 
mode, though. 

And like an infomercial, 
there’s more — a lot more. The radio does its own 
tuning and presents you with a channel guide — 
much like you’d find on a cable box’s on-screen 
guide. The lack of a tuning button or knob,  means 
you must worm your way into the appropriate menu 
and then scroll through choices. Once preset, you can 
tap the haptic feedback steering wheel switches to 
cycle through them. Be careful, as inadvertently slid-
ing your finger on these touchpoints can, say, bump 
the cruise control in 5 mph intervals. And VW moved 
the steering wheel’s volume buttons from the left 
spoke to the right one. Darn. You could play the for-
mer switches like a pianist at a Van Cliburn competi-
tion. 

Other tricks: sometimes you don’t touch the screen 
for additional info. Let’s take radio station info — 
program name or artist. You wave your hand several 
inches in front of the screen. That gesture summons 
radio station data. The home button gets fuzzy as » 
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your finger nears it. And the screen’s 
soft-square icons sprout labels identi-
fying their purposes as your finger 
nears the screen. 

Nothing is simple. Climate control 
has three menus. One is Classic, 
which like most of the graphics, has 
generously size rounded squares with 
clear iconography. But there’s no bi-
level. For that, go to another menu, 
and VW lets you customize climate 
control to the nth degree. Or just tell 
the ID your feet are too cold or too 
hot. It will redirect air as needed, and 
then return to its automatic setting, 
which in turn means you must re-
quest foot chilling again. I suspect VW 
didn’t think about a bi-level setting as 
exhaust doesn’t warm a tunnel near 
your right foot and maybe the heater doesn’t over-
bake your foot. Either way, it’s a problem; the low-
mounted dashboard vents chill your elbows. 

Inexplicably, VW didn’t light the volume or temp 
tap-sensing points. A ledge at the base of the info-
tainment screen makes switching among climate, 
seat heat and heated steering wheel needlessly fussy. 
There’s a dedicated touch spot near the headlight 
control (left of the steering wheel) where you can 
pick defrost without going into an infotainment 
menu. Likewise, you’ll find short-cut spots for park-
ing camera/sensors, drive mode, driver assist and cli-
mate under the infotainment screen.  

The navigation system proved vexing. In counties 
near Milwaukee, addresses use both north/south and 
east/west coordinates. The ID.4 simply refused to ac-
cept them — whether by voice or tap. In contrast, 
BMW’s nav system does.  

VW’s interface isn’t a total wash, as LEDs at the 
windshield’s base flash and direct you where to go. 
One gesture rocked; it’s a kick. If you’re wearing the 
fob, a swift jab below the rear bumper summons a 
motorized lift. Once your arms are full of luggage, 
just do that NFL move again, and the lid automati-

cally shuts.  
While the driver interface seems half-baked, the 

vehicle’s fit and finish were simmered to perfection. 
The gemlike blue paint with silvery roof panels and 
dark panoramic glass roof are handsome. Panel gaps 
are even (although you could see seam sealant at the 
back between the lid and quarter panel). Most pieces 
inside and out fit neatly, although there are some 
sharp transitions — such as the area above the rear 
charge port. Raised lettering on the front door, web-
like headlamp treatments and the vaguely last-gen 
Toyota RAV4 lamps to the middle VW badge are 
cheerful. 

 
Handy eye candy 

VW’s designers dabbled in LEDs. They run them 
from the headlights to the grille logo, between both 
rear lamps, inside the door handles, under the side 
mirrors. Inside, the windshield’s base, the lower 
dash, front door cards — especially around the float-
ing armrests and in the phone alcove glow. LEDs sur-
round touch spots for the overhead lighting. Footwell 
lighting and cargo lighting make it easy to see your 
stuff. Those at the windshield’s base glow 7-Eleven 

The dark panoramic glass glass roof provides an open feel inside. 

ID.4
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green when charging.  

 
IQ Drive and IQ Travel 

The ID has VW’s latest drive assist 
and automated motion control. This 
combo does some slick tricks. Set 
the cruise control and you get more 
than a steady speed. It varies veloc-
ity to maintain vehicle-to-vehicle 
distance. And comes to a complete 
stop and then goes when you’re in a 
traffic jam. It will steer itself, al-
though you’ll get a warning to put 
your hands on the wheel. The in-
strument cluster’s left side displays 
3-D graphics depicting vehicles di-
rectly in front or in forward adja-
cent lanes. Semis look like semis, 
SUVs like SUVs and cars like cars, 
although a Kia wore what looked 
like a VW roundel — dream on. To-
ward the rear you get amber side-
view mirror alerts as blind spot 
detection. Should you deviate from 
an identified lane, without signal-
ing, the steering wheel vibrates and 
then steers the vehicle into its lane.  

On my back-road route, the ID 
accepted my road-hogging vehicle 
placement — cornering through the 
banked turns by squaring the curve as you do on a 
racetrack.  

I experienced several glitches. The worst was 
Volkswagen of Milwaukee North’s charging station. It 
wouldn’t let me unplug, when it aborted a session. In 
desperation, I employed the ID’s emergency release 
cable hidden behind the stowage bay’s right-side 
panel. When charging goes as planned, there’s a ve-
hicle/charger handshake. The touchscreen’s charger 
menu supplies a tapping spot for stopping charging 
and releasing the plug. This charger asks for your 
phone number. I entered 1 111 111 1111 and a loud 
fan-like noise proclaimed ready. Between the car’s 
graphics and the charging station, you can judge how 
long you’ll wait to complete your session. VW offers 

three years’ free charg-
ing at Electrify America 
stations.  

This dealer says it’s 
adding more chargers — 
a good thing as during 
daylight hours Porsches 
hogged the two avail-
able stalls. One quibble: 
sometimes the ID’s 
charge port LED doesn’t 

illuminate to help you plug in. That port’s light 
pulses green when charging, flashes green and red if 
the charge rate is lowered, say, because your 120-volt 
outlet cannot supply 10 amps; red if there’s a fault. 

If you’re ready to take the EV plunge, VW’s ID.4 of-
fers you the compact crossover vibe with decent peo-
ple- and cargo-hauling capabilities. Its range is 
certainly useful, not much different from what I’d ex-
pect from my everyday commute. But you’ve got to 
make friends with its futuristic befuddling interface 
— you can work around some of this by uttering 
“Hello, ID” after the car boots up. While the price of 
admission seems dear, you can rub shoulders with 
lead-foot Porsches for what in contrast seems like a 
pittance. VWCA 

Rear riders get creature comforts like low-mounted vents and USB-C outlets. BELOW: The 3-D 
view provides graphic alerts for surrounding traffic. 
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

D
ue to the coronavirus, motoring events for the 
press were sidetracked. In August, the Midwest 
Automotive Media Association changed gears. 

