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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

When things go from bad to wurst   

V
W announced it’s canceling currywurst from 
some, so it sounds, Wolfsburg canteens. This 

caused a food fight, no baloney! Many scribes could-
n’t contain themselves coming up with wordy modi-
fiers to describe VW’s tasteless decision. 

We’ve been told CEO Herbert Diess wants carbon-
free menus to complement VW’s move toward bat-
tery electric vehicles. He told employees VW will 
remove meat from about 150 recipes at company 
restaurants when its giant German factory reopened 
in August after the summer break.  

The idea is simple: go vegan, abolishing all factory-
farm meat by 2025.  

I haven’t sampled this savory staple in Wolfsburg 
— no fooling, it’s got its own VW part number — yet, 
I’ve noshed on the spicy snack at VW’s cafe above its 
booth during the press preview at the North Ameri-
can International Auto Show. VW shipped key ingre-
dients to the USA and found a Detroit-area vendor 
who made the sausage. This lean-pork treat is 
“meater” than the bratwurst served in the press box 
at a Milwaukee Brewers game — one edible I relish 

even though I’m not a hot-dog fan. It’s 
often topped with the ballpark’s “secret 
sauce,” a tangy Duesseldorf-style mustard.  

I’d say VW’s dealers should serve currywurst dosed 
in its “catsupy” condiment — much like those meat-
balls at IKEA. And if a vegan alternative has the same 
satisfying kick, add that to the menu. Heck, it might 
build showroom traffic more quickly than yet an-
other SUV. 

 
Truth in advertising 

Have you read a good car review lately? Many 
twist your brain. They’re smorgasbords of vehicular 
terms — loaded with jargon and layered with strings 
of abbreviations. They end up being about as nutri-
tious to the eyes as the ingredients list found on a 
Swanson TV dinner. Now called frozen meals — 
hmmm, even crummy food has auto-marketing eu-
phemisms. 

Let’s return to the early 1970s when the Federal 
Trade Commission, consumer advocates and federal 
lawmakers delved into the jargon, puffery and other 
nonsense surrounding the marketing of autos and TV 
receivers. In a nod to Lewis Carroll, they wondered 
whether a “word means just what I choose it to 
mean, neither more nor less.” The Georgetown Uni-
versity Law Center’s Institute for Public Interest’s 
1972 report to Congress concluded that advertising 
for TVs did not inform because technical language 
was translated into fancy-sounding marketing jargon. 
A degaussing coil, for instance, (wire wrapped 
around a color CRT’s back, energized briefly when 
a set is turned on to remove magnetic fields) be-
came a “color purifier.”  

The experts at Georgetown pored through docu-
ments the FTC requested from TV makers meant to 
prove their marketing claims. RCA, for example, 
flooded the FTC with piles of specious papers wear-
ing out those seeking the truth. Others hid behind 

uTURN TO PAGE 28
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Small Talk
VW + AUDI AT A GLANCE

 SCOUTING OUT A NEW PICKUP?:  
Could Volkswagen turn the old In-
ternational Scout vehicle into EV? 
Motor Trend reports that the com-
pany was in the process of buying 
the Scout name. Let the specula-
tion begin on whether a potential 
Ford Bronco competitor emerges.  
 NEW NAMES ADD INTRIGUE:  VW has 
taken out European Union trade-
marks on three names that could 
be related to the expected three 
primary variations of VW’s upcom-
ing re-born electric Microbus, 
which is expected to be available 
around 2023. The trademarks are 
for the names Loungeback, 
Streamback and ID.Life.  
 RECORD ROAD TRIP:  An ID.4 has 

driven its way into the Guinness 
Book of World Records, claiming 
the title of “longest continuous 
journey by electric vehicle (non-
solar) in a single country.” The 
ID.4 managed a 35,770-mile trip, 
starting and ending at VW’s U.S. 
headquarters in Virginia, more 
than doubling the mileage of the 
previous record holder. 
 IN SEARCH OF A CHARGE:  Electrify 
America is giving EV drivers a 
streamlined way of finding a 
charging station by adding Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto sup-
port. That should allow EV drivers 
to find charging stations much 
more easily on the go. The plat-
forms will allow drivers to access 
the Electrify America app through 

NEW & IMPROVED
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 ID.5 UP NEXT:  VW has its 
SUV representation cov-
ered in the ID.4, and 
you’ll be seeing a coupe-
like variant soon called 
ID.5. The automaker re-
cently dropped some re-
vealing teaser shots of 
the ID.5, suggesting that the debut is imminent, and Motor Authority’s 
latest spy shots and video (screen shot above) shows what the crossover 
will look like out on the road. The website says the ID.5 looks virtually 
identical to the ID.4 apart from its curved roof, which ends in a rear 
hatch. The ID.5 also sports a small rear spoiler at the base of the rear 
windshield, whereas the ID.4 mounts its spoiler at the top. The interior 
design should be common to the two crossovers.

a car’s infotainment system.  

 CAR-NET SUNSET:  VW says it’s end-
ing Car-Net services for its 2014-
2019 model-year vehicles. They 
use AT&T’s 3G service, which sun-
sets in February. Active Car-Net 
subscribers are being mailed noti-
fication of their respective January 
2022 end-of-service dates. 
 ID.3 IS A HIT:  Like the Golf before it, 
the ID.3 is a hit in Europe as VW 
recently reported more than 
144,000 orders for the Golf-like 
model by late September. Overall, 
VW said it had delivered 122,100 
all-electric vehicles globally in the 
third quarter, doubling its tally 
from the same period a year before. 
 PRODUCTION DOWNTURN:  Thanks 
to supply chain challenges, VW 
had produced just 300,000 cars at 
its main Wolfsburg plant by late 
October, the lowest figure since 
1958 and far behind its average 
output before the pandemic. The 
plant, which makes cars from the 
Golf, Tiguan and Seat brands 
among others, produced an aver-
age of 780,000 vehicles a year in 
the past decade, and the company 
said in 2018 it aimed to boost this 
figure to a million. But supply 
chain problems meant just under 
500,000 vehicles made it off the 
assembly line in 2020. 

EV NEWS

COMPANY NEWS



Retro Autoist
FROM THE VWCA ARCHIVES 
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 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011:  VW presented a car for the 
urban world of tomorrow at the Frankfurt Auto Show, 
called NILS. VW says the 
half-ton single-seat elec-
tric vehicle has a progres-
sive aluminum space 
frame, wing doors and 
freestanding wheels, ex-
hibiting a high level of 
dynamic performance, 
yet with zero emissions while traveling silently into the 
future. Postscript: Its production was ... NIL.  
 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011:  British employees at VW 
Communications were thinking unofficial world record. 
The results: not only is it possible for four people to sit 
in the new VW Up in normal use, but a total of 15 
women and one man squeezed themselves into its inte-
rior spaces, in an attempt to replicate the 1950s stunts 
with the Beetle. 

 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2001:  
The redesigned VW Polo 
made its bow at the Frank-
furt Auto Show to rave re-
views. The popular subcompact has never found its way 
to North America, but it might. Jens Neuman, VW board 
member, told VW Vortex that the company is considering 
just that. “Originally, we thought it was too small, but the 
new one has turned out to be a ‘Golf Minus,’ and we will 
follow the development of the Golf in the United States, 
which has increased in numbers approximately 20 per-
cent lately,” he said. “And if it turned out that the U.S. 
market will accept cars of that size without a trunk, we 
will make a decision.” Postscript: Of course, the Golf was 
never popular enough in the U.S. and we never saw a Polo.   

 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1991:  VW and Audi are among 
several automakers in Germany that plan to recycle 
1992 models once they’re ready for the junk heap. VW 
announced that most of the parts comprising ’92 Golf 
and Audi 80 models, including sheet metal and plastic, 
are designed to be recycled into new cars and parts.   

 NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1981:  A three-cylinder super-
charged diesel Volkswagen that gets 75 miles per gallon 
in the city? VW engineers believe they can produce such 
a vehicle in this decade, according to an article in Auto-
motive News. The car would be a highly aerodynamic, 
four-passenger sedan the size of VW’s European Polo, 
which is 8 inches shorter than the Rabbit [which was 13 
inches shorter than a 2020 Golf]. The car would be fit-
ted with an electronic stop-start system that automati-
cally shuts off the engine during extended idle periods. 
Postscript: Seemed like a good idea at the time.    

 NOVEMBER 1971:  At the conclusion of the club’s annual 
Oktoberfest in St. Louis, members Walter and Sophie 
Kuntze invited members to a buffet lunch and beer 
quench at their home, only a few Beetle gearshifts away 
from the Oktoberfest site.   

 NOVEMBER 1961:  Gas gauges included for the first time in 
the 1962 Beetle led to the elimination of the reserve-tank 
valve, which when opened by the driver released an extra 
1.3 gallons of gas, enough to go about 40 miles to the 
nearest gas station. Now, dealers say some owners are 
bringing their ’62s back to have the outmoded valves in-
stalled at a small extra cost. But none of them is asking to 
have the gas gauge removed, dealers say. 

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

AN ENCHANTING SUV

Amid silly exterior 

embellishments, 

comfort, space 

and fuel efficiency 

shine in VW’s 

small entry

2022 TAOS SE

V
W’s Taos slots below the com-
pact American Tiguan in the 
brand’s lineup. Let’s triangu-

late by measuring other rides in 
what niche the Taos fits. It’s 9.3 
inches shorter than the Tiguan, 
making it just a skosh shorter than 
Toyota’s RAV4, a mainstream com-
pact SUV — Toyota, 180.9 inches 
vs. VW’s 175.8 inches. The wheel-
base is 105.6 inches for the FWD 
VW but 104.7 on RAV4. As such, 
the Taos is larger overall than the 
original Tiguan. Oldtimers might 
notice it’s about the size of a post-
war Jeepster. Meanwhile, the peo-

ple-sitting area is roomier inside 
than the current Toyota RAV4. Taos’ 
cargo bay, alas, is smaller. Thus, the 
Taos’ dimensions are closer to com-
pact than subcompact. It’s not pint-
size like Hyundai’s Venue or Kona. 

 
Bigger than pint size 

It’s a stretch, however, for VW to 
plaster the Taos moniker on the 
rump of its SUV and have us be-
lieve its machine has the panache 
of New Mexico’s artsy high desert 
enclave. But if one must live in a 
dot on VW’s atlas (or Atlas), near 
Hyundai Santa Fe and Tucson or 
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Chevy’s Tahoe, why not 
borrow yet another South-
western destination name-
plate? Certainly less 
troublesome to the lips 
than Tiny Touareg II. 

