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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

Chicago show detour      

I
  couldn’t attend the 2022 Chicago Auto Show press 
preview due to a death in the family. Instead, I 

joined the Leppke car show in Trenton, Illinois, east 
of St. Louis, at the house my parents rented as their 
winter abode  —  just 
north of two wonderful 
neon signs: The Trenton 
House Restaurant and 
Jim’s Formal Wear. You 
could also walk to the 
Dairy King, which has a 
timeline wall inside the 
eatery with photos of the 
joint (circa early 1960s) 
when it was a slanted-
window drive-in. 

My brother Gary arrived 
in his 2019 GTI, brother 
Mark and his wife Susan 
in a black Audi TT, my sis-
ter Barb and her husband 
Tom in a Volvo XC90 and 
me in my winter rent-a-
wreck 1986 VW Scirocco  
—  purchased from a 
VWCA member in 1999. 
The first winter I drove 
this car, I took my father 
to a car museum near 
Minneapolis. He seemed 
surprisingly pleased with 
this admittedly crummy 
auto. It confidently moved through slick streets on 
winter tires.  

You’d think the oldest car in this fleet would give 
the most trouble. For example, the headlight switch 

crapped out when cold — likely due to old grease on 
the mechanical bits that make its sliding electrical 
contacts work. I know this because I received a warn-
ing from a Trenton police officer, a young chap who 
also noticed my Mars red car’s bronze doors. He sur-

mised I swapped doors 
due to a failed window 
regulator — something he 
said he did with one of his 
old vehicles. So, this traf-
fic stop went well. Actu-
ally, I swapped the door 
because the original’s stop 
and hinge assembly rusted 
out. And yes, so did the 
window regulator cable. 

But it was the late-
model Volvo that made a 

“hellacious” cry for help. Brother-
in-law Tom, heard it during his 
trip from Minneapolis to Trenton. 
The noise sounded like an angry 
belt-driven pulley. It was loudest 
when you opened the timing belt 
cover. So, he asked a Volvo dealer 
in Iowa to check it out. Due to 
COVID-19, the nearest Volvo 
dealer on his route wouldn’t look 
at his ride, as they had lots of 
other machines awaiting repairs. 

He later called a Volvo dealer-
ship west of St. Louis for help. 
The service writer wasn’t sure 

whether they could squeeze this sounds-like-an-
emergency vehicle into its queue, but he said they’d 
look at it. So we drove it there. Upon our arrival the 

uTURN TO PAGE 28
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Neon finery in Trenton, Illinois. 



Small Talk
VW + AUDI AT A GLANCE

 ON BEING STRANDED IN THE COLD:  
The January snowstorm that left 
hundreds stranded on an inter-
state highway in Virginia for 20 or 
more hours raised questions about 
how an EV might handle such sub-
freezing conditions. Tests run by 
VW showed that “if you start with 
a fully charged battery and an out-
door temperature of 20 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the ID.4 HVAC could 
maintain a cabin temperature of 
72 degrees for up to 41 hours 
while parked.” See more in a 
video at bit.ly/3H7V84E. 
 CHARGING NETWORKS:  VW sub-
sidiary Electrify America topped 
all EV charging networks in user 
experience in a recent study by 
engineering services firm Umlaut. 
The study looked at the entire 

user experience for the largest DC 
fast-charging networks in the U.S., 
including app/website usability, 
charging locations and the ease of 
conducting a session or obtaining 
tech support. 

 END OF AN ERA:  The car that be-
came the focus of VW’s new U.S. 
plant in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
rolled off the assembly line for the 
final time in December. In 2011, 
the final year of European-style 
Passat sales in the U.S., VW sold 
only 22,835. The following year, 
with the introduction of the larger 
and cheaper American Passat, 
125,212 models were sold.  
Meanwhile, the Passat lives on in 
other markets, replaced here at 
Chattanooga with the ID.4. It will 

NEW & IMPROVED
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 NOW IT’S FOR REAL:  By the time 
you read this, VW will have 
made it official: The much-
awaited ID.Buzz, the new EV 
verion of the brand’s iconic 
minibus, was slated for a March 
9 launching. We first saw the 
concept at the Detroit auto 
show in 2017. Production is ex-
pected to start by the end of the 
year, both at the Chattanooga plant and in Germany. Though pricing 
had yet to be announced before the launch, reports have suggested the 
EV could start for less than $50,000. Sales are expected to start in 2023. 

join the Atlas, also built here. 
 AUTOMATION:  Software teams 
numbering 1,000 engineers from 
Bosch and VW’s Cariad divisions 
will collaborate to develop hands-
free partly automated driving sys-
tems to launch on VW Group 
vehicles starting in 2023. Mean-
while, VW is looking into 
Huawei’s autonomous driving 
business. 
 AMAROK:  Old news: VW and Ford 
are working on several joint proj-
ects. Now some dot-connecting: 
Spies from Fordauthority.com 
have seen a 2022 Amarok pickup 
prototype being tested in the De-
troit area for the first time. The 
Amarok is based on the recently 
revealed Ford Ranger.  

 SALES RECORD ... FOR EVs:  In a re-
port on 2021 sales, VW said it de-
livered 119,650 ID.4s globally, 
with 17,000 in the U.S. Among 
EVs, the ID.4 was followed by the 
ID.3, with about 76,000 deliver-
ies, and the e-up! model, with 
about 41,500. And, no surprise, 
last year’s sales of battery-electric 
and plug-in hybrid vehicles were 
the most ever for the company. 
But overall, the group posted its 
lowest sales figures in 10 years at 
8.9 million deliveries, partly own-
ing to supply chain shortages. 

EV NEWS

MONEY MATTERS
COMPANY NEWS



Retro Autoist
FROM THE VWCA ARCHIVES 
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 MARCH/APRIL 2012:  CNET.com has named the Beetle’s 
high-quality Fender audio system the “Best-sound-
ing car stereo” of the year for 2011. “The sys-
tem’s excellent sound and its unbeatable 
price made the premium product this 
year’s winner,” explained the editors of 
CNET on their website.  
 MARCH/APRIL 2012:  Cars.com has tabbed 
the new Passat “Best of 2012” for its out-
standing value and long list of standard features. In a 
test of 65 models, the Passat outdid the Subaru Im-
preza, Range Rover Evoque, Hyundai Veloster, Hyundai 
Accent and Audi A7 for the award.  

 MARCH/APRIL 2002:  So-called crossover vehicles are the 
latest rage, and VW 
has produced a con-
cept car called Mag-
ellan that will turn 
heads, if nothing 
else. Introduced at 
the Detroit auto 
show, the Magellan 
sported VW’s new W8 engine, producing 275 hp, with 
four-wheel drive and pneumatic suspension with active 
hydraulic shocks. But the concept is more than just a 
sport-utility vehicle, combining, instead, the attributes 
of people carriers like the minivan and sedan. According 
to reports, if approved for production, the Magellan 
could wear an Audi badge. Postscript: Magellan failed for 
a chance to conquer any of the competition.  

 MARCH/APRIL 1992:  The third-generation Golf has 
slugged a grand slam against the competition in Europe. 

In balloting by a panel of journalists, the Golf was hon-
ored as European Car of the Year. The car was cited for 
its safety, recyclability and V-6 engine. The honor was 

the first ever for Volkswagen AG. The new 
Golf makes it debut in North Amer-

ica this fall.   
 MARCH/APRIL 1992:  The new V-6-
powered VW Corrado (at left), 

called the SLC, will get you there in 
a hurry, but you’ll pay a premium for it. A fully 

loaded SLC will sticker for around $25,000 (nearly 
$50,000 in 2022 dollars).   

 MARCH/APRIL 1982:  VWoA announced Feb. 10 that it 
would offer rebates of $350 to buyers of 1982 VW Rabbit 
sedans and pickups. VW said the rebate offer “is a re-
sponse to the current competitive environment in the au-
tomative market.” VW sales were down 8% last year and 
plunged 55.5% in January 1982 compared to the same 
month a year ago.     

 APRIL 1972:  Feb. 17, 1972, was a day for celebration in 
Wolfsburg, where Beetle No. 15,007,034 rolled off the 
assembly line. The silver-blue car, heavily decorated 
with flower arrangements, was driven straight to the 
factory museum as the car that became the most manu-
factured automobile in history, beating Ford’s Model T.  

 MARCH 1962:  The 1962 VW is getting new “worm and 
roller” steering in all passenger cars for the U.S. market. 
The new steering replaces the “worm and sector-type” 
used in VWs from the beginning. The new setup offers 
smoothness, especially when parking, taking tight corners 
or when turning when the car is standing still. 