It hosted Summer Drive, following eased public-
health rules. Hyundai’s breakfast started the day-time 
wheel spin in Hoffman Estates, Illinois. Hyundai’s rep 
focused on its new not-a-pickup Santa Cruz sport ac-
tivity vehicle — a crossover-like machine (Tucson 
based) with a bed in back. Hyundai previewed a sim-
ilar concept vehicle at the 2015 Detroit auto show.  

VW’s William Gock brought a for-sale FWD Taos. 
At the time, the AWD Taos had a problem with the 
engine shutting off abruptly. So, dealers could not 
sell it until VW engineers find a fix.  

I took the Taos for a quick spin far from the Land 
of Enchantment. The 1.5-liter engine with the eight-
speed automatic had a mellow tone — like the Velvet 
Fog Mel Torme. And the automatic transmission shuf-
fled cogs well in assisting the turbocharged mill. Fuel 
economy should be good — nearly 27 mpg during 
my romp.  

The Taos is slightly longer than the original 
Tiguan. And its interior packaging offers surprisingly 
useful people space, cargo room and good sightlines. 
In a sense, the Taos replaces the Golf in VW’s Ameri-
can lineup. Pricing, however, seems relatively high 
versus the competition — and the driver assist pack 
is optional on entry trims.  

MIDWEST AUTOMOTIVE MEDIA ASSN. SUMMER DRIVE

TAOS FOCUSES 
ON FAMILY

It’s Golf’s replacement in VW’s lineup
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Gock says VW must clarify how 

the Taos fits into VW’s lineup. Expect 
the Tiguan to move slightly upscale 
in order to make a bigger price 
spread between VW’s subcompact 
and compact crossovers. For sure, 
the Taos isn’t a short wheelbase 
Tiguan (see Audi’s Q3 for that fla-
vor). Enter it and you’ll notice a 
hard plastic dashboard and unlovely 
cheesy plastic dash fascia. Under 
that you’ll find a soft touch ledge — 
sort of like a 1974 Karmann Ghia’s. 
The headliner is hemmed and the A 
pillar cloth covered. And the front 
door cards have soft-touch materials.  

Thus, the Taos, like the other 
SUVWs, focuses more on its family vehicle role. It of-
fers comfortable seating. It doesn’t have that upscale 
feel of the now departed Golf, however. Expect a 
closer look in the next AUTOIST.  

Hyundai honed its product message. It empha-
sized the Cruz’s unique appeal to those who’d like a 
truck’s cargo bay — a storage space environmentally 
separate from the interior. This quad-cab ride resem-
bles prior car-like trucks such as the VW Rabbit or 
Subaru Baja. Plus, it revives the Ford Ranchero or 
Chevrolet El Camino. Remember the Ford Falcon-
based Ranchero hauling a crushed Lincoln in “Gold 
Finger?” There was a time when a pickup didn’t 
have to be a shoulder-height bruiser. 

The Hyundai bed has several tie-downs and a re-
tractable cargo cover. The tailgate is designed to prop 
up a 4x8-foot sheet of plywood. The rear wheel hous-
ing covers further support of that construction staple. 
And there are plenty of toe-holds in its aft bumper. I 
drove it; found it agreeable. Several of Hyundai’s lat-
est rides seem better sorted in power delivery and in-
terior refinement.  

Nissan, later, sponsored lunch with a new 
Pathfinder presentation. The latest Pathfinder’s goal, 
contrary to the Cruz’s, it to reclaim Nissan’s former 
SUV/truck stature. Early Pathfinders rode on a pickup 
chassis. That changed years ago. The new one re-
mains a car-based vehicle, but the body looks 

brawnier. Styling supposedly apes the original. I 
thought the wide-range nine-speed automatic trans-
mission an improvement. Years ago, Nissan’s 
Pathfinder got a buzz-inducing CVT.  

I looked for shift-shift cars. I found two: the 
Mazda MX5 (Miata) and the Mini convertible. The 
Mazda is a charmer, although its body wiggles — it’s 
a convertible and you’ll notice the hood quivers 
when tackling lumpy pavement. The Mini is a juke-
box on wheels. It’s got a lot of visual activity inside. 
And some interior bits seem more stylish than func-
tional. 

The latest Honda Civic, with the turbo four » 

Two views of the Taos interior. 
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By Steve Midlock *SMidlock@stfrancis.edu

cylinder and CVT, performed nicely. The Chevy Tahoe, 
now with an independent rear suspension for im-
proved ride and third-row seating space, still behaves 
like a body-on-frame truck. It shimmies over road-
ways that otherwise don’t bother three-row carlike 
crossovers. Jeep’s new Grand Cherokee XL has luxuri-
ous caramel and black-quilted leather seating, door 
cladding and real wood veneer trim. Even the door 
bins are clad in upholstery — like an early 2000s VW. 
The version I drove cost more than $55,000. Also 
luxo-themed were the Genesis sedan and SUV. Each 
felt sportier than the first-generation Genesis, which 
behaved like a waterbed on wheels. Genesis vehicles 
have side-view camera images shown on the instru-
ment cluster. This aids front cornering. 

The day ended with cupcakes. A food truck ar-

rived. This vendor supplied tasty treats and refresh-
ing drinks — a sweet way to end an automotive jour-
ney.  

 
An endorsement 

Next, I drove to MG Auto Electric in Arlington 
Heights. My ride was a yellow Toyota Supra GR — 
looks like a sex-ed prop and its handling creamed me 
— those Michelin Pilot Super Sports are hot. At MG, 
I picked up two rebuilt Bosch alternators — got to 
keep those old Sciroccos charging. Hire this VW 
AUTOIST sponsor. Send legendary MG your worn, 
torn, battered VW starters, alternators and genera-
tors. MG’s workmanship is excellent. In fact, I discov-
ered that several Chicagoland motoring scribes use 
MG (call 847-394-1698).  VWCA 

MAMA

A
  friend 
asked me 
why I en-

joyed driving 
my vintage Bee-
tle so much. He 
didn’t under-
stand why I 
would prefer to 
drive such a 
basic car. “No power steering, power brakes, auto-
matic transmission; no backup camera, blind spot 
monitor, ABS. What is enjoyable about that?” I usu-

ally don’t an-
swer such ques-
tions well at the 
time, but the 
next day I will 
have a great re-
sponse. I wish I 
could come 
back with 
something 

witty, right on the spot.   
The next day, I was driving my Beetle on an errand 

to get a carryout meal for supper when the question 

BEETLING?
WHY THE JOY OF  
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popped back into my mind. As I was contemplating 
various answers, I became so immersed in the driv-
ing experience, that I missed my turn. Then, it hit 
me. That’s why I enjoy my vintage Beetle so much. It 
takes me on more than the obvious journey to fetch 
supper.   