The FWD Taos’ virtues 
are decent fuel mileage 
and front/rear seating. You 
sit atop suede/mesh 
swathed thrones with con-
trasting stitching. This 
seems peachy as there’s 
plenty of legroom front 
and rear. Add a comfort-
able ride and tidy size and 
you’ve got VW’s answer of 
sorts for those seeking a 
Golf-like wagon. And the 
rear seatbacks easily fold 
to expand your hauling vista. 

Aesthetically, the Taos body borrows heavily from 
VW’s gene pool. It’s got the “honey I’ve shrunk the 
Tiguan” look from the chiseled shoulder lines to the 
rear side-window kinks. Add generous window 
greenhouse and unlike, say, the Mazda CX-30, you’ve 
got good sightlines and modest blind spots. My tester 
included an array of sensors meant to aid maneuvers 
— better than bashing its bumpers, which likely 
don’t prevent expensive encounters.  

While the Taos is likable, this Dub suffers from silly 
faux exterior embellishments. Honesty isn’t its forte. 
The bumpers have gray metal-like skid plates that 
aren’t, chrome exhaust trim that isn’t for exhaust and 
a black wedge on the A pillar meant to make the 
roofline look sleeker. Regardless, after a week of driv-
ing it, I focused on the Taos’ easy-going nature. 

Inside, Taos’ plastic-shell dash pad and imitation 
blued-metal dashboard fascia scream cheap. It’s not a 
total loss. Under this you’ll find a soft touch ridge —
much like a 1974 Karmann Ghia’s. VW doesn’t ex-
tend this softer side to the console — which caused 
my leg hairs to get staticy near the hard plastic.  

Yet, VW wrapped the heated D-shaped steering 
wheel in leatherette, covered the A pillars in cloth, 

hemmed the headliner and lent an upscale click to 
the dashboard’s switchgear. VW incorporated the 
shifter’s lighted quadrant into the shift knob — likely 
a space saving move. The center front armrest is too 
small and too short for elbow support. The seats, 
however, embrace. The right front has manual back-
rest angle and height adjustments.  

The easy-fold split rear seat has pass through, face 
vents and USB-C ports. Due to this chair’s upright 
stance, there’s adult-size room under the panoramic 
roof. When that seat is configured for cargo hauling, 
it rests higher than the load floor. Ahead, the “tun-
ing” knob for the infotainment system often doesn’t 
tweak channels. Instead it scrolls through menus. 
You just press the touchscreen’s arrows to alter fre-
quencies. But it’s possible if you split the satellite 
radio station menu to add a terrestrial radio tuning 
scale. On this, you can roll through the megacycles.  

Press the start button and VW’s 158-hp 1.5-liter 
turbo EA211 engine lights up. This alloy-block mill, 
sort of an updated 1.4-liter used in the 2020 
Jetta/Golf, has a slew of efficiency tricks. It’s as if 
VW’s powertrain specialists speed-shopped an auto-
motive Kroger’s aisles for everything they could find 
to up mpg. The original Tiguan, FYI, had 200 hp. » 
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TAOS

So you can see the mission of mills 
here is different. 

VW claims the new 1.5-liter mill 
has low-friction cylinder liners. 
And it uses a “B” cycle engine in-
duction efficiency scheme. The in-
take valves can open for a shorter 
than usual period, depending on 
engine load. VW says the turbo 
sports variable vanes as another 
aid. Real world driving delivers 
more miles per gallon than ex-
pected. VW’s computer said my 
highway trip nabbed a solid 37 
mpg with 29 mpg overall using 
regular fuel. The EPA’s numbers: 
28 mpg city, 36 highway and 31 
combined. This VW has an engine 
start/stop scheme to reduce idling emissions. 

VW downspeeded the engine. Thus, it does most of 
its work between 1,000 rpm and 2000 rpm aided by 
a sudsy Aisin eight-speed automatic transmission. 
Just a light touch of the go pedal keeps you rolling 
along. Despite the low engine rpm treatment, engine 
thrumming is muted. Someone did their homework 
as the engine/tranny combo is polished, You don’t 
need the sport mode as a salve for a laboring engine. 
Urgency, however, isn’t its forte. There are moments 
such as climbing, say, Milwaukee’s Hoan Bridge, 
where a firm jab of the throttle gets a lazy one, po-
tato, two potato, three potato rest until the engine 
wakes up.  

 
Ride and handling 

VW tuned this rig for comfort. Ingress and egress 
are easy — not too tall or too low. You’ll notice body 
roll. Noise is usually well suppressed, although some 
road textures intrude. Yet, I’d rate the cabin as per-
fect for the not-loud family driving as road chop is 
smothered and the powertrain doesn’t protest.  

Steering is light but accurate. I’d prefer more steer-
ing effort off center. There’s some road sense, but 
you’ve got to twist the tiller with a light touch in 

order to know what’s up. Those who don’t want to 
wrestle with it will be satisfied, but you must opt for 
AWD to get a sport-mode steering setting plus an in-
dependent rear suspension. Some might find the 
light steering fun; you can dial too much arc. Frisky. 
Brakes come on effectively.  

Driver info comes from VW’s eight-inch Digital 
Cockpit. You can tweak the display but it doesn’t let 
you simultaneously see a simulated tachometer and 
speedometer. The slow-to-boot MIB3 eight-inch info-
tainment touchscreen with voice control resides 
above the center console. My Android phone wire-
lessly paired with it via Bluetooth. But I found it dif-
ficult to find Android Auto with the phone plugged 
into the USB port. I usually saw the choice of Apple 
CarPlay or an iOS app. Looks like one must tell the 
device to forget previously paired devices — a hassle.  

Also, during one trek, the system wouldn’t let me 
hear voice directions to a location it didn’t like. It 
seemed rather picky about routing to numbers not 
attached to houses. Sometimes you enter the address 
for a location’s parking lot rather than its front door. 
Just saying.  

If you double punch the channel logo, you don’t 
get artist info. Instead, the unit summons a recording 
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of that channel. This slip-time 
method was written into an early 
season of “The Good Wife,” in which  
one character used a Buick’s radio 
to get a repeat for dramatic effect.  

VW doesn’t coat the cargo bay’s 
metal bits with much of the optional 
($395) King’s Red Metallic color 
coat. Items such as cargo hooks look 
like primer. There’s a spare tire and 
toolkit. The liftgate has only one in-
terior pull down handle. Closing it 
requires muscles.  

The SE in red-over-black Cloud 
Tex and cloth interior lists for 
$28,440. Add $1,200 for panoramic 
sunroof, $895 for IQ.DRIVE with 
semi-automated driving extras including adap-
tive cruise control with start/stop, Lane Assist 
and Active Blind Spot Monitor. Add $395 for 
18-inch black alloy wheels. The bottom line is 
$31,325.  

Front and rear traffic alert with pedestrian 
detection is standard as is a non-active blind 
spot monitor — a flashing icon on the side-
view mirror. The active part is steering correc-
tion should you veer into trouble after 
signaling a lane change. You can override this 
but you’ll feel steering wheel vibration. Just 
press the end of the turn signal stalk to pull up 
the driver assist menu — the first option lets 
you turn off the lane assist by pressing the 
steering wheel’s OK button.  

The Taos in its FWD form seems perfectly well 
suited to ramble the paved and unpaved roads in 
New Mexico or other environs. One wishes, how-
ever, that VW channeled some of the Audi’s Q3’s 
(size of the Euro-standard Tiguan) interior finery 
into the Taos. The price and equipment proposition 
is difficult for this reviewer to cipher. VW’s Taos is 
enchanting, offering comfort, space and fuel effi-
ciency. It’s like reserving a room at the El Monte 
Sagrado luxury resort and not getting the whole en-
chilada. The view’s great, but you must pay extra for 
full driver-assist peace and tranquility.  VWCA
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

MIDWEST AUTOMOTIVE MEDIA ASSN. FALL RALLY

M
AMA’s executive board, carmakers and 
Road America pulled off an amazing act of 
normalcy in October — a rally in Wiscon-

sin. This motoring press association has a knack for 
staging compelling events at RA. This puts a spot 
closer to the nation’s Fresh Coast, not Detroit or 
the coasts on the automotive map. That means it 
unfolds near my Milwaukee backyard: Elkhart 
Lake, Wisconsin.  

You might think VW has little to do with a sto-
ried racetrack in a glacier-cut scenic locale, but you’d 
be wrong. Those who developed Road America were 

foreign car enthusiasts, and some opened VW stores 
when the car was an odd duck. Their passion shaped 

BARN 
FIND

AWD power gives ID.4  

added motivation
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the built environment near RA. And I get to share 
what I’ve discovered in the region’s historic haunts.  

This year MAMA focused on its signature event: 
the Spring Rally at RA. Due to COVID-19, the asso-
ciation moved the event later in the year, when its 
vaccinated participants and RA’s reopened venues 
could host motoring mavins. 

We kicked off the event, courtesy the Chicago 
Automobile Trade Association, with a Tuesday 
night fish fry at Elkhart’s Lake Street Cafe. It’s an 
opportunity to dine with other automotive writers 
and rub elbows with carmaker reps. This social ex-
perience is key to the rally’s success. The Osthoff 
Resort provided two nights of lodging. So, I simply 
packed my things and then drove my 1972 VW 
Squareback to the Osthoff, checked in, and then 
walked to the cafe. 

The next day Road America sponsored breakfast. 
Automaker reps used this morning orientation ses-
sion to tempt by us describing their wares located on 
the track’s paddock. Some machines were assigned to 
track duty. Others were designated for exploring cur-
vaceous roads near RA.  

VW’s William 
Gock brought 
three new street 
drives: two all-
wheel drive ID.4s 
and a 2022 
Tiguan. Gock 

couldn’t score a GTI or Golf R. Thus, we didn’t test 
the mettle of VW’s newest hatchback metal on the fa-
bled racetrack. I found the $50,870 AWD ID.4 more 
potent (295 hp with 339 lb-ft of torque) than the 
rear-drive one. Could its use of two motors be better 
than RWD’s one? One can zip to 60 mph in about 5.4 
seconds. In the process, you’ll notice the AWD vari-
ant feels well planted.  