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO
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By Don Capestrain *cappy@neo.rr.com

DIY CHALLENGE
Rebuild gives way to rebuilds in long haul  

to get a 1978 back to trouble-free busing 

VW Bus DIY engine-re-
build project can 
painfully expose gaps in 

the knowledge, thoroughness 
and mechanical abilities of its 
owner/mechanic — never so 
much as with my Sage Green 

1978. ¶ The May/June 2020 
AUTOIST cover story told of the 
failure of its engine and my 
plans to rebuild it myself. It’s 
been over two years since I em-
barked on the journey, and it’s 
still not at an end. 

A
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The engine is a 2.0L Type 4 

powerplant with hydraulic 
lifters and Bosch L-Jet fuel in-
jection, and the first rebuild 
was completed in May 2020.  

But that was only the end of 
the beginning of my challenge. 
Four more engine-pulls were 
required over the next 13 
months to address noise, a bro-
ken piston ring, a seized main 
bearing and a serious oil leak. 
An engine fire was also thrown 
in just to keep it interesting. 

Here’s what happened: 
In October 2019, I learned 

my engine would have to come 
apart because one of the hy-
draulic lifters was being eaten 
by its cam lobe. The valve and 
lifter kept losing their adjust-
ment, and when I tried to re-
move the lifter, I found that it 
had mushroomed and would 
not come out of its bore. The 
lifter finally wore down so far 
that a hole developed on the 
lifter face into the oil reservoir. 
It didn’t lift anymore after that. 
Upon engine disassembly, 
cracks in the cylinder heads 
and a fractured No. 1 main 
bearing were also found. Wow, 
time for a fresh start. 

My goal was to build a bone-
stock replacement engine that 
would be as smooth, quiet, and 
powerful as the factory origi-
nal.  

One of the best things I did 
was to contact the founder of 
our local VW Bus group LEAKOIL. He was able to 
supply an engine case suitable for rebuilding and 
provided the connection to George at European Mo-
torworks in Hawthorne, California, for the machining 

services and many of the 
parts. 

The first misadventure 
was shipment of the engine 
case from Ohio to Califor-
nia. Although it was very 
carefully packed, the oil 
breather section of the case 
was broken off when it ar-
rived. Luckily, the shipment 
insurance paid for another 
align-bored engine case 
that George had available. 

(European Motorworks is one of the few shops 
that can align-bore a Type 4 engine case.) 

By the end of January 2020, I had everything 
except the cylinder heads available to start as-
sembling the engine, using the Tom Wilson 
book “How to Rebuild Your Volkswagen Air-
Cooled Engine” for guidance. I took my time 
and was very careful to make sure everything 
was done correctly during the build (or so I 
thought!). After much debate about the heads, 
the decision was made to bite the bullet and go 
with the “Blueprint Special” stock heads from 
Len Hoffman in Georgia.  

Finally, on May 18, 2020, the rebuilt engine 
came to life! It was indeed smooth, quiet, and 
powerful … for the first 200 miles.  

Then, a strange intermittent knocking noise 
started. Thanks to thesamba.com, excessive 
camshaft endplay was quickly identified as the 
probable cause. I pulled the engine, removed 
the oil pump and found the endplay at 0.010-
inch versus the wear limit of 0.006-inch. Un-
fortunately, the Wilson book makes no mention 
of checking camshaft endplay. I then remem-
bered that the camshaft was a snug fit into the 
thrust bearing during assembly. That snug fit 
should have been a 
warning, but I was 

too much of a “newbie” to 
know it. Without the 
proper endplay (and 
therefore lubrication), »  

Cracked main bearing Lifter hole 

A normal 2-inch lifter next to one 
with a quarter-inch of wear. 

Worn cam lobe

• Listen to the en-
gine noise in this 

YouTube video (that’s a zero 
in address): bit.ly/369Jv0h

uTHE AUTHOR:  Don 
Capestrain wrote predom-
inantly about VW’s New 
Beetle for the AUTOIST 
from 2000 to 2010. 
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ENGINE

the camshaft quickly “ate” the thrust 
bearing. (There’s more to this story 
that we’ll get to later.) I bought new 
cam bearings, split the case open, 
and reassembled everything — this 
time making sure that the thrust 
bearing endplay was correct.  

On July 3, 2020, the Bus was back 
on the road again … for two days. 

On July 4, 2020, I started the Bus, 
backed out of my driveway and 
headed down the street. After no 
more than a few hundred feet, the 
engine died and would not restart. 
Glancing in the side mirrors, I saw 
smoke billowing from the engine air 
intakes. I rushed out and opened the 
engine compartment. FIRE!!! I ran to 
the passenger side, opened the slid-
ing door, grabbed the fire extin-
guisher in front of the rear seat, and 
was luckily able to put the fire out in 
short order.  

Of course, I was happy to have had 
a fire extinguisher available that did 
its job, but it was unfortunately a 
dry-chemical unit. That dry chemical 
is a nightmare. It sticks to everything 
and immediately begins corroding 
any bare metal it contacts. I didn’t pull the engine to 
clean everything up, but I should have. In the end, all 
the engine tin and almost everything else that bolts 
to the engine had to come off to clean out the chemi-
cal. The replacement fire extinguisher is a Halotron 
unit that leaves no residue. Never again! 

The fire was caused because I missed tightening 
the fuel line hose clamp on the left side of the cold 
start valve for the fuel injection. This is located right 
next to the distributor. Apparently, fuel leaked (or 
sprayed) out and was ignited by the normal arcing 
inside the distributor cap. The fact that I was using 
5/16-inch ID fuel injection hoses instead of the cor-
rect 7mm ID lines was also to blame. Lesson learned! 

The items destroyed by the fire 
included the fuel injection wiring 
harness, heater booster fan, dis-
tributor cap, rotor, spark plug 
wires, rubber fuel lines, fan 
guard, oil pressure sender, vari-
ous vacuum hoses, and the insu-
lating panels on the “ceiling” of 
the engine compartment. I made 

an insurance claim and Chubb Insurance was great 
to work with. It paid for a brand-new Kyle FI wiring 
harness, all the other parts and included a payment 
for labor hours even though I would be doing the re-
pairs myself. That funded the purchase of four new 
Hankook Vantra tires! 

On July 26, 2020, the Bus was back on the road ... 
for the third time.  

The next few hundred miles were mostly unevent-
ful. However, the cold engine sounded somewhat like 
a diesel when accelerating. Once it warmed up, the 
noise went away. It seemed that the brand new 
Mahle pistons were slapping in their brand new 
Mahle cylinders. Sigh. I wondered whether some-

The dry-chemical fire extinguisher did its job but created a mess. 

Piston skirts
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thing should be done about that 
until the oil was changed on Sep-
tember 26, 2020. That’s when a 
piece of a piston ring was found in 
the sump plate. OK, I  guess this 
engine is getting pulled out again!  

At least this time the case did 
not need to be split open, only the 
heads, pistons and cylinders re-
moved. The piece of piston ring be-
longed to the wavy center spacer 
between the two oil control rings 
on one of the pistons. Another 
newbie mistake. Apparently, I 
broke this piece off when installing 
the piston in its cylinder, and it 
took this long to escape and find 
its way to the oil sump. 

I also wanted to address the pis-
ton slap issue. The brand new 
Mahle pistons had significantly 
shorter skirts than the old Mahle 
pistons they replaced, which was 
probably why they were rocking 
and slapping in their cylinders. So, 
I had the new Mahle cylinders 
honed, installed new Hastings 
rings on the old Mahle pistons and 
put the engine back together 
again.  

On October 24, 2020, the Bus 
was back on the road again. The 
engine had logged around 900 
miles since its original installation 
back in May. 

And 235 miles later, on Novem-
ber 14, 2020, disaster struck. The 
engine seized after driving less 
than a mile. While trying to start 
the seized engine, the solenoid 
jammed and would not disengage 
the starter from the flywheel. This 
ruined the battery and starter.  

Yet another newbie mistake. It took several phone 
calls and email photo exchanges with George at Eu-

ropean Motorworks to finally con-
vince me, but yes, when I put the 
case halves back together after re-
pairing the camshaft bearing issue, 
the No. 3 main bearing was not 
properly seated on its dowel pin. I 
has pinched the bearing. How it 
survived for 900 miles is a mystery, 
but it did. 

So, out the engine came again, 
and of course this time it had to be 
completely disassembled. I meas-
ured the bearing seats in the case 
and found that the No. 3 bearing 
seat was distorted, no doubt due to 
the pinched bearing. George indi-
cated that the case should be align-
bored again, and because he did 

not want me to have a case with bearing 
seats two sizes larger, he provided another 
case that had only been aligned-bored 
once.  