A short story entitled “The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty” features Walter imagining himself in various 
situations while driving his car. He imagined himself 
an airplane pilot as he heard the sounds of vehicles 
passing him on the highway. Then the blare of a horn 
cast his imagination into the role of a captain of a 
ship. Walter’s driving took him to many adventures 
in his mind.    

Part of the enjoyment of driving my Beetle is like 
that. Back in the day, MG’s, Triumphs, Austin Healy 
“bug eye” Sprites and VW Beetles (think of Herbie 
the Love Bug) raced on oval tracks, rally routes and 
even dirt tracks. These little, underpowered, four- 
cylinder cars brought an indescribable level of enjoy-
ment to their drivers. They were basic, even crude 

little vehicles, but they provided an unmeasurable 
amount of excitement. It might be a stretch, and you 
can accuse me of being like Walter Mitty, but when I 
drive my Beetle, I feel that enjoyment.    

I know it’s not a sports car, but within the context 
of those racing days from the past, it seems like one.   
As I am winding through the gears, hearing the rear 
mounted engine revving, I am like those race car 
drivers. I am shifting based on sound and feel, I am 
connected to my car in a way that is not possible in 
today’s highly automatized vehicles.  

Like Walter Mitty, I am in another time and place.   
Please understand that I am quite aware of traffic 
and am not driving recklessly, but I feel like I am 
driving my own version of a sports car with its four- 
speed transmission, four-cylinder engine, independ-
ent rear suspension and bucket seats. Back in the 
day, these were indicative of something sporty. It is 
my little, sporty, race car — at least in my mind. 

Why do I enjoy driving my Beetle so much? Only 
other Beetle owners would understand. VWCA 



 

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VOLKSWAGEN, 9776 W STOCKTON BLVD, 
916-405-2650, P-10 A-10 

COLORADO 
FORT COLLINS: ED CARROLL MOTOR CO., 3003 S. COLLEGE AVE., 
970-226-3000, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

FLORIDA 
JACKSONVILLE: VOLKSWAGEN OF ORANGE PARK, 7220 BLAND-
ING BLVD., 904-269-2603 

MICHIGAN 
KALAMAZOO: MAPLE HILL VOLKSWAGEN, 5622 W. MAIN ST., 
269-342-6600 
MUSKEGON: AUDI MUSKEGON, 1860 E STERNBERG RD, 888-
724-3942 

MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY: MOLLE VW, 808 W. 103RD ST., 816-941-9500 

WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 
206-634-3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

ARIZONA 
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-
753-1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-
778-9305, P-10, VW SERVICE POINT 

CALIFORNIA 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON 
AVE., 805-964-6554, topshopautosb.com, AC, VW REPAIR SHOP 

COLORADO 
COLORADO SPRINGS: MOTORWORKS RESTORATIONS, 2633 DU-
RANGO DR, 719-648-2280, motorworksrestorations.com, AC, 
RESTORATION & REPAIR SHOP 

CONNECTICUT 
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUS-
TOM DRIVE, 860-664-0727, cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, SERV-
ICE & REPAIR SHOP 

ILLINOIS 
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-
8410, IMPORT PARTS 
EFFINGHAM: MID AMERICA MOTORWORKS, 17082 N. US HIGH-
WAY 45, 866-867-0540, AC, AIR-COOLED VW PARTS & ACCES-
SORIES 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 

708-422-9272, PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
INDIANA 

FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-
9783, ALL EUROPEAN VEHICLE REPAIR 

KENTUCKY 
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-
3511, importdoktor.com, IMPORT REPAIR & BODY SHOP 

MICHIGAN 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, munks.com, P-20 AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR 

NEW YORK 
MASSAPEQUA: GT PRECISION IMPORTS, 190A MARGARETTA AVE., 
516-799-1100, gtprecision.com, P-10 L-10 AC, VW & AUDI INDE-
PENDENT REPAIR SHOP 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 
315-789-2200, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, VW & AUDI SPECIALIST 

OREGON 
BEAVERTON: HM MOTORSPORTS, 3920 SW 141ST AV, 503-619-
3361, P-15 A-15 L-15 AC, AIR-COOLED VW PARTS 

RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS 
LANE, 401-789-7720, AC 

WISCONSIN 
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N. LYDEL AV., 800-558-
8955, IMPORT PARTS
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By Daniel Sherman Fernandez

V
isit a new car showroom today, step into a pre-
mium model on sale and you will see an amaz-
ing amount of technology and “toys” sitting 

right in front of you. From the multifunction steering 
wheel with predictive touch panels, to the paddle 
gear-shifter behind the steering wheel, to the digital 
instrument screen with dozens of possible viewing 
formats and the colored head-up display that lets you 
keep looking ahead and alert when driving. 

Then there is the hand-free connectivity and the 
current favorite, the voice-activated infotainment 
and control panel center that talks to you and obeys 
most of your commands while driving.  

All this is great, but one very innovative car cabin 
planner back in the 1950s got his bosses to agree to 
have a coffee machine and cup installed in their best-

selling car at the time and till today, no modern vehi-
cle product planner has thought to have this in-
stalled. 

With the coffee drinking craze continuing its rapid 
expansion globally and coffee bars outnumbering al-
coholic bars in many places today, it is time that a car 
manufacturer found a way to install a coffee machine 
with a cup in a vehicle with the appropriate safety 
standards still included.  

Meet the Hertella Auto Kaffeemachine, the first 
and only known dashboard-mounted coffee maker in 
the world. Manufactured specifically for the Volks-
wagen Beetle in 1950s, this automobile accessory has 
after 60 years from its introduction, almost vanished 
from existence. This coffee machine does have a few 
clever features. The porcelain cups that came with »  

WAS CREAM 
AND SUGAR 
OPTIONAL 
EQUIPMENT? 

Late ’50s Beetle  

offered a caffeine jolt
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Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica

it had a metal disc on the bottom of 
them that allowed them to stick to 
the machine magnetically, and the 
unit itself mounts to the dash with a 
simple bracket, allowing for the cof-
fee pot to quickly be removed and 
cleaned when necessary.  

Can you imagine a luxury people 
mover like the Lexus LM having a 
coffee maker fitted in-between the 
front seats for the rear passengers 
to enjoy a cup while sitting in traf-
fic, on their way to a business meet-
ing? 