The revamped Tiguan’s interior seems nicer than 
last year’s. It wears new trim pieces and several 
trendy touch interfaces. The exterior sports the 
bolder 2021 Atlas-like grille and bumper design.  

Stellantis served up the biggest batch of vehicles: 
Alfas, Dodges and Jeeps. I sampled the Jeep Grand 
Wagoneer, with its name inlayed in the dashboard’s 
wood veneer. We’re talking an MSRP of $109,430 » 

uPREVIOUS PAGE:  A classic red 
Wisconsin barn is paired with 21st 
century technology, a red all-
wheel drive VW ID.4. Plus, a blue 
model on display during a MAMA 
lunch. 

ABOVE: A Tiguan in the foreground of the Road America staging area. BELOW: Cliff Leppke’s yellow 1972  Squareback turned some younger heads. 
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for a swank mega-size wagon riding on a revised 
Ram truck chassis. I thought it better behaved than a 
Chevy Suburban.  

Kia’s Carnival is a daring minivan. It’s easy on the 
eyes and maybe your thighs. It has available mid-row 
VIP Lounge Seats. They rock back on their pedestals. 
Barcalounger-like foot rests 
pop up for support. These VIP 
seats, however, impede third-
row access.  

Karma’s sleek $109,100 
sedan was a sweet surprise. 
This serial hybrid echoes the 
former Fisker Karma. It mo-
tors on electric 
power. If you ex-
ceed the battery’s 
range, a BMW-
sourced inline 
three-cylinder 
engine rotates a 
generator, which 
in turn charges 
the vehicle’s bat-
tery or powers the motors.  

BMW’s rep teased us with two 
versions of its 4-Series Gran 
Coupe. I drove the $67,520 
M440I xDrive. It’s yet another 
luxurious low-roof coupe-like 
four-door auto, much like the 
sport-back Audi A5/A7. Accord-
ing to BMW’s rep, this car can au-
tonomously perform an 
expressway lane change. You sig-
nal your intention and the BMW does the rest. Over 
at Lexus, its rep claims the IS 500 can do that and 
more, as its traffic jam assist scans for routes through 
traffic. It picks the best lane forward and guides itself.  

While we’re talking about Lexus, its rep expressed 
passion at the Osthoff that night, where the firm 
hosted dinner. He claims the brand’s new NX, dons 
model numbers unrelated to engine displacement: 

NX 250 (2.5-liter), NX 350 (2.4-liter turbo) and NX 
450 (2.5-liter plug-in hybrid). The crossover has 
shock-absorbing body reinforcements meant to cut 
the noise. The NX shares Toyota’s New Global Archi-
tecture. According to Lexus, TNGA is less about plat-
form sharing and more about similar engineering 

goals. Prepare yourself for an 
onslaught of F Sports. Lexus 
plans several flavors of sport-
themed vehicles — some hard 
core others softer.  

Nissan picked up the tab for 
Tuesday’s lunch. It used that 
op to plug its new Frontier 

truck, which ac-
cording to Nissan 
channels its 1990s 
Hardbody styling. 
Then, Nissan adds 
a dose of comfort 
with Zero Gravity 
seats. I found its 
relatively heavy 
steering and 

smooth powertrain a happy 
combo during Thursday’s off-
road event. 

Ford, in contrast, covered two 
parts of the truck market. It let us 
sample its Bronco — not the 
Sport version, which is an Escape 
with butch body — but its truck-
frame-based Jeep Wrangler com-
petition. I drove one on the scenic 
route and noticed a host of cus-

tomizable possibilities — you can remove doors, tops 
and more. Stripped of its citified cover, the sideview 
mirrors remain useful as they’re attached to the body, 
not the doors. There’s a seven-speed manual version. 
I sampled the turbocharged V6 with 10-speed auto-
matic transmission: MSRP is $58,420. In contrast, 
Ford’s hybrid Maverick car-like hybrid pickup lists for 
$21,080. As such it’s a Blue Oval starter truck, as it’s 

MAMA

Clockwise from top: a $109,430 Jeep Grand Wag-
oneer with wood inlay; a 4-series BMW; Ford 
Bronco; and a $109,100 Karma. 
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one of the brand’s lowest-
priced vehicles. The Mus-
tang is the only 
traditional car in Ford’s 
fleet.  

Hyundai’s Santa Fe hy-
brid seemed better sorted 
than the non-hybrid ver-
sion. In contrast, Mazda’s 
bitty MX-30 is a short-
range BEV likely in the 
States due to EV man-
dates. It makes sense as a 
short-range commuter. 
For more fun, check out 
the MX-5 Miata. It’s a 
blast on the track. 

For less than $31,000 
Subaru’s new gutsier BRZ 
is a treat — an affordable 
sports coupe. It played 
nicely at RA because its 
size and sight lines made 
track work easy. Even 
though I wore a helmet, I 
could see runouts and 
rumble strips, which let 
me draw good lines. 

Eventually, all good 
things come to an end. 
By 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
our hot laps at the track 
concluded. Kia sponsored 
Four Miles of Fitness — a 
rare chance to run, walk or ride your bike on the fa-
bled asphalt. I rode my vintage Holdsworth. With 
just two-foot power I discovered the track’s hills far 
more challenging than in a motor car. I managed to 
zip through the course with some grunt needed after 
turn five or returning uphill to the paddock.  

Those who couldn’t get enough of a good thing 
headed to Siebkens tavern for a Wednesday nightcap.  

Jeep sponsored Thursday’s breakfast followed by 
an off-road test route — quite muddy, due to rain — 
but it was sloppy, dirty fun. I mudded up Jeep’s luxu-

rious Grand Cherokee, a 
Ram truck and the Nis-
san Frontier. 

Alternatively, some 
sampled several vehicu-
lar candidates for Family 
or Luxury Vehicle of the 
Year Award — presented 
at the Chicago Auto 
Show. One drove these 
on nearby roads or to 
trackside locations for 
photo ops. 

Lunch was VW’s mo-
ment. Product manager 
Jeffrey Lear presented 
VW’s ID.4 story. He 
claims American ID.4 
drivers motored 7.5 mil-
lion miles worth of free 
charging via Electrify 
America stations. Of 
those taking delivery of 
IDs, 89% are new to EVs 
and 68% are new to the 
VW brand. 

Lear claims VW plans 
several ID.4 improve-
ments: one, plug-and-
charge at EA outlets 
replaces the current 
smartphone app — no 
need to fiddle with your 
phone or user number; 

two, auto hold brakes; three, the navigation system 
will locate EA stations; and fourth, VW revised 
scheduled-charging software.  

Besides the new autos, my 1972 Squareback was a 
hit with younger scribes. Many were shocked that the 
car had two trunks — thinking it was some form of 
early BEV. Those who inquired learned my Type 3 has 
period-appropriate Porsche wheels shod with rela-
tively wide H-rated rubber, a Sports Bug steering 
wheel, extra sway bars and a stock 1600cc mill with 
electronic fuel injection. VWCA

TOP: 2022 model cousins, a Tiguan and ID.4. MIDDLE: ID.4’s panel ID. 
BOTTOM: The yellow lane-warning light on ID.4’s mirror housing. 
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H
ave you ever prayed for a car? Seriously. Gone 
to a Baptist church and asked God to protect a 
Pine Ridge Green 1959 Rambler Cross Country, 

the one your folks were driving through the Black 
Hills to climb monumental Mount Rushmore? I did. 
And I wasn’t invoking Saint Christopher on the sly. 
This wasn’t a plea for a safe journey. No, it was delib-
erate communication intended to keep the green ma-
chine from turning into a mobile percolator. 

I was an impressionable lad. During the early 
1960s, my folks deposited me at my grandparents’ 
farm in Carrington, North Dakota. We motored there 
in the Rambler from our digs in Appleton, Wisconsin. 
Next, my folks planned a romantic interlude, a jour-

ney (just for two) through dramatic Dakota scenery. 
It wasn’t quite Hitchock’s thrilling “North by North-
west,” but my folks kept me in the loop: postcards 
chronicled their excursion.  

Foremost on my mind was that Rambler. The front 
seats converted into a double bed. So, I knew it of-
fered a built-in rest area. My parents’ words, how-
ever, alarmed me. I heard language suggesting the 
car wouldn’t make the grade. So I asked for divine 
intervention. My prayers were answered — I 
thought. The Rambler returned to Carrington, but its 
engine overheated climbing Rushmore (reason for 
engine rebuild No. 1). Nonetheless, I concluded, this 
Rambler was most certainly a remarkable ride. 

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

ODE TO A ’59 RAMBLER
But be careful what you pray for
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In retrospect, that car represented the zealous mis-

sion of AMC’s top-dog, George Romney. He prosely-
tized the virtues of smaller, less ostentatious 
automobiles. As such, the Rambler was, despite its 
fins, chrome trim and trademark rear roof dip (on a 
wagon?) sane. Romney knocked Detroit’s “gas-guz-
zling dinosaurs,” promoting the sensible-size Ram-
bler. Consumer Reports briefly recommended it, as 
did Mr. Pagel, my father’s co-worker. Neither CR, my 
father nor Mr. Pagel kept the faith — these Ramblers 
didn’t fare well as reliable transport. 

By 1961, my parents, keenly aware of Rambler’s 
success, sought a used car for their family of four. 
They didn’t like the outrageously sized and styled 
1959 Ford wagon with its head-knocking transom 
rear glass. Instead, they went for a two-year used 
metallic green Rambler with a push-button auto-
matic.  

Suddenly, we became a two-car family. As my dad, 
who already drove a starkly plain 1955 Ford Main-
line, traded it for a finer 1954 V-8 Ford sedan with 
overdrive. That vehicle towed our camper and other 
gear, when the Rambler couldn’t cut it. But, that’s 
getting ahead of the story as the Rambler, when 
mated to a tent with an opening for its tailgate, was 
our camping car. At night, the kids got the tent and 
the folks those bed-like front seats.  

For AMC, the late 1950s and early 1960s were 
boom years. The brand was hot. Never had an Ameri-
can independent carmaker sold so many units in one 
model year: 368,464 (1959) and 434,704 (1960). 