In the end, George cleaned up the No. 3 
crankshaft journal and shipped me a re-
placement case. My only cost was the 
shipping 
to send 
the dam-
aged case 
and crank 
to him. 

Because there had been camshaft end-
play issues before, it was checked while 
disassembling the engine, and sure 
enough, it was starting to open up again. I 
wasn’t sure why this was happening, but 
it persuaded me to use a double-thrust 
camshaft bearing setup when the engine 
went back together. 

In January 2021, the work to reassem-
ble the engine began. But I just couldn’t 
get the double-thrust cam bearing setup 

to work. The camshaft would always bind up at some 
point it its rotation. Further investigation finally de-
termined that there was 0.003-inch of axial runout » 

• Watch the YouTube 
video of the shaft face 

runout measurement: 
bit.ly/3Lq6NPu

Pinched bearing

Wiped bearing

New cam



on the thrust faces of the after-
market camshaft. This is 
nearly all the allowable end-
play for the camshaft. This 
runout, combined with other 
imperfections in the case and 
bearings, was causing the 
binding. I also suspected that 
this runout was acting like a 
hammer or cutter when the 
camshaft was spinning in the 
running engine, causing the 
thrust bearing to wear prema-
turely and opening up the endplay. 

For comparison, the thrust face runout on the old 
OE VW camshaft (with ruined lobes) was checked. It 
had none. I spoke to George about this and he 
checked the runout on all of the aftermarket cam 
blanks he had available at his shop. All showed simi-
lar levels of runout.  

I took the aftermarket cam to a local machine shop 
and asked the reps to clean up the thrust faces. They 
were warned that only a small amount of stock could 
be removed, or the resulting endplay would be too 
large. They missed that last part apparently, because 
the cam had 0.010-inch of endplay after they were 
finished. WAAAY too much. It’s now sitting on a 
shelf, waiting for the day that someone decides to 
make oversize camshaft thrust bearings. I think it 
will turn to rust before that happens. 

The only option left was to go with a reground OE 
VW camshaft, which George was able to supply, but 
it didn’t arrive until early May 2021. A new cam also 
meant new lifters, so those were ordered as well.  

The reground camshaft had virtually no thrust 
runout, as expected, and rotated freely with the dou-
ble-thrust bearing setup. The engine was reassem-
bled with all new bearings and lifters, and on June 
16, 2021, it was installed in the Bus, along with a 
new starter and starter bushing, and a new battery.  

Unfortunately, after the camshaft break-in run of 
the engine, I found a large puddle of oil on the 
garage floor, dripping out between the engine and 

transmission. Out came the 
engine again. One of the large 
threaded oil gallery plugs was 
not sealing properly and ap-
peared to be backing itself out. 
It was resealed and threaded 
in much more tightly in the 
hope that this would stem the 
tide.  

Back into the Bus the engine 
went, and there it has stayed 
since then, logging nearly 
3,000 miles as of early Decem-

ber, the start of winter hibernation. Before that point 
the engine was actually running very well, but not 
without issues. 

Although I used a new gasket and sealant during 
assembly, the oil pump at the engine case mating 
point has a minor leak (not the oil pump cover, sur-
prisingly). A minor leak also persists at the flywheel 
end. This leak seems to be fouling the clutch as it’s 
now chattering slightly when starting from rest. 
Whether the leak is still from that gallery plug or 
some other source is unknown.  

Most concerning is the clacking noise that I’ve 
been unable to identify. It’s been there from the start 
of this engine build. It sounds valve-train related, but 
also heavier than 
that. It’s there regard-
less of engine tem-
perature. Pulling 
individual spark plug wires makes no difference.  

I’m planning to pull the engine again before spring 
to address the oil leaks. I’m wondering if I need to go 
deeper to seek out the source of the noise. The oil 
was changed just before winter hibernation, and the 
sump plate and the oil itself were carefully examined 
for signs of metal debris, but nothing unusual was 
found. 

The saga continues … VWCA 

• Listen to the clattery 
Bus engine in this 

YouTube video: bit.ly/3sqbeks

Gallery plug

ENGINE
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uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or email to VWClub@aol.com.
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T
his story about VW convertibles begins at a local 
running race in 2013. My son, Jason, an elite 
runner, was in first place throughout the entire 

race. The only thing ahead of him was the pace car, a 
VW Eos. The hardtop convertible looked quite aero-
dynamic with its roof neatly stowed away in the 
trunk. The next day, Jason and his wife, Sarah pur-
chased it. 

One could say, “like father, like son” regarding our 
shared interest in VW convertibles (pictured here), 
but the Eos was quite different from my 2010 Beetle 
Final Edition convertible. The Eos is powered by the 
2.0 liter TSI that is shared with the GTI; whereas, the 
Beetle has a 2.5 liter I-5 that was the corporate main-
stay for 10 years. The Eos has the racy DSG transmis-
sion, while the Beetle has a six-speed automatic » 

By Steve Midlock *SMidlock@stfrancis.edu

CONVERTIBLES
Hoping history repeats for fans of VW’s long line of soft tops
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with Tiptronic. The hardtop of the Eos has a power 
sunroof, and the entire roof folds neatly into the 
trunk, creating a sleek open-air car. 

The Beetle has the multilayer soft top that folds 
into a bundle hanging over the trunk, creating a 
retro look. Surprisingly, the Eos has reasonably good 
storage space in the trunk, even with the top down. 
The Beetle’s trunk is small, with a deck lid opening 
that resembles a birdhouse. However, the rear seat 
has a pass-through that 
allows for transporting 
long objects such as skis. 

Both convertibles are 
sporty, fun and afford-
able. Such have been the 
attributes of VW convert-
ibles since the inception 
of the company.  

When Porsche’s first 
test fleet of KDF (Beetle) 
prototypes debuted in 
1937, a V30 convertible 
was included. A year 
later a sedan and a con-
vertible were displayed 
at the Wolfsburg fac-
tory’s cornerstone laying 
ceremony. After World 
War II, convertible pro-
totypes were attempted, 
but the factory didn’t 
have the capability to 
meet the growing de-
mand for sedans. Coach 
builders tried their hand 
at making Beetle con-
vertibles.  

Hebmüller made a 
two-seat version, and Karmann made a four-seat 
model in 1948. Unfortunately, a fire destroyed some 
of the Hebmüller factory, severely stressing the com-
pany’s finances and causing its demise. Karmann re-
ceived VW’s approval to produce Beetle convertibles 
from 1949 until 1979. Then VW abandoned the 
niche of affordable convertibles available to the 

masses. Six years later, in 1985, VW recognized the 
void and began producing the Cabriolet based on its 
Golf. This car was quite popular across the spectrum 
of socioeconomics. Production continued until 2002. 

Once again, VW abandoned the niche, but prom-
ised a New Beetle convertible in the near future. 
One year later, in 2003, convertible fans had a New 
Beetle to provide them open air motoring. Produc-
tion continued until 2010. From 2006 until 2016, 

VW added the Eos 
to its line of con-
vertibles. In 2011, 
it was the only 
convertible avail-
able from VW, but 
that changed in 
2012 when the 
Beetle returned as 
a restyled car.  

Convertible 
lovers felt confi-
dent that the fu-
ture held open-air 
cars until VW 
stopped produc-
tion in 2019. 
Again, the niche 

of affordable convertibles evapo-
rated. Other manufacturers fol-
lowed suit. The only convertibles 
left in the new-car market now 
are rather pricey when compared 
to the Beetle. Corporate VW con-
tinues to produce an Audi con-
vertible, but it’s not affordable to 
the masses.  

And like several VWs not sold 
in North America, there’s the T-

Roc Cabriolet, the brand’s first-ever convertible 
crossover, combining, as VW says, the best of both 
the convertible and SUV world. 

My son and I are happy with our VW convertibles 
and plan to keep them for many years to come, but it 
would be nice to know that a replacement from VW 
would be available. Maybe history will repeat!  VWCA 

ABOVE: Hebmüller’s 1940s two-seater convertible prototype. BELOW: VW sells its 
T-Roc Cabriolet crossover   in Europe. 



H
ot Rod magazine got a little 
misty-eyed in an earlier 
issue, combing through the 

archives of automotive history to 
report a short piece with a long 
headline: “Forgotten Cars of the 
1970s That Are Worth Remember-
ing.”  

People of any age remember the 
iconic Beetle, but to many, “411” is 
shorthand jargon for “what’s the 
truth?” 

So here’s Hot Rod’s version of the 
truth on the forgotten VW 411:  

Stoked with the Beetle’s success, along with that of 
the Bus and the Fastback, Volkswagen decided it was 
time to bring a luxury car to the U.S. — except VW’s 
idea of a luxury car was a world away from that of 
average Americans’.  