Or the latest 2021 Mercedes S-
Class Maybach having a coffee maker 
and cupholder as mentioned above 
with a metal disc under the cup to 
stay stable at the rear seat tray for 
the boss to enjoy his or her favorite 
drip coffee brewed through a ma-
chine sitting at his side as he reads 

the business section of his online 
newspaper. The waft of freshly 
brewed coffee lingering in the cabin 
as he sips and reads while sitting in 
traffic. This will be an accessory that 
will take luxury automotive features 
to the next level.  

Yes, not only the classic VW Beetle 
had this accessory. As recent as 2012, 
Fiat (being a product of Italy and a 
country that loves its expresso) had 
as an option a Lavazza Espresso ma-
chine. French company, Handpresso 
designed the Fiat’s 12-volt coffee 
maker but it never became popular 
as cup holders become unpopular 
with many auto manufacturers and 
coffee bar drive-thrus started sprout-
ing up all around the city. VWCA 

 
Daniel Sherman Fernandez writes 

for Drive Safe & Fast at www.dsf.my.

COFFEE



VW AUTOIST        23

☯
Local Volks
Activities of VWCA affiliates

Back in business 

W
e’ve always said that participation in local chap-
ter activities is a huge part of “enjoying your 

VW to the fullest.” Well, these “pandemic years” have 
meant new challenges for local chapters to keep their 
members involved and engaged. “Social distancing” 
has curtailed many events that called for large gath-
erings in a relatively confined space. Outdoor dining 
has, by necessity, come into fashion so monthly plan-
ning sessions can still take place. But most local 
chapters have still found some unique and fun ways 
to enjoy our VWs. 
 BADGER BEETLES AUTOFUN CLUB, MILWAUKEE:  The group 
has always been a camping-oriented, and this has 
continued uninterrupted in spite of COVID-19. What 
better way to enjoy the wide-open spaces with your 
VW friends? And you haven’t lived until you wake up 
to the aroma of sizzling bacon wafting through your 
camper.   
 NORTHEAST ILLINOIS VW ASSN., LISLE:  NIVA members 
have kept busy with several cruise-ins, most notably 
the annual “SuperDawg Invasion,” which typically 
draws 50-65 VWs as well as the attention of passers-
by. In July, the club marked its 20th consecutive year 
of participation in the Bartlett Independence Day Pa-
rade, the only exception was last year, when the pa-
rade was canceled due to the pandemic. 
 STATELINE VOLKS FOLKS, ROCKFORD, ILL.:  Members also 
maintained a camping theme with a sea of Westfalia 
campers descending upon Lowden State Park in Ore-
gon, Illinois, along with several NIVA campers. The 
perfect weather allowed everyone to stroll from 
campsite to campsite and examine the various cus-
tom features the members have “invented.” There 
should be a contest for this! 
 

Check our website, VWClub.org, for listings of 

these and other future events. Better yet, tell us how 
you are enjoying your VW to the fullest. Drop us a 
note at VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora IL 60542 
or e-mail us at VWClub@aol.com and we’ll add it to 
this column. We’re waiting to hear from you! 

Finally, this column is in need of a member to com-
pile the activities of our local chapters and send them 
bi-monthly to the AUTOIST editor. If you’re the one, 
contact VWCA at VWClub@aol.com or directly to the 
AUTOIST editor at VWAutoist@icloud.com. 

 
A grille with gumption 

If you’ve ever been camping with the Badger Bee-
tles AutoFun Club of Milwaukee, you’ve probably no-
ticed their 
now-iconic 
grille. Laura 
Kuklinski gives 
us the backstory: 
John and Ruth 
Schmechel were 
club members in 
the 1960s. John 
was a blacksmith 
and actually 
made the grille 
for the club. The 
cast iron griddle 
came from a 
restaurant, and 
the rest John 
fabricated or 
made from things he had lying around his workshop. 
John passed away 30-plus years ago, but the grille 
remains strong. It’s seen one heck of a lot of bacon 
and eggs — and probably heard lots of camping sto-
ries in the past 60 years! VWCA

The grille can be broken down into five pieces 
for easy transportation. Laura Kuklinski says it 
attracts plenty of looks and comments from 
other campers. “It's really squeaky so you can't 
miss it when it's rolled over the fire,” she said. 
“It's like a dog whistle for everyone to bring 
their pancake mix, eggs and bacon to the 
campfire. The squeak is our anti-theft device 
so nobody steals the grill.”
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The Frontdriver
BY RICHARD G. VANTREUREN *rgvant@juno.com

Return to Oshkosh    

I
n light of 2020’s covid-caused can-
cellation, Experimental Aircraft As-

sociation CEO Jack Pelton said, “This 
was perhaps the most challenging set 
of circumstances we’ve ever faced as 
an organization to make … AirVen-
ture 2021 a truly memorable experi-
ence. … Our theme was ‘The Wait is 
Over,’ and indeed it was.” 

Approximately 608,000 people at-
tended, the Van Treurens included. 
(Debbie volunteered as composites 
and rib-stitching instructor, yours 
truly made an updated airships pres-
entation. A total of 1,055 forums, 
workshops and other presentations 
were hosted.)  

Wittman Regional Airport had 16,378 aircraft op-
erations in the 10-day period from July 22-31, which 
is an average of approximately 116 takeoffs/landings 
per hour when the airport is open. More than 5,000 

volunteers contributed in excess of 250,000 hours.  
The 3,176 aircraft included balloons, 1,420 vintage 

aircraft registered, plus 1,089 home-built aircraft, 
354 warbirds, 148 aerobatic aircraft, 112 seaplanes, 

Donated Beetles facilitated volunteers, making sure spectators and taxiing airplanes kept a 
social distance. Here, a Rutan composite aircraft — some models of which employ converted 
VW engines — is heading for parking as Goodyear’s Wingfoot III passes aloft.

Two Orange Beetles have been equipped as “Follow me” cars, their giant directionals easier to see from tail-wheel cockpits. Operators keep in 
touch on the aircraft radio frequency thanks to sponsor ICOM. 
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33 ultralights, 27 rotorcraft and Goodyear’s Wingfoot 
III semi-rigid airship. An estimated 40,000 visitors 
camped in more than 12,000 sites in aircraft and 
drive-in camping.  

EAA has increased its use of donated air-cooled 
VWs, its small fleet maintained locally because the 

“hobbyist” licenses issued are not intended for high-
way use. As the photos here show, the EAA makes 
good use of donated VWs. EAA will find good use for 
any future VW donations. VWCA

This “militarized” 
Beetle blends into 
the Warbirds area. In 
addition to the many 
restored Warbirds 
and re-enactors’ en-
campments of olive 
drab tents and 
tracked vehicles, we 
see two of the sev-
eral former North 
American T-6 / SNJ 
airplanes converted 
to look like Japanese 
warplanes. 