Profits grew to $60.3 
million in 1959, whereas 
AMC lost $11.8 million 
on sales of 118,990 cars 
in 1957. Just like VW, it 
couldn’t build enough 
cars. So AMC expanded 
its plants. By 1967, sales 
skidded to 229,058 with 
record losses. It staged a 
minor comeback but ul-
timately, as my father’s 
buddy Clarence 
Cartwright told me, VW 

would beat it, as did Toyota and Datsun. Actually, 
Chrysler acquired it and clobbered it for good. Re-
nault’s stewardship didn’t help — remember the 
lackluster Alliance?  

AMC’s late ’50s lineup was relatively narrow, focus-
ing heavily on the almost mid-size Rambler 6 in four-
door sedan or wagon versions. This and the smaller 
American propelled Rambler toward success. Even 
an Edsel dealer noticed. One quickly ditched that 
dud for the vehicle from Kenosha or Milwaukee as 
the body plant was in MKE, the engine building and 
final assembly were in miles south in Kenosha. Sales 
were brisk. AMC proudly rebadged the 6 as a Classic. 
And later cut the American’s price meant to stem the 
tide of imported cars. 

Supposedly, the 1959 unibody Rambler’s build 
quality was better than the typical American car. De-
troit’s fetish for the annual model change led to a se-
ries of production gaffes called defects. In contrast, 
VW’s diminutive Beetle proved practice-made-per-
fect. It made it a virtue to look the same year-to-year. 
Rambler’s changes out of necessity (couldn’t afford 
big redos) were modest too.  

 
Rear window rolled into tailgate 

The Rambler 6 was bigger than a VW and had its 
own niche: slightly larger than a Volvo but trimmer 
than the standard Ford. This changed when Ford in-
troduced its intermediate Fairlane 500 for 1962. 
Within a flash, others followed suit. Thus, AMC faced 
stiff competition and later ran into troubles when it 
set out to be a “Giant Killer,” going toe-to-toe with 
the Big Three in size and style. 

Our Rambler was a great package — even the rear 
window rolled down into the tailgate to facilitate 
cargo hauling. But it didn’t come with the mechani-
cal goods needed to endure, especially with the ar-
rival of interstates, where one could drive for longer 
distances at high speeds. And sometimes the car 
stalled if Mom, and yes it only happened to her, 
drove through a puddle.  

By the time we moved near Milwaukee in 1966, my 
father ritually poured STP into the Rambler’s 
crankcase. The car’s engine burned oil. This mill’s 
problems likely stemmed from AMC’s manage- » 

uTHE PHOTOS:  Cliff Lep-
pke snapped these images 
with a prewar Kodak box 
camera in 1970 or so. The 
previous page photo 
shows the Rambler in the 
family driveway. The 
photo on the next page is 
what his father bought to 
replace it, a 1967 Ford 
Country Sedan. The 
home-built camper is still 
in the family ... with Ram-
bler hubcaps. 
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ment’s decision to use an “economy” engine as the 
basis for the 196.5-cu in overhead valve unit, which 
powered lots of Ramblers from 1956 until the mid 
1960s. The block came from Nash’s earlier junior se-
ries’ flat-head six and was converted to run overhead 
valves. The relatively short engine had just four main 
bearings. The cylinders were siamesed, meaning the 
block casting didn’t route coolant around each cylin-
der. 

 
Backup lights from salvage yards 

The dated mechanicals were poorly executed for 
modern driving. The engine tended to overheat both 
its oil and coolant. In the process, the camshaft, 
valves, piston rings and head’s seal went south. The 
engine, as my father described it, wasn’t robust. He 
blamed the engine’s inherently lousy cylinder spacing 
and block-to-head fit. Head fasteners, moreover, 

were problematically designed as they sometimes 
worked loose due to thermo cycling. 

Other Rambler memories include visits to salvage 
yards, where my father scored the optional backup 
lights. I noticed rows of Ramblers with their hoods 
open and engine heads missing. Many were only 
seven years old. Dad, moreover, parked additional 
unloved Ramblers in our driveway. He dismantled 
them in order to score needed spare parts such as the 
rear axle, which broke on our car. 

If the Rambler 6’s engine proved unreliable, so too 
did its front suspension. Instead of kingpins or ball 
joints for its coil-spring independent front end, AMC 
used a technique called trunnion joints with threaded 
parts. These didn’t lubricate well. As a result, Ram-
blers gained a reputation for losing their front 
wheels! 

Our Rambler, which my father turned into a five-

RAMBLER
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cylinder rather than rebuilding the engine a fourth 
time (rebuilt three times to reach 100,000 miles), 
served a minor supporting role as our weekend 
dump truck — it took our trash away. Dad sought 
and then bought a one-year used 1967 Ford Country 
Sedan (mid-tier full-size station wagon) with a small 
V-8 and three-speed manual with overdrive for fam-
ily hauling. Overdrive was everything.  

Eventually, the Rambler became a backyard work 
space — a rolling sandblasting cabinet! Just open the 
front passenger door. That’s where dad put the fit-
tings for your arms and a small window to view the 
process. He placed the fittings for a “cyclone” separa-
tor at the tailgate. It removed dust, aided the opera-
tor’s vision and let one recycle sand. It didn’t take 
long, however, for a well connected neighbor to get 
our town’s officials to evict that rambling relic. 
Meanwhile, my parents got a used 1966 VW Beetle 
as our fuel-efficient second car.  

While the Rambler’s position at the top of our ve-
hicular food chain was brief, I just couldn’t shake my 
fascination for AMC. I quickly lost my Rambler reli-
gion when I got my learner’s permit. I don’t know 
which drive came first, the Rambler or its more con-

temporary coffin-nose Matador. The latter was one of 
my high school’s driver’s ed cars. I begged to pilot it. 
I did. I hated it. 

What turned me around? Steering. Add a lousy 
driving position and tacky plastic interior bits. Ram-
blers, FYI, had slow reflexes and sloppy handling. 
Both the older Rambler with its large steering wheel 
and lethal chrome horn ring and the newer Matador 
were clumsy. They didn’t track well and you had to 
twirl the hoop a lot to get a little. In contrast, our re-
cently acquired 1966 Bug seemed like a sports car. 
The other car in my school’s driver’s ed program, a 
massive GM-built Pontiac Grand Ville dreamboat, 
motored with greater precision. And when cornering, 
the Rambler plowed too much and the body rolled 
like it came from a kennel club.  

So there you have it. You can pray for a car. But in 
the end, you might thank Lord you discovered some-
thing, such as a VW, which you had not requested. 
Driving is believing.  VWCA 

With the VWCA’s Friends of Our Club, mem-

bers can save money on parts, 

labor and accessories from 

affiliated Volkswagen deal-

ers and independent shops 

in the United States and 

Canada. Turn to the AUTOIST 

centerspread for more info. 

HE COULD HAVE HAD A 

DISCOUNT

uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by email to 
VWClub@aol.com.



 

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VOLKSWAGEN, 9776 W STOCKTON BLVD, 
916-405-2650, P-10 A-10 

COLORADO 
FORT COLLINS: ED CARROLL MOTOR CO., 3003 S. COLLEGE AVE., 
970-226-3000, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

FLORIDA 
JACKSONVILLE: VOLKSWAGEN OF ORANGE PARK, 7220 BLAND-
ING BLVD., 904-269-2603 

MICHIGAN 
KALAMAZOO: MAPLE HILL VOLKSWAGEN, 5622 W. MAIN ST., 
269-342-6600 
MUSKEGON: AUDI MUSKEGON, 1860 E STERNBERG RD, 888-
724-3942 

MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY: MOLLE VW, 808 W. 103RD ST., 816-941-9500 

WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 
206-634-3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

ARIZONA 
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-
753-1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-
778-9305, P-10, VW SERVICE POINT 

CALIFORNIA 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON 
AVE., 805-964-6554, topshopautosb.com, AC, VW REPAIR SHOP 

COLORADO 
COLORADO SPRINGS: MOTORWORKS RESTORATIONS, 2633 DU-
RANGO DR, 719-648-2280, motorworksrestorations.com, AC, 
RESTORATION & REPAIR SHOP 

CONNECTICUT 
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUS-
TOM DRIVE, 860-664-0727, cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, SERV-
ICE & REPAIR SHOP 

ILLINOIS 
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-
8410, IMPORT PARTS 
EFFINGHAM: MID AMERICA MOTORWORKS, 17082 N. US HIGH-
WAY 45, 866-867-0540, AC, AIR-COOLED VW PARTS & ACCES-
SORIES 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 

708-422-9272, PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
INDIANA 

FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-
9783, ALL EUROPEAN VEHICLE REPAIR 

KENTUCKY 
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-
3511, importdoktor.com, IMPORT REPAIR & BODY SHOP 

MICHIGAN 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, munks.com, P-20 AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR 

NEW YORK 
MASSAPEQUA: GT PRECISION IMPORTS, 190A MARGARETTA AVE., 
516-799-1100, gtprecision.com, P-10 L-10 AC, VW & AUDI INDE-
PENDENT REPAIR SHOP 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 
315-789-2200, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, VW & AUDI SPECIALIST 

OREGON 
BEAVERTON: HM MOTORSPORTS, 3920 SW 141ST AV, 503-619-
3361, P-15 A-15 L-15 AC, AIR-COOLED VW PARTS 

RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS 
LANE, 401-789-7720, AC 

WISCONSIN 
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N. LYDEL AV., 800-558-
8955, IMPORT PARTS

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Local Volks
Activities of VWCA affiliates

Clubs are getting back into the swing  

W
e’ve always said that participation in local chap-
ter activities is a huge part of “enjoying your 

VW to the fullest.” Well, these “pandemic years” have 
meant new challenges for local chapters to keep their 
members involved and engaged, but events are start-
ing to come back. “Social distancing” has curtailed 
many events that called for large gatherings in a rela-
tively confined space, but our locals have still found 
some unique and fun ways to enjoy our VWs. 
 BADGER BEETLES AUTOFUN CLUB, MILWAUKEE:  With their 
Labor Day Campout in the “rear view mirror,” thoughts 
and plans turn to their annual Christmas Outing, this 
year by visiting the Waukesha Civic Theater for a per-
formance of “Sister Act,” followed by dinner at a 
restaurant. And you can bet that these diehard Packers 
fans already have their eyes on a Super Bowl Party, re-
gardless of which teams are playing!   
 NORTHEAST ILLINOIS VW ASSN., LISLE:  NIVA’s calendar 
has come to life again with VW-Fest 2021, their first 
car show in almost two years. The perfect weather 
lured many long-pent-up VW enthusiasts out of hi-
bernation with a near-record turnout approaching 
200 cars. Many thanks to VWCA Friend-of-the-Club 
Crystal Lake Volkswagen for providing the venue and 
facilities for his event. 
 STATELINE VOLKS FOLKS, ROCKFORD, ILL.:  VolksFolks 
joined NIVA for a combined campout and car show 
hosted by non-affiliated Bi-State VW Club of Daven-
port, Iowa. This is an annual event set in a scenic 
park along the Mississippi River and is open to air- 
and water-cooled, old and new VWs, dune buggies, 
kit cars and even trikes. If it’s VW, you’ll see it there. 