Sure, the blunt-nosed 411 was among the most 
modern of air-cooled Volkswagens, with the 
MacPherson-strut front suspension from the Super 
Beetle. But equipping it with standard-fit metallic 
paint and wall-to-wall carpeting was still not enough 
to transform it into a Cadillac competitor.  

Volkswagen was right about one American luxury 

expectation: the standard-fit auto-
matic transmission. But as it was 
coupled to an 80-hp Volksboxer, 
the 411 couldn’t muster the accel-
eration Americans expected from a 
luxury car — or from a ride-on 
mower, for that matter. Volkswagen 
gave up selling the Type 4 to Amer-
icans in 1974, and its next attempt 
at a luxury car, the Phaeton, would 
not fare much better 30 years later. 
(See more on the Type 4’s succes-
sor in this issue’s The Frontdriver.) 

Oldtimers may remember some 
of the rest of the list ... only to forget again: 

1970 AMC Hornet; 1970 Ford Maverick; 1972 Ford 
Torino; 1973 Pontiac Astre; 1973 Oldsmobile Omega; 
1975 Ford Granada; 1975 Mercury Bobcat; 1977 
Datsun 200SX; 1978 Buick Century/Oldsmobile Cut-
lass Aeroback; 1978 Ford Fairmont; 1978 Dodge 
Magnum. VWCA

WHEN IT 

WAS HIP 

TO BE

SQUARE

uMEMBERS:  Add value to your VWCA membership by reg-
istering at VWClub.org to take advantage of discounts on 
exclusive Club Store merchandise and to renew your mem-
bership, using either PayPal or your credit card. 
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G
rief, when it comes,” ac-
cording to Joan Didion, 
“is nothing we expect it 
to be.” Didion shared 

this thought in her book The 
Year of Magical Thinking, which 
she wrote after the death of her 
husband, writer John Dunne. I 
read Didion’s book to under-
stand mourning. My father 
Elton, a professional electrical 
engineer and VW driver, died 
late in January — just short of 
his 90th birthday. He spent his 
final days at a hospital east of 
St. Louis and not far from the 
place where he started his mar-
ried and professional life in 
1957. In a sense, his end was 
much like a beginning, only this 
time he was tethered to an oxy-
gen machine.  

Didion appealed to me. She 
was a New Journalism star (as 
was Tom Wolfe), who provoca-
tively posed for photographer 
Julian Wasser with her Daytona 
yellow 1969 Corvette Stingray — in the driver’s seat, 
dangling her hand with a cigarette out an open win-
dow — sort of like a defiant feminist spin on the nau-
tical Floridian Ernest Hemingway shifted to 

California and under an open T-
top. Note: the photographed car 
has Stingray (one word) on its 
front fender. This embellish-
ment arrived for the 1969 
model year; it’s not found on 
the 1968 Vette some claim she 
drove. My longtime mentor, Dr. 
John Pauly, an expert on New 
Journalism, was writing a book 
about it just before his own 
death in 2018. I suspect I 
wanted to find John’s advice in 
Didion’s words — my own kind 
of magical thinking. Didion 
traded that all-American he-
man Vette for a sensible 
Swedish Volvo.  

My father neither read Es-
quire, where Didion published 
her take on the postwar Ameri-
can scene, nor her novels. He 
did, however, devour Popular 
Science, Old Cars, Electronics 
and a host of car-club publica-
tions — Buick Bugle, V-8 Times 
(early Ford V-8s), The Restorer 

(Model A Fords) and Antique Power (tractors).  
I cannot say my father started my own venture to-

ward automobility as a hobby and an academic pur-
suit. I was car crazy as a toddler. Years later, I urged 

Elton Leppke poses at the farm in North Dakota. 

ELTON LEPPKE • 1932-2022

A LIFE 
WELL 
LIVED

A father’s gentle touch  

provided inspiration for  

an auto hobby and more
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him to take me to 
antique/vintage car shows 
and their adjunct swap meets. 
I sat through flickering films 
about the Ford Model A. 
Eventually, Dad acquired a 
ratty 1928 Ford Tudor. He re-
built its engine and chassis 
but sidelined that project 
when he found a nicer 1927 
Buick, which shared its power 
train with two Leppke farm 
vehicles. I’m the one who lo-
cated the latter two’s serial numbers. After we sent 
those numbers to GM, its archivists provided info 
about these cars, including a publicity photo that my 
father framed.  

Surely, Dad’s stories about old cars piqued my in-
terest in motor vehicles. I checked out nearly every 
auto-themed book from our town’s library — from 
Auburn to Volvo. Along the way, I stumbled onto 
Volkswagen — the producer of motorized roller 
skates — as my dad derisively described them. After 
the onset of the 1970s fuel crisis, VW no longer 
seemed like a joke. I looked at the choices, meant to 
solve gas pains, and one came into focus — the Bee-
tle. My high school teachers drove them, as did a 
neighbor and a church lady. Nearly every publication 
I consulted, right down to Consumer Reports, claimed 
a VW, despite its flaws, was cheap to own and oper-
ate. And one Sunday in 1974, my mom and dad 
drove a 1966 Bahama blue Beetle sunroof sedan with 
a broken windshield into our suburban driveway 
after purchasing it in Milwaukee. My VW thing 
began. 

That Beetle fascinated me. It seemed sporting with 
its four-on-the-floor shifter, bucket seats and quick, 
sensitive steering. The view out its in-your-face wind-
shield over its stubby, sloped hood accentuated a 
sense of speed. 

Didion said a priest intuited how she felt after her 
mother’s death. He said those who lose a parent are 
like a submarine near the ocean floor with depth 
charges near and far causing recollections. Further-
more, there’s a German expression translated as “an 

apple doesn’t fall far from the 
tree” — another kind of 
depth charge. In my murky 
mood, others at my father’s 
funeral found those Cortlands 
and Winesaps. My dad and I 
were both engineers. Dad col-
lected antique cars. His 
prized Buick represented the 
apex of his skills as a machin-
ist, metal crafter and painter. 
He drove it in parades, pro-
vided transport for newly-

weds, took it to car shows (often winning accolades, 
plaques and trophies). More recently Dad’s ministra-
tions applied to a 1932 Ford V-8 Coupe — rough, ac-
tually, but just like the Buick he wanted resurrect this 
fabled ride into a showstopper — each of its details 
impeccably finished to the nth degree, as required in 
that marque’s judging handbook. He wanted a win-
ner. 

I’ve researched and written about automobiles for 
various publications from glossy magazines, hobby 
missives and academic journals. I don’t have Didion’s 
command of the English language or literary textual 
play, but I’ve rebuilt air-cooled VW engines, sprayed 
DuPont’s Centari on my Squareback and kept a 1983 
VW Scirocco alive for 34 years — astonishing, really. 
I came to writing reluctantly, egged on by college 
professors. 

Those depth charges Didion related buffeted me. 
For instance, I began reupholstering my 1964, as 
2022 dawned, struggling to attach West Coast Met-
ric’s horsehair padding to my 1964 Beetle’s naked 
metal aft pew. Then, I heard my mother had taken 
my father to the hospital — six hours away via inter-
states and state highways. There was nothing I could 
do. One of my first dad memories, in contrast, was 
watching him, in the early 1960s, glue split vinyl up-
holstery inside his either Sea Sprite Green or Banner 
Blue plain-Jane 1955 Ford Mainline. 

 
Paternal recollections  

I recall a dad moment; it involves a 1939 Ford 
Standard and an incongruity. One summer, while » 

Joan Dideon in her provocative pose. 
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we were at my grandparents’ farm in North Dakota, 
my father suggested we score parts for a 1938 Ford 
Deluxe Tudor. I wanted to fix this latter car, which 
my grandfather bought new in 1938. This forlorn 
ride went from an object of family pride to a farm-
chore machine, trashed but still fascinating — evok-
ing the super-size shape of a VW Beetle in Dartmouth 
Green. Dad knew where to commence the search for 
the 1939 Standard car, which shares its body con-
tours with the prior year’s Deluxe model. After a few 
phone calls, we were off to a farm near Carrington, 
North Dakota. There, I met someone my father knew 
from his high school days. I paid him $50 and got 
permission to harvest parts from this Ford located in 
a pasture. 

After dodging cow pies, I 
noticed this holy grail had at 
least two non-standard fea-
tures: a shiny police-squad 
spotlight on the driver’s side 
and a broken frame. I asked 
my father, “what’s up with 
that light?” He said they 
used it for jackrabbit hunt-
ing. Upon further inquiry, he 
admitted the broken car 
frame was another part of 
those outlaw adventures. To this, I retorted, “did 
Grain Belt beer have anything to do with this?” “Har-
rumph,” was the response. My father, as I knew him, 
didn’t drink. But in this moment, I surmised there 
was a mischievous, impish side to him. And perhaps 
Grain Belt explains other dad revelations such as los-
ing a race with a postwar Olds V-8. 