TOP: New Beetle was a vendor’s car, one of the exhibitors showing a new 
all-electric aircraft. One, the Volocopter, made a demo flight at the show. 
ABOVE: 5,000 volunteers had to be kept oiled as well: This innovator 
motorized his ice chest for the greatest efficiency brew per gallon.

uMEMBERS:  Add value to your VWCA membership by reg-
istering at VWClub.org to take advantage of discounts on 
exclusive Club Store merchandise and to renew your mem-
bership, using either PayPal or your credit card. 

uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by email to 
VWClub@aol.com.
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VolksWoman
BY LOIS GRACE *vlkswmn@sbcglobal.net

A year later, tomorrow finally came    

I
  recently had a conversation with myself. I started 
it, and Myself just kept chiming in. It went some-

thing like this: 
So ... we moved just about a year ago to a small 

town south of San Jose, and I still can’t seem to get 
completely unpacked. It just feels like there is stuff 
everywhere. and I don’t know how to find anything. 

Oh, you have too unpacked. You’re not doing badly, 
there’s just so much to do that you can’t do it ALL at 
once. Relax. 

You’re right. I have done a lot. The inside of the 
house is livable, and we have been spending most of 
our time in the 
yards. We have 
done SO MUCH 
landscaping! Con-
sidering there was 
little to no land-
scaping when we 
arrived, and what 
was here we 
mostly ripped out, 
I think we’ve done 
great. Speaking of which, I really need to get that 
lemon tree (or whatever it is) in the ground. It can’t 
live in a five-gallon pot forever. Tomorrow. I’m going 
to plant that, and the black locust tree tomorrow.” (I 
didn’t) 

Can’t you take a break from even thinking about it for 
a bit? Just stop it. Do chores or do something to stop the 
relentless, frenetic gardening thing that you do. I don’t 
know how you can stand yourself. You drive ME nuts. 

Gee, thanks. Well, if it weren’t for me we’d still be 
living in a dust bowl with a couple octogenarian Yuc-
cas and a runaway pyracantha. 

Yeah ... well ... (eye rolling). 

I really should write something for Fred, for the 
AUTOIST. (Insert heavy sigh here.) I really love writing 
about my favorite cars and what they mean to me. 
Or, what they’ve done to me lately. Or, what I’ve done 
to them. Lord (and Vernon) know what they’ve done 
to ME during this whole time frame. Not all of it was 
good either ... batteries! OMG, the way they go 
through batteries!  

But that’s another story. So why can’t I just sit 
down and write the dang story for Fred? I am surely 
not lacking in enthusiasm. I’ve always been a bit of a 
procrastinator, especially with stuff I really like 
doing. Remember organizing? I loved organizing 

stuff so much that 
I’d put it off till I 
couldn’t stand it 
any longer. I think 
I was afraid of the 
organizing ending, 
and then I 
wouldn’t have any-
thing to do. Or 
nothing fun to do. 
But writing for the 

AUTOIST is something I’ve always loved doing. I’ve 
never lacked for material to write about thanks to 
those rowdy kids in the garage. So why haven’t I 
done it? 

I think it’s because you’re overwhelmed and you’re 
focusing now on planting stuff and getting things in the 
ground so you can enjoy them later. The cars are tak-
ing a back seat for the moment. Heck, you haven’t even 
gone to a car show in like four years. 

I know. I just can’t get too excited over sitting at a 
car show when there is so much to do here! Not to 
mention how I have all these ideas for stories for 
Fred and the AUTOIST, and haven’t done any of them.” 

Biff the VW Pickup, Gus the GTI and Mac the Ram pickup at the Grace compound. 
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There you go again.  
I am NOT. Generally speaking (I always talk to 

myself this way), I’m disciplined enough to meet 
deadlines. It just seems like since we pulled up 
stakes from the Old Place, I’ve been so LAH-DI-DAH 
about everything. It must be the aging process. I 
want to use all my time wisely, because I don’t feel 
like I’ve got an endless supply of that time anymore. 

Well, come on, that big fire last fall didn’t help. That 
was a huge distraction. It’s not completely your fault. 
Give yourself a break. 

You mean the half-million acre fire that broke out 
behind our house and nearly caused us to flee in 
panic? 

No, I mean the fire that destroyed 500,000 acres 
total, that burned for weeks, that nearly caused us to 
flee in panic, but didn’t come closer than about 3.5 
miles from our (new) house. Good thing Rob had 
hitched the trailer to the truck and left them both set 
up, ready to go, just in case. Those 1 a.m. texts from 
the California Department of  Forestry were getting 
freaky (and tiring). 

Yeah, very true. And there were fires everywhere 
here last fall. Just when you thought it was done, an-
other one would break out. All I could think of was 
all my vintage VW babies going 
up in flames. Truly a scary time. 
Good thing friends let us bring 
four of them to their place, since 
they were not in the line of fire. 
UGGGHHH, bad — very bad — 
choice of words. 

Why do you that? Why do you 
go back over stuff in your head 
that is already gone? That’s 
what’s keeping me from writing 
something good for Fred. Rehash-
ing old events. The old VWs are 
only part of the equation — 
everything got in the way. Moving is disrupting enough 
but when you haven’t done it for 41 years, it’s even 
worse. No wonder you’re all discombobulated. 

And don’t even get me started on the whole COVID 
thing. Last year was a big zero for everyone — for 
the first time EVER, in more than 30 years, there was 

NO KELLEY PARK MEET. Unheard of. 
I know. COVID has taken a big bite out of a lot of 

events, not just VW car shows. You’re not blaming your 
lack of journalistic creativity on COVID, are you? 

Of course not! If anything that should have given 
me more time to sit down and type up stories for the 
AUTOIST. But it didn’t, for some reason. I feel like I 
have Restless Brain Syndrome, you know? When my 
brain just won’t stop moving around in unauthorized 
ways? It’s hard to focus on just one thing, like writ-
ing, when all I can think of is what haven’t I un-

packed? 
We sat together in silence for 

a few moments, neither of us 
knowing what to say. Then it oc-
curred to me: I shoulda written 
that thing for Fred. I coulda 
written him like 15 short stories 
by now if I’d just DONE IT when 
I first said I’d do it. And, I 
woulda done it if this whole 
moving house thing hadn’t got-
ten in the way. It’s been a freak-
ing YEAR since we moved, can 
you believe it? I can’t. And I still 

need to tell the story of how Vernon did NOT want to 
leave his old garage. Turned out he was as barn-sour 
as the old nag is about her stall. That would make a 
great story.   

Oh, well, I can’t do it all immediately. I think I’ll do 
it tomorrow.” VWCA 

The new “back yard” — and this is only the fenced in part. The rest of the 
2.5 acres is beyond this. With more weeds and squirrels.