 
Check our VWClub.org for listings of these and 

other future events. You’ll always find the latest up-
dates there – and even some events that were an-

nounced too late to make the Autoist publication 
schedule. Better yet, tell us how you are enjoying 
your VW to the fullest. (Isn’t that what we’re all 
about?) Drop us a note at VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora IL 60542 or email us at VWClub@aol.com 
and we’ll add it to this column. 

Finally, this column is in need of a member to com-
pile the activities of our local chapters and send them 
bi-monthly to the AUTOIST editor. If you’re the one, 
contact VWCA at VWClub@aol.com or directly to the 
AUTOIST editor at VWAutoist@icloud.com. 

 
A sunny surprise at NIVA show  

For one owner, the answer to “What class are you 
in?” at a car show is always “Sun Bug Class,” assum-
ing nobody 
else would 
have such 
an obscure 
model — a 
win by de-
fault. “Ha-
ha, very 
funny,” is 
the usual response. “You’re in Super Beetles.” 

At NIVA’s VW-Fest 2021, a surprise. Out on the 
show grid was a beautiful 1974 Sun Bug Convertible, 
just a few spaces down from the aforementioned sun-
roof Sun Bug. Owner Steve Hanson says he is only 
the second owner and has all the “signature” Sun 
Bug components as delivered from the dealer. Steve 
drove the car 90 miles from Menomonee Falls, Wis-
consin to Crystal Lake, Illinois, to attend his first ever 
VW-Fest. Now that’s a VW enthusiast!  VWCA

uGOT A STORY?  Or a quip, a point of view, a problem, a so-
lution? Let us know! Email VWAutoist@icloud.com
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The Frontdriver
BY RICHARD G. VANTREUREN *rgvant@juno.com

Holy high voltage, Batman!    

S
cience is the search for regularities, it’s said. For 
more than the 44 years I’ve been occupying these 

pages, yours truly has been searching for consisten-
cies as well. Not unlike the unique promise of if-it-
works-don’t-fix-it VW philosophy that found me 
purchasing a 1975 Rabbit when finally released from 
sea duty, I also embraced the Makita brand of battery 
power tools. For me, they’d arrived from tool heaven: 
the drill, screwdriver, grinder, vacuum cleaner and 
even flashlights used the exact same 7.2 volt nickel-
cadmium snap-in battery pack. They helped me build 
my house and keep our Rabbits repaired.  

Then, about the time VWoA erased the Rabbit with 
the larger, heavier, more expensive and less efficient 
Golf, Makita introduced the 9.6-volt battery and its 
associated system components. I fought the changes 
for years ... keeping the Rabbit, dubbed Ol’ Blue, 
after his rollover accident should have retired him, 
and using the Makita batteries until they could 
hardly hold a charge. I heard rumors of smart charg-
ers that could vary current over time to give new life 
into the investments, but no way to use them was ap-
parent. Finally, after watching Ol’ Blue being fork-
lifted onto the recycle pile, I also broke down and 
purchased the new Makita line, by then evolved into 
12 volt ni-cads.  

 
Incompatible batteries, tools 

For more than a decade I enjoyed a range of tools 
that utilized the same, if expensive and heavy, ni-cad 
battery in the 12-volt world. Purchasing replacement 
battery clip parts, I fashioned other tools to get more 
use from the ni-cad investment. A Riobi weed-
wacker’s built-in battery died; a bit of creativity with 
the Dremel and epoxy, and I was trimming the yard 
with the same paid-for power. Makita moved on to 

different, incompatible batteries and tools; I cared 
not. With so many useful 12-volt devices being man-
ufactured to take power from an auto’s cigarette 
lighter socket, I fiberglassed some PVC pipe into sup-
porting a 12-volt socket that would be powered with 
the Makita pack. By then reaching the end of their 
charging life, I was delighted to find the new chain 
store Batteries Plus would rebuild the ni-cad packs at 
a fraction of the cost of factory replacements. (What 
was done with the old guts? Landfill? They didn’t 
know.) During that era, we were enjoying the bene-
fits of having essentially the same mechanical parts 
between our 1999 Passat Estate and 2000 Passat 
Sedan – even down to needing only one touchup 
paint stick.  

One year we were to suffer direct hits from three 
hurricanes in a row and were to have extended 
power outages; battery power was vital. I had shelled 
out the bucks for the new longer-life metal-hydride 
12v pack, taking care to check that it fit the tool be-
fore hurrying home to prep for the approaching 
storm. Imagine my angst to find the 12v charger 
would not (!) power the new 12v M-Hi pack: I would 
have to also purchase a new charger, once the power 
came back on. In the candlelight, I swore I was done 
with Makita, forever.  

I watched other tool companies copy Makita’s lead 
in selling their latest promises of wide ranging com-
patibility with a standard battery, only to move on 
quickly. Meanwhile, admittedly, I had found much 
pleasure in my twice-as-heavy, half as efficient, much 
more expensive Touareg, and have accepted that VW 
wants to make money more like the way Detroit had 
long envisioned. So as my ni-cads came into old age 
– and Batteries Plus Bulbs proudly announced they 
would no longer rebuild the packs – I began to covet 
the new lightweight lithium models. As I pondered, 
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everyone, including Makita, contin-
ued to disagree with themselves, 
introducing several incompatible 
lines and then moving on. 14.4v ... 
18v ... 20v ... 24v ... select your 
voltage du jour.  

A slightly special price pushed 
me over the edge, bringing home 
Makita’s driver-charger-two-battery 
12-volt lithium set. (This with full 
knowledge they are now almost ex-
clusively pushing their 18-volt line. 
Their saw puts two together for 36 
volts.) I was delighted to find that 
the batteries are offered in various 
size-capacity price points. The least 
expensive 1 amp-hour model is so 
lightweight it seems not to be there.  

The company’s 4-amp-hour is heavier and lightens 
the wallet to a painful degree, but Chinese knockoffs 
promise 5-amp-hour for less yen.  

What’s all this madness got to do with cars? Do we 
care that a battery from one model won’t fit another? 
As I write this, VW has hinted it might at least ad-
dress the one-size-fits-all problem.  

When first presenting the ID.Buzz concept, Volks-
wagen said the vehicle would be equipped with a 
massive 111 kWh battery pack. That would beat Tes-
las’ range. However, since the battery is both the 
weak point and the most expensive single component 
of any electric motivation scheme, the company has 
revised its thinking beyond this one-size-fits-all con-
cept, thinking like the ID.3 and ID.4. offering 
price/performance options – and my Makita hand 
tools. If this idea is followed, the less expensive 
entry-level van version will have a battery with 
around 60 kWh, which should be good for a good 
300 kilometers range. (Studies indicate this an ideal 
value for short-haul traffic in larger cities.) A larger, 
much more expensive battery is planned with around 
100 kWh. Its 500 kilometers range should make the 
bus fully suitable beyond everyday commuting, more 
like traditional travel.  

Meanwhile back in the real world, as we readied 
for the next hurricane, Amazon delivered us Makita’s 

12-volt powered charger, suppos-
edly compatible with their entire 
battery line. Incredibly, it does not 
charge their 12-volt battery! Like-
wise, if you’ve been following Cliff 
Leppke’s adventures testing the 
new electric VWs, you know our 
tool experience has served as a 
model for the automotive world’s 
conversion to battery power. It’s 
the wild west as to incompatible 
battery packs, but closer to home is 
the fact that charging stations for 
Teslas do not have cords for Nis-
sans, etc., ad nauseam. (But plan 
to shop for an expensive adapter.) 
All this is enough to send one run-

ning naked screaming into the street. Happily, I dis-
covered an aftermarket adapter that I could 
re-fashion to power my existing 12v devices.  

It was an easy step to remake my earlier device 
(note photo) to be compatible with the new lithium 
packs. The 4 amp-hour pack may cost a hundred 
bucks, but with the adapters should power our cell-
phones and reading lights through the next hurri-
cane. Likewise, clever customizing of houses are 
retrofitting electric propulsion into older VWs whose 
gasoline motors are kaput.  

 
Where do the dead batteries go?  

However, what happens when any e-vehicle seems 
to have reached the end of its battery cycle/service 
life? Is it dead or just ready for the old folks’ home? 
To answer, Audi Brussels quality management de-
partment developed the BattMan (Battery Monitor-
ing Analysis Necessity). First checking the state of 
Audi e-tron’s high-voltage battery, the system in now 
used as a means of initial diagnosis in battery recy-
cling at the pilot plant that Volkswagen Group Com-
ponents has been operating in Salzgitter since the 
beginning of 2021.  

Depending on the capacity that the inspection sys-
tem detects, a high-voltage battery may be reused in 
a vehicle either in whole or in part, receive a second 
life as a mobile or stationary energy reservoir, or » 

Your reporter pieced together this adapter to-
gether, switched and fuse-protected. 
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the material might be returned to cell production by 
means of an innovative recycling process. BattMan 
ReLife now provides a reliable first assessment of a 
battery in just a few minutes, a process that previ-
ously took several hours.  

Those batteries too exhausted for a second life in 
forklifts or emergency standby power systems have a 
future at the VW Group Components pilot plant in 
Salzgitter. Their press release states, “Exhausted bat-
teries are reduced to aluminum, copper, plastics, and 
‘black powder.’ This black powder contains the valu-
able battery components lithium, nickel, manganese, 
cobalt and graphite, which are separated by special-
ized partners using hydrometallurgical means before 
being processed again into a cathode material.  

Frank Blome, head of Battery Cell and Battery Sys-
tem at Volkswagen Group Components, says: “We 
know that recycled battery materials are just as effec-
tive as new ones. These recycled materials will be 
used to supply our cell production activities in the fu-
ture.” Yet as AUTOIST goes to press, there is even more 
good news.  