I don’t know about you, but when you discover 
your stolid dad, who spoke more loudly without 
speaking, a man who famously said, “I must fix the 
roof” (no drama, no four-letter words except for 
roof) after an air tank exploded shooting upward 
through our garage eave, like a hillbilly distillery, 
gone wrong, breaking a window and displacing the 
Fiberglas-clad lean to. I expected a dressing down 
because I was using that tank and the air compressor 

to paint my go-kart’s frame. The paint booth was a 
Model A’s body. Instead, Dad looked at the tank’s 
over-pressure valve and deduced it failed. Yes, we 
were the Beverly Hillbillies of Sunny Lane. 

My father was Mr. Fix It. He could mend nearly 
anything. He didn’t tinker or putz, instead he em-
ployed his high school, college and Air Force training 
in metals, chemistry and electronics. He approached 
each of his projects as though it were religion. His 
altar was a workbench. Each device from hand tools, 
lathe and drill press was carefully placed, often cov-
ered in cloth, as if they were bread and wine before 
communion. 

Sometimes my father did more than fix things, he 
healed a kid’s bruise inside. 
One such moment involved 
my 26-inch wheel Western 
Flyer bike with tank light 
and whitewall tires. I rode it 
to high school, freeing me 
from the tyranny of the Blue 
Bird bus. Unfortunately, that 
bicycle stood out much like 
volunteer corn in a field of 
flax. That’s what my dad’s 
mother dubbed these unex-
pected spikes of past prac-

tices. My treasured set of wheels, obtained as a prize 
after selling enough local newspaper subscriptions 
door-to-door, was like arriving at a country club in a 
Hyundai Entourage — out of style in a sea of 20-inch 
bikes with high-rise handlebars and banana seats or 
road-racer-like 10 speeds.  

One day after school, I found my bike’s rear 
wheel’s spokes kicked out. I got the message; my 
dorky ride confirmed my status as a social misfit. I 
don’t recall how I managed to get that bike home, 
perhaps a teacher stuffed it in his silver BMW 2002 
Tii’s trunk. Mr. Trost, an English teacher, did things 
like that.  

My dad looked at my damaged bike and offered to 
repair it. I don’t recall how he scored the spokes, 
who removed the tire and inner tube or how he 

Elton Leppke’s best-in-show 1927 Buick.

LEPPKE
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straightened the wheel, but I found the result made 
me feel whole.  

This bike, however, wasn’t the only item mended. 
The other was a means to deal with the likely repeat 
performance at school if I continued to ride my Flyer 
there. Dad cooked up an alternative. He let me go to 
Don’  s Resale Shop, where I found a gold Sears branded 
five-speed bike with 20-inch wheels. He helped me fix 
it even after I bent his Craftsman wrench trying to re-
move a pedal. No worry. The wrench had a lifetime 
warranty. This bike got me to school and back. Most 
importantly, no one messed with it. 

 
Not a helicopter parent 

My father let you learn to succeed after failures. 
For instance, he let me work through what he called 
“snow jobs,” baffling weekend assignments for my 
second-year college electronics class. In turn, my fa-
ther gently guided me as I became an electrical 
Columbus, discovering current paths through ab-
stract mazes called schematics.  

Perhaps the best example of Dad’s teaching 
method was when I learned how to drive. I took the 
driver’s seat of the family car — a Sauterne Gold 
metallic 1967 Ford Country Sedan station wagon 
with manual steering, manual, brakes, manual trans-
mission and a service manual. I drove to an intersec-
tion in downtown Grafton, Wisconsin. I reached a 
four-way stop; there was a cop car behind me. I was 
nervous. I let the clutch pedal out and stalled the car. 
I did this at least three times. 

In desperation, I looked toward my father on the 
passenger side of the waffle-print front-bench seat. 
He was inert. Whether he was looking at the meat 
market’s windows ahead or the adjacent Olds 
dealer’s display, I cannot say. He didn’t talk, com-
pletely at ease, as if nothing were amiss. 

Eventually, I discovered the car moved better in 
first gear — I forgot to downshift. Did my dad say 
“good job” or “smart move,” or other words of en-
couragement? I don’t remember them. Instead, I re-
call a parent who was silent as a clam.  

Most people who’ve met my father will tell you 
he was calm, cool and collected. Nothing appeared 
to faze him. He had a plan for everything, it 

seemed. But behind that reserved exterior, my fa-
ther was a showoff. To wit: check out his best-in-
show Buick.  

But his demonstrative side really shined when you 
presented him with a project where he used his spe-
cial skill — a squint gauge. Yes, he eyeballed difficult 
tasks, making “Ask This Old House” episodes look 
like kindergarten classes. 

I often fooled my father into employing his 
“gauge.” I’d present a tough job as something no one 
could accomplish. One time it was a dining room 
lamp finial for my late-1930s English cottage-style 
abode. I had 
four of these 
decorative fas-
teners required 
to mount the 
lamp holders to 
the fixture. The 
fifth one was 
AWOL. It’s not 
like a lighting 
store has parts.  

Dad took on 
my project like a spider on a web. He carefully se-
lected a brass rod, cut it, threaded its center and 
proceeded to turn it on a lathe, re-creating the curv-
ing contours of the original part. And as usual, the 
result was outstanding — and he wore trifocals. Dad 
let me hold the light so he could see his masterpiece. 
I learned a lot about holding trouble lights for my 
father — he did the work, I assisted with illumina-
tion and tool-fetching like a nurse on a medical TV 
show. 

My father went beyond fabricating the finial. Next, 
he told me how to age this shiny brass bauble. In-
stant patina was mine if I followed his instructions. I 
didn’t. I loved the fact that my antique fixture had its 
own special vibe — sort of like an artisan’s signature 
— a Jackson Pollock painting, say, where you see bits 
of his brush and other painterly things stuck to the 
canvas. 

Now when I spy the brilliant fastener, it stands 
apart from the others. It’s a reminder of a gentle 
man’s touch. VWCA 

Elton Leppke’s trifocals.



 

TEXAS 
AMARILLO: STREET VOLKSWAGEN OF AMARILLO, 8707 PILGRIM 
DR., 806-350-8999, streetvw.com, P-15 A-15 L-15 
ARLINGTON: RANDY HILEY VOLKSWAGEN OF ARLINGTON, 1400 
TECH CENTRE HWY., 817-575-6100 
EL PASO: HOY VOLKSWAGEN, 1122 AIRWAY BLVD., 915-778-
5341 
SAN ANTONIO: NORTH PARK VOLKSWAGEN, 21315 W. INTER-
STATE 10, 800-611-0176 

VIRGINIA 
ALEXANDRIA: ALEXANDRIA VOLKSWAGEN, 107 W. GLEBE RD., 
703-684-8888, alexandriavw.com 
RICHMOND: BROWN'S VOLKSWAGEN, 10501 MIDLOTHIAN 
PIKE, 804-379-7283, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 
STAUNTON: VALLEY VW, 314 LEE-JACKSON HWY., 540-213-
6800 

WASHINGTON 
KIRKLAND: VOLKSWAGEN OF KIRKLAND, 12612 NE 124TH ST., 
415-898-2500, P-10 A-10 L-10 
PORT ANGELES: WILDER VOLKSWAGEN, 53 JETTA WAY, 360-
452-9268, wilderauto.com 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 
206-634-3322 

WISCONSIN 
LA CROSSE: VOLKSWAGEN LA CROSSE, 700 MONITOR ST., 608-
518-3495, A-10 
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VOLKSWAGEN OF MADISON, 1430 N. 
STOUGHTON ROAD, 608-241-5201, P-10 
 

ARIZONA 
TUCSON: AUDI OF TUCSON, 4690 E. 22ND ST. NO. 3, 520-748-
1000 

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 

DELAWARE 
DOVER: WINNER VOLKSWAGEN, 1387 N. DUPONT HWY., 302-
734-8200 

IOWA 
DAVENPORT: VOLKSWAGEN OF QUAD CITIES, 1777 E 53RD ST., 
563-445-4305 

MICHIGAN 
FARMINGTON HILLS: SUBURBAN VW OF FARMINGTON HILLS, 
37911 GRAND RIVER AV., 248-471-0800, P-5 A-5 
KALAMAZOO: MAPLE HILL VOLKSWAGEN, 5622 W. MAIN ST., 
269-342-6600 
MUSKEGON: AUDI MUSKEGON, 1860 E STERNBERG RD., 888-
724-3942  