Rob’s favorite part of this whole thing: driving his very 
own tractor. He’s moving around wood chip mulch 
here. And, yes, the tractor has a name: Big Hoss.
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The second generation (B2) Passat — called the 
1982 Quantum here — aped the Audi 4000. The 
third generation (B3) Passat arrived in the States by 
1990 as, finally, the Passat. This time it was more VW 
than Audi. It had a transversely mounted engine with 
a front-drive platform. When VW refreshed this 
model, it became the 1996 (B4) Passat.  

For 1998, VW returned to the Audi 
store. It employed the A4 (con-
fusing, isn’t it?) as the basis for 
the (B5) Passat. This version 
won critical acclaim and shop-
pers noticed. Sales picked up. 
And the folks at Volks added 
a W-8 engine to the mix. VW 
reversed direction for its re-
placement —the 2006 (B6) 
Passat returned to the trans-
verse engine layout. And our 
(B7) American Passat contin-
ued that theme (2012) but didn’t share the European 
Passat’s body or drive line. 

And for those who dig all things Passat, we should-
n’t forget the sexy CC or the Arteon. Both share Euro 
Passat architecture under their low silhouettes. One 
of my favorite Dasher ads ran in MS magazine. It 

shows a woman with 
this blurb, “I bought a 
wagon out of wed-
lock.” A single woman 
faux confesses that 
she didn’t need to get 
married, have chil-
dren and move to the 
suburbs in order to 
load it up and take off 
in VW’s tidy, economi-
cal fuel-injected space 
shuttle.  

Where have the 
VWs gone?  

Check out your 

local VW store. I did when charging the ID.4 loaner. I 
saw a lot without a lot —only a handful of new VWs. 
Volkswagen of Milwaukee North’s new car manager 
says VW’s short vehicle inventory has them searching 
other dealers nationwide in order to find vehicles to 
sell.  

VWoA introduced the U.S.-spec eighth-generation 
2022 GTI at the Chicago Auto Show. It 

held a noontime press conference. 
Due to coronavirus restrictions, 
a limited number of journalists 
attended the GTI’s coming out 

party. And the cars, says a 
CAS rep, disappeared before 
the consumer part of the 
show. CAS organizers worked 
quickly to create a 2021 
show. They didn’t plan a full-
scale bash with a media pre-
view. Automakers request this 
latter part; it was a last-

minute add.  
The new more potent GTI now boasts a higher 

starting MSRP — more than $30,500. Heated 
“Scalepaper Plaid” sports seats are standard. As are 
VW’s new digital displays and controls, similar in 
function to the ID.4’s. Say goodbye to the volume 
and tuning knobs. I’m not a fan. Some interior mate-
rials seem less handsome, but VW promises improved 
vehicle dynamics due to a standard torque-sensing 
limited-slip differential.  

VW’s subcompact Taos rollout, meanwhile, hit a 
speed bump. Volkswagen issued a stop-sale order for 
all-wheel-drive models because the vehicle can shut 
itself off while in use. Dealers received a notice. It 
says 4Motion versions sometimes “shut off unexpect-
edly when coming to a stop.” VW’s working on a fix.  

 
Thanks for the cards and letters 

I thought I’d share timely reader correspondence. 
These days, rather than contacting your editor first, 
AUTOIST readers often send me emails or text mes-
sages. Jack Pavie says there’s a German saying: Noth-

DRIVER’S SEAT
uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-
utor since 1993, has upgraded his 
wheels since getting his first car in 
the early ’60s. 

2001 Passat
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ing ever leaves a German house. Some German and 
or Mennonite people, according to Pavie, have “not 
throwing things away” DNA.  

He says the Pavie family saved lots of stuff. It and 
the Leppke barn clans are, say, separated at birth. 
Pavie’s contribution strikes me as wonderful. He no-
ticed the ethnic and religious practices behind our 
ancestors’ knack for collecting old things. And as 
Pavie notes, some items unfortunately were lost in 
translation as old family photos 
often without names, dates or event 
titles make it difficult to recover the 
past.  

 
That bootleg Squareback 

Peter Dykema wanted to know: 
What’s a bootleg Squareback? It’s 
what they called a gray market vehi-
cle. Because VW didn’t officially sell 
the Type 3 or VW 1600 in the USA 
until the 1966 model year, its Ameri-
can dealers and others imported 
“used” ones and sold them here. 
Those with VW intoxication pored 
through newspaper classified ads to 
find outfits who snuck them into the 
USA.  

 
VWCA’s Euro Tour 

The January 1965 cover of For-
eign Car Guide featured its pub-
lisher’s brand-new VW 1500 
Variant S with two foxy ladies. He 
bought it while on the fall 1964 
VWCA Tour — an annual trek to 
Wolfsburg as Mecca. It’s in front of 
the Berlin Hilton. He reported that 
VW 1500 models were available for 
overseas delivery as of Jan. 2, 
1965. Later that year, VWoA began 
importing 1600cc versions — 1966 
model year cars called Fastback 
and Squareback in the USA.  

A March 1964 FCG photo shows 
a large group of VWCA Club Tour-

goers at a Cleveland airport. It reported this tour was 
an annual pilgrimage to Europe. It was so successful 
that it required two plainloads (sic) of club members 
(just under 400) who made the trip. FCG’s editor 
documented the happening, wanting to share the 
participants’ enthusiasm.  

Apparently, these pioneer VWCA members made a 
splash — more than eight pages of photos and text 
documented tour. This issue’s cover photo showed » 

These German tourists appear to be seriously happy about posing with the new 1500 model. 

A sampling of some of Jack Pavie’s collectibles. 
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DRIVER’S SEAT
six rows of Beetles 
and a few Buses, 
which were taken 
home by these wide-
eyed tourists who 
witnessed VW’s as-
sembly techniques. 
FCG urged readers to 
join the VWCA asap, 
to reap the benefits 
of the next three-
week trip to Europe 
in September 1965, 
plus the purchase of 
a new VW for about 
the retail price of the 
car in the States.  

 
Fuel or fool lines  

Mr. Dykema, inspired by my 
piece on VW fuel lines, looked 
carefully at his Bug’s engine 
bay. He discovered a sloppy fix. 
Instead of the engine-tin grom-
met meant to protect fuel-hose 
chafing or air leaks, someone 
added another hose around the 
original size one — not tidy. 
Only you can prevent Beetle 
fires. 