At the ITS World Congress in Hamburg this Octo-
ber, VW demonstrated how electric vehicles will be-
come part of the energy grid through the use of their 
batteries. Off-peak (and self-generated electricity 

from renewable energy sources) can be stored in the 
vehicle and fed back into the system if local power 
companies cooperate. “The brands of the Volkswagen 
Group will likely offer this technology from 2022 on-
wards in models based on the MEB modular electric 
drive matrix.”  

I told my readers long ago I thought we needed a 
contemporary version of Ol’ Blue, a fixed point in a 
rapidly changing age. Nonetheless, I’m proud of VW 
for these first steps on what will be a long road to 
practical, ethical battery powered automobiles. VWCA 

Robin Krause (left) and Joachim Wöhle test the first old batteries with 
BattMAN ReLife in Salzgitter. 

Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica
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VolksWoman
BY LOIS GRACE *vlkswmn@sbcglobal.net

Living in a VW evacuation zone    

L
ast time in this space, I told about how my hus-
band Rob and I took a giant leap, sold our home of 

41 years (we bought it new, in 1979, before it was 
even built) and moved 25 miles south. That first 
home was small, just a bit over 1,100 square feet, and 
we’d needed more space for a long time. The plan 
was to stay there for five or six years and then buy a 
bigger place and move while we were still young.  

Nothing derails plans better than real life, how-
ever, and the way the real estate market went here in 
California meant we could not 
do any better than where we 
already were, so we stayed put. 
We stayed put for 35 years 
more than we had planned to! 
Fast forward to a couple years 
ago, when we began seriously 
looking for another place for us 
to spend our Golden Years.  

Nothing really ticked all the 
boxes though, and it wasn’t 
until earlier this year that we 
finally hit pay dirt. After con-
sidering an out of state move 
and looking in Nevada and Oregon, I saw the ad for 
a place in Gilroy, California, about 25 miles south of 
San Jose. Just for fun, Rob and I looked at it and be-
fore we knew it, we were the proud owners of a 
2,400 square-foot ranch house on 2.5 acres in South 
County wine country. We had bought the farm … in a 
matter of speaking! 

We have always been city dwellers. The only real 
natural events we’ve ever dealt with are earthquakes. 
We don’t have tornadoes here, and while we’ve had 
some earth-shaking quakes (the monster of 1989 
pops to mind), as city dwellers we didn’t have floods, 

mudslides or other natural disasters. But one thing 
California does seem to have more than its share of is 
fire. In the city, a fire hydrant is positioned on just 
about every corner, and you kinda take them for 
granted. Now that we’re in the country, fire hydrants 
became a big deal … or should I say the lack of fire 
hydrants.  

Sure, fires can happen anywhere, at any time, but I 
never really worried about it. A month after we 
moved in, we got the chance to worry. That weekend 
featured dry lightning storm, another rarity here. 

There was no rain, but a few 
flashes of lightning and some 
thunder. That lightning ignited 
most of the fires that were still 
burning in California, as I 
wrote this months later. Noth-
ing seemed out of the ordinary 
for the next few days. But one 
morning we got up and saw a 
giant grayish white plume of 
smoke rising behind the ridge 
that is in back of our property. 
It was huge, and close.   

The fire burning behind us 
was called the SCU Lightning Complex fire, and when 
it was all over had injured six people, destroyed 222 
structures, damaged 26 more and continued to burn 
in isolated places within the fire boundaries for weeks. 
It was 98% contained as I wrote this, after burning for 
more than 28 days. It began in early August, and 
burned until mid-October, scorching nearly half a mil-
lion acres.  

While at the fire’s peak, we were notified that we 
were in a fire evacuation zone, and till we heard oth-
erwise we should pack our valuables and be ready to 
leave at a moment’s notice. Rob hitched our travel » 

Biff, the VW diesel pickup, appears ready to pull the 
trailer; he was merely parked in a prime evacuation spot. 
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trailer to the truck and left it 
like that for a week, just in 
case. Thankfully that never 
happened, but I continued 
packing treasures in the 
meantime to take with us. 
We had just moved in! How 
do you find stuff you haven’t 
unpacked yet?  

Once we learned we were 
in an evacuation zone, my 
main goal was to get all the 
old cars out of here and 
somewhere safe. We are on 
the east side of the city, and 
close VW friends are on the west. They were safe and 
not in danger from this fire, and Rick told me to take 
bring all over.  

My 1958 convertible Beetle was in a (metal) stor-
age unit a few miles away so would be just fine 
there, but my 1959 Single Cab, my 1969 Beetle 
sedan, and my 1982 diesel Rabbit pickup were all in 
the fire’s path.  

First to go was going to be Vernon, the Single Cab, 
who refused to start even though he’d just come 
home from a brake job and a traumatic tow to the 
mechanic. Dead batteries suck! Rob dashed out and 
found another 6v battery (and you thought you’d 
heard about all the dead batteries last time) and he 
fired up ready to go. All of my vehicles would have 
to be stored outside so I made sure their covers went 
along with them.  

Next up was Biff, the Rabbit pickup, who decided a 
slumber party outdoors with his friends sounded like 
fun. He was the only one who started without any is-
sues. Last to flee to safety was Bogie, the 1969 Beetle 
sedan and my former daily driver. You’d never know 
it though, as he too refused to start! He turned over 
enthusiastically but did not catch, so we persuaded 
him with a bit of starter fluid down the carb. Finally 
purring along, he joined his siblings at Rick’s place. 

The GTI stayed behind with us along with the Ram 
truck hitched to the trailer.  

The smoke in the air 
turned our world into some-
thing that looked like Mars. 
At 2 in the afternoon, the 
day looked like evening. 
The light, diffused by 
smoke, was red. Sometimes 
it smelled like smoke; some-
times not. It just depended 
on which way the wind was 
blowing. We were told to 
stay inside and not venture 
out unless necessary as the 
air quality was so bad.   

Ash rained down on 
everything. We watched and worried and repacked 
some precious items we had just brought to our new 
home, ready to flee if we had to. We got texts from 
CalFire, the state agency in charge of fighting and 
tracking wildfires. It’s a strange feeling to be awak-
ened at 1 a.m. by an official “alert” on the phone that 
you keep by your bed, just for that purpose. It was 
weeks before we truly relaxed again. 

It wasn’t even two weeks after all this fire non-
sense that we had an earthquake. We were watching 
TV, just minding our own business, and one wall 
began to shake and the floor sorta groaned. A few 
seconds later it was all over. We had two more small 
ones that night but it was unnerving after being on a 
fire alert for the previous week or so.  

Our new neighbor behind us told her boyfriend 
how awful she felt for “those new people who just 
moved in. They just barely got here and all this starts 
happening!” She told me later she hoped we didn’t 
think that was normal for this area. 

Several arrests were made as all of this played out. 
Arson was suspected as some wacko thought it 
would be fun to set a series of fires so they would all 
merge into one giant one. There’s not always a way 
to make any sense out of these things so we reassure 
ourselves that, a year later, the fire is now out. Our 
new farm life is getting back to normal and life is 
good. Let the Golden Years begin! VWCA 

VOLKSWOMAN

The color version of this photo of the GTI reflects a scene choked 
with smoke that created a sickly orange glow. 
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Fix It Safely
BY GEORGE LAMBESIS *vwcruzin3rdgeo@gmail.com

Stuck in a truck     

T
he 1957 single cab Transporter introduced in the 
July/August AUTOIST has gotten plenty of work 

during its face-lift, but removing the speedometer 
cluster and assorted switches and wiring for replace-
ment got me in a pickle.  

OK, I put old pillows and foam rubber on the front 
floor to be comfortable, but somehow I got myself 
wedged between the parking brake and shifter. I was 
OK with that to a point 
until my hour-long electri-
cal project was done. Now 
the fun part — getting out. 
Half of my torso was up on 
the seat and the other half 
on the floor at a 45-degree 
angle. Luckily, I had my 
cellphone and was able to 
summon help. 

With no steering wheel 
to grab, I was going 
nowhere. Help did re-
spond, but that was an-
other story. All I can say is I 
did get out, and my family 
was curious why my face 
was swollen. Now that’s a 
safety health issue. 

On other areas of getting this pickup on the road: I 
had the wheels sandblasted and coated with a 
polyurethane silver and primer applied and painted 
L-82, the original white color used on wheels, seat 
frames and bumpers.  

The wheels were wrapped with 185x70x15 tires, a 
little taller than stock. I had to use this size because 
even though I lowered the rear with a straight axle 
system, I did not want any clearance issues with the 

spring plate. The whole VW is lowered 31/2 inches, of-
fering better stability at higher speeds than the origi-
nal. 

Because summer was coming soon, I wanted to get 
the truck on the road. I installed a spare 1500cc en-
gine. The engine to go into this truck will be built 
this winter, a 1900cc coupled to a gearbox similar to 
a 1967 Beetle.  

Normally, I am a slow driver even with a vintage 
VW pickup or Beetle. Any 
stock vintage VW can be too 
slow and dangerous. Hav-
ing a motor more powerful 
can give you an option of 
accelerating on a freeway or 
getting out of a situation. I 
know that very well. 

So far I’ve replaced the 
broken windshields and 
rear windows with safaris 
for full flow ventilation. 

I cut oak slats and bows 
for the original hoops out 
of scrap oak boards that I 
found in local mill near my 
home. 

I have 650 miles so far. 
One cruise with a local club 

went 60 miles, but getting to and from the starting 
point added another 120 miles. The only problem I 
noticed was gear oil seeping behind the right rear 
axle. There’s not much that can go wrong, because 
this vehicle is so basic and simple. 

I’m still getting used to the noise of the gates rat-
tling and that’s another annoying issue. Hey, it’s a 
truck and they were not known to be quiet vehicles, 
especially carrying materials out back. VWCA

The 1957 Transporter shows off its new safari windows and oak slats 
for the original rear hoops. 
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semantics. In large, few TV marketing claims or 
trademarks were deemed accurate or helpful. 