MICHIGAN 
COLUMBUS: BYERS IMPORTS, 401 N. HAMILTON RD., 614-864-
5180, P-10 A-10 L-10 

ARIZONA 
KINGMAN: TNT AUTO CENTER, 535 E. ANDY DEVINE AVE., 928-
753-1477, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, PARTS & SERVICE 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, SERVICE ONLY, 710 
RUTH ST., 928-778-9305, L-10 AC 
 
 

CALIFORNIA 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON 
AVE., 805-964-6554, topshopautosb.com, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, 
INDEPENDENT AUTO REPAIR 

ILLINOIS 
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-
8410, IMPORT PARTS 
EFFINGHAM: MID AMERICA MOTORWORKS, 17082 N. US HIGH-
WAY 45, 866-867-0540, mamotorworks.com, P-10 A-10 AC, AF-
TERMARKET PARTS 
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PU-
LASKI RD., 708-422-7548, P-10 L-10 AC, SERVICE & REPAIR, 
RESTORATION 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 
708-422-9272, PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

INDIANA 
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-
9783, AC REPAIR 

MICHIGAN 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, munks.com, AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR 

MINNESOTA 
NORWOOD: DUNE BUGGY SUPPLY, 215 REFORM ST N, 952-938-8877 

NEW YORK 
MASSAPEQUA: G T PRECISION IMPORTS, INC., 190A MARGARETTA 
AVE., 516-799-1100, gtprecision.com, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, INDE-
PENDENT REPAIR SHOP 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, INC., 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA 
RD., 315-789-2200, VW & AUDI SPECIALIST 

RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS 
LANE, 401-789-0472

2022
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By Steve Midlock *SMidlock@stfrancis.edu

Winter weather is  

a good time to catch 

the VW toys ‘bug’ 

B
ack in the day, my 1973 VW 
Super Beetle was a daily 
driver even in the harsh 

winters of Illinois. After several 
such winters, I realized that heat 
and a defroster were a necessity 
as I grew tired of rolling down my 
window and scraping the wind-
shield while trying to drive. Re-
luctantly, I sold my beloved Beetle 
and almost immediately regretted 
that decision. To address my grief 
due to that separation, I made a 
promise that someday, I would 
again own a Beetle, but it would be 
a hobby car driven only in warm 
weather.  

To keep that promise and dream 
alive, I began collecting toy and 
miniature VW Beetles. They 
adorned the desk in my office as 
well as my basement at home. As 
birthdays and holidays arrived, so 

did gifts of toy Beetles. Some-
times co-workers would bring a 
toy Beetle back from vacation, ex-
plaining “I saw this and thought 
of you.”   

My family also made sure that 
every special occasion was accom-
panied by the gift of a miniature 
VW. When I accompanied my wife 
to big-box department stores, I 
would head to the toy section, 
searching for toy Beetles to add to 

my growing collection. I began to 
expand my interest from Beetles to 
miniature Karmann Ghias, Golfs, 
Transporters, Kübelwagens, and 
Schwimmwagens. Today, my col-
lection consists of more than 500 
such VWs.  

Not yet having the wherewithal 
to buy a vintage Beetle to fulfill my 
promise to someday get one back, I 
dove deeper in collecting VW » 

COOL 
WAY TO 

STAY  
WARM
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memorabilia. My collection expanded to include 
puzzles, model cars, a Lego Beetle, a Lego Westfalia, 
a Danbury Mint Beetle, a cookie jar, Avon bottles 
shaped like Beetles and Transporters, a watch that 
looked like a speedometer, Beetle cuff links, a Beetle 
telephone, etc.  

Having a collection is fulfilling, but it really 
needed to be displayed. I built lighted showcases 
and shelving units to fully enjoy my collection. They 
adorn the walls of my basement which also contains 
my treadmill and exercise bike. As I work out each 
morning, I am surrounded by my collection. This 
makes my workout much more tolerable.  

My promise to someday get another Beetle be-
came a reality when I retired. Driving and tinkering 
with my ’73 standard Beetle now brings me much 
joy in the warm months. A few years after buying 
my ’73 Beetle, a ’74 Thing joined my Beetle to bring 
me even more joy. Using both to run errands, taking 
them to cruise nights and simply joy riding is quite 
enjoyable.  

But, when they are under cover for the winter, 
what can I do? To answer that question, any minia-
ture VW collection fills the void. Admittedly, I am se-
verely infected by the VW “bug.” Fortunately, the 
real VWs are a godsend in the warm months, and 
my miniature VWs provide joy when I can’t be on the 
road. VWCA 
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The Frontdriver
BY RICHARD G. VANTREUREN *rgvant@juno.com

The Passat we sort of knew     

C
ar history buffs might wonder what the name of 
Santa’s No. 2 reindeer (Dasher) had to do with a 

trade wind (in German, called a “passat,” the name 
VW chose for its all-new front-wheel-drive model 
when it debuted in the early 1970s). Fun can be 
poked at the odd relationship of VWoA’s first offer-
ing of the car line, intended as a replacement of the 
air-cooled Type 3 and Type 4, and its convoluted his-
tory in the VW lineup. It covered seven generations 
and had three different names in North America.  

As part of the new-generation rollout of front-
driven, water-cooled models to replace the Beetle 
and its cousins, VW named its hatchback Golf (for 
the Gulf stream ocean current) but apparently de-
cided that North America might find that name too 
obtuse, so we got a car named Rabbit. As for the 
Passat, VW dubbed it Dasher for us. When the sec-
ond-generation Passat arrived here in 1981, it went 
by Quantum. Finally, in 1988, we could buy a Passat 
that carried the Passat badge.   

The Passat known as Dasher had an early place in 
your reporter’s VW pantheon.  

One doesn’t really miss something until it’s gone. 
The last US Passat that recently left the Tennessee as-
sembly line bore little resemblance (certainly no 
compatible parts) with those first offerings, but per-
haps we should look back to see how far we’ve come.  

Shopping for my first car as my sea duty was fi-
nally ending, I noted cars other than the eventual 
choice, a 1975 Rabbit (I named him Ol’ Blue, launch-
ing 40-plus years of VW and VWCA enthusiasm.) I 
recall seeing a bright orange VW Thing in the show-
room, but my first recollection of a Dasher was notic-
ing its apparent parts compatibility with the Audi Fox 
two showrooms over (in Ventura, California).  

The original (or B1) Dasher was, of course, the 

first Giorgetto Giugiaro-designed VW sold in Amer-
ica, but I just wasn’t paying attention. I remember 
being confused by the odd notchback version in rela-
tion to the sedan and wagon versions. I also recall 
the brochure citing the Dasher as the luxury model of 
the brand, an affluent-looking couple lamenting that 
after the husband drove the Mercedes to work, the 
wife asked, “how about some luxury for me?”  

However, for me, with its engine placed in-line, 
there seemed to be little major assembly parts in 
common with what I had embraced as the new-world 
car. I remember thinking the 1977 Dasher Wagon, 
with its T-bird-like front end and clean lines, was 
pretty sharp looking, and how quickly that was 
wiped away by the squarish hood styling of the ’78. 

My middle sister Beatrice’s husband Steve was » 

Sporting a U-Haul topper, four adults did a 10-day vacation using all 48 
Dasher diesel horses. (Consider: 0-50 mph in about 13 seconds, carrying 
driver, no cargo.) Headed for Disney, their bumper sticker reads, “It’s not 
the size of the wand, but the magic in it.” (That is Ol’ Blue, the ‘75 Rab-
bit, under the tarp before a hurricane ruined what was left of him.)
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the first in the family to 
purchase a Dasher, a dark 
green diesel, the square-
rigged ’78. Following his 
unexpected passing, Bea 
sold it to sister Fran. One 
of its more memorable ex-
periences was a trouble-
free trip to and from their 
home near Cleveland to 
visit us in Florida, with 
husband, daughter and 
son-in-law, luggage and 
all. 

Long-ago club conven-
tion-goers may remember 
seeing Debbie and I in 
that particular green 
Dasher. We’d flown into 
Cleveland in 1981 to pur-
chase a family member’s pickup with the in-
tention of driving to Illinois and then home. 
When the pickup rolled to a stop dead near 
Toledo and we were towed back, my sister 
was so kind as to lend us her Dasher to make 
the convention. The local dealer, who’d just 
blessed the pickup as roadworthy, took an-
other stab while we were gone – and failed, 
the pickup hiding its fuel pump wire ground-
ing out until the third visit.  