Then there’s the unnamed 
Type 3 guy. I’ve received several text messages from a 
1972 Squareback collector. He’s restoring one with 
some modifications geared toward a non-fuel in-
jected higher-output engine. This process ran into 
snags. The body shop, for instance, filled in the body 
holes toward the back of the fuel tank. Thus, our 
“guy” couldn’t figure out how to route key parts. On 
one side, the lines and hoses from a brake-fluid 
reservoir worm their way to the master cylinder. On 
the other side, fuel pump wiring slips through. VW 
then sealed these apertures with tar-like goo.  

The rear lid and its wiring proved problematic. For 

instance, the lid’s emblem holes are horizontal; there 
are three rows of them. For 1972, emblems were 
placed diagonally on the left side. You attach the 
Volkswagen script through the top holes. Below this, 
automatic transmission Type 3s had holes for the 
word “automatic.” His rear lid came from a 1969 or 
so Squareback with an automatic. The left upper 
holes retain the Volkswagen script, the ones below it 
a metal garnish and on the right side the word “auto-
matic.”  

Then there were wiring issues. Apparently, some-
one pulled the original lid and its electrical harness. 

An AUTOIST story pitching the annual European tour.  The $25 a day for expenses for the 1965 tour would be about 
$220 in today’s dollars. And that VW Deluxe Wagon, a mere $19,418. The 1200 sedan, $11,466. Shipping cost, $1,365.. 
But those were bare-bones cars compared to U.S. exports then and standard creature comforts common today. 

VWCA members pose before departing from Cleveland for the 1963 European Tour. 
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The rear window defroster and license plate lamps 
require wires. The defroster’s hot wire routes on the 
left through the roof into the left rear armrest to a 
relay under the rear seat. On the lid’s right, there’s a 
ground screw near the hinge cover. Wires route from 
the tail lamp to around the right hinge to the plate 
lamps.  

This entire saga reminds me of a recent Hagerty 
publication. It, as did several other media outlets, 
featured VWs from the firm’s Michigan offices. Max 
the Beetle, a brand mascot VW’s ad agency Crispin 
Porter wanted, is an imposter 1964 model. I call Max 
an imposter because his front turn signals are 1963 
or earlier, the rear lid has the 1963 or earlier smaller 
license plate lamp (1964 had a one-year only wider 
housing, revised deck stamping and T handle deck 
latch, introduced during the first week of 1200cc 
production in August 1963).  

Inside, VW says it wears venerable basketweave 
seat covers. Wrong. The 1964 1200cc Bug had 
striped cord pattern upholstery. Striped like a 
Stuckey’s candy wrapper’s graphics. Black Max 
should wear either gray stripe or red/black striped 
seats. Since-color basketweave arrived in 1966 on 
the 1300cc models. The 1965 1200cc Beetles wore 
mesh-style vinyl like the Type 3’s. And finally, VW 
color-keyed 1964 model year Bugs. Their running 
board mats and wheel rims complemented the body 
color. Black Bugs had Pearl White rims with black 
hub centers. Max’s rims have those colors reversed. 

You’d think an outfit like Hagerty would dig a bit 
deeper into this vehicle’s history. Using VW’s official 
press release leads people astray. It’s not accurate. 
The story of this car’s restoration and the decisions 
made are worth exploring. At the Detroit auto show 
some time ago, Lynn Anderson (Hot VWs) tried to 
get Max’s VIN to ferret out Max’s birthdate. I was 
there. She, too, believed Max was an imposter.  

Few 1964 Beetles wear their original fabrics, as 
their leatherette seats (vinyl) didn’t last very long. 
The vinyl split and seat-cover stitching came apart. 
So, most of these VWs were redone in the later bas-
ketweave style, although these days seat cover kits 
(often described as OEM) feature smooth vinyl. Any-
one know where I can locate Alpine Blue running 

boards? My Bahama Blue ’64 Bug wants them. I’m 
sure the VW AUTOIST covered, hmmm, this topic back 
when those tours with champagne breakfasts were 
big news. 

 
Motor vehicle thefts on rise 

“It’s terrible.” That’s how Steve O’Connell, who 
formed a Coalition for Safe Driving MKE, describes 
motor vehicle thefts. Since January 2021, the Mil-
waukee Police Department reported 5,144 stolen ve-
hicles. Of them, 66% were Kia or Hyundai models. 
According to Milwaukee’s Common Council, Kia 
model years 2011 and newer, Hyundai model years 
2015 and newer are theft magnets. Thieves target 
the versions with key-ignition systems.  

This rash of purloined vehicles overwhelmed local 
law enforcement. It’s a public safety issue; those who 
steal these rides tend to operate them recklessly. Mil-
waukee officials are accusing Hyundai/Kia of drain-
ing Milwaukee resources due to flawed anti-theft 
systems. Certainly, the perpetrators are responsible, 
but easy-to-steal cars exacerbate the problem. 
There’s now a civil suit in the Milwaukee County 
Court. O’Connell expects a class-action suit against 
Hyundai/Kia. 

Officials say thieves enter vehicles by breaking or 
popping out a window. This doesn’t trigger the theft 
alarm. Then, they use a pliers or a USB cable to de-
feat the ignition lock and start the cars. 

Michele Tinson, a Hyundai representative, says 
Hyundai Motor America is aware of a recent rise in 
thefts of some Hyundai vehicles in Milwaukee. “We 
are close to finalizing our investigation and will con-
tinue to work with local law enforcement.” 

Police officials say Hyundia/Kia helped them ac-
quire Club steering wheel locks. In turn, local police 
districts offer Clubs free to local residents or those 
who work and park in Milwaukee. Though the Club 
can be defeated, it’s a deterrent. One Kia Soul driver 
I interviewed said her car was stolen twice. She had 
a fuel-pump circuit interrupter or immobilizer in-
stalled. She also uses the steering wheel lock to dis-
courage break-ins. 

Hyundai wouldn’t discuss whether its vehicles are 
fully compliant with the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
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Standards. This reporter thinks it’s likely Hyundai or 
Kia meet federal rules. That’s because some regula-
tions don’t state how robustly these theft deterrents 
must work. Yet, as anyone who’s ordered a new key 
for a late-model VW knows, many carmakers use 
“chipped” keys, which are programmed to work with 
a specific vehicle. If someone tries to start the car by 
forcing the ignition system switch without the 
proper key, the vehicle won’t start. Some sources say 
chipped keys are required in Canada (Hyundais/Kias 
sold there have them) but not in the USA.  

NHTSA’s Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Protection 
regulation required most motor vehicles sold in the 
USA built after January 1970 to have theft protection 
and rollaway prevention systems. The NHTSA could 
regulate vehicle theft protection because it affected 
public safety. Those who steal cars often engage in 
reckless and deadly behavior. A January 1969 rule 
required VINs on all passenger cars. 