Perhaps you remember Zenith’s redundant Chro-
macolor, Panasonic’s Quartecolor 
Quintrix with Q-Lock, Sears’ 
Chromix, Magnavox’s Chromatone or 
Sony’s Trinitron. Only the latter 
firm’s Trinitron proved its claim, as 
Sony’s CRT was a different kind of 
picture tube. It was often brighter 
than the black-matrix CRT used on 
other sets. In contrast, TV techno 
speak created a false sense of differ-
ence or implied sophisticated cir-
cuitry when there wasn’t.  

Philco’s Picture Pilot, for example, 
was an automatic gain circuit intro-
duced decades earlier and found on 
nearly all sets. And items such as 
Sears’ Memory Tuning or RCA’s 
Magic Brain suggested advanced tun-
ing technology. Not close. The former 
was a mechanical tuner preset for each channel and 
the latter, which adjusted your set at an amazing 
15,750 times a second was, sigh, the scanning fre-
quency for American TV established in 1941 — no 

magic and brainless 
too. 

These days, the 
auto biz is much like 
the consumer elec-
tronics industry mar-
keting its wares with 
hyperbolic branding 
creating a sense of 
techno savviness. I’m 
not saying there 
aren’t meaningful ad-
vanced driving aids — 
such as lane keeping 
or anti-lock brakes. 
Instead, as with the 

arrival of color TV, these complicated suites of tech-
nology, meant to reduce vehicular crashes, are 
wrapped in fancy brand-specific labeling making it 
difficult, without a spreadsheet, to know whether 

Toyota’s Safety Sense 2.5 (TSS 2.5) 
does the same thing as Audi’s Pre 
Sense or Pre Sense City.  

For many consumers, tweaking an 
early 1970s color TV set proved 
problematic. So, TV engineers intro-
duced numerous tricks, such as fac-
tory preset settings for hue, intensity 
and contrast. Sometimes they added 
an automatic fine-tuning circuit 
meant to reduce dial twisting or 
more likely tuner drift. RCA’s one-
button color TV controls (AccuMatic 
and AccuColor), Motorola’s Insta-
Matic Color Tuning, Montgomery 
Ward’s Color Magic were variations 
of similar strategies. Sometimes a 
setmaker purposefully emphasized 
flesh tones at the expense of accu-

rate color reproduction. A wise consumer consulted 
Consumer Reports in order to figure out which of 
these wonders was truly wonderful. 

Today, setmakers employ techno-talk to sell us 
Samsung’s or LG’s scheme for improving an LCD’s 
TV’s ability to reproduce black, as this technology re-
quires some form of screen lighting. This makes 
black look dingy gray or screen edges almost white. 
They’ve even rebranded LCD sets as LED models to 
further muddy the picture. And like the early 1970s 
TVs, we get presets called movie, standard, sports or 
gaming. In addition, there are lots of “dynamic” digi-
tal signal processors meant to reduce image blur or 
improve image crispness often introducing picture 
defects we call digital artifacts — posterization is one 
of them. Instead of smooth transitions of color gradi-
ents we see bands.  

Now our cars employ flat panel screens. Automak-
ers brag about their screen sizes. VW dubs its flat-
panel instrument cluster Digital Cockpit. And I must 

DRIVER’S SEAT

uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-
utor since 1993, has upgraded his 
wheels since getting his first car in 
the early ’60s. 

The solid-state AccuColor was “built to 
stand the test of time” for RCA sets. 
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admit it’s unusually 
lucid day or night, 
but not all DCs are 
equal, as lower trims 
get smaller ones with 
fewer display op-
tions. At the center of 
the dashboard is, per-
haps, MIB3 — an in-
fotainment screen, 
navigation system 
and wireless app con-
nection for your 
smartphone. MIB3 doesn’t really tell 
us what you’re getting or how it com-
pares with Ford’s Sync 3. Then, 
there’s VW’s driver assist system 
called IQ.DRIVE. It includes Lane 
Keeping System (Lane Assist) (self-
centering steering), Front Assist 
(available Forward Collision Warn-
ing), Autonomous Emergency Brak-
ing and Pedestrian Monitoring.  

Want more? Adaptive Cruise Con-
trol (ACC) might come with the abil-
ity to stop/go, Active Blind Spot 
Monitor alerts you of a vehicle when 
you’re trying to change lanes and 
might hit it — that’s the monitor 
part. When you step up to Active, 
you get counter steering. Rear Traffic 
Alert senses whether a vehicle is 
crossing in your path behind. You 
don’t have to add the modifier Active 
in front of RTA in order to get brak-
ing assist. Emergency Assist monitors 
driver activity. It can bring the vehi-
cle to a stop if the driver is unrespon-
sive. Travel Assist uses cameras and 
other sensors to provide semi-au-
tonomous steering, acceleration and 
braking.  

Don’t get me started on VW’s 
IQ.Light — this time not all in caps. 
It describes adaptive headlights that 

use matrices of LED to shift lighting 
patterns to provide zone illumina-
tion, and it can automatically acti-
vate the high beams. And I haven’t 
delved into what’s a TSI engine or a 
DSG transmission. 

You see, a new car is a lot like a TV. 
There’s a reason why some carmak-
ers introduce their wares at con-
sumer electronics shows. Regardless, 
you’ll find spun-off-from-George 
Lucas THX Certified Displays a qual-
ity assurance scheme, which helps 
consumers determine how well a TV 
stacks up. Think of it as a Good 
Housekeeping Seal of sorts. The auto 
industry requires systematic testing 
and consistent branding conventions 
to make car shopping or review read-
ing less of an exercise in linguistic 
babel. 

 
Solving hatch, trunk leaks 

We’re told Noah crafted a rig capa-
ble of surviving a flood. Many autos, 
in contrast, leak like sieves. Nearly 
all cars I’ve owned have had water 
management problems. My Toyota 
Corolla Liftback’s rear lamps turned 
into aquaria. The problem wasn’t the 
light housings. Instead, the culprits 
were cracked body seams where » 

VW’s Digital Cockpit is a fully customizable digital gauge cluster. Start 
with a speedometer and tachometer and add from a menu that includes 
navigation, phone functions, a compass, an altimeter, safety features, fuel 
economy and diagnostic information in a layout of your choosing. 
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the quarter panels are attached to 
the rear lid’s troughs. 

VWs have their own H2O prob-
lems. Jerry Sloniger, Foreign Car 
Guide’s European correspondent, re-
ported in his March 1964 “Just Mus-
ing” post the story behind VW’s 
problematic VW 1500 launch. Early 
Type 3 buyers encountered a shower 
of water leaks. Another issue was the 
non-plus engine’s lack of beans. Fur-
thermore, VW’s German Beetle sales 
slipped in 1962 and 1963. The home 
folks, he claimed, had turned away 
from the familiar 1200 Bug and were 
reluctant to be VW’s guinea pigs for 
its Type 3 sedan, although the 
Squareback proved irresistible.  

Sloniger thought the “plus” in VW’s 
more powerful 1500S, which fin-
ished second overall in a Swedish 
rally, was destined to become the 
new king of small cars. VW’s much-
improved 1500S, he said, proved 
quick and sturdy, whereas other lead-
ing machines sounded like bundles of 
tin ware. One German publication, 
however, claimed the 1500S was a 
lemon with a blow-apart engine.  

I checked VW’s official service 
manual. Who said VWs float? Sure 
enough, FCG’s reporter was telling 
the truth. An entire chapter is de-
voted to the elimination of body 
leaks dated October 1963. Twelve 
pages of photos and text are meant to help VW’s 
dealers fix its cars. 

There were 13 documented front-of-the vehicle 
leak points. These included the windshield’s washer 
jet, wiper shafts, fresh-air boxes, body-bolt area near 
the front footrests (must separate body from plat-
form to fix), the joint between the wheel housing 
and side panel (must remove the fender) and the 

windshield’s weatherstripping. VW 
advised removing the windshield 
and squeezing together gaps on the 
body’s lip for locating the wind-
shield. Merely smearing sealant 
under the window seal didn’t do.  

This piece focuses on MKII 
Scirocco trunk leaks. It delves into a 
very similar problem found on the 
Type 3 — those pinched and welded 
body lips or edges. My story applies 
to other cars. It doesn’t exhaust all 
forms of water woes. Nonetheless, it 
guides you toward sites of water in-
trusion. Unchecked, moisture causes 
corrosion, damages interior materi-
als and leads to mold. Sometimes 
this process goes largely unnoticed 
because water migrates under insu-
lation damaging the bottom of your 
car. Thus, you might not notice a 
problem as obvious as the Toyota’s. 
Yet, the odor or damp carpeting 
should get your attention. 

First you must determine whether 
water enters into the rear lid and 
then into the trunk or through the 
body into the trunk. The lid’s ingress 
points include the rear-spoiler 
mounts, lid wiring covers, emblem 
holes, window gasket and the rear 
latch seal (161-827-527). Surpris-
ingly high amounts of water work 
their way through the emblem-
mounting plugs Karmann inserted in 

aft-deck holes. The original black plugs crack. VW 
upgraded these with blue “retainers” (191-853-615-
A). They work better. Frequently, body shops omit 
these clips and simply glue badges onto the car. This 
rarely works. Get the plugs. 

Now let’s work our way from the top of the rear 
opening to the bottom. Water can leak through the 
lid’s hinge screws — especially if someone fiddled 

Evidence of leaks in a Scirocco: Top, in a 
lower quarter panel; middle, in a rear lid 
strut mount; bottom, rust at gap on a 
rear lip. 



VW AUTOIST        31

☯
with them. The next hot spot is the rear lid’s sup-
porting strut brackets. Each bracket is attached to 
the vehicle with two screws. Karmann routed the 
screws through the brackets and then put rubber 
washers (533-809-636) in groves under those brack-
ets. Frequently, those who replace the rear struts 
throw the washers away. That opens a path for 
water to seep down the screw and drip inside the C 
pillar landing on the tail lamps and/or trunk. You’ll 
suspect the lamps, even though the problem is much 
higher on the car.  

Karmann created another intrusion spot where the 
quarter panel attaches to the rear apron. This seam 
runs sideways at the bottom of the lid’s trough and 
up under the weatherstripping. If there’s a hairline 
crack here, water will work its way into your trunk.  

The weatherstripping, wrapped around the rear 
opening, might fail. VW changed its design adding a 
ridge (321-827-705-A). It works like a drip edge. I’ve 
also seen some VWs where the ends of this strip are 
joined at rear aperture’s top instead of its bottom.  