Your Rabbit-infatuated reporter did not get 
directly involved with Dashers until after the 
diesel models were turning up on the almost-
used-up market. A co-worker’s daily driver 
Dasher, parked outside his beachside resi-
dence, was showing how incompatible the 
Florida environment was with the Dakota 
beige exterior, soon resembling a spotted leopard. 
Promoted to manager, his prime parking spot found 
workers walking past this tetanus-threatening disap-
pointment every day. Its interior was some kind of 
blue-green growth lab experiment gone terribly 
wrong. When its air conditioner went, he offered it 

to me for $100.  
Oddly enough, we were storing a friend’s identical 

’78 diesel – he was planning to rebuild its blown en-
gine, and its interior was in much better condition. 
So I swapped out that interior for my moldy one, and 
when he instead sold it to the salvage yard, they did 

The sad-sack 1978 diesel Dasher sits in the overflow of stormwater drainage at the 
VanTreuren residence, with Debbie and Richard posing nearby. 

FRONTDRIVER
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not care about the missing trim or 
swapped interiors. After about $300 
in a/c pieces and a bottle of Ospho 
rust treatment, I had a perfectly reli-
able commuter that looked like it 
wasn’t worth stealing.  

Boy, did that Dasher’s engine like 
the rain; the diesel just purred in the 
mist and routinely exceeded 50 mpg. 
To this day it is the only VW we had 
possessing a thermostatically con-
trolled a/c compressor clutch. Unlike 
today, where pushing the button 
makes the compressor run 100% 
even when you just need a little cool-
ing, the Dasher’s compressor cycled in direct propor-
tion to the position of the dashboard slider. (Others 
insisted it needed an aftermarket compressor cut-out 
so a laden Dasher could make it up hills.)  

When we started eyeing an ’86 VW Cabriolet, that 
’78’s glow plugs were still able to turn the engine 
over every time on my 64-mile daily commute. The 
day we brought home that white-on-white soft top, 
the Dasher acted sluggishly while driving home 
from work; nearing our driveway, full throttle was 
barely moving it on the road. We coasted to a stop 
in front of the house. Our mechanic bought it from 
us, replaced the head and drove it for many more 
miles.  

That stalwart solider was, as it turned out, just the 
first in a series of larger-than-Rabbit VWs we would 
own in the coming years.   

 
VW’s role in a supply chain trend 

Hamid Moghadam, chairman of Prologis, a real es-

tate and supply chain logistics company, reflected on 
recent developments by saying, “The supply chain is 
like your car. If it runs, you don’t give it much 
thought. But when it breaks down, you sure know 
the difference.” 

Company execs embracing the lowest-cost options 
have for years moved production to low-wage, lower-
tax locations. This “just in time” philosophy used 
short-term, flexible contracts that could be adjusted 
quickly to changes in demand, minimizing inventory 
and warehouse real estate. With the logistical night-
mares based in the pandemic, companies are accept-
ing more of a “just in case” supply chain.  

Volkswagen watchers say VW is looking at extend-
ing the length of its contracts with key suppliers. 

Some see these shifts driving up costs and con-
tributing to inflation. Others think the outcome may 
be more local supplies, reducing both price volatility 
and future carbon emissions. Good or bad, it’s here 
to stay. VWCA 

The early Passats, better known as Dashers, were produced in three styles: Notchback (above), 
wagon and sedan — big contrasts to the cars they replaced, the Type 3 and Type 4. 

VWClub.org
Add value to your VWCA membership by registering at VWClub.org to 
take advantage of discounts on exclusive Club Store merchandise and 
to renew your membership, using either PayPal or your credit card.
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lot attendant asked whether 
we scheduled a breather box 
repair; he’d heard that noise 
before. With this info, I 
stepped forward with a plan. 
I removed the Volvo’s oil-fill 
cap, with the engine run-
ning, which released 
crankcase pressure from the 
positive crankcase ventila-
tion system, an emission 
control. This squelched the 
annoying squeal.  

Thus the emergency wasn’t an emergency — 
sounded awful, but it wasn’t an engine death sen-
tence, such as a timing belt failure. Tom says the re-
placement part looks easy to install and costs a tad 
more than $200. In sum, there’s a reason why newer 
Volvos get poor marks for reliability. It seems as 
though these boxes with their diaphragms and flaps 
wear out in less than five years. 

 
Cars, what cars?  

This year’s car show season is likely notable for its 
lack of cars. In the USA, Ford sells only one car — 
the Mustang. Chevrolet, after it sells off its bitty 

Spark, has three: Mal-
ibu, Camaro and 
Corvette. That’s right, 
only one four-door 
sedan from two of the 
former big three. 
Even Subaru with its 
almost station wagon 
Outback offers a lifted 
brawnier SUV ver-
sion. 

At the VW stand, 
the Jetta gets a new 
1.5-liter turbocharged 
four-cylinder mill. Ac-
cording to my 

sources, VW cut Jetta pro-
duction to up Taos out-
put. VW expects both the 
1.5-liter Jetta and its 
sporty GLI version with 
its 2.0-liter turbo to arrive 
at dealers sometime this 
year.  

In addition, VW says 
some dealers received 
shipments of the eighth-
gen GTI and Golf R in De-
cember. I haven’t driven 
VW’s latest hot hatch, but 

those who have report agile chassis dynamics, a 
cheaper feeling interior and touchscreen, touch steer-
ing wheel madness. The Arteon continues as a flag-
ship of sorts, but the American-made Passat, now 
nearly 10 years after its ballyhooed launch, is history. 

The prime movers at your VW store are crossovers, 
especially the Tiguan and Atlas. Motorweek awarded 
both the Taos and ID.4 its Driver’s Choice award. Per-
haps those who produce this PBS show didn’t drive 
the all-wheel-drive Taos, which has a glitchy auto-
mated transmission/engine combo. The front-drive 
model is smoother. Either has oodles of interior 
room, despite its short length.  

Consumer Reports reviewed the ID.4. Its drivers no-
ticed the same issues I found: The touch interface is 
a mess with unlit temp controls, the brake pedal is 
squishy and must be pressed much farther toward 
the floor than usual and the rear-drive model’s accel-
eration is sluggish. Thus, CR thinks the AWD model 
with more oomph makes more sense. CR also gave 
the ID.4 a slightly higher road-test score than Ford’s 
Mustang Mach-E. I’ve noticed other ID.4 drivers en-
countered the same problem I experienced — some-
times you cannot release the charging cable. I used 
the emergency release twice. 

 
Fire sail, sale or no sale on Hot VWs 

Bloomberg news reports a shipment of about 4,000 
VWs, Audis and Porsches didn’t make it to our side of 

DRIVER’S SEAT

uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-
utor since 1993, has upgraded his 
wheels since getting his first car in 
the early ’60s. 

An errant reed valve caused quite a ruckus. 



VW AUTOIST        29

☯
the pond — the port of 
Davisville, Rhode Island, on Feb. 
23. A fire on a huge transport 
vessel, Felicity Ace (pictured), re-
quired experts trained in battery 
electric vehicle fires to douse it. 
The ship was more than 1,000 
miles off the coast of Portugal in 
the Atlantic. Its crew was safely 
evacuated.  

 Early reports don’t explain 
whether the BEVs caused the in-
ferno. Those who’ve been waiting for 
shipments of certain European-
sourced VW Group cars might have 
to sit on their hands longer than ex-
pected. This means delivery delays 
for VW models such as the GTI, Golf 
R, Arteon and ID.4.  

 
Making lemonade  

Carmakers say they’ve shifted pro-
duction to their more profitable lines, 
meant to eke out earnings on lower 
unit sales. It is problematic to manu-
facture motor vehicles for several 
reasons, such as the computer-chip 
shortage. So despite production cut-
backs, some carmakers report high 
earnings, enough to fund further BEV 
development.  

While VW announced ID.4 soft-
ware updates last fall, including auto 
hold brakes and simplified charging 
at Electrify America stations, VW’s 
executives say these “over-the-air” 
improvements arrive later this year.  

 
A missed pickup opportunity?  

In the early 1980s, VW’s American 
factory built a nifty kind of truck — 
basically a Rabbit with a bed behind 
its B-pillar — the Pickup. This ma-
neuver created a cramped interior, 
but either its gas or diesel engine 

models sparingly sipped fuel. In the 
end, VW discontinued its American 
venture into front-drive pickups — 
shipping the idea to Europe and 
South Africa where it continued as 
the Caddy.  

Last year, Ford introduced the 
Maverick truck (hybrid base version), 
which echoes the Rabbit’s theme. 
This time, it’s Ford’s lowest priced 
motor vehicle and there’s room for 
five with its four-door passenger 
compartment. At this moment, Ford 
has a long waiting list for its bitty 
truck. So, it seems as though VW’s 
cautious management missed an op-
portunity. Perhaps VW might see the 
light if it were to make an ID.Buzz 
cab-forward pickup.  