Standard 114 set in motion automotive design 
changes. For example, VW moved the ignition switch 
from the dashboard to the steering column (1969 
model year). When the car’s key is turned to the off 
position and then removed, the column locks. This 
rule requires at least 1,000 unique key combinations, 
an audible warning if the key is in the starting sys-
tem and the door closest to the driver is opened. Cars 
with a transmission in Park position must have roll-
away prevention. The key cannot be removed from 
the ignition switch unless the vehicle is in park.  

Either steering or forward self-mobility must be 
prevented if the key is removed from the starting sys-
tem. Now you know why the Auto Stick Beetle 
doesn’t have a shift interlock — there’s no Park posi-
tion. For 2010, the transmission/brake interlock was 
required. Although not discussed in this rule, for 
1974, cars had a seat-belt interlock system — much 
hated by the public and later rescinded.  

As with any bureaucracy, the NHTSA reformulated 
the safety standard. Law enforcement pushed for fur-
ther measures meant to cut auto theft, the scope of 
vehicles covered increased, including trucks and 
multi-purpose machines. Priorities shifted during the 

Reagan era, when NHTSA’s tough 5 mph bumper 
standard weakened.  

Experts say Standard 114 didn’t establish some 
performance standards. It didn’t say how well the 
steering column lock should resist a crook. In addi-
tion, as the Feds added further refinements, some-
times automakers asked for exemptions. The NHTSA, 
for example, might ease up if the automaker claimed 
a new model had a low theft risk.  

As anti-theft features on our rides have evolved, 
historically, vehicle thefts have plagued automobility. 
Back in 1919, the Dryer Act made interstate trans-
portation of stolen vehicles a federal crime. Those 
who collect, say a 1932 V-8 Ford, know Blue Oval- 
stamped vehicle serial numbers at several places on 
frame and the transmission housing. Those numbers 
had stars at their beginning or end to deter tamper-
ing. These serial numbers aided law enforcement re-
covering stolen property. Today’s collectors look for a 
matching set; it means you’ve got the real thing. 

This review of anti-theft rules is helpful: one, law 
enforcement and consumer groups pegged auto theft 
as a public safety hazard; two, federal regulators re-
sponded to these concerns by implementing rules 
meant to thwart grand-theft auto or inadvertent 
movement of an automobile; and third, the rule-
makers weren’t clairvoyant — they addressed rele-
vant concerns based on existing law-enforcement 
data. They, however, couldn’t predict how coron-
avirus-era crooks would tamper with your car.  VWCA 

DRIVER’S SEAT

The Club is shown on a Hyundai model. 
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Club Store



RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 
 

FOR SALE: 1972 Ghia Coupe, new 2-liter 137 hp motor, transmis-
sion, gas tank, clutch, Gene Berg shifter, battery, tires, rear disc 
brakes, no rust, red color. $24,000 US. Car located in Greensboro, 
Georgia. E-mail: rzapletal@aluchem.com 
FOR SALE: I have a full ‘82 VW Cab. Rabbit 1.6 diesel. Need crank-
shaft, will inform you how to take it off your engine. I have ’77 gaso-
line engine, need whole car (I am in the San Francisco Bay area 
near Richmond). Will sell full engine for parts and transmission. I 
have hoist to work. Edgar Perry, (510) 234-1392 (CA). 
FOR SALE: Vehicles, parts, accessories, literature, toys. Over 50 
yrs. John’s Car Corner, Westminster, VT 05158. (802) 722-3180.  
johnsccorner@gmail.com 
FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-$149.95. 
Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publishers): $9.95-
$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual $37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 
37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 
380-9277. 
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 
1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 
3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and Zuf-
fenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 
(CA). 
BACK AUTOIST ISSUES: Did you know that a limited number of 
copies of past AUTOIST issues are available from our Club Store? Get 
an extra copy of the one that featured your car in an article or just 

Classified Ads

New Members
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VWClub.org
Add value to your VWCA membership by  
registering at VWClub.org to take advan-
tage of discounts on exclusive Club Store 
merchandise and to renew your member-
ship, using either PayPal or your credit 
card.

uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by email to 
VWClub@aol.com.

CALIFORNIA: Kevin Poulter, Beaumont; William Carlson, Eureka; 
Claude N. Mitchell, Los Angeles; Jessica Sutter, San Luis Obispo; 
Ricky Lee Stone, Westminster 
CONNECTICUT: Rafael Sanchez, Bridgeport 
FLORIDA: Kenneth John LaFrate, Lady Lake; Michael Wallace, New 
Smyrna Beach; Wayne Johnson, Orlando 
INDIANA: Ronald Wenger, South Bend 
LOUISIANA: Kelsey Hartong, Amite 
MINNESOTA: Jon Anderson, Hermantown 
NEW JERSEY: Kevin Macconnell, Annandale 
NEW YORK: Jaime Herringshaw, Dolgeville; Gary Danner, Orchard 
Park 
PENNSYLVANIA: Ralph Puerta, Hellertown; Ratan Shah, Jean-
nette; Mary Hill, Malvern 
SOUTH CAROLINA: Benjamin Throop, Charleston; Eddie Given, 
Travelers Rest 
VIRGINIA: Levi Reavis, Galax; Rob Cox, Reston 
WASHINGTON: Ralph Bernard, Marysville 
WISCONSIN: Theodore Johnson, Lacrosse; James L. Schroeder, 
Mount Pleasant

to complete your collection. Copies are $5 each including shipping 
and handling. Inquire about issues more than 20 years old. Order 
from Volkswagen Club of America, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 
60542-0154 or check for the most recent issues in our online Club 
Store at VWClub.org.



Parting Shot
No, it’s not a Lego model

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 
allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Send a snail mail 
to the VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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Over the years, Volkswagen has produced some recognizable vehicles that have earned their iconic places in the automotive industry. The Volkswagen 
Basis-Transporter lives at the opposite end of the spectrum as perhaps one of the rarest Volkswagen models ever produced. In the 1970s, high gas 
prices and an uncertain economy fueled the need for basic utility vehicles worldwide that could be built affordably. The Basis-Transporter used a 
Beetle powertrain, but the engine and transmission were located under the cab and drove the front wheels. The two-door, boxy work truck was 
powered by an air-cooled 1.6-liter engine, could reach up to 50 hp and had a four-speed manual transmission. About the size of a modern-day Jetta, 
the vehicle was able to reach 48 mph and the bed of the vehicle could carry up to 2,205 pounds, making it perfect for utilitarian purposes. Volkswagen 
produced knock-down kits, or assemble-at-home products, in Germany and built complete air-cooled vehicles in Mexico between 1975 and 1979. 
Only 6,200 Basis-Transporter Prototypes were produced and distributed in developing countries like Mexico, Turkey and Pakistan.
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