One out-of-sight water ingress point is under the 
weatherstripping. Just like the early VW Type 3, 
where water migrated under the windshield’s weath-
erstripping and then into the gap found between the 
car’s spot welds, the Scirocco’s rear lid weatherstrip-
ping attaches to a lip formed by welding the rear 
troughs to the inner body panels. The gaps between 
this lip’s spot welds let water leak into the trunk — 
often routing it there via the back side of the C pillars.  

Remove the rear hatch seal and apply Permatex’s 
black silicone adhesive sealant. Smear it on the lip’s top 
edge, filling in the gaps and then around the trough at 
the base of the lip. This latter trick creates a water bar-
rier. It’s almost as effective as the Hoover Dam.  

Compared with Noah’s problem, fixing a leaky VW 
seems far more complicated. Just look at that missive 
from VW dated August 1963.  

 
Checking on the competition  

2021 Toyota Supra GR. Does BMW build a bet-
ter Toyota?: For decades Buick ads proclaimed: 
When better automobiles are built, Buick will build 
them. Flash forward to 2021 and that slogan de-
serves an update: When a better Toyota sports car is 

built, BMW will build it. In fact, Toyota’s two sports 
cars — the 86 (built by Subaru as BRZ) and Supra 
(built by BMW) — prove platform sharing reaps big 
rewards.  

Unlike the 86/BRZ duo, which look alike, the 
Supra and its BMW Z4 kin don’t. One’s a Euro-
themed roadster, and the other’s a curvaceous lift-
back coupe. And the sampled Nitro Yellow Gazoo 
Racing 2021 Supra with its two fewer inline cylin-
ders than you’d expect (Supras at birth were six-
cylinder Celicas). It’s still wickedly quick. Supra 
faithful might whine about this, uhm, shortage. 
Nonetheless, to borrow words from Tony the Tiger, 
“It’s GRrrreat.” And we’re not talking about dainty 
sugary flakes. 

Instead, the 255-hp/295 lb-ft of torque GR requires 
no frosting; the good stuff is baked in. Add active ex-
haust and the MSRP is about $44,215. Top speed is 
155 mph. These numbers don’t tell you how sud-
denly this vehicle wins you over. Sure the GR’s dou-
ble-bubble roof seems sort of corny, although 
headroom is plentiful. And there are scores of faux 
vents — artificial as vanlian. Perhaps A.J. Foyt would 
dig the nose cone. 

In its banana-split hue, however, the Supra looks 
like a sex-ed prop — suitable for a cab-back car pro-
phylactic demo. And now it comes with a 2.0-liter 
turbocharged mill tucked sort of mid-front sur-
rounded by lots of aluminum framing. It’s light at 
3,181 pounds.  

Hop in and the machine tickles you silly. You’ll 
want to giggle because the GR in Sport explores the 
traction and cornering capabilities of staggered-
width 18-inch Michelin Pilot Super Sport tires — » 
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255/40ZR18 front and 275/40ZR18 rear. These tires 
don’t grrr, they grip.  

Some Toyota enthusiasts might wince at this car’s 
birth certificate and its two fewer cylinders or per-
haps its Ghia like curves. I’d say it’s tempting — taut 
and Ter-GR-rific. Its Euro genus adds to its allure.    

2021 Mazda CX-30 Turbo. It punches above its 
weight: Mazda’s CX-30 wants to enter the petite-
size crossover bout. It’s tidy but its polished de-
meanor plays upper-crust transport better than some 
upscale autos. Add 2.5-liter turbo power and it’s 
quick on its metaphorical feet with good overtaking 
power.  

Yet, the extra gonads aren’t for burnouts; the en-
gine is down-speeded where its ample 310 lb-ft of 
torque (10 more using premium fuel) motivates a co-
operative six-speed automatic. Paddles shifters and 
manumatic sport mode let you beat the normal drive 
mode to the punch. Stabbing the go pedal produces 
velvety getaway in Mazda’s normal drive mode. 

Fuel economy is respectable. The EPA says 22 mpg 
city, 30 highway and 25 combined. I saw 28.2 mpg. 
Horsepower varies: 227 with 87 octane; 250 with 
premium. The small fuel tank, however, limits you to 
about a 300-mile range. That and the small car’s big 
blind spots are its major demerits.  

The look is Mazda familiar, like a shrunken CX-5. 
Regardless, it’s a handsome sled. The tail lamps with 
their aero-aiding fins project into the rear opening, 
so handle your cargo ingest with care. The hooks for 
the aft-bay’s cover are flimsy too, but they’re easy to 
replace.  

As tested, the Premium Plus PKG with AWD sports 
a Monroney bottom line of $35,995. Mazda’s fea-
tures list has lots of “Is” as in I-Active (AWD) or I-Ac-
tive sense (driver assist). And then, there are “Ms.” 
Mazda places them in abbreviations for, say, radar 
cruise control with stop and go (MRCC). The top-dog 
PPP includes parking sensors, rear cross traffic brak-
ing and traffic jam assist. A forward camera is an-
other aid, as is a bird’s eye view setup. There’s a 
front crash abatement setup system with braking. 

Mazda’s engineers plucked its compact 3 

sedan/hatchback chassis rather than the smaller one 
used on the now departed CX-3. And unlike some ri-
vals with independent rear suspensions, this AWD ve-
hicle utilizes a torsion beam rear axle.  

The car’s road-going disposition, however, is most 
agreeable. The steering is nicely weighted. It holds a 
line much like a product from Ingolstadt. Feedback 
through the tiller, like those newer German rides, 
isn’t strong. Lane keep assist lets you deviate slightly 
from center without protesting too much. It will vi-
brate the steering wheel and then correct your way-
ward ways, though. Adaptive cruise and swiveling 
LED headlamps with auto high beams lead the way. 

Ride quality is active on Dairyland’s curdled road-
ways. You feel dribbling in your legs. These quakes 
are dampened by densely padded seat cushions, as if 
you’re riding atop memory foam. That’s pretty good 
for a sporty 18-inch wheeled CUV. 

The cabin’s cozy confines are tight for four full-
sized adults. Its trimmings are mostly plush, al-
though the leather surfaces feel like vinyl. Mazda 
uses either soft-touch or upholstered/stitched covers 
for the front center console, dash pad, dash fascia 
and more.  

Aft riders face airline-style seat backs — nicely 
shaped and padded. Your knees won’t poke into un-
friendly territory. There are rear vents too.  

Mazda’s CX-30 decked out with its perplexingly 
named perks is an engaging upstart. It’s ideal for 
those who think good things should come in subcom-
pact packages. VWCA 

DRIVER’S SEAT



VW AUTOIST        33

☯

Club Store



RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 
 

FOR SALE: 1992 VW Cabriolet, approx 

163,000 miles. Flash red – no rust. Looks 

good, runs bad if at all. Automatic. 

$1,500. Contact Tom: (708) 442-1006 (Ill.) 

FOR SALE: I have a full ‘82 VW Cab. Rab-

bit 1.6 diesel. Need crankshaft, will in-

form you how to take it off your engine. I have ’77 gasoline engine, 

need whole car (I am in the San Francisco Bay area near Rich-

mond). Will sell full engine for parts and transmission. I have hoist 

to work. Edgar Perry, (510) 234-1392 (CA). 

FOR SALE: Vehicles, parts, accessories, literature, toys. Over 50 

yrs. John’s Car Corner, Westminster, VT 05158. (802) 722-3180.  

johnsccorner@gmail.com 

FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-$149.95. 

Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publishers): $9.95-

$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual $37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 

37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 

380-9277. 

FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 

1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 

3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and Zuf-

fenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 

(CA). 

BACK AUTOIST ISSUES: Did you know that a limited number of 

copies of past AUTOIST issues are available from our Club Store? Get 

an extra copy of the one that featured your car in an article or just 

to complete your collection. Copies are $5 each including shipping 

and handling. Inquire about issues more than 20 years old. Order 

from Volkswagen Club of America, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 

60542-0154 or check for the most recent issues in our online Club 

Store at VWClub.org.

Classified Ads
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W
hat makes someone choose to purchase an elec-
tric vehicle for the first time? Volkswagen repre-

sentatives spoke with four new owners of the ID.4 
about what motivated them to make the switch and 
embrace an electric future. 

Erick Freligh, 50, a business systems analyst in 
Bothell, Washington, was considering what new VW 
to purchase next — in the past, he has owned a 1967 
Beetle, 1986 Golf and 2012 CC — when an ad for 
the ID.4 popped up on his screen. He was intrigued. 

“I joined the web announcement on launch day, 
threw down my deposit for a reservation and decided 
I would find out what an EV meant by the time it 
was ready for purchase,” Freligh said. “I wanted to 
get in early on it, because I have a long history with 
Volkswagen, and the ID.4 looked like it was a serious 
game changer for the brand.” 

After securing his spot, he doubled down on the re-
search and quickly discovered how perfect an EV fit 
with his needs and lifestyle. 

P.K. Shiu, a financial technology professional in 
Lexington, Massachusetts, echoed Freligh’s senti-
ments. After doing mountains of research and years 
of wanting to switch to an EV, this was the first car he 
felt suited both his and his family’s needs. A dad of 
two, the ID.4 enables him to zip them around town 
and run family errands easily and efficiently. 

“The EV experience is so different, but in a good 
way,” Shiu says. “It’s been really fun. I’ve basically 
been looking for excuses to go out and drive the car. 
Like, ‘Sure honey, I’ll get the milk!’” 

Sam Barak, 28, an engineer in Longwood, Florida, 
said the time was right for an EV: it was an afford-
able and the fuel savings option for his growing fam-
ily suited his more than 100-mile daily commute. 

Barak is particularly fond of the “sleek and futuris-
tic exterior,” “instant torque” and comfortable front 
seats, which feature built-in, four-way massage lum-
bar and memory in the ID.4. “I’m 6’3”, so having a 
car that I fit comfortably in was really important to 
me,” he said.

First-time EV owners share 
why they picked the ID.4 



Parting Shot
Art imitating art 

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 
allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Send a snail mail 
to the VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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These creations featured at the entrance to 
a former Orlando, Florida, shopping center 
(now turned indoor amusement park) sug-
gest the VW-based characters in the Dis-
ney film “Cars.” The upper right and lower 
left vehicle is a re-creation of “Tow-Mater,” 
leaving the photographer at a loss to tell if 
all the art objects started their life as actual 
automobiles. 
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