 
Car-Net 3G sunset undone  

VW’s Mark Gillies says 2014-2019 
VWs with its Car-Net telematics will 
get a new life after the cellphone 3G 
sunset in February. By the fall of  
2022, VW’s dealers should have a 
hardware upgrade to enable most of 
the affected vehicles to provide Car-
Net services. Some vehicle owners get 
the upgrade for free, others must pay 
the dealer to install it. In addition, 
VW offers a third-party 4G dongle 
(Motion by Mojio). You attach it to » 
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your car’s diagnostic port. The fee is $295 and in-
cludes a subscription. This provides some but not all 
Car-Net-like features.  

 
VW rep gives it the college try 

Back when Michael Jackson reigned over MTV 
with his album “Thriller,” my now marathon 1983 
Wolfsburg Edition VW Scirocco had a 90-hp “high-
performance” engine — the 1.8-liter JH mill first 
seen in the States motivating the Rabbit GTI — a dif-
ferent kind of thriller. What most sources don’t tell 
you is VW’s early JH engine cars had several unique 
parts — only offered for the 1983 model year.  

One of them is the bypass coolant hose from the 
water pump to the now center-of-the-head coolant 
flange. Earlier engines positioned this flange near the 
engine’s front. This particular hose has a molded T 
fitting. This provides a third connection for the en-
gine’s oil cooler.  

My car has this original part. Because I see black 
residue in the coolant tank, I know one or more 
coolant hoses must be replaced. Thus, I began order-
ing these molded rubber tubes.  

This didn’t go smoothly; VW’s electronic database, 
a parts catalog called EKTA, shows a 
diesel engine illustration when you 
ask for the 1983 Scirocco’s cooling 
system — or nearly any Scirocco 
cooling system. Sciroccos didn’t 
have diesel engines. Nonetheless, 
some items shown (oil cooler say) 
would fit my car.  

The big problem is the diesel en-
gine or smaller-than-1.8-liter gas 
mill routes the bypass hose to the 
front-engine flange. Mine goes to 
the head’s center where there’s a 
side fitting. Thus the hose is longer 
and has an elbow at its top and bot-
tom. Plus, there’s that T for its con-
nection to the oil cooler.  

Perhaps VW listed the correct part 
and its number and included it with 

the first use of this cooling-system illustration. Often 
you must consult VW’s sidebar parts list to find known 
alternative pieces for specific applications such as the 
early JH engine. This list has several lines without part 
numbers, indicating VW likely obsoleted items and 
then deleted their part numbers. Thanks a lot, VW. 

I asked VW’s Mark Gillies for help. He tried. But 
his contacts returned to the errant EKTA database 
where you saw a three-way bypass hose for the diesel 
engine with oil cooler. This hose routes straight up 
from the pump housing to the bottom of the front en-
gine flange. Then, Gillies tried a known VW expert, 
Jamie Orr, for help. Orr pegged that errant diesel 
hose as the fix. It’s not because it attaches to the 
wrong place.  

So Orr’s advice was to skip the oil cooler, calling it 
not needed and unreliable. Well, for a highway 
driver, the cooler does two things — it warms the oil 
when the engine is cold and does cut oil temps at 
higher revs. For my purposes, it works fine. One 
weak spot is this cooler’s O-ring; an aged one cracks, 
causing a massive oil leak. I replace it every five 
years, when changing oil. 

If you know where there’s a vintage microfiche of 
my Scirocco’s cooling system, look 
for the original part number. Num-
ber please! I’ll likely locate those 
digits on the original part — after I 
remove it. But Meyle, a popular 
vendor of OEM-like parts, doesn’t 
show this hose in its catalog. It 
looks like the best alternative is in-
stalling a 1984 and newer head 
flange — also obsolete. It has a fit-
ting for a different style oil cooler 
hose. With this part installed, you 
can use the later style hoses, which 
are still available.  

A special note of appreciation: 
While Gillies and Orr couldn’t work 
miracles, give them kudos for try-
ing. Many auto reps don’t answer 
vintage car questions. VWCA

The left short hose with three fittings (the 
one we were told is the correct hose for a JH 
engine) goes straight up from the water 
pump hosing to the front of the cylinder 
head.  The right hose — later style two-way 
hose is taller and has an elbow so to reach 
the JH engine’s flange on the right — at the 
center of the cylinder head.
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RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 
 

FOR SALE: 1977 Rabbit motor and transmission still strong run-

ning. I need a crankshaft for a 1982 Audi, 1.6 diesel. (If you need, I 

will tell you how to take it off the block.) Motor #06813021 with 

the word “Brasil,” about 5 inches long at the way down the block. 

A car, not pickup. Contact Edgar at (510) 234-1392 (San Francisco 

Bay). 

FOR SALE: Classic Bus painting, 

oil on wood, not canvas, with 

wood frame painted to look like 

rusty chrome. 37 inches wide x 17 

inches tall. Perfect for the 

diehard Bus lover. Contact Burl Sloan, 214-399-4375 (TX) or email 

artguydude@yahoo.com. 

FOR SALE: MK1 parts, new in box, turn signals from VW dealer, new 

P/U tail lights, tailgates, P/U fuel tanks (used), grilles, door cards, 

bumper pieces, dashes – no cracks, glass, pass-through windows. 

Contact Mike Montgomery, (812) 332-4089 (IN). 

FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 

1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 

3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and Zuf-

fenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 

(CA). 

FOR SALE: Vehicles, parts, accessories, 

literature, toys. Over 50 yrs. John’s Car 

Corner, Westminster, VT 05158. (802) 

722-3180.  johnsccorner@gmail.com 

FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop 

Manuals: $29.95-$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 dif-

ferent publishers): $9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Man-

ual $37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 

721-3077 or toll free (888) 380-9277. 

Classified Ads BACK AUTOIST ISSUES: Did you know that a limited number of 

copies of past AUTOIST issues are available from our Club Store? Get 

an extra copy of the one that featured your car in an article or just 

to complete your collection. Copies are $5 each including shipping 

and handling. Inquire about issues more than 20 years old. Order 

from Volkswagen Club of America, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 

60542-0154 or check for the most recent issues in our online Club 

Store at VWClub.org.

New Members
CALIFORNIA: James Anderson, Pasadena; Roland Frolund, Turlock 

DELAWARE: Guillermo Miranda, Newark 

FLORIDA: Mike, Edwards, Temple Terrace; Mario Ramos, Titusville 

INDIANA: Lyle Bright, Crown Point 

MARYLAND: Robert Weaver, Preston 

MICHIGAN: Edmond LaFrance, Battle Creek 

NEW JERSEY: David Vasilenko, Brick; Derick Chase, Cherry Hill 

NEW YORK: Joseph Hradil, Weedsport 

OKLAHOMA: Debra Helberg, Broken Arrow 

PENNSYLVANIA: Damir Franekic, Bethlehem; J. Ransley Lennon, Eagleville; 

Eric Falcione, Pittsburgh; Dan Iannelli, West Chester 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Lennel Stroud, Hilton Head 

TENNESSEE: Gordon Krueger, Spring Hill 

VIRGINIA: Jason Midgett, Portsmouth 

WASHINGTON: Michel Wendt, Puyallup 

WISCONSIN: Vita Opicka, Green Bay 

WYOMING: Morgan Ingmire, Jackson

The 2022 ID.4 electric SUV will offer EPA-esti-
mated 280 miles of range for the rear-wheel drive 
model, an increase of 20 miles from the 2021 model, 
VW announced in February.  

The ID.4 Pro S rear-wheel-drive received an EPA-
estimated range of 268 miles, while AWD Pro was 
rated at 251 miles of range and the AWD Pro S was 
rated at 245 miles of range. 

The EPA-estimated fuel economy for ID.4 Pro is 
121 MPGe in city driving; 102 MPGe in highway 
driving, and 112 MPGe in combined city/highway 
driving. 

EPA estimates ‘22 ID.4 will get 
an extra 20 miles of range
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Parting Shot
Bus station

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 
allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Send a snail mail 
to the VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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We spent too much time on the Homegoods website trying to find  where this might fit in the average home. But at least it appears 
you can store stuff behind the faux VW Bus fascia — fortunately, the peace sign isn’t a tradename, so a nice touch there. But you 
might have to rely on an adventurous 3-year-old to fetch your stuff in such tight quarters. “C’mon, buddy, just back out. You can do 
it!” Wherever it might go, it’ll set you back $1,000. Hurry, supplies are probably limited. 